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T O T H E 



READER. 




T length, after tedious £xpe£la« 
tion, you have this long-wifh'd- 
for Work brought to an End, 
There remains nothing now, but 

toanfwer a few Objeftions, which 

may be madeagainft the Contents of fome Letters 
in all thefe Volumes, and particularfy in the two 
laft : As alfo to give you an Account of what 
this Laft Volume contains of remarkable, more 
than was mentioned in the Prtface to the Seventh : 
Some Things being there omitted through Haile 
and Forgetfulnefs. 

As to the ObjeSions: Some People, more 
precife than they need to be, find Fault with 
our Aralian for the feeming Lcwdnefs of his 
Sentiments, and prophane £xpref£ons of God 
and his W'orks j faying, that he writes more 
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like a Difciple of Carneades and Epicurus^ than 
of Mahomet ; who taught his Followers to think 
and fpeak with profound Veneration of the God- 
bead, and of all Saints and Prophets. They 
add, that m fome of his Letters he feems to 
banter all Religion ; wbilft in others he appears 
like a Hypocrite, extravagantly devout and zea- 
lous, even to the Heights of Enthufiafm and 
Divine Madnefi, 

In anfwer to this, ^tis defir'd, that thefe Gentle* 
men will pleafe to confider, that our Author^ 
tho* a profeTsM M^bomttan^ yet is a Man endu'd 
with Senfe and Realbn, which he had much 
improved by reading of Hiflories, by the Studies 
of natural, moral, and political Things, and by 
his owxi experimental Obfervations in the World* 
That therefore, when he feems to defcant with 
an unwarrantable Libertinifm, profanely glancing 
with a religious kind of Wantonnefs on Divine 
Matters ^ it ought not to be taken fo much for his 
own proper di red Thoughts, a^ the Refult of 
other Mens Errors, and the epidemical Miftakes 
>nd Superflitions which have infected the Worlds 
ISo that he ratHer hints at what may be faid by 
way of Inference from the groundlefs Opinions 
of Men, than to afiert any thing podtively him«* 
lelf in DiOiohour of the Deity or true Religion. 
And he banters the Abufes that are every where 
found in the Service of God, not the Service 
it felf. In a word, he appears in all his Letters, 
a Deift rather than an Atheift, as fome would 
reprefent him. And it is well enough knowiu 
to tbofc who travel in Turkiyy and convcrfe witb 
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Men of Seofe there, that there are abundance 
of Deifts aniong the Mahmrtans^ as well as a- 
mong us ChfiftUm : And our jlrakutn demon-* 
ftrates that he is one of thefe, in thofe very Let* 
texs, or Periods of Letters, where they fax him 
with Hypocrify and extravagant DeTotion. For 
being (as it were) abforb'd and fwalbw'd up in 
the profound Contemplation of the Divine Ma- 
jefly, it is no wonder that he breaks forth into 
Kaptures of Love, and Extafies of Admiration ; 
his Thoughts being all over irradiated with the 
incompteheniible and eternal Sfdendors. And 
'tis tbefe tranicendent filevatbns of the Soul, 
which are the Caufe of that Contempt and low 
Efleem he ihews toward the flat and infipid No- 
tions and Ideas whkh the Generality of Men 
have of the Creator of all Things. 'Tis this 
provokes him to mock and deride the Vanity 
of Human Traditiom and Ceremonies, the ridi- 
culous Pooipand Pageantry of External Religion, 
which is apt to exhaufl the Vitals of true ge- 
nuine Piety, Devotion, and Virtue. 

Others are, or may be^ offended at his HiAo- 
rical Letters of the Four Monarchies ; alledging 
that thefe are foreign to his Bufinefs, as an Agent 
incognita for the Grand Signior. The fame Fault 
they find with his Defcriptions, Qiaraders, and 
HiAories of the prefent Commonwealths in Eu-- 
rope : His Province being to watch the Motions, 
Councils, and Tranfactions of the Living, and 
not to rebearie the Fa£b and Exploits of the 
Dead. 
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In Anfwer to this, it ought to be confider'd 
that the' the Primary Defign of the Ottoman 
Porte in fending this Arabian to Paris^ was to 
penetrate into the Secrets of our Chrijfian Princes 
and States, and to return conftant Intelligence 
thereof to the Divan ; yet this did not hinder, 
but that he might hold a Correfpondence with 
bis private Friends in Turky^ and fend them fre- 
quent Letters on what Subjeds he pleased, or as 
be thought would moft oblige them. Much lefs 
cou'd he be excus'd from obeying the Orders he 
cxprefsly recetv'd from the Mufii^ or any other 
Principal Minifter of State, who fhould require 
him, at his Hours of Leifure, to tranfcribe ei- 
ther Antient or Modern Hiftories ; or to draw 
CoUedtions out of the moft Eminent Greek and 
Roman Authors ; knowing him to be skill'd in 
thofe obfolete Languages ; and that fuch Books 
were rare among the Turks, by reafon that 
Printing is forbid throughout the Ottoman Em- 
pire. Therefore he could do no lefs, in Duty 
and common Civility, than oblige the Mufti 
with an Abftra£l of the Four Monarchies, which 
he himfelf had ofFer'd of his own Accord ; and 
likewife gratify the ExpeAations of Hamet the 
Secretary of State, who defir'd to be informed 
of the Governments, Laws, Religion, Cuftoms, 
Manners, and Characters of us Europeans ; which 
our Arabian performed as well as he could, dur- 
ing his Life : And had he liv'd longer, there is 
no doubt but he would have proceeded in de- 
icribing England^ Denmark^ Swedelandy RuJJiay 
Poland, Hungary, and ail other Countries which 
be bad not touch'd upon. But it feems he was 
. ibatch'd 
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fiiattb'd awaj by feme tkdden and fvfprisiiic 
Face, the' not sd^etber unfonfeoa. For ho 
all along lAtiaiateSy that be had Ambc Pre&giBfli 
of being made a Saciifice; eijpecialljr wh«A he 
beard of the fu^idea Deach» or DilappearaiicQ %% 
kaft^ of his Correfpondc^it Naiban Bin Saddi^ 
tbejiw at Funna. Foi then be plainly teUa 
bis Friend Ogku in a. L^ter, that be &rpe£M 
he was made away by an Order from the P^rti^ 
and that he expelled to be ferved fo himfelf 
in a fittle Time. And H is poiSble it might 'be 
fo i it being ufual with the Turksjb Court* thiai 
to reward the Merits of their moft faithful Mi« / 
nifters, and crown all their Services with Mar* 
tyrdom to the State, 

As to what this laft Volume contains more 
than was expre&'d in \\»Prefiue ta th^ Seventh : 
Here yo|i have an Accotmt of die bcif cid Ppi- 
foning Trade that was praAifiBd mifMm^in the 
Years t6Si and 1682$; walfoiajPieKjeflaarks on 
our Popifl) Plot i oa the 6rc;at Qm^^, that ap- 
peared about that Time 9 with a psirtkitdbr Ab- 
&x^€k of the Life, and an Ac€^)4mt of the bar- 
barous Murder of J)^ Sharps Archbifhop of 
St Andrews J and Prim^tiB of Scotland. He alfo 
touches upon the Perfecution of the Hugmots m 
France. 

*But that which ought to be moft taken No<- 
tice of, is, a Letter of his to Nathan Ben Saddi^ 
wherein he highly extols the Journal of Carcoa^ 
Nathan*^ Piedeceflbr in that Poft : Which Jour- 
nal, the Tranflator of thefe Volumes underftand- 

ing 
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ing to be in the Hands of the lialiam who firft 
found our jfrabians Papers, and with whom he 
has fince contra^ed a Correfpondence : He has 
endeavour'd to prevail with him to communi- 
cate it to the Publiftier hereof. Wherein, if 
he (ball be fo happy ai to fucceed, he will in 
due Time tranfmit it to the World in our Mo- 
ther-Tongue, to the Satisfafiion and Bcne6t of 
the Pubfick. 

Reader, Farewcl ; and envy not the ladu- 
ftrious. 
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kell, and tbe Hungarian League. ^He bigbh extols* 

Carcoa*s JoumaL f 

xvn., Ti 
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He tells him that he fent a particular MeJTenger to 
Vienna, wjith a Letter to Nathan Ben Saddi ; and 
that he 'was riot to be found : With his Jeakufiis 
thereupon^ 

XVIir. To Dgnet Oglou, 279 

He tells .him plainif^ that he fears Nathan Ben Saddi 

is made a'wa;^ ly fome Order from the Porte ; and 

that if fit he himfelf is likefy to he made a Sacri- 
' fee after the fame manner : And. therefore dejires 

him to he ^watchful on his Account, and to fry int9 

the Secrets of the Difan. 
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LETTER L 

Mahmut the Arabian at Paris, fo Me- 
hemet an Exil'd Eunuch, at Grand 
Caire in Egypt. 

HETHER itbeanEfiea of thy 
melanclioly Letter, or of my own 
ug]y Conftitution^ I know not ; buc 
I am lately grown wtry defperate, 
and refolvM upon Death. I am tir*d 
with whatfoever I have yet enjoy'd ia 
this World ; and I ex^dt no greater Satisfaflion, 
Ibould I live a thou&od Years, Every Pleafure appears 
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but the fame in di^rent JPorms : and they all agrees 
in leaving lis afRi^led with the fame or greater Pain 
than they found us in : Which is a fufficient Argu* 
ment to a Man of Spirit^ that he ought to die in Pur- 
fuit of his own £afe. 

We walk here on Earth in an enchanted Circle of 
Shadows and Mockeries : Our whole Lift is full of 
Vanity and Miflake. Every Man's Fortune is but a 
Repetition of that of Ixion: We court Clouds in- 
dead of Divinities, and our moil charming Fruitions 
confifl; in Emptinei^. 

Indeed, all this vifible World is but a mighty Pa- 
geant, a pompous Emblem, a gaudy Type of that 
invifible Region, which is the Mother of Spirits. Oh I 
that it were lawful for a Mortal, to releafe his Soul 
l^rom its long irkfome Exile here below, and fend^t 
home to its native Country, the Kingdom of Divine 
Ideas ! then wou'd I foon launch forth into the un- 
known Abyfs. But we mull be reiign'd, and not 
think mMch to bear our feveral Deftinies ; and pati- 
ently wait for the appointed Hour of Tranfmigration : 
For it is in vain to think of haftening or delaying our 
Fate. Befides, for ought we know, the next Sta- 
tion may be worfe than this : Every thing is full of 
xnylVerious Darknefs. And therefore, prithee Mebi^ 
inet, let thou and I lay afide all fruitlefs Care and 
Sadnefs ; be as merry as will confiAs %fit\i the Wifdom 
cf a Man ; and when thou iindeil this black Diftem- 
per approaching thee, run away fromit, and fhelter 
thy felf in good Company. Arm thy felf with Wine 
and Mufick againfl the fullen Demon of Melancholy : 
But I counfel-thee to avoid Woaien, for they'll but 
increafe thy Malady. 

'Tis one of that Sex has given me this iFit- of 
Grief, a Woman that 1 have loved too much : But 
ihe's ungrateful, falfe, and cruel ; fhe takes a finga- 
lar Delight in cheating me with falfe Shews of Love 
and Friendihip > and then in undeceiving me again. > 

The 
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The fame T^PS^^ which at fome Times will drop 
foft, kind, obliging Words, at another Seafon ihall 
tttter nothing but Contempts, J>efiances, and Soomv. 
Thou wilt wonder that a Man of my Age ihould 
be concern^ with any Paffion Ibr Women. I tell 
thee, my Friend,, it is impoffibie for me to bani(h 
#om my Heart, an AfEeAion which has pofTefTed it 
for above thefe thirty Years. The Iiove of that Sex 
is riveted in our Nature, and our Blood mufl firft 
row Cold, and be congealed to Death, before this 
lame can be extingui(hM : Nay, many Times it i^ 
more fervent, though of a fhort Duration, in oar 
lateft Hours than in our Prime. As when the Oil 
which feefls a Lamp is almofi fpent, the iiartled Flame 
begins to rouze itfelf, and burn afrefli, as if ^twou*d 
fain fubfift a little longer, thougji on the xtxy Dregs 
of its accuftomed Fuel > it crackles and fiafhes with 
greater Noife and Luflre than before, but prefently 
expires. So does this amorous Fire, when we are 
neareft to our DiiTobition, begin to trouble us mod, 
and makes our Soul to blade with Fevers of,Defirc 
and Grief, knowing hs Period is near. 

Mehemety Let thou and I keep our AiFedlions for 
the beautiful and conftant Daughters of Paradife, who 
will never caft an Eye on any Man befide their own* 
Doubtlefs this is Part of fupreme Felicity, 

Paris, i^$hofihe\othMo9n^ 
•fih€ Year 1673. 
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L E T T E R II. 

To the Selidar Aga, or Sword-Bearer 

to the Sultan. 

THIS has been a terrible Campaign to the 
Germans and their Confederates : For when 
they firft took the Field in the Spring, their Forces 
amounted to fixty* thoafand Men, but now at the 
breaking up, and going to their Winter Quarters, 
they could not number above twenty thoufand. So 
that they have loft two Parts in three of their Army. 
Whilft the French profper and arc vidlorious ; tak- 
ing their Towns and Cafiles, fubduing whole Pro* 
vinees to the Obedience of this invincible Mo- 
narchy and extending his Conquefts hr and wide 
through the French-Compte^ Lotrain^ jiiface, Bra- 
bant^ Flandersy Catalonia, and even to the Ifles of 
the Sea. 

I have formerly given an Account* to the Mi- 
nifters of the Porte, of all the moft remarkable 
Aftions performed in thefe fevcral Qs^''^^'^ » ^^^re 
remains only a late famous Vidlory gain*d by the 
Marefchal de Turenne near Strafiurgh^ of which I 
cannot give thee the Particulars, neither is it ytty 
material. But, in brief, I fhall acquaint thee, diat 
through the Connivance of the Eledlor of Menfx, 
and the Citizens of Strajhurgb^ the Confederate 
Forces, amounting to forty thoufand Men, |;ot 
Paf&ge over the Rhine, and had like to have ^r- 
priz'd the French, who were not above twenty 
five thoufand flrong. But the Vigilance and ^ood 
Conduft of Monfieur Turenne, prevented their jDe- 
fign, and turn'd the Fortune of War to his own 
Side. This wife General confidering the unequal 

Numbers 
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Numbers of his Enemies^ did not think it fit to en* 
gage his whole Army at once with theirs, left he 
ihoald be opprefTed with their Multitude, being at- 
moft double in Number to his. But he fought them 
by Detachments, fetting upon them ih their March : 
And this fuccecded very fortunately, for he was in 
PoiTeifioh of the mod advantageous Polls and FaiTes 
of the Country. He lined the Hedges with fome 
of his Men, who gatlM the Enemies as they march'd 
along the Roads. He planted others on the Dedive 
of Hills, under the Covert of Thickets which grew 
on each' Side of deep Ways, thro' which the Ene- 
mies muft pafs ; thefe annoy'd them forely from 
their fhady Heights, whilft fome attacked them. in. the 
Front. Thus by gradual Skirmilhes, he cut* off 
many Thoufands, and flre^'d the Roads' with dead 
Bodies : Till the Confederates perceiving how they 
were embarraf&M on all Hands, took the Advantage of 
a certain Wood, where they retrenched themfelvcj, 
and flood in their own Defence a long Time. But 
the French at length forced them from ^is Shelter, 
and then began a rormal Battel, which prev'd bloody 
to the Imperialijis : For they had above three thou- 
^nd of their Men killed upon the Spot, befkies 
thofe that were wounded and taken Frifoners. Thev 
loft alfo ten Pieces of their Cannon ; and the Ground 
was covered with CuiralTes, Halberts, Pikes, Mufkets, 
Swords, and all forts of Arms, which the Confede- 
rates left behind in their precipitate Retreat by NigKt. 
For fo general a Confternation had feizM the Minds 
of the Soldiery, that all the Rhetorick of the OfHcers 
was not fufficient to ftop their Flight. In this Bat- 
tle the Marefchal ile Turenne had his Horfe killM un,- 
der him by a MufketSbot, but he receivM no Hurt 
himfelf. 

He is a fortunate and wife General, knowing how 
to ferve himfelf of all Opportunities and Advantages 
pfTinie, Place^ and other Circumftances which 'oiler 
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tbemfelves to Man's Confideration in Time of War. 
He never attacks an Enemy, without beiog fare of 
getting the Vidory, or at leaft of retiring fecurelr 
and honoarably from the Combat. The French ule 
to fay. That if the Prince of Conde had an Alley of 
Turenne*j Earth in his Temper, and Turenne had tbt 
Prince of Conde*j Fire, there ivould nat be two fucb 
other Generals in the nuhole World, 

Serene J^a, Nature has difpensM her Gifts in 
thrifty Parcels : Every Man has his genial Excellency ; 
and *ti$ rare to find one whofe Faults do not counter- 
poife his Perfedlions. May Heaven turn (he right 
Scale for thee and me. 

F^ris, id of the \ft Moon^ 
of the Tear 1674. 
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LETTER III. 

^0 Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vak of 

Sidon. 



No W I will indulge facred Thoughts, and fol- 
low the Motions of Wifdom s 1 will ob^ the 
Infpirations of my better Genius, and difcourfe of 
things not fit for vulgar Ears. I will not caft my 
Holy Things to Dogs, nor expofe that which is pre- 
cious to the Feet of Swine. Let the Smith labour at 
his Anvil, and hammer the Metal into what Form 
he pleafes; his Eye is wailed with the perpetual 
Yagpar of tbe Fire i and as to intelle^ual Things, 

he 
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he is ftark blind. So is the Carpenter who works iti 
Timber, and hews away the Knobs and RoughntiTes 
with his Axe ; he faws it into Planks, and afterwards 
fmootfas it with his Plane ; he marks out his Work 
with Line and Plummet, and meafures it with Rule 
and CompaTs i he £ts one Piece to another, and whel» 
all is po]i(h*d and prepared to his Mind, he joins 
them together in a Frame^ and rejoices in the Succeii 
of his Induftry and Skill. 

Thefe and all other Mechan^cks bend their Mind 
to their Work ; that is the Scope of their Ambition $ 
and when they have done, they cat and drink the 
Fruit of their {abours. - They ftudy not the Sayings 
of famous Men, nor penetrate into the Myfleries of 
dark Parables ; they have no Inclinations to feek out 
the Wi£iom of the Antients, or to meditate on the 
Inflru^ons of Sages. Therefore with fuch as thefe 
I will not converfc, or talk of the Way of Perfcdlion : 
Nor yet with Wreftlers, Fencers, or Soldiers: I havie 
as little Hopes to prevail on Mariners, Lawyers, and 
Courtiers, or on any that are entangled in worldly 
Afiairs. But I addrefs my felf to a good and knoW" 
ing Man, whp underAands himfelf, and what hit 
Bufinefs is in this World ; who comprehends the 
Force of the Chains which entangle his Soul in this 
mortal Life, and is inftruded in the Method of dif- 
tngaging himfelf. To fuch a one I fpeak, and not 
to others, who lie fnoring in their Lethargy, and 
will not be wak*d. 

Certainly, 'tis as impofiible, that one and the fame 
Rule of Life fhould fit the various Tempers and Con- 
ditions of Men, as that one and the fame Courfb 
fhould be tak^p, effectually to difpofe a Aian to £eep^ 
and violently to keep him awake. For he that 
would ileep out his whole Life, if any be fo fottifh, 
it behoves him to procure a conilant Supply of Things 
which create Sleep. Wheraas he that deiigns to he 
vigilant and aAive, muft fumiih himfelf with fuch 
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Things as chafe away Sleep, and incline to Watch- 
falnefs. The former therefore ought to give himfelf 
up to Gluttony, Drunkennefs, and Surfeiting ; he 
Ihould have a dark Houfe, a foft and large Bed ; and 
Ihould ufe all aianher of Applications that caufe 
Drowfinefs; as Soporiferous Penumes, Potions, ^c. 
Whereas the latter ought to be always fober, to 
drink moderately, and eat a fiender Diet, to have 
a light Houfe, a ferene Air, a Senfe of Pain, a 
freight and hard Bed, little fitted for Man's Repofe. 

But whether we Mortals are in a Place where we 
ought perpetually to be upon our Watch ; or whether 
cur whole Life ought to be but one Night of Sleep, 
is known only to fuch as thee, who haft difcover*d 
the preftigious Magick of the Body, and how the 
Soul is enchanted in this World ; who haft found out 
the native Activity of the Mind, and how it comes 
to be ftupified by the hidden Opiats that lie lurking 
in the Flefh. 

Holy Santofte, whilft we are in this World of Sha- 
dows, we are perfect Exiles, banifh'd from our native 
country, which is the World of real Subftances : 
The more we are drenched in Matter, the farther do 
we ftraggle from home, \vandering in Foreign Defarts 
Qf enchanted Ground, where we converfe with none 
but empty Spedlres, Fairies, Demons, £lfs, and cheat- 
ing Apparitions. For all that's in this outward World, 
is but a falie DeluiioA, the Mimickry of Nature ; a 
Heap of Shadows reversed and tindur'd with a faint 
Proje£lion from the World of Light. 

Knowing therefore thefe Things, let us make hafte 
to return to our Native Seats again ; let us diveft our 
Islves of the ftrange Habits we have taken up by 
Imitation in this onr Pilgrimage, and purge our 
Minds of all the ill Qualities we have imbib'd on 
Earth : Let ns caft off corrupt A&dlions, Appetlties 
and Inclinations; with every vain and falfe Opinion. 
When we are freed from all thefe Weights^ oarSoule 

wiU 



V6L. VIII. a Spy at Pa k i s. f 

Tvill eafily mount aloft, their Whigs never flagging; 
till they perch upon the Trees of Paradife. What 
i$ more generous than the Mind of Man> whep once 
awaken'd from the Slumbers of this mortal Life t 
How it defpifes thefe terrene Enjoyments, and onl)r 
pants and thirHs for the fupreme Delights above! 
As Irons turns itfelf, and makes its amorons Ap- 
proaches to the Magnet ; fo is the Soul attra^ed b/ 
the original Eflence which is its Source andXentrv. 

There are two Species of Chains which tie the Sout 
down to this Earth, and caufe her to grow dull and 
torpid, as if ihe were inebriated with deadly Poifon^ 
forgetting her very native Faculty of ContemplatioiK 
Thefe are Pleafure and Pain, of which our Senle is 
the Author, with the PrepofTeflion, Phantaiies, Opi>^ 
kiions. Memories, and Appetites which accohipan/ 
our Senfe. Thefe harry and precipitate the Sei^ 
down from her proper Manfion, and alienate ber froni 
^e Love of the dnly true fublbntial Being r There^ 
fore we ought to abflain from feniible Things as much 
as in us lies, and fhun all Objects that Air lip liie* 
gular Appetites> and produce Abfurdities m oar Re»* 
u>n.. 

How many firange AfFe£liens Bow from our Tafle, 
binding fail the Sod with a double Cord, whilA the 
high Relilh and Guft of favoury Meats enfnare her 
in the Palate as in a Net, and the Load of indigefted 
Crudities weighs and finks her down into the Belly» 
where ibe's kept as in a Dongeoa^ till facred Abfti- 
Aence releafes her again. 

The i^enfe of Touch does often draw the onwar/ 
Soul forth from her FaflnciTes within, trepanning her 
with foft Allurements and fly Promifes of Pleafure ta 
take the Air o'th' Body. Thus having got her into 
the open Field, an Ambufcade of LufU,, Concu* 
ipifcences, Perturbations^ Fears, Cares, Love,. Joy^ 
Grief, and other P^ffions, ruili upon her on a fudden^ 
aad uke hex captive. How neceilary therefore i» it 
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to be alv^ys on our Guards and not to Idl our felves 
in dangerous Security I Nor ought we to be rafh and 
fool-hardy, in venturing on a Combat, where 'ti^ 
better to decline it ; leH inflead of ViAory, we be- 
tray the Weaknefs of oar Arms^ and want of propef 
CondaA« . 

. . O perfea Man ! Thou feeft (hefe Things in d^aier 
light th^n I i *ti$ not to inform thee that I writes, 
but to <^nfirni my /elf, whilft I colled my fcatter*4 
Thoi:^ht9 and put them in Order. If thou ihalt 
youchfaie.to fend me thy Conceptions on this Subjed^ 
% will rorere the blefTed Difpatch^ as tho' it were aa 
Oracle. 

r In the mean while, ma/ Heaven regard thy in- 
iiocent XM^t a(id ftill protefl thee from the Cafa- 
alties. tha( , threaten all of mortal Race. May thy 
Prayers be heard, and thy good Works rewarded. 
Finallyj may thy End be like that of Enochs who 
aevjer faw Deaths but was tra^flated alive to Paradiff ^ 

. Paris, ^ib ef the id Moon^ 
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LETTER IV, 



To Ali Bafla. 



IT is evident. That the French Anns are <fcftin*i 
not. to raft: One Provocation or other always 
keeps them in Adion. The neighbouring Princes 
and States take their Turns to ai&ont and injure this 
Monarch ; and fometinoes they fet upon hiiu all toge* 
ther. Surely, they envy and fear the ri&ig Fortune 
of France, and therefore ftrive by Stratagems and 
Force to check its Growth. 

There having been fever^ A^s of Ffoftility donae 
hy the Government of the Bfanijb Netherlands, with- 
out any Hopes of a 'fair Redrefs, this King found 
himfelf oblig'd to declare opefl War againft Spain, 
. This was done very lately, and at the fame time 
the Duke de Noailles was ^ent with an Army into 
Flanders ; where he foon took the Town and Caftle 
of AubeJ^ne ; the Towns of Pe/me, and Momais i thp 
Caftle of Oigwf, with the Towns of Gray, and Fezonfm 

This laft is a Place of confiderable Importance, 
being called the Gate of Lerrain, and the Poilern of 
the franche Comfte. Whereby this Monarch is be- 
come adual Mafter of the Baillage of Jmont, which 
comprehends above five hundred Villages. 

The Spmiards (being him thus faccefsful, and that 
they could not by open Refinance flop the Oourfe 
of his Viflories, took another Method, and fought 
to undermine him by Plots and Confederacies with 
fome of his Subje6is. 

They had agreed with the Chevalier de Rehan 
to fettle on him a Pen£on of Eight Thoufand 
livifi a Year, and to prefent him out of hand 
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with five thoufand Piftoles^ if he would put them ia 
PofTefBen oi ^Ikbouf, a flrong Place in the ProTinofr 
of Normafu^, 

The Chevalier de Rohan had made himftlf and then» 
|)elieve, that it was in his Power with much Eafe ta 
perform this: Bot he was mijQaken. Some of hi» 
Friends fay« he never thought of accomplifliing hit 
Bargain, his Credit being too fmall in that Place ^ 
and that he only aimed to repair his Fortune, by 
cheating the Spaniards of their five thoufand PiUoles. 
However, the Plot was difcovered to the Frmch King» 
who had his Spies in all Corners of the Kingdom. 
7he unfortunate Chevalier was feized and brought 
to the Bailik, and being convified of Treafon, was 
condenmed to loie his Head^ which was accordingly 
executed. 

The Marquis of ViUariy and the Sieur ii Pifeau, 
fufj^r'd the iame Punifhment, as Accomplices in the 
Treafon. Another Fnmb Lord of the Party was 
kiird in defending himfelf againft thofe who were 
orderM to arreft him. Thefe had undertaken to de« 
£ver other Places of Strength into the Hands of the 
Solknderi who firft began the War. 

Had their Confpiracy taken efie^ it would have 
l>een na difficult Matter lo corrupt other Grandtes 
with the Sfanijh Gold, and fo a Third Part of France 
might have been fold for a Price not allowable ia 
the Markets of Kings. For it feems the Hollanden 
and Spaniards were upon the Point of making their 
Defcents in Nortnanify and Bntagniy being invited 
thereto by the large Promifes of the Peripns before- 
named^ and their Confederates, who made them be^ 
iieve^ that a great Part of the Nobility and Gentry 
€f thofe Provinces would come over to them, as foon 
as they faw them landed ; and there was no need to 
.lear any Opporidon* from the Vulgar, who are bound 
to follow the Fortune of their. Lords. Beiides^ they 
9it always defirous of Novelty and Change.. 
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There is nothing fo abje£^^ poor and conteim>tible» 
as the Feaiantry of France, who labours only for 
others, whilil they can hardly get Bread for them* 
felves ont of all their Toil. In a Word> they are 
abfolate Slaves to them whofe Tenants they are, and 
whofe Lands they farm. They are not more op- 
yiefied by the Publick Taxes and Gabels^ than they 
are by the private Impofitions of their Country Lords^ 
befide the unrcafonable Demands of the Friefts. 
Thefe Suftrines difpofis them to wifii for a Revola* 
tion in the Government^ ^m which they might 
hope to receive gender Ufage. 

'Twas this, partly, which encom^ged the HoA- 
landers and Spaniards to think of invading France : 
Otherwife, they had only been upon the defenfive*. 
This King has to do with a great many potent £ne< 
inies. The Emperor holds him play on the Rhine ; 
the Duke of Lorrain give^ l)im Diverfion in hii 
new Conquers on that Side. The Xing of Spain 
puts him to a great Expence of Men and Money ia 
Flanders. The Hollanders infefl him by Sea, and 
would do by Land if they knew which way. Yei 
this Monarch copes with them all ; bafRes their Plots 
and Intrigues, foils their Arms, daily gains Ground, 
and by a continued Series of Conquefts, makes it ap- 
parent, that his is the only flouriihing Fortune in the 
Weft. 

The King of Snneden had made certain Propofak 
of Peace between the Emperor, the King of France^ 
the. King of Spain, the States of Holland^ and fome 
of the Electoral Princes. In order to which, he of- 
.ferM himfelf to become a Mediator between tkem* 
He fent his Ambailadors accordingly to a Place agreed 
upon by all Parties, as the moft convenient for 
Conferences of this Nature. So did all the other 
Princes and States concerned in the War. But it 
feems there was a grofs' Affront put upon GuiUaumt 
de Furfiimbirgi Pknipotentiary to the Eledor ^ 
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Cdtgfh bf the MarqiuB ih Gr^na, Ambafl«d<Mr to the 
i&vperor. 

This was deeply refemted ^t the Fnncb Court, u 
being a* notorious Breach of the Law of Nations s 
aad dm King puUifhM a Manifefto» wherein he 
diarg*d the Emperor with giving Order for this 
Infolt; dedaring alfo, that unleis due Satis&fUoii 
were nvide, he would withdraw his Ambafladora 
from the Place of Conference, and feek Juilice with 
Sword In Hand. 

He eomplain*d to the King of S'vndeland of this 
Violence, and entered in a dofe and ftrid League 
with him* Guftavus prefently re-calls his Ambsifla- 
dors from the publick Meeting, commanding them 
to proteft againft the AdUon of u» Marquis de GranA, 
as a Violation of the Civil-Lawsc The French King 
\m done the fame, and all thiags feem to portend a 
general DiftrafUon in Europi. 

Thoie of the Roman Church £ght againft one 
another, as well as they combine againft the Pro- 
tiftants, whom they efteem as the common Enemy^ 
and have little better Regard for them, than we 
Muffulmans have for the Ptrfian Kifilhafchu whom 
we execrate as abominable Hereticks. One fort of 
Proteftaiits alfo cabal againft another ; the Lutberans 
hate and perfecute the Calvinijis; which the latter 
return with equal Animoiity. Thefe Infidels are 
caught in the Devirs Snares, where they bite and 
devour one another. They are in egregious Dark- 
nefs, tofs*d about in a Tempeft of Erron. They 
are furrounded with Enchantments: Their Gaides 
are- Sorcerers and Magicians : Hell has a Hand in all 
their Deviees. 

O ye true Believers, lift up your • Heads : For 
the Hour is approaching, wherein the ancient Pro- 
phecies muft be fulfilled ; That the Dragon of the 
Eaft Jball wage War with the Eagle of the Weft, and 
fiaU de^tur him wiob with aii^ bit Ffathtn, Woe 

be 
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be to dm, O Land of Ji^b^t, in tb€ Year 1790 of 

the ChriiUan Style. 

Mighty Bafa, thou who haft not im9)xs*d 1^ 
my Years, mayeft live to fee thfle Things cx>Qie t^ 
psUs : As for mo» I am haftpning ur the Spirits af 
iny Fathers, to a R^ion of ^t nee and eternd R»' 
Ciremrat, to 9 Place where aU the V^ifies of thia 
£arth ihall be for^otteii. 

In the mean Tini% live thou to be a Witnefs of 
the Grand Revdi^tion whi9b fll»U aAottiib all th^ 
World. ' 

Paris, ph ofihi 3^ MmHi, 
rf fh Tiur 1674. 



L E T T E R V. 

^0 Cara Hali, Pb^cian to the Grand 

Signior, 



PRalfe be to God, From whom alone proceed 
Health, Long Life, and Immortal Happinelsi 
in the whole Family of Fevers, I never was muck 
fubjedl to any, except it were that of Love.* Thia 
indeed is become habitual to me ; 'tis grown a pei^ . 
fe^ Hedlick ; furely 'tis more than fecond Nature. 
I feel fomething in the vtry Roots of my Eflence, 
prompting me to eternal SofcneiTes, wild melting 
Pits of frefh Platonick tender PaiTions ; nothing can 
provoke my Hatred, but an obdurate furly-temper'4 
^ellow^ who b^ing the O&pring of ibme bloody But- 
cher^ 
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cher. Poulterer, or greafy Cook, his vtry Face 
portends H prefent MafTacre ; and all his Words 
breathe nothing dfe but a continued Train of 
cruel Wrongs and Violences againft die Innocent. 
Ilty to him founds like the ^^ws of Famine to a 
fiarving Man. But if you would make him fmiie^ 
and put him in eood Humour, tell him how 
he may get an Eftate, by oppr^ng the Father- 
lefs and Widows ; or increaSfe his Wealth, by 
ruining whote Families. Tell him how he may 
over-reach fome filly credulous young Heir, or 
out-wit his Neighbour in a Bargain. He che* 
rilhes a Spider in hi» Brain, and his Heart is 
full of Webs. To fuch a Temper as thb I can- 
not be reconciled ; there is an innate Antipathy^ 
an immortal Contrariety in our Souls. My Spi- 
Mt -is -daunted, and retreats witbtR me at the SiriK 
of fuch an one : A Langour and Faintnefs feizes 
my Limbs. I am like one that has touched a 

Surely, there is no Species of four-footed 
Beafts, of Birds, of Fifli, of Infedls, Reptiles^ or 
iny other living Using, whoie N^turq i^ not 
found in Man. How exa£Uy agreeable to the 
Fox are fome Mens Tem|)ers ? Whilft others 
are perfect Bears in human Shape. Here yon 
(hall meet a Crocodile, who f^eks with leigned 
Tears to entrap you to your Ruin: There a fly 
Serpent creeps, and . winds himfelf into your Af- 
fcdtions I and when he is well warmM with Fa- 
vours, on a fudden he will bite and AIng you to 
Death. Tygers, Lions, Leopards, Panthers, 
Wolves, and all the monftrous Generations of 
•Jfrick^ may be feen mafqnerading in the Forms 
of Men. And *tis not hard for an obfenring 
Mind to fee their natural Complexion, through the 
borrowed Vizor. The Phyfiognomy of Vice and 
Virtue are eafily diftinguHhedl There ax« fom* 
^ iecict 
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fecret Charaflers in tyerj Face, which fpeak 
the Natare of the Perfon. So does Platonick 
Love, with Eagle Eyes foon trace the Signatures 
of what is amiable in the Soal. We read the 
hidden Qaalities of Men at the firft Glance ; and 
hence are lafUns; Friendfhips often contracted. I 
love my Friends without Referve ; and becaufe 
thofe are very few among our mortal Race, I 
Gontrad Familiarities with the harmlefs Ani- 
inals : I ftudy like a Lover to oblige and win 
their HeaitSf by all the tender Offices I can per- 
form. I b^r with Patience their wild froward 
Tricks, till conflant Perfeverance vanquishes thehr 
flubborn Humours : Then when we once begin 
to underdand each other aright, they make me 
a Thouiand fweet Returns of Gratitude according 
to their Kind. When I am melancholy, they will 
foon divert me with one pretty Trick or other, as 
if they were fehfible of my Pain. 
' But becaufe my Love is large and flrong, flill 
feeking to dilate it felf, though flill recoiling 
from the degenerate Race of Men ; I go into the 
Fields and Woods, and make my filent Court 
«nto the Trees and Flowers, and fometimes I 
converfe in Raillery with Eccho's. JL languiOi 
on the Banks of Cryftal Streams, and pine away 
on an old MofTy Rock. The Oak inflames ta« 
with a Sacred Paflion, when I behold her Vene- 
rable Bulk and Shade. I could almoU turn Druid 
for her fake, and take my Refidence up for ever 
in her hollow Trunk; where the kind Genii of 
the Air would vifit met, and tell me Things t« 
come, inHrudling me in all the Myfleries of Na« 
ture ; for I am in Love even with thofe invifible 
Beings; and often toU my Paflion to them in the 
Woods, or on fome Mountain, where the cour>> 
teous Winds tranfport my Words, and waft their 
/ecret Anfwers back again. Then is my Soul 

fnatche4 
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faatehed up in facred Extafies, becaufe the Im- 
mortals condefcend to talk with mc. I of^n fal 
into a Trance, and wake not till the San is got 
half into the other Hemifphere. Then I re- 
folve to pafs away the Night in this fweet Soli- 
tude. 

Had I ^e Tongues or Pens of Cicero and Di- 
snophenes^ I CQuld not to the Life exprefs the 
Pleafures that 'I feel at fuch a Time, when itw 
and undiflurbed I can for feveral Hours behold 
the Motions of the Moon and Stars. Oh God! 
What Thoughts, what Contemplations rife with- 
in my Bread ? My raviOied Soul is ready to break 
Prifon for Joy, when it is infpired with certain 
Demonilrations of the World^s Eternity. Methinks 
^t fuch a Time, I hear the Noife and Buftle 
of the Worlds above : Methinks I . fee the afiive^ 
bufy Tenants of the Moon and Stars trudging 
about their daily Buiinefs, even like us Mortals 
here .below. Then ^tis I naufeate the narrow 
Principles of Ignorant, Superllitious Men ; I hate 
to think of ever returning to the City again» 
there to prophane ttiy Realon with the vain Dif- 
courfe of Self- conceited Fools and Idiots. I am 
cloy'd with . Life, and Wiih to die amidft thefe 
charming Speculations, Thus do I pafs the Time 
fiway, till fair Aurora ufhers in the Rofy-finger^d 
Morn. Then I begin to reflect on my Duty as a 
Mujfulnuin^ and Slave to the Grand Signior. I 
liafte to waih ny felf in the next Stream, and 
^hearfttlly proftrate my felf upon the Ground, 
edoring the Eternal Source of all Things. After 
which* abundantly fatisfied with thefe No^urnal 
Pleafuits, I return to the City, and to my Bufinefsa 
confideriog. That I were not wholly born for Con- 
(emplaiion. 

Learned 
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Learned Halu I wifh tbec confanunate Happinefs 
in this Life^ and fortunate Tranfmlgrations after 
Death ; praying alfo, that I may merit one Day to 
enjoy thy Company in Paradife, where we nuiy dif- 
couiie thefe Things more at large, and in a dearCjr 
Light than what this Earth affords. Adlea« 

F^ris, zd of the ^th Moon, 
nfthe Year 1674. 



LETTER VL 

Tlo Kerker HalTen^ Bafla^ 



To what Purpofe am 1 kept longer in Tarts T 
Why do the Miniders of the Porte put the 
Grand Signior to a needlefs Expence in maintaining 
here an old fuperahnuated Slave, not worth his daily 
Bread ? And yet« God knows, I eat not much, nei- 
ther can I tafle any Pleafure in that little I eat. My 
Kefedlions are like the EnterViinments of Magical 
Tables, where the Eye is deluded with a feir Shew 
of various Delicacies, but the Stomach is not fatisfie^ 
with any real Food, nor the Body ilrengthened by 
any fubflantial Nouriihment. Only the languifhii^ 
Imagination feeds on Phantaflick Difhes, mert Sha- 
dows, and En(:hanted Referoblances of iblid Meati 
while the Max) is ready to faint for Hunger. So J 
feem to my felf to eat and drink, but it is with fe 
little Guft .at prefent, and I receive fo little Benefit 
from it afterwards, that all appears no more than a 
yiiionary Feaft^ or a Collation in a Dream* 

I have 
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I have now pafsM the Grand ClimaAcr of Ha- 
inan Life, being enterM into the Sixty-Fourth Year 
of my Age. My Senfes droop^ and all the Faculties 
of my Soal and Body decay apace. My Bones arc 
weary of fapporting their accuflomed Burden. My 
Sinews and Mufdes refufe to perform the Officei of 
Motion, at lead their Vigor is much ilacken*d and 
impair*d. In a Word, the Infirmities of my Body 
have rankM me under a new Predicament ; I ain be- 
come a Three footed Animal, being forced to walk 
with a Staff, to prevent the Neceffity of metamor- 
'^hofing my Hands to Feet, asd crawling on all 
Four. 

Judge nbwit Illuftrious Jrah^^ fJt^T what I have 
iaid, whether I am fitting to do the Grand Sigoior 
Service in this Station. As for the Intrigues of the 
Court, I am quite tired of thrm. Befides, here are 
now no* more Richlieus and Mazarines in beings 
with whom I might infinuate on the Score of Skill 
in tranflating Greek, Sc/a<vomck, Jrahici, and other 
Eaftem Languages. Ofmin the Dwarf is alfo dead, 
'l&om whom I ufed to learn many Secrets. Fate has 
alfo fnatchM away feveral Courtiers with whom I had 
intimate Converfe. Add to this, that Eliacbim grows 
old and crazy, who was once as my Right-tiand : 
So prompt and dextrous in any Bufinefs of Dif- 
-ficnlty ; Faithful alfo as my' own Heart, which 
never was tainted with the leaft Symptom of Dil^ 
loyalty. So that all Things confidered, I cannot fee 
what the Sublime MiniHers can propofe in retaining 
«ie at Paris, 

I do not defire, as formerly, to travel into India^ 
'<a any other Region of the Eafl : I de not fo 
much as covet to fee my own Native Country, 
for which I have had fnch paiiionate Longings. 
No, every Place will be Aralna to me ; where I 
-may reft from Bufinefies of State, and fhut up my 
lac^^ Days in QnieCnefs. It is Time for me to bid 

Adieu 
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Adieu to the A£live Life,, and betake my felf wholly 
to Contemplation. I would faiii abandon, not only 
the aflual Vanities of this fading World, but the 
very Remembrance and Thoughts* of them. My 
Mind is naufeated with the Ideas of paH - Folly» 
which Men falfly call Pleafure : And I find no Guft 
in any thing but the Meditation of Death, and the 
unknown State of departed ISobls. All other Things 
are uncertain Toys and empty' Trifles. But that 
great Change, which no Mortal hath ever yet efeaped^ 
is liable, permanent and fix*d by Deiliny. Fate has 
fet the Period, which winds up t)ie Epocha of tytry 
Man*s Life in this vifible State, and begins a new 
Htgira, whereof we. have no Computation, in re- 
gard we have no Correfpondence with that unknown 
World : Neither are there any certain HiHories ex- 
tant, which can rightly inform us. The Flight of 
the Soul from the Body begins the Myfterious Date, 
but where pr when it will end, is not known to us 
that ftay behind. This therefore alone is worthy of 
an Old Man's Thoughts, how to prepare himfelf 
for Death, flnce he cannot protradl the Term of 
his Life beyond the Moment allotted by Heaven* 
Neither can he be aflured what will become of him 
afterwards. 

Think not, Serene Baja^ that I am going to lay 
a Train for the Reputation of a Saint, or would fee 
up all on a fudden for an extraordinary pious Man. 
No, there's nothing of that in it. I hate the rieid 
Hypocrify of forcM Penance ; and the Religious Lu- 
nacy of thofe, who never think they do enough to 
atone for their Sins, unlefs they out-do Humanity 
it felf in their cruel Mortifications. Thefe are Mon- 
llers in all good Divinity, aiid their Example is not 
to be followed. 

What I aim at in this Difcourfe, is, that as accord- 
ing to the Order of Nature, and Will of Deftiny^ 
we are born Men, fo we (hoidd take Care to live and 

die* 
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^e. /fnd if we have fufler^d the former Part of our 
Life to elapfe without due Reflexion on fo impor- 
tant a Truth ; it is but Reafon, that when we ap« 
proach near the Grare, when all ouV Senfes, Factu* 
ties and Members do the Part of King Philif^ Page* 

Sutting us daily and hourly in mind of our Morta* 
ty ; it is but Reafon, I fay, that then we ihould 
begin to ncollefl our felves, and to think where* 
abouts we are ; that we may not be furprized by the 
inevitable Decree of Fate, when it come9 to be put 
in Execution ; nor die lefs than our felvc;;^. 

Befidesy there is another Advantage in being thus 
prepared for the laft things ; fince it eaually arms us 
againft all intermediate Calamities, luppofmg wd 
fhould live longer than we reckon. He that can 
boldly flare Death in the Face, will not eafily turn 
his Back upon any Misfortune of this incondant Life. 
But receiving all Things with an even Temper, ren- 
ders himfelf happy in the midft of Troubles, LofTes, 
Difgraces, Pains, Sickneffes, and other C^fualties 
which afTault.all that live on Earth. 

Magnificent Baffa, all that I have faid, is but a 
Prologue to my main Purpofe, which is to defirt thy 
Mediation with the Firft /^/js/r, that I may be re- 
caird from an Eqiployment wherein I cannot be fo 
ferviceable as I have been ; and which at the fame 
Time, by impofmg on me a Thoufand Cares, takes 
from me the PoiTibility of preparing as I ought to 
do, for that Tranfmigration, which in a little Time 
I muft pafs through. 

In a Word, Right Noble KerJ^er, I defire the Pri- 
vilege to end my Days in Conjlantinople^ among the 
Mujulmans, under the •Venerable Shade of Mofques 
and Minarets^ confecrated to the Service and Honour 
of the Eternal Unity. Let me not have worfe Ufage 
than the Ancient Roman Soldiers had, who when 
they had ferved- in the Wars fach a certain Num- 
ber 
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hex of Years^ were difcharged with an HoBOurable 
PeniioB. 

This is all the Favour I requeil, who hayfe ferv*d 
the Grand Signior feithfully, and with Succeis theft 
Bight and Thirty Years, in a Countiy of Infidels. 
But if my Superiors ihall determine otherwife, I am 
itfign^d td their Plea^re, and to the Will of Deiliny, 

Paris, zzdif iht 6th Moon^ 
tf theYtar 1674. 
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LETTER VIL 

^0 All Ruftan Begb, Serafquier tn 

Dalmatian. 



THou fhalt hear how a famous Chriftian General, 
the Marefihal de Turenne^ deported him(e]f» 
when he was lately challenged to a iingle Combat 
by the Prince Palatine of the Rhine, 

' It feems, this latter had been a great Sufierer by 
the prefent War between France and the ponfedf rata^ 
Princes ; for his Country lying near the Rhine, was 
expofed to both Parties, and the French firft en* 
tfer'd it. 

' There were fomc Englijh Troops in the French* 
Army, who had conceived an implacable Revenge 
againfl the Subje^s of the Palatine, in regard> 
many of their Comrades had been barbaroufly 
handled by them., Wh^iefore they made great 

Devailation 
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I>evafiation where-erer they came ; burnt Five 
and Twenty great Villages to the Ground, and 
Five fmall Cities. In a Word, they quite ruin'd 
in Fifteen Days Time the whole Country, which 
is efteem*d the moft pleafant and agreeable Part of 
Eurote, 

Tnis put the £le£lor all in Choler, and he 
wrote a iharp Letter to the Marefchal Turennep 
threatning him in a furious Manner, and bid- 
ding him chufe the Place, where he might fight 
with him in iingle Duel. But the Sagi Ma-^ 
refchal retaining his ufual Moderation, and not 
' at all moved at the Paiatineh Letter, anfwerM it 
in tfaefe or the like Terms ; That the Proceedings ^ 
the EngHfh Regiments woere without his Order or 
Approbation ; ^at he ivas infinitely troubled at the 
Violences t^hicb had been committed i and that th$ 
thief Authors bad been punijhed, Neverthelefs, he 
could not but declare. That the cruel Treatment ivhich 
ehi Engliih had met nvith, had fo exajperated their 
Companions^ that it tuas no luonder to fee them execute 
their Revenge^ even on the very inanimate Things, And 
that in the firft Heat and Tranjport of their Fury, they 
had not leifure to examine nvho nvere guilty, and nvha 
not. He added likewife. That if the Poft ivhich thg- 
Kir^ his Mafter had appointed him voould permit him 
to accept of his Challenge, he nvould not refufe it, 
eountir^ it an Honour to meafure his Arms ivith thofe 
of fo illuftrious a Prince : But that as Things nuere, be 
dejsr^d to be excufid. 

In former Days fuch an Anfwer as this would 
luve been taken for an Argument of Cowardife in 
a Man profeiCng Arms. There was nothing more 
common among thefe Infidels, than to decide their 
private Controverfies, Grudges, and Quarrels, by 
the Sword : and their Laws allow*d it. If any 
Man had accufed another wrongfully, or had done 
him ^ny other Injury, he did not run prefently 

tQ 
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to the Cadi's or Lawyers for Redrefs^ but had re-^ 
courfe to his Arms : And whofoever got the Vidory, 
his Caufe was pronounced juft. But fince the Com- 
jnerce which has been eflablifhM between the Mufful- 
mans and the Nazarenes, thefe latter have learnedjo 
forfake fo im.pipus a Pradtice, being afham'd that the 
Followers of Mahomet, whom they call Infidels, 
ihould outdrip them in the Peaceablenefs of their 
Tempers ; a Virtue fo earneftly recommended to the 
Practice of all Chriftians by Jefus the Son of Mary, 
fieiides^ they have found the Inconveniences of thefe 
private Combats ; and they are generally forbidden 
now in moft Countries of Europe. This is owing to 
tlie Examples of the Muffulmansy whofe Anger againft 
each other fcarce ever proceeds to contumelious Words, 
much lefs to Blows, or any Attempt upon Life*' 
For when a Difpute arifes between two True Be- 
Kevcrs, and they become never fo little paflionate 
thereupon, 'tis but for a third Perfon, one of the 
Faithful, to interpofe himfelf, and reproach them 
with violating the Laws of the Prophet, and the Ho- 
nour of their Profeffion, and they immediately arc 
made* Friends again. Such Magick there is in the 
Force of thefe Words ; Fie, fie ! What ! MuffhimoMs, 
and quarrel? The ufual Reprimand of the By-ilanders. 
Which is an evident Argument, That our holy Reli- 
gion has a greater Influence on the Hearts and Con- 
fciences of thofe that profefs it, than has that of the 
Haxarenes, For whilft thefe pretend to believe and 
honour the MeJJtas as their Lawgiver, they difobey 
him in their daily Pradlice, and fo give the Lye to 
their Faith, difcovcring that it has no Efficacy on 
their Morals. Doubtlefs, ^he Mejfias was holy, 
chafle, peaceable, humble, and harmlefs. But it 
k rare to find any of thefe Virtues among his Fol- 
lowers. He bid them return Good for Evil, BleJJsngi 
fir Curfesy and tofuffer all Injuries patiently, after his 
Example ; but they invert the Order of his Precepts, 

C and 
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and read tlitm backward, as they by Witches do the 
Paiir-mfter, 

When Judas cane to feiase him in the Garden of 
Githfimani^ with a Train of Officers and Raffians, 
one of Ji/us\ Retinue drew his Whinny, and cut off 
an Ear from the Servant of the High-Prieft. Bat the 
Son of Mmj was fo &r from cbmmeadiDg his Zeal in 
this, that hi bid him fut up bis S*word, telling him 
W/ithsl, Thai wlfcjbe^er draws the $<uJ9rd, fifall per^ 
fy tbi S<word» At the feme time, he reftor*d the Fel- 
iow*s Ear again by a Miracle. 

Magnanimous Serajquiir, what I have iaid, en- 
trenches not on the Right of lawful War in Defeace 
of one^s Cbantry, or of the Volume brought down 
from Heaven. The ficred Combat was ever allowed 
of by God and Man. 

Thoa art now engaged in this Caufe againU Infidels : 
Fight generottfly ana vanquiih. But enter not into 
private Duels with any Man, though he be a Prince, 
without the Grand Signior^s Con&nt. For thd Safety 
of his Royal Perfon Spends upon the Prefervation of 
Ids faithfol, valiant^ and wife Generals. 

Puis, t%th if tht i$b MuH» 
tftbt T(ur 1674. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Ito the fame, 

w 

. I 

I Will now give thee a brief Account of the famoos 
Battle of Sen^; which makes a great Noiie ia 
Europe, and is reckonM one of the mo& terrible thai; 
has been fought in thefe Parts for many Ages. For 
it will not be amiis to let thee know the particular 
Circmiifbinces of this Combat, the good Condafc of 
the French Generals, as alio their Overfights and 
Errors : That thou may^ft make a right Uw of fucit 
Examples, in the Difficuteies which ms^ enviroA 
thee through the Chance of War. 

On the ninth of this inftant Moon, the Confederafie 
Forces amounting to iixty thou&nd Men, marched 
with their Left Wing to a Place calPd Jriexp and 
their Right to the Foreft of Bttrffertr^^ where they 
encampM, having before them a Vxlhige caird Bentf'^ 
fituated in Brabant. They tarried there on the Tenth 
Day, and next Morning parted from thence, march- 
ing in three Lines, counting the Baggage for one. 
Whilft the Prince de Vaudemont commanded a fiody 
of fix thoufand Spanifl? Horfe, to cover their March^ 
and to ikirmiOi with the Fremtb^'hS there fliduld be 
occafton, till the whole Army were ia Order. 

As ibon as the Prince of Condi was advertizM of 
thefe Motions, he was refolv'd to take Advantage of 
their Neccffity, and to attack them befone they coukl 
poffibly get together into a Body capable of fuHaia* 
ing the Shock of the French Army, which was clofeiy 
embattled. To this End he causM one Part of the 
'Army with four Pieces of Cannon, to crofs the River 
of Piifen, where unfdpe^led they might obferve the 
Enemies Motions. Another Part he polled in a 

Q z deep 
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deep Valley, where the Confederates could not per- 
ceive them : And that nothing might be wanting to 
his full Information of their Advances, he causM the 
Marefchal of the Camp, with a confiderablp Detach- 
ment, to gain a certain^Hill, from whence lying un- 
der the Covert of thick Woods, he might attend 
every Step of the Enemy, without being difcover^d 
bimfelf. 

When the Prince had made all tbofe Preparation^^ 
he fent the Marquis dt Rannes^ and the Chevalier 
de ^elladet^ with the Dragoons under their Command, 
to ailault the Confederates not far from Seuef, This 
was perform^ with fo much Vigour, that they drove 
them into the Village, with no little Slaughter of the 
Spaniards : But not fatisiied withjhis, they attacked 
them in the Village it Mf; and after a long and 
bloody Confli£l, the French beat *em thence alfo, 
purfuing them into the Plain, till at lad both the 
whole Armies were tnf^^d pell-mell. Then was the 
Fight cruel and fierce, the Officers of both Sides be- 
having themfelves with fur palling Bravery, and the 
Soldiers not ihrinldng from their valiant Leaders. 
But Fortune favour'd the French, who, before they 
quitted the Plain, became Mailers of all the Hollanders 
Baggage, Ammunition, Powder, and Money, which. 
they brought with them to pay the Army. Then 
the Prince of Condi chasM them into the Village <rf 
Dufay, where the Confederates entrenched themfelves 
under the Covert of a Caflle, and a flrong Church. 
But that a£live General would not fufFer them to reH 
long there ; he fet upon them on all Hands fo furi- 
oufly, that they were forced to abandon the Place, 
and enter the Plain the fecond Time. The Battle had 
now lafled five Hours, and great was the Slaughter on 
both Sides. The French took almofl four thoufand 
Priibncrs, and kill'd as many upon the Spot, befides 
thofe that they left wounded. Which fo weakened 
iand difcourag'd the Confederates, that the next 

Day 
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Day they redr'd, and left the Fremb Mailers of the 
Field. 

Now I will tell thee, That had the Prince of Cond^ 
been contested with his iirft Vidlory at Sene/, he 
had fav'd abundance of French Blood. For, in that 
Fight, the Confederates loil above two thoufand 
Men, and the French fcarce a hundred. But the 
Fierynefs of his Temper carried him beyond his 
Judgment, to purfue them into difficult Places. So 
that in the winding up of the Matter, though the 
Victory was his, it coil him above £fteen hundred 
Lives of his Soldiers, which might have been as well 
fpared, and his Honour remained the fame. 

Valiant Serafquier^ I fend thee this Narrative, as 
a Chart by which to fleer thy Courfe in the like 
Emergencies ; adviiing thee to temper thy Courage 
with &ge Condud and Prudence, and not to facrihce 
thy Men to a ralh Caprice of martial Phrenfy. 

Paris, I zth of the ()th Moon, 
of the Tear 1674. 
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LETTER IX. 

^0 Mehemet, an Exird Eunuch, at 
Alcairo in Egypt. 



How changeable is tlie State of Mortals ; how 
inconfiantourThottghtd, Paflionsy Words, and 
AAions ! We are never fix'd long on any Thing. If 
we are invited to caft Anchor a while in feme calm 
and ferene Seafon, whilft we furl the Sails of human 
Care and Anxiety ; if we are permitted to careen and 
yecruit oar weather-beaten Spirits, enjoying fome fhort 
Interval of Refi and Eafe ; the Indulgence foon e^e- 
pireSy and we are forcM to weigh and hoiil with 
double Diligence, left we incur a Wreck. The 
Tempers raisM by our evil Stars blow hard upon us ; 
we run adrift, and are tofsM up and down on the 
Billows of human Mifery, without any approved Pi- 
lot, Chart, or Compafp, to direfl us in the uncertain 
Road of Life. We float at Random, in a Sea of 
perpetual Hazards and Difficulties. 

O, Mthemet ! I will not now, as once formerly I 
did, wifh my felf in one of the Egyptian Pyramids, 
or court the Society of Gholb and Demons : I will 
not take San^uary in thofe Aiperannuated Prifons of 
Royal Souls i, nor feek Diveriion among the Dead. 
Not the black Masquerades of Cheops Sepulchre, 
danc*d each Night by antique Shadows, or wildeft 
Meafures of Hobgoblins in the Galleries of that 
horrid Pile, couM now relieve my Melancholy, or 
eafe my phreiitick Pain ; ix$nufe the Entertainment 
is too narrow, clofe and dale for fuch a Soul as mine. 
I would fain ramble through an infinite Space. 

planted 
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planted eich- Stage wkh Seminaries of new Ideas, 
nncouth Forms, and ftrange Chimera's. I would fee 
the Eilence of all Beings tKat I have already feen» 
yevers'd^ turnM apiide down, or iniide out, or any 
way transformM, fo as I might net know *em a^n. 
I would have all the JEkments change their Qaa- 
tities ; the Fire to loie its innate Heat, and Water 
to expunge its MoiHure ; the Earth take Fire and 
i^w it teif up into the ninth Sphere, whilft the 
Air Ihall condenfe and cruih it felf into a folid 
Globe, producing a new Race of Minerals, Vege- 
fobles, and living Creafuies, which our old purbhnd 
World ne'er faw before. I would have flying 
Trees, and Birds whofe out^fpread Claws take Root* 
ing in the Air, and grow- like Baucis and Pbihmtm ; 
their Wings to Branches turn'd, their Feathers into 
Leaves. Befides a thcufand kinds of Mongers more 
than 0*vid ever fpoke of in his Meiamorphojis^ 

After all this, I would go up and view the Orbs 
above, reftore the rotten corruptible Heavens, pull all 
the Bulls and Bears, the Scorpions, Lions, Centaurs, 
and other antiquated Beafts out of the Sky ; make 
the new Star pf Cajfhpaia pay a fwinging Fine, foi: 
her damn'd late unmannerly Appearance in the Senate 
of the Stars. 

Then would I fet up an Inquifition for the Comets*' 
to know from whence they are, and What their 
Bufinefs is among the Orbs above. I would examine 
all the Conftellations, and know the Meaning of 
their Names, and ill-fhap'd Figures. And then Td 
trace the Milky Way, mounting diredly to the Ho- 
lieft Heavens of all. 

There, perhaps, I fhould begin to be modeft and 
Ibber, confidering that it is the Prefence- Chamber of 
the Omnipotent. I would not broach Sedition, nor 
talk iaftioufly before the Kine of all Things. But 
behaving my felf like a Courtier during the Publick 
Audience, I would afterwards retire, and fcamper 

C 4 thiough 
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through the endlefs Fields, beyond the Calum Em- 
fyneum ; where I would either find out new Worlds 
or Room for them. Nothing fhould confine my 
Search, lefs than Infinity. Is not our Senfe, Fancy, 
and Reafon without Bounds ? Are not thefe Parts of 
the Univerfe ? And has Gop made any Part greater 
than the Whole ? This is a Contradidtion in Nature* 
He has given us Faculties, which, if rightly us*d, 
cannot trr. Our Conceptions are fquar'd to his 
eternal Model of the World, if we do not de- 
bauch our own Thoughts, or fufier *em to be cor- 
rupted by others. He ;s the primitive and original 
Reafon, the everlaAing common Senfirium of Nature, 
in whom, and by whom, we all fee that we have 
Eyes ; hear that we have Ears ; {inell that we have 
Nofes ; tafie that we have a Tongue ; and feel that 
we are all over full of fenfible Spirits. 

Oh God ! thy Praifes are without Beginning or 
End : Thou art an eternal Circle of Wonders and 
Miracles. Thou furpafieU all our fublimeft Thoughts ; 
no Words can decypher the Skirts of thy Garment. 
On thee infinite Worlds have refied from eternal Ages. 
Thou art no Niggard of thy Gifts.- Why ijiould in* 
. finite Goodnefs and Bounty be traduced by Infidels ? 
They fay the World is but fo many thoufand Years 
old, perhaps ^vt or fix. It is a damn*d Blafphemy, 
thus fiily to calumniate the Omnipotent, and to fay 
by Craft he was not fo early gracious as he might 
have been. What ihould ail the Eternal, that he 
was not in a Condition to produce the World before ? 
Or was he in a fullen Humour, that he fhould fufier 
a Lapfe of indeterminate Ages, before he" fhould dif- 
play his Attributes ? 

Oh, no ! fuffer not this Doflrine to take Root in 
thy Soul, my dear Mebemet ; but remember, there is 
no Envy in the Deity. Doubtlefs, he was as good, 
powerful, jufl, and wife, from all Eternity, as at 
Mo/€s\ Hour of the Creation, or as he is now, and 

ever 
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ever will be World without End ; Amen, As the 
Naxarenes have in their Prayers. 

My Mehemett let us fhake ofF the Prejudices of 
Education^ with all the PrepoiTefiions and falfe Dog-* 
mah of our early Years, and adhere to firm Reafon^ 
and the Infpirations that are from beyond the vifible 
Prame. 

Take tbis as my lafl Adieu, for I am jaft eC[aip« 
ing for the Unknown Eternal Voyage. 

Paris, ph of the i ith Moon, 
of tht Tear 1678. 



^ 



LETTER X. 

"To the Kaimacham* 



TH E Affairs of France feem to be in a ytrj 
■flourifhing Condition. . This Invincible Mon- 
arch not only conquers Cities and Provinces by Force, 
but fome yield to him voluntarily, courting his Pro- 
te£lion. 

Here are arrived 'Deputies from the Senate of 
Meffina in Sicily^ to defire the King to free that City 
and People from the Yoke of Sfanijh Tyranny, and 
to number them among his Subjeds. They are re- 
ceived without much Ceremony on the Part of this 
Court ; which afie^s to appear Stately and Referv^d . 
at fiiich a Juncture. However, there is no Point of 
Humanity or hofpitable Ufage neglefted toward thefc 
Strangers. In a word, they are entertained as Friends 
of a Lower Degree ; and they efleem this a fufficient 
l^appintfs. 

C s It 
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~ ^ It feems the Spanifi Government was very fevere 
aad cruel ; laying infupportable Taxes on the Inha- 
bitants, and fleecing them of their Silver and Gold 
by a thouiand Tricks and Inventions of State. It was 
A Crime to grow rich, and no lefs to be fo poor as to. 
deny the Payment of the Gabels. The one pat 
a Man in danger of the Inquifition ; the other ex- 
pbsM him to the Galleys, or fome worie Slavery in 
the Mines of Peru. On whomfoever the Viceroy or 
his Officers caft an ill Eye, that Perfon was fure to 
be ruined, if he did not make his Efcape, or prefent 
his Enemy with the Value perhaps of half his 
Wealth ; and he mud take it as a Favour too, that 
thfiy wou'd compound at fuch eafy Rates. For thefe 
greedy Harpies are feldom contented with lefs than 
all a Man has. 

Infinite other Oppreffions the People fafferM under» 
which at laft fo wearied their Patience, that they be- 
gan to cabal and form Confpiracies againft the Vice- 
roy : And it was not only the Vulgar that thus fought 
after Liberty, but the chief of the Citizens, and fome 
of the Senators. 

Thefe all unanimoufly agreed to treat under hand 
with the French King, to reprefent to him their 
Grievances, with the prefent State of the whole 
liland : For they had heard the Fame and Charader 
of his Perfon and Government : And they were well 
fatisfyM they could not fubmit to a better or more 
generous Mailer than him. The King undertakes to 
refcue them from the Spanijh Bondage, provided they 
would afijft him with what Succours they could fpare, 
and inilru£t his Officers in thofe Things which would 
facilitate the Redudlion of the Ifle. 

He fent Forces accordingly at the Beginning of the 
Year, under the Command of the Chevalier de Val- 
belief who acquitted himfclf very fiiccefsfuUy, having 
performed nianyconfiderable Exploits, * and taken 

feveral' 
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feyeral Towns, Caftles, and other ftrong Places froin 

the Spaniard!* 

The Senate of Miffma being eBooarajged by thefe 
profperous Beginnings, thought it high Time adoally 
to furrender them&lves up to the French £ang : And 
*tis on this Errand the Deputies are come. 

The King being inform'd that the Cbivalier A 
Valbelle wanted greater Forces to conquer the Places 
which remain in the Spaniards Hands, immediately 

fvt% Orders for a certain Number of Veflcls to fcle 
ttsd and mannM, nnder the Command of the Duka 
of Fi'vomn. He gave a Commiffion alfo to the Mar* 
^s di Vilan)oir^ with a confiderable Army of Men s 
ordering him to make all Speed for Siciify and to join 
the Qhwalier de Valhtlk^ or to adl feparatdy as oc« 
caiion o&r*d. 

They fay, the Duke of Vivmu will fet Sail with 
his Fleet about the Beginning of the Firft Moon : 
He is efteemM a good Soldier, though fome of the 
Grandees and Peers of the Realm envy him, in re- 
gard he was rais'd to the high Dignities he poiTciTef^ 
through the Mediation of his Sifter, Madam di Man-- 
tejpan^ one of the King*s Concubines : For, he .was 
before only Count of Fi<vcnn€ ; but now he is Duke, 
Peer, and Marefchal of Francs, as alfo Admiral of 
the Mediterraman Galleys. 

The Prince of Conde, once in Company with fome 
of the Grandees, and making a Comparifon between 
the Marefcbals Feuillade and Fivonnt, he iaid that 
Feuillade got his Honour by the Sword, and Fi*vonne 
by the Scabbard, refledling thereby on his Sifter. 

It was not the firft Time that Prince usM the Li- 
berty of his Tongue in affronting People ; he was al- 
ways daring and bold in fuch Cafes. When he was 
young, and travelling through Picardy, he was to pafs 
by a certain Convene or Religious Houfe on the Road, 
where the Superior with all his D^r^i/es came out to 
meet him, and to pay him the Ceremonies and Ac- 

• C 6 knowledgments 
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knowledgments dae to his Quality. The Saperior 
was making a long elaborate Harangne, in compliment 
to the Prince, when he all in a Frolick calPd aloud 
to know niobat a Clock it was. The poor Dervijis 
driving who fhould moil readily fatisfy him, cry'd 
out all together, // // MiJ-da^^, My Lord', when he 
made them this wild Anfwer, ^en get you all gone ^ 
and make an End of your Speech to the Devil hy Mid* 
night ; for Til hear no more of your long-ivinded 
flattery. 

Thou wilt fay. This was an odd Sort of Expreffion 
in a Prince : But it muft be imputed to the Fierynefs 
tli his Conftitution, which in his Youth fpurr*d him 
on to a thoufand Extravagancies! He c6rre6led thefe 
in Time, and inftead of mch vain Pranks and Flaflies 
of his fparkling Nature, he grew inllamM with noble 
Ardours for his King and Country. He was com- 
monly caird the Trench Lion and Man^ being efleem- 
ed the boldeft Man in the Kingdom. Marefchal Tu* 
rennne^ who was no Stranger to his Genius, us*d to 
fay, ^atjince the ^r^*i^^ Horatius Curtius, there never, 
nuas a Man horn of Woman fo full of Fire and Spirit , 
m the Prince of Conde. 

Yet, which is more to be admir*d, that two fuch 
Qualities fhould meet in the fame Genius, he is a 
great Statefman, as well as a valiant Soldier. He has 
a prodigious Aim at the good or ill Succefs of Enter- 
prizes. And his Counfels are generally Fortunate. 

As thefe Accomplifhments have renderM him be- 
loved by the Generality of the French Nation ; fo hia 
InconHancy, and fiding with difierentlPaftions, have 
made him fufpedled both by the Court and the Par- 
liaments. All Sides are fhy of him, and referv'd in 
their Addrefles. Tho* he has done Services enough, 
one would think, to efface the Memory of his for- 
mer Failings j yet the Civilities he receives from the 
King, are only the faint Sprinklings of Court Holy 
Water. So hard a ^ing it is for an enAnent Ferfon /» 

recover 
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recover the Efteem 'which be has once lofi fy making falfe 
Steps. 

This Monarch is obfervM to be ytry conftant to 
thofe he loves, . never putting to Death any of his 
Favourites, tho' he has often caused them to be arreft^ 
ed. He is very af&ble, and of no difficult Accefs : 
Civil and courteous to the pooreft People, returning 
the Salutes of his Subjeds with much Condefceniion. 
He is amorous alfo, and indulges that foft Paffion in 
the midft of all his glorious Enterprizes. He had 
once three MiftrefTes together, one whereof was of 
vulgar Parentage, the other was a noble Woman, and 
the third a Nun. Which occaiioned this Jeft to be 
put on him, ^at he nxient about to unite the three £- 
ftateSf andfaften them to the Intereft of the Crotun. 

Among the other Diverfions c£ this great Prince^ 
he takes a particular Pleafure in magnificent Build- 
ings. And his new Palace at Verfailles is efleem'd 
one -of the Wonders of the World, for Beauty and 
Art. As foon as it was finifh*d, a certain Poet pre- 
fented the King with this DiHich. 

IJon Orhis Gentem^ non Urhem Gens hahet uUa. 
Urbfve Domum, Dominum nee Domus ulla far em. 

Sage Miniiter, thefe Infidels flatter themfelves with 
a wrong Idea of their own Grandeur ; not confider- 
ing the Invincible Ofmanszxt by Defliny exalted a- 
bove all other Nations ; and that no City is compa- 
rable to Confiantinopk f&r Beauty and Riches ; nor 
any Place fo magnificent as the Seraglio^ which is the 
Seat of the Great Sultan^ Lord of JJia^ Africa^ and 
Europe, Arbitrator of the whole Earth. 



Paris, I 'jth of the i zth Moon, 
of the Tear 1674. 
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L B T T E R XI. 

^0 tbeyizitx BaJfl^ at ConftantinopIe« 

I A M acquainted with a Fnncb Merchant in this 
City» who often trades to Conftantinopk^ Smyrna, 
AUppOf and other Cities of the Levatu. He knows 
nothing of me or my Bufinefs at Paris, fiirther thaa 
other People, who take me for a Native of MoUawa, 
and one whom the Dt^xt of Knowledge has brought 
hither, where the Sciences have taken up their Re- 
fidence. Befides, they may imagine that the Hopes 
of Preferment in the Church were one Inducement 
to my travelling thus fyi from the Place of my Na- 
tivity : Since I have all along profefsM my felf a 
Student and Candidate of the Priefthood ; and it is 
generally known how familiar I have been with 
Cardinal Richlieu, and his Succeflor Mazarini. What- 
ever their Thoughts be, thou may'il: alTure thy ielf, 
that in the main, I have taken Care to conceal my 
true Circumftances, and the Afiairs of the Grand 
Signior entrufted to my Charge. But to come to the 
Baiinefs. 

The Merchant of whom I fpeak is called Mtmfieur 
ie Faubrun, a Man of generous Extradtion, and by 
his Induftry he has acquired a confiderable Wealth. 
This Perfon, not long fi nee, came from Conftantinttplt, 
and has made it his Bufinefs ever fince his Return, 
to extol the lingular Morality and Juflice of the Muf- 
fulmans. In all Companies wherever he comes, *tis 
ufual with him to fay, The Turks an perfeit Saints 
in comparijon wth us. And to confirm his Aflertion, 
he relates many pretty Pailages of Things happening 
whilft he refided at the Imperial City ; all in Ho- 
nour of the True Believers. Which has drawn upon 

hijQ 
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him no fmall Hatred, Envx, and Perfecution from 
tliePriellSy and their more bigotted Followers. How-^ 
ever he ihrinks not from his Word, but ftoutly main- 
tains the Troth of his Ailertions. Abd fome Men of 
Senfe who have htard the. Stories he tells, and the 
degant Account he gives of our Religion and Morals, 
cannot forbear crying out, ?^ are almoft profefytid 
to the Mahometan Faith, 

Amongft the reft, he recounts an extraordinary 
Occurrence, which happen^ to himfelf at his parting 
from Conftantinople i which I thought it worth while 
to acquaint thee with, in regard it is much taken 
notice of in Paris by all that heard it ; and conduces 
not a little to raife in the French an higher Efteem of 
the Mujfulmans and our Holy Faith, than they were 
wont to have. 

It feems Monfieur de Vauhrun had entered into a 
fiiridt Partnerfhip with Muftapha Zari^ a Native of 
Turcomania, dwelling at ConJiantinopUf and trading 
In Silks. Their mutual Traffick and Correfpondence 
held for the Space of four Years ; at the end of 
which, the Frenchman being callM home to his na- 
tive Country, by Letters from fome of his Friends, 
to take Po£^ifion of an Eftate newly fdXLtn to him by 
the Death of an Uncle, he gave his Partner notice of 
it, telling him his Refolution was iixM to depart very 
fpeedily from thie Porte, and take his Voyage for 
France ; at the fame Time defirinjg, that the Ac- 
counts between them might be fettled. Which wa^ 
done accordingly ; and in cafting them up, it was 
agreed upon by both, that this Monfieur Vauhrun re- 
main'd indebted Nine hundred Zequins to Mufiapha 
Zari, There was no Contention in the Cafe ; Mon^ 
fieur very readily gave him iis^ Bags fealM, and de- 
fir'd him to tell the Money. No^ rcplyM Muftapha^ 
nve have dealt together thus kt^^ and 1 ha<ve found you 
an honeft Man \ God forbid that I fi^uld mifirufi try 
Fritnd at our laft Farting, 
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This was done the Day before Manfieur de Vaubrun 
was to take his Leave of Confianiinopk ; for he had 
hired Horfes to travel by Land to Smj^rna^ his Bafi- 
nefs fo requiring. Therefore both Parties being well 
fatisfiedy they bid adieu to each other, wifhing m\ir * 
tual Happinefs. The next Day Monfieur de Faubrun 
took Horfe for Smj^rna, having difpatched all his Af- 
fairs at the Imperial Port. 

It fo happened that as foon as he was gone, Mu- 
fiefha had occafion to pay a Thoufand £ve hundred 
Zequins to a Merchant of Holland, Wherefore hav- 
ing newly received tbofe Five Bags from his Partner, 
he, with them, made up the Sum due to the Dutch- 
man ; faying withal, that he had not told the Money 
in thofe Five Bags, in regard he took them on the 
Credit of a very worthy and honeft Man, who had 
been his Partner. But the jealous Chriftian would 
not fhew fo much Generofity ; for he prefently broke 
up the Seals in the Prefence of Mufiapba ; and hav- 
ing told over the Money, faid it was all right, and 
was very fairly putting it up agiain. But Mujlapha^ 
who had a quick Eye) and being wdl versM in tell- 
ing of Money, perceived there was a great Overplus, 
above Nine Hundred Zequins. Wherefore he bid the 
Dutchman hold his Hand, till he had told the Bags 
over himfelf ; for he fufpedted there was fome Mi- 
flake. The Naxarene durft not deny a True Believer 
this Rrivilege under the Grand Sigmor*s ProteAion, 
whatever he would have done in his own Country. 
So that when Mujfafba had run the Money over, he 
found Eleven Hundred and Fifty Zequins in Bags by 
themfelvesi and gave the reft to the Hollander, Iw 
a word, having difpatch'd the Payment, he fent an 
Exprefs away immediately, with the Two Hundred 
and Fifty Zequins to Monfieur de Vauhrun^ who he 
knew was to tarry fome Days at a Town on the 
Road, about Twenty Leagues from Confiantinople ; 
commanding the Courier to deliver him this Meflage 

ia 
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in Writing. My Friend, God forbid that Ifiould de- 
tain arr^ ^Thit^ beyond my Right, or deal nuitF thee as a 
certain Frank nmuld banje dom by me : For' thou kntrweft 
I took the Money on thy Credit, ^without telling it ; but 
being to pay it away this Day to a Datch Merchant, 
be not halving the fame Faith, itiould tell it f and find- 
ing thefe T1V0 Hundred and Fifty Zequins o^ver and a^ 
bove the Sum fufpojed to be in the Bags, yet «would have 
fms^kd them in his Dutch Confcience, had not 1 dif 
cern'd bis Fraud, and prevented him, 1 fend them to 
thee as thy Right, fuppofing it tuas fame Overf^ht. 
Cod prohibits all It^uftice, 

This Relation I had. from Monfieur de Faubrun^%' 
own Mouth : And I tell thee, it makes a great Noife 
in Paris. I leave it to thy mature Refolves, whe- 
ther that honeft Muffulman deferves not fome parti- 
cular and publick Honour to be done him, who by 
fuch a rare Adlion of Juilice, has raised a Noble 
Character of the Muffulmans among the Infidels, 

Moft illuftrious and ferene Baffa, I pray the Al- 
mighty and All-good God, to have thee in his Holy 
Protections and augment thy Virtues and FclicicicB^ 

Paris, wthof thi ^d Mom 
tftbiTior 1675. 
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LETTER XII. 

fo Ibrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, Effcndi, 
Preacher to the Seraglio. 



HE H £ ^^ happened fomething of kte, whicli 
the Prieils magnify as an apparent Miracle; 
whilfty for ought I know> it is only a pare Eflfefl of 
Nature. 

Thou art not to learn, that the Vazarents have 
their Saints in great Veneration : That they in- 
voke them in their Neceffities, fet up their Ima- 
ges and Pidurcs in Temples to be srfored : That 
they preferve their Bones, Alhes, ~ Hair, Gar- 
ments, or any Thing that deferves the Name 
of a Sacred Rclique : That they cn(hrinc thefe in 
Coffins, Urns, Chefts, and other Veffels of Gold 
and Silver, adorned with precious Stones : That 
they place them in their Mofijues, aa in San^a- 
ries^; fometimes mider their Altars, at other 
Times upon them : Some in particular Oratories 
or Chapels, others in the Choir : That they carry 
them in Proceflion in Times of Pablick Calamity ; 
and on certain Feftiv^ls; thinking by this means 
to pacify the Wrath of Heaven, and draw down 
the Divine Benediction. Thou art not ignorant al- 
fo. That they believe the Saints are Guardians of 
certain Kingdoms,, Provinces, Cities, Families, and 
even of private Perfons. 

Hence St Denis is efleem'd the Patron of Trance \ 
St James of Spain ; St George of England ^ and fo 
of other Nations. Each City alfo has its pecu- 
liar Guardian Saint. Hence St Anthony is account- 
ed 
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ed tKe Patron of Fadua ; St Mark of Venice t and, 
to come to the Parpofe, St Gene*vien;e is adored 
by the Citizens of Paris as the Patroneis of this 
Place. 

There is a beautiful Temple built in Honour 
of her, on the higheft Ground in the City» which 
alfo is called by her Name, the Mountain of St Ge- 
nmne^e. On the Decline of this there is a Fountain 
of delicate Water, which is called the Fountain of 
St Gene^Qte^e. 

Hiey attribute many Mirades to this Female 
Saint, fome of which fhe performed in her Life- 
time, others after Death, if we may belieye what 
the Priefts affirm, and what is recorded in the 
Hiilory of her Life, in the Annals of Parisy and 
the Archives of the Convent belonging to her Tem- 
ple. For there is a certain Number of Dervifes of 
the chief Nobility in Paris^ who confecrate them- 
felves for ever to a Religious Life, in Honour of 
this Virgin. 

They meet twice a Day in the Choir of the 
Churchy all array'd in long Robes of white Lin- 
nen, where they chant aloud the Praifes of St 
Genevieve: As oft they aiSunble, at different 
Hoofs in a private Chapdi in their Cloyilers, to 
perform the like Devotions. Thofe who are 
chofen into this Order, are all Perfons of fweet 
and lovely Countenances, graceful Demeanor, and 
learned Education. One (hall not fee fo much Re- 
p;a!arity, Order, and devout Modedy, in any Church 
lii Paris y as appears in this, at the Time of cele- 
brating their- Divine Myfleries. Yet, for ought I 
know, all this may be but Hypocrify and pious Ar- 
tifice, to att'rad the greater Reverence from the 
People, who are prefent at their Ceremonies. I my 
felf was aftoniihed once, when being there, I faw 
a beautiful Youtk approach the Altar with a Golden 
Cenforf hanging at a Chain which he held in one 

Hand ; 
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Hand ; whilft with the other he wafted the 
rich Perfume towards the Scataes, which fiood 
on high behind the Altar. He had the very 
Signature of Virtue in his Face : Befides, a cer- 
tain Lqflre that feemM to fpnng all on a fudden 
into his Eyes and Cheeks^ difcovering feme inward 
Rapture of his Soul. Met bought he look'd like 
one of the Pages of Eden, as they are defcribed in 
the Holy Alcoran. 

I protell it was impoffible for me to fix my Eyes 
Qpon him, and not to feel the Pa£ions of Platonic k 
Love. He deported himfelf With a Grace which 
cannot be exprefTed. 

Afterwards I contra£lcd an intimate Familiarity 
with him, on the Account of Arahkk, which he 
teams of me. He is a Perfon of excellent Natural 
Abilities, and well versM in Languages, and all man- 
ner of Divine and Human Learning. 

Pardon this Digrcffion, Venerable Hadgi, in re- 
gard I could not forbear mentioning a Perfon of whom 
I have a great deal more to fay, than can be well 
comprifed in one Letter. Hereafter I will commu- 
nicate a farther Account of him, whilil I now retura 
to the Church of St Genewevi. In the upper Part 
of the Choir, four Pillars of Jafper, with four Gol- 
den Images of Angels on the Tops, fupport the 
Shrine of this Saint, wherein lies enclofed all that 
remains of her Body. Several Wax Tapers burn be- 
fore it Day and Night. The devouter Sort of Peo- 
ple kneel and kifs the Pillars, which fuflain the ad- 
mirable Relicks. They bring their Linnen and 
other Vefhnents to the Prieft, who is appointed for 
this Office. He fallens them in the Cleft of a long 
Pole, and then raifes that End up to the Shrine, 
which is very near as high as the Roof of the Church* 
He touches the Shrine with the Linnen, Utc^ and 
having done fo, he takes it down again ; when pro- 
nouncing 
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nouncing a Bensdi^ion on it^ in the Name of the 
Saint, he re/lores it to the Party whofe it is. 

They believe that Linnen, or any thing elfe be- 
longing to the Body, being fo touchM and blefsM, 
has Power tq.. chafe away Maladies, to preferve them 
from : Danger, to.eafe Women in Childbirth, and 
to make them profper in all Things. So profound 
is the Attach which they have for this Yimous Saint. 
But whether there be any Thing more in it than 
Superftition and Bigotry, God only knows. How- 
ever, the Inhabitants oi Paris efteem this Sbrim^ as 
the 'Trtyans did their Palladium y and the Romans their 
AnciUy which fell from Heaven, as Numa Pomfilius 
made them believe. 

When the City is threatned with any Publick Ca- 
lamity, this Shrine is taken down with abundance 
of Pomp and Solemnity, and carry *d in Proceffion 
through the Streets ; thinking thereby to divert the 
Vengeance of Heaven, and appeafe the Anger of the 
Omnipotent. 

Such was the Cafe here lately : There having fallen 
fnch an Overplus qf continual Rains, as threatned to 
deflroy all the Com and Herbage, with the Fruits of 
the Earth ; befides the Damage already done to 
innumerable Perfons in their Houfes and Goods, by 
the vaft Inundations : 

This occafioned a Decree to come out for • the 
taking dbwn the Body of St Genevieve, and car«> 
rying it in Solemn Proceffion to the Temple of 
Nofire-Dame : Which was accordingly performed 
on the I jih of this Moon. In the Procefiion were 
feen all the Religious Orders in this City, both of 
Men and Women ; the Parliament of Paris ; the 
Chamber of Accompts ; the Court of Aids ; the 
Court of Moneys,' with the whole Body of the 
Citizens. 

But no fooner was the Shrine of St Genevienm 
brought into the open Air, when the Rain ceas'd, 

the 
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the Cloads difpexfed, and the Sky became Sereskp 
and Clear : And fo it has contina'd ever finoe. 

The Priefis will have this to be an Efied of St 
Genefvienfin Interceffion with God for the Province 
and City committed to her Patronage. And the 
People are willing enough to believe it. If thi^ 
Shrine be as efficacioos in caafing Rain when there 
is a Droughty as the Inhabitants of Paris af&rm» it 
may not unfitly be compared to the Lapis ManalU 
fif the Ancient Romans. This was a certain great 
Stone» which, in Time of exceffive Drynefs» the 
Romans ufed to draw into the City with vaft Ropes, 
by the Gate Cafena, whilft the Priefts of the God 
Mars danc*d before it, and all the Veftab left the 
Sacred Fire to follow the Proceflion. They drew 
the Stone to the Temple of the Goddefs FUra, whete 
they flrewed upon it a Handful of withered Flowers 
and Herbs. Then immediately it began to Rain» 
and they let the Stone lie there, as a Memorial be- 
fore the Temple of the Goddefs, till they had enough 
CMF that Sort of Weather to fixure the Growth and 
Maturity of the Vegetables ; and then they drew it 
back again in the fame Manner as before, only eadi 
Veibd now carried fome of the Sacred Fire in 
an Earthen Veflel, whereas before they carried 
none. 

Whether there be any teal Efficacy in thole Re- 
ligious Ceremonies or no, is not in my Power to 
determine : But *tis certain that every Nation con- 
fides mnch in the Myfleries taught them by their 
Priefts. The Force of Education prevails on moft 
'Men, even to old Age : in regard they think it an 
Impiety to examine or queiion the Traditions of 
their Fathers, efpedally when Heaven it felf confirms 
their implicit Faith, by feeming to regard and anfwer 
their religious Addrefles, in fo peculiar a Manner as 
ihefe fimenientioned Infiaaces dcKrifae. 

Sage 
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Sage Effendi^ Tell me whether it be Herefy to af- 
firm. That God has fent Prophets into> all Nations, 
each farnifh'd with his Xnihu^ons - and Dodrines 
agreeable to the Genius of the People whom they 
were to teach. And that he is not difpleafed at the 
Tarious Rites and Ceremonies by which every di* 
ftindl Region and Climaib adore his Divine Unity. 

Satisfy me in this, and then thou fhalt be more 
than Jpollo in my £fteera ; for I am full of Doubts. 

Paris, loth of the 6tb Mooh, 
eftbt Tear 1675. 



n^ END of the Firft Boofc 
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L E T T E R I. 

5o Dgnet Oglou. . 

BOMETIMES Icould wifh my felf 
S without a Spleen, ii overwhelms me 
n fucb Ueep Melancholies : Yet when 
! Iconfider thefame Vitalis a necefTary 
' Irument of Mirth and Laughter, I 
erfe that Wifh again. Noc that I 
am fond of a Levity which makes us refemblc Apes 
father than Men ; tho' the Philofophers fay the con- 
trary. But \ correft my partial Thoughts, which 
would lay the Fault on my Body, when my Mind ii 
ehiefly to blame. For he that is Mafler of his Reafon, 
oeed not fall into either Extreme, to be always grin- 
•"ng like Duaoerilm, or howling with Heraclitm, 
Relignatioa 
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Refignatlon and Tranquillitx are the Golden Meaa* 
And he that fieps over this Line« on one Side or 
other» &lls into the fame Vanity which he bemoans 
or ridicules in the reft of Mortals. 

I have ftadied to know this World, and the Na« 
ture of all I'hings, bat am never the wifer, after fo 
many Years of Sarch. I have penrM ifiany Books» > 
and converfed with more Men, yet none of them 
all can inform me of a Certainty what I am m/ 
felf. How then fhould I be able to comprehend 
the Eflences of other Things ? Henceforth I will 
lay aiide this inquifitive Folly, and be carelefi, till 
Deatii (hall either qaite extinguifh fo troable« 
fome a Paflion, or fully latisfy it with new Difco- 
veries. 

In that feparate State, t hope to fee in open 
Light the naked Forms of Things, without the In* 
terpofition of a Veil or Glafs, to thicken and dufk 
the Profpe^. Whereas in this Life, we are lain 
to peep into the World through the clofe Windowt 
of our Senfes ; which are fo overlaid and darkened 
with the Duft our Faffions raife, beiides the natu* 
ral Dulnefs of their Compofition ; that we are hXn 
to run from Pannel to Pannel, and ufe th^ Opticks 
of Fhilofophy to help our Sight. Yet, after all, 
we dill are purblind, and fo are like to be during 
thii mortal Life. But when once this Prifon of 
ours ihall be demoliflled by a Temped of Misfor- 
tunes, or by fome fudden Diiafter $ or it ihall moul- 
der away through Sicknefs, Age, and native Weak- 
nefs, thus crumbling to its primitive Duft, then 
fliall the Soul expand it felf, and. fly at large in 
the open Firmament of Wifdom, Light, and Sci- 
ence. 

My Dgnet^ Let thou and I be content to bear 
the Inconveniencies of thefe Earthly Cages for a 
while; and in a little Time we ihall. be confignM 
over to Eternal Liberty.^ I defignM to have faid 

D mores 
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snore i but I tell tbee I am too snelancliol/. There- 
lore adieu for the prefioit* 

Faris, \^th if tht^tb Mom, 
rf tbeTeari^Ti* 
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LETTER II. 

tJ^ Hamet Reis Efiendi, Principal Se- 
cretary ef the Ottoman Empire. 

IT 19 aliove tea Years ago finoe I gave thee an 
Account of the renowned Mare/cbal Je Turinm : 
Wherein I did not pretend his compleat Hiitoiy» or. 
pcfent thee with hU full Charadter; but only to 
inform thee of fome itmarkable Pai&ges in hi3 Life» 
tsA to draw aa imperfedl Idea of his Virtues.. 
Which though they were very great, yet ¥«!ere not 
fofficient to ikreen him from the Chance of War;, 
and the Stroke of a violent Death. 

On the Six and twentieth of the Moon of Jufy^ 
this great General having given all neceilary Ordera 
for a Battle with the ImperiaMs in Jlfatia, was 
lurveying a certain raised Ground near Strafiurg^ on 
vrhich he defignM to plant a Battery ; whcai a Can- 
non-Shot from the Town, guid^i by Fate^ more, 
than by the Gunner^s Aim or Skill, came |;razing 
along on the Earth, and in its Career gave this Hero 
a mortal Blow on the Breaft, of whi^ he in&mtly 
died without fpeaking a Word. 

There was an Officer of the Artillery in his 
Company, who fpied the Courfe of the Bullet at 
a Dihance, and happily ftarted out of the Way. 
JjL^ reports^ that hbnJUur Turemu faw the lame, 

but 
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but whether out of the Greatne6 of his Spirit, whidi 
would not fuifo him to appear timorous of Deaths 
or whether his extreme Thonghtfulnefs on the ap- 
proaching Battle, kept him from providing for his 
own Safety ; it is certain he ^od immoveable, and- 
fuflain*d the fetal Stroke which coil him his Life. 

The Court of Frame laments his Death with ex- 
traordinary Demonibations of Sorrow : And fo doei 
all the Kingdom. Indeed they have Reafbn : France 
having never fent into the Field a Man more accom- 
plifhM with dll the Virtues and Heroic Qualities re« 
quifite in a great General. 

They relate two or three remarkable Pai&ges of 
his Life, which either happenM fince I wrote my 
former Letter to thee about him» or at leaft the/ 
came not to my Knowledge at that Time. 

One was, a little after his Brother the Duke of 
Bouillon^z Death,, when he was feen to weep ver/ 
alfedionately, though he endeavoured to hide his 
Paffion from the Obfervation of others. Which was 
taken Notice of as an Argument of his compafiionattf 
Temper ; and that all the-BIood which had been fpilt 
in his Sight, and under his Condufl, had not dimi- 
ciihed his Natural Tendernefs and Humanity. 

He was fincerely mode((, without giving th6 
World any Occafion to judge that he Ohly al^fled 
to appear fo,. For when any of his Friends or Crea- 
tures would run into Hyperboles in extolling his 
Actions, he would not by a feigiiM Humility, and 
^ denying all they faid, lay a Train for greater Flat- 
' teries ; but he fo difcreetiy moderated his Anfwer« 
that at the fame Time he appeared fenfible of his 
True Merit, without the lead Symptom of Arrogance 
or Vain- Glory, 

So when fome Lords came to condole the Lofs of 
his Brother; that they might comfort him, they 
turnM the Difcourfe to a Panegyrlck on himfel^ 
highly extolling the whole Series of his Heroick 

D a Performances* 
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Performances. Bat looking on them with a fted£ift 
Gravky, and fetching a deep Sigh, he reply*dy Ji is 
ibf Opinion of the World, Jhai I am Jimethitg virs*^ 
in the Affairs of War ; // njoonld be an ttngratiful Pre- 
fumption to oppofe the FuhUik Sintinuni, But I can 
affureyott^ there is nothif^ more certain^ than that much 
of wf Knonmledde in this Kind is o^uing to mjf deceafod 
Brother^ ivho Ty Rules tasight me mairf ad*vanti^eoses 
Improvements of Martial Difciplint, And I learned «»/ 
a little from bis otvn exemplary Condu^, 

Another Remark they msdce, is on the Liberality 
of this General, and his Contempt of Riches : For 
he really impoverifhed himfelf to reward and gratify" 
Lis Friends. It being a Word very common in his 
Mouth, ^at he luould live on the Kiftg*s Fivf, and 
his Friends Jbould live on his Eftate, Yet he was bat 
a younger Brother. Which made his Wiie often iay» 
^at vuere it not for the King*s Mone^^ her Hujband 
tntertaifC d fuch a Retinue of Noble B^ars about bim^ 
that Jbe feared both he andjhe muft in a little Time take 
up the fame Trade , and turn Mendicants themfehves. 

It is credibly reported of this great Man, that he 
fet his Heart fo little on* Money, as not to kno^ 
one Piece of Coin from another, nor their different 
Value in Exchange. 

Once he was heard to fay thefe Words to ibme of 
the Nobles, who were difcourfing on Wealth, Jvfon^ 
der, faid he, nvhat Pleafure Men can take in boarding up 
great Heaps of Money: For fny part, if at the End of the 
Tear, ijhouldfind in my Coffers a great Trea/ure of Gold 
left, it %uould naufeate me as much, as ifjuft nvben Ibad ♦ 
made a full Dinner, I Jhould be forc'd to Jit ft ill, and 
glut wyftlfby eating of the fame Dijbes over again. 

And that which is moft to be admir'd is, that even - 
in his Old Age, to which Avarice is fo natural, his 
Purfe was always open, and he gave away his Money 
as liberal as in his Youth. So that when he was 
dead, they could £ud no more than Five hundred 

' Crowns 
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Crowns in his keeping. Befides, he died much in 
Debt, which he contra6led on the Armies Account, 
"that they ihould not want their Pay in due Seafon. 
Bat, 'tis faid» the King either has difcharged tfaeie 
Debts, or will do it in a little Time. 

He was a Man of no great Prefence, either for 
Tallnefs or graceful Features; but of an ordinary 
Size, and heavy Countenance. With a Mien and 
Air more like a Citizen or a Mechanick, than a Sol- 
dier. Which juftifies the old Proverb, I'hat the Face 
is not always the true Index of the Heart, For all the 
World knows, that- he was a Man of great Refo— 
lucion and Bravery. ' 

They attribute many of his Vi^ories to his Re- 
gular and Sage Conduct ; others to his Fortune { 
whilft they cannot deny, that fome were owing en- 
tirely to the Force of his Invincible Courage. , 

It were eafy to relate many Inftances of this Kind. 
But I will not tire thy Patience. My Letter is al- 
ready^ flretch'd beyond its defign'd jLipiits; yet it 
comes far fhort of reaching th^e Charafter of this 
Prince. However it would be invidious not to inform 
thee of all I know concerning him worth Obfervation. 

In the Time of the Civil Wars, after he had 
abandoned the Party of the Malecontents, and was 
made General of one^of the King*s Armies, he gave 
an admirable Proof of his undaunted Valour. For» 
when he had but Three thoufand five hundred Men 
with him, and thofe in a manner hemm'd in by 
Fourteen thoufand of the Rebels ; fo that there was 
but one Pafs left whereby he might efcape, and he 
was flrongly prefsM to make Ufe of that Advantage : 
N09 fays he, / <will not any longer li've to fee fky So'ue- 
reign Jhut out of his o^wn Cities ; Orleans barred her 
Gates againft iim, even wuhilft the King^s Forces nvere 
entire^ before they had recei^o^d any Lofs or Defeat ^ and 
can nve exfeil they imll be any luhere, more fa'vour able 
i9 bim, *whett thty Jball behold us flying from our 

D 3 viSoriouj 
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w^orUus Enmies f j\^ nis fatal D«y Jball either 
ffU a Check to their Stucef^, «r gi'vea Peried te my Life* 
And the Event aafwer'd his Expe^tions. For he 
cnter'd into Battle with the Pni^e of Cendiy and 
routed all his Forces. Ever fiace which, he h^s done 
Ulat French Kiog fo masy emiaeBt Senrices, as amply 
9iade amends for his two Years Revolt. 

He is now gone to the other World* not as to a 
Campaign, but to celebrate an Eternal Triumph 
among the famous Heroes of the Earth. 

The King has, in Honour of his Merits, caufed 
his Body to be buried in the Temple of St Demits^ 
where all the Blood- Royal of Frame is repo£ted. 
^hewing in this, how little Difference he makes 
between him that fits on the Throne, and him that 
well fupports it. 

Illuflrious Hametf I pray Heaven infpire the Sul- 
tan to reward thee and all his Faithful Minifters, and 
valiant Generals, with particular Honours, propor- 
tionate to t\try Man's diftin^ Merits and Services* 
Adieu. 

Paris, ^th of the gth Mean, 
tftheTeari6j^* 
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LETTER III. 

To the Kaimacfaam. 



THERE happen niany remarkable Events in 
a Year, which I eaiiBot prefently mnfmit an 
Acooant of> for want of timely Intelligence. My 
Letters are often fiaiihed and fealed, and fometimes 
fent away before I hear of the Taking ^of fach a 
City, or Strong-hold i of this Vidory on' the French 
Side» or that Succefs on the Part of their Enemies» 
the Germans^ Spaniards, and Hollanders. And I do 
not think it worth while to trouble the Minifteis of 
the Porte with an After- Difpatch, only to inform tkem 
of fome Siege, Battle, or other petty Occorrence, at 
oft as they come to my Knowledge. Chuiing rather 
to recapitulate in one Letter, at the End of the Year^ 
all fuch PaiTages as were omitted before, that fo my 
Intelligence, however disjointed and parcell'd out in* 
to Fragiiients, may yet at laft be iet together 2^in» 
and made entire. 

Thus the taking of Belkgand in Rouffilbn from 
ihe Spaniards by the Marefchal de Schombtrgy wai 
not a Matter of that Importance, as to deferve a 
particular Letter on pnrpofe to keep Time with Ac- 
tion. Yet it is convenient to infert it in this Sum- 
tasxj of Tranfiidions omitted in my former Letters ; 
tiiat. fo the Ottoman Regifter may not be im^tkSt 
and deferve. This Fortrefs was taken about Mid- 
fommer, after an Entrenchment of feven Days. 

But Fortune, ^ough fhe feems to have declared 
in Favour of the Frtnch Arms, yet to fhew her In- 
condancy, fometimes turns her Smiles to Frowns, 
and feems for a while to leave them in the Lwch. 

D 4 Oa 
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On the I ith of the 8th Mmtf there happened an 
Accident at Treves, which occaiioned the Lofs of 
that Town to the Confederate Enemies of France, 
and a little douded the Glory of the Marefchal de 
Cre^uPs Arms, who had hitherto fought fuccefsfuUjr, 
and gain'4 the Reputation of a very wife and pru- 
dent General. 

It ieems the Governor of Treves, whom they 
call the Sieur Vignory, had Orders to come out of 
the Town that' very Dav, and join the Marefchal 
A Crepii with five thoutend Men of the Garrifon, 
to put in Execution fome Defign they had upon the 
Confederate Forces, which lay not far' off. The 
Governor in compliance with the. Order, was march- 
ing his Men over a Bridge, when his Horfe fuddenlv 
flarting at the Difcharge of a Plftol, fell with his 
Rider into the Ditch, where they both perifhed. 
Now this unfortunate Gentleman not having dif>> 
cover*d his fecret Order to any Perfon living ; his 
Lieutenant being ignorant of the Defign, and troubled 
at this unhappy Accident, caufed the ^yt thonfand 
Men to march back again into the Town. In the 
mean Time the Marefchal de Crequi in vain expeded 
the coming of thefe Recruits, and finding himfelf too 
weak to refift the more numerous Troops of his Ene- 
mies, was forced to give way, whilft they advanced 
to befiege the Town, the nuiin Thing which he 
aimed to prevent. In this Streight he had nothing 
elfe to do but to throw himfelf with his Forces into 
the Town, that fo his Prefence might fupply the 
dead Governor's Place, till the King's Pleamre was 
known. He defended the Place with much Refolu- 
tion and Bravery : But by the Treachery of a certain 
Captain belonging to the Garrifon, it was at length 
taken after abundance of Bloodihed. This Traytor*s 
Name was Btfgourdan ; he held a private Correfpon- 
deaoe with the Enemy, informed them of the Dtf- 
advantages the Town lay ttn4^r ; corrupted fevetal of 

the 
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the Garrifon, and did all Things that might facilitate 
the Rcdudlion of the Place. For which he was de- 
iervedly hapgM, having been delivered into the Hands 
of the French^ by thofe, who though tkiy made u/e 9/ 
ibe Trea/on, yet could not but abhor the Trajftor, . 

-The Imperialifts took Courage upon this Succefs^ 
and began to think. That fince the Death of Mare- 
fchal Turenne, Fortune had abandoned the Intereji of 
France, and entered into the Confederal luith them^ 
Hereupon Count MontecucuH on the 20th of the 8th 
Moon invefied Haguenau^ a ftrong Place in the Hands 
of the French: Bat the Approach of the Prince of 
Conde foon made him raife the Siege. Since which 
there has been little of A6lion on either Side, fave 
the taking of ^Thuin, a Town fituated on the Sambre, 
and which commands all the Country between that 
River and the Meu/e, It was furrendcr'd to the FrencB 
about the Beginning of the 11 th Moon, on Condi- 
tion that the Privileges of the Inhabitants ihould^be 
prefervM, and that they fhould not be forc'd to main-, 
tain the King's Garrifon. ' 

There have Wen lately fome Seditions in the Pro- 
vinces of Bretagne and Guienne, faid to be fecretly 
abetted by the Parliaments of Bourdeaux and Remtes. ' 
^or which the King has fignified his Difpleafure, by 
removing thofe AiTemblies to other Places, after hav- 
ing inflided fevere and exemplary Punifhments on 
the Ringleaders of the Tumults. ^ / 

And now this Monarch feems, to be weary of the 
Fatigues of War, having publiih'd ^Mamfefo^ where- 
in he complains of the Injury done to Prince William of 
Furftemburg, Plenipotentiary from the Bijhop of Co- 
logne ; Declares that he had Reafin to jhc'vo his Re^ 
fentments of an Affront gi*ven to his Altf contrary to the 
La<w of "Nature ; that ne*verthelefs be had laboured for 
the general Pe^e of ChriQendom : And nvas no^w in 
the fame Inclination, On which Account he (ent the 
iieur Colbert Mailer >of the Requefts, and the Count 
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fAfOOMX to Nimiguen, there to afift at the Confb* 
jcnces of Peace. 

Some (ajf this Propenfion to Peace is the EficA 
of a Vow the King made, when he was lately af> 
Aided with a violent Fever. Be it how it will, the 
Captains and Soldiers on all Sides are agreed to ceafe 
from A&s of Hoftility, during this cold Seafon $ 
finding it much more comfortable to wallow in Beds 
of Do¥{m, than to lie abroad in the Snow ; and to 
lay doie Si^ to a good Fire, than to campaign it in 
Trenches fuu of Water and Ice. 

niafirious Minifter, I pray God make thee happy 
all the four Seaibns of the Year ; bat efpedally to 
give thee his Wintei^s Blefling, a warm Hoafe, an 
agreeable Bedfellow, Plenty ot the Gifts of Ceres and 
fiaccbus, a merry Heart, and a good Stomach. 

Paris, 7/if o/tBe i z/Jlf Moon, 
' jftbiTearity^. 
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LETTER IV. 

To Abdel Melee Muli Omar, Prefidcnt 
g/T/z^^ Col. 2/" Sciences.^/ Fez. 



THY Pacqoet came jbft now to my HaniSf b^ 
an Hour of Felicities^ under a Noble and Pro>^ 
pidous Afterifm. The Conftellations above fmile oA 
Mabmut at this Seafon. A Thoufand foft and fereno 
Fleafures diftil upon my Soul; a Pearl of Keavenlj 
Dew fits on every bboming Thought. My Heart it 
like a Garden in the Mornings of an Autumn Saifiicr^ 
frefh and fragrant, though drooping for Age. 

I have fpent the Spring and SuQimer of my Lif<t 
hi Error, Ignorance, and Vanity. 'Tis time that I 
ihottld provide, for the Winter of my Age, a Stock 
of folid Wifdom and Virtue. And Heaven, to flvew 
its Love and Care of Mortals, infpir*d thee with the 
Generous Thoughts of affiftine me once more by thy 
Sage Inftru^Uons. Thy Diipateh contains fuch a 
Scheme of Philofopby and Reafon, as never can be 
refuted. Thou art the j^olk of the Age, 

Glory he to God, Majeftck^ Linjing and Strong, Etef^' 
nal Father and Source of Lights, Fountain of IntelleBuai 
PerfeStions, Original treafury of Reajbn ; with whom 
remain from Everlafting Jges, the Ideas of all Things 
paji^ frefenty and to come ; tht Patterns of Things vifiblr 
and innAfible, the Exemplars of every Thing that has> 
had, (hall, or can have Exigence in the Univerfe* 
Bkjpd he the Word and Breath of God, the Sfirit of 
Life and Under ftanding, which in the determined Pe- 
riods of Time, enters into Holy Souls^ making them 
the Favourites of the mod High, and PfophetSr 

D 6 That 
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That Spirit defcends fometimes and on fome Per- 
ions, like a gentle Shower in Harvef^, but on thee 
it pours down like the Rivers from Paradife, in vaft 
and mighty Cataradls. Wifdom overflows thy Soul, 
as the Nik i the Streams thereof are ftrone and rapid 
as the Currents of T^ris and Euphrates ; rich and in^ 
ebriating as the Waten of Jordan ; thy Mind is 
covered with a Deluge of Science. 

O I immaree^Ii Wifdom ! BUJJtd is the Man thai 
has tbeifor bis Portion in this Lift. The Gold has no 
Value or Beauty when compared with thee: The 
piamond and Sapphire fade and look dull ; and the 
choiceft Pearls of the. Orient lofe their Lufbe in thy 
Prefence. Doubtlefs, Wifdom (hines for ever, and is 
incorruptible. It is a pure refplendent Eilence flow- 
ing from the eternal Glory ; a fincere Emanation from 
the Divine Nature ; the fpotlefs Mirror of God, 
wherein he beholds his own Immortal Excellencies. 
It is ten thousand Times more ferene than the Light 
it felfs brighter than the Sun, purer than the Sky, 
and more fparkling than all the Holt of the Stars. 
The Glittering crowd of Angels are eclips'd in her 
Prefence, and all the radiant Orders of the blefled 
above, ferve but as Foils to fet forth her fuperlative, 
and all-penetrating Corrufcations. 

God brought her forth from the Womb of hi» 
unfathomable Depth, fhe fprung from the Trea/ures 
nubich cannot bi exbaujied. In the Morning of the 
World, flie rousM the benumm'd Chaos with her 
efficacious Beams. Her Energy gave Life and Form 
to the confusM and dark Abyfs. She (hines from one 
Extremity of the Univerfe to another, illuminating 
infinite Spaces. She is a refulgent Circle of Light,, 
whofe Centre is every whereas but whofe Circumference 
is not to be found. 

Afk thofe who pitch their Pavilions above all Worlds^ 
the outlying Camps of the Omnipotent who guard 
the Frontiers of the Blifsfol Regions^ and walk the 

Rounds 
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Rounds of oar Remoteft Heaven^ the Citlum Ea^ 
raum, to lire its Beacons on the Difcovery of anjr 
foreign Invafion threatened by fome New Upfburt Re* 
publick of Beings, hatched in the cold and frozen 
Climates of the Endlefs Expanfe : A(k thoiic, I fay* 
whether they e'er coo'd trace the Eternal Wifdom in 
her Flights } Or £nd the Solitary Haunts of Everr 
lafUng Reafon ? They may purfue the glorious Chace 
b^er the Untrack'd WaAes of the Unlimited, Un,- 
formM Firft Matter, as well as through the Fenced 
Fields and Parks, the endos'd Land-Mark'd Grounds 
of this unknown World : But all in vain. Tiber e is 
no catcbit^ nubatis Infiniii, The Wings of all created 
Fancies are too* ihort and weak. The Cherubims 
themfelves and Seraphims are far too ilow» to feize fo 
fwift a Prey. Wifdom is wiU as Cbana, conaaPd as 
Nature^ yet fix* d as Defiiny» 

She dwells beyond the Higheft Heavens ; her 
Throne is inacceffible ; yet ihe fills all Things with 
her Prefence. She fought for a Place of Repofe on 
Earth among' the Sons of Men. She traversed the 
Nations by Land, and viiited the liles of the Sea. 
She defcended into the Abyf&s below, and made her 
Scrutiny in the Horrid Caverns of the Globe. At 
length ihe found Reft in Abraham ; and pitchM her 
Habitation in Ifmael: Becaufe it was fo determine of 
Old, from Sempiternal Ages ; and recorded in the 
Archives of Fate. She was eftabl^(h*d in Mecca^ the 
Birth-place of the Prophet, and her Power is rooted 
in Medina Te/nahi, the Place of his Burial. The Holy 
Cities are ennobled by her Prefence, and (he fhines in 
the midft of an Honourable Race, an OfBpring born 
to Glory, a Reno<wned People, a SanSiffd Progeny , a 
Generation of Worthies , a Family if Heroes y a Lineagi 
^whereon reft the Faimurs and Smiles of the Omnipotent. 

Oh Arabia I Well may'ft thou be call'd the Happy,. 
fince in thee is the Seat of the Eternal Sapience. G^ 
Meum, u Mountains of Judea \ and all ye dtfilate 

Vallier 
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FulRis if Paleftine ! far iht Dew and the Rain han/e 
firjahnyou. Tour Soil langnifiesfor nvant of Moifinre, 
and your Gkhi is driid up* Your Tms motiber and fade : 
neither does the Ground bring firth atr^ Grafs or Flvwers^^ 
^e Faftures are become like a Wiidemefe, over-run nmth 
Briars and Thorns, . and jour Arable Fields are as tha 
Xtybian Waftes, barren and unprofitable. The Land 
that was once callVl Holy, is now become ExecraUe, 
a Habitation of Satyrs and Demons : Becaufe Wifdom 
has tranflated her Refidence from Sion^ and the Angels 
have decampM from the Climate of Jerufaletn. 

Rejoice t O Regions bordering on the Baft of the Red 
Sea / For nvith you is a great Light, e«oen the La^i» 
brought down from Heaven, and the Glory of the Moji 
Hi A over/hadonvs you, 

wifdom is exalted in Arabia, (he lifts op her 
Head above the Top of Mount Uriel: She flourifiies 
like the Palm-Tree, and fpreads her Boughs as the 
Terebinth: Many Nations reft under the Shadow of 
her wide-fpread Branches : Her Ways are Uniform 
iand Beautiful, like an Alley of Cypreffes j and all her 
Paths are fweet as a Garden of Cinnamon^ Myrrh^ 
and Rofes. Her Fniit feeds the Eafiy and the South ; 
her Salntiferous Leaves are fcattered from India, to 
the Land of the Moors, where thou dwelleft. Her 
fragrant Odour is diffbsM from Pole to Pole. 

She is the Mother of Science and Virtue ; in her 
Cuftody are the Springs of Life and Health, of Ho- 
nour and Riches : She has in her Treafures lock'd 
op innumerable Kinds of Felicities j which (he plenti- 
fully pours forth on them that obey her Infpiration. 
Ta ^^K^""^ chearfully to them that wait upon her ; 
ana no Alan ever departed from her Prefehce, but he 
T^?T ^^I'^^^s. For a certain enlivening InEuence 
herrl''^ r^ Countenance : A Man is ravifh'd with 
blo/t ^^^H^^""' W^"- Breath is fweeter than Am- 
TWhf *" ^ Vapours of Eaftem Incenfe. Her 
« ^» ate fragrant, as the Aromatick Exhalations 

of 
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of NarduSf Onjfx^ and SiaSi. All Words are too 
fhort to e^^prefs her Praifes ; neither is there any Style 
or Language, that ean describe her lacomparable 
Worth. Therefore with Reverenoe I defift from fay- 
ing any more at this Time on fo foUime a SubjeA } 
left while I am proloi^iiig the Pataegyrick of Wif- 
dom, I proclaim my own Folly, to a Sage who i« 
fiuniliar with her, and beft knows her Chara^ler. 

In the mean Time, Vpoch&fe 'to accept of thefis 
Lines» as a Tcftimony of the profound Veneratiob 
I have for thee, who art known thro* all jp-Uk, and 
other Parts of the World, /« he oH$of the firft Rank 
Mnong Wifi^m^s Favourites. 

Adieu, Great Lamp of Maaritaniai and beliere 
that Mahmni is no Flatterer. 

Faris, 19/^ of the ^d Moon, 
of the Tear 1676. 
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LETTER V. 

^0 the Captam BalTa. 



IF I write often to the Bafa^9 of the Land^ I do 
not fomt fbe Duty I owe to him of th^ Sea. 
Only that Element has not been the Stage of fo many 
remarkable AdUons as the other : There are no Forts» 
Caftlesy or ftrong Cities, built upon the-Wayes; noi 
fettled Campsy or formal Sieges, unleis it be upon the 
Frozen Seas, within or near the Artkk Circle. And 
there they only imitate the Trade of War, to exercife 
their Youth. 

However, on the other Parts of the Occean there 

are flying Campaigns, Batdes en pajfant ; and this 

• Year has afforded fome Marine Engagements between 

the French, Hollanders, and Spaniards, not altogether 

unworthy of thy Knowledge. 

On the 8th of the firft Moon^ there happenM a 
Naval Fight between the Sieur de ^ue/ne. Lieutenant* 
General of the French Fleets, and De Ruiter, Vice- 
Adffliral of the Dutch', wherein tl^e latter fuifer*d 
coniiderable Damage. But far greater was their Lofs 
on the 2 2d of the Fourth Moon following, when tiie 
Famous De Ruiter was kilPd, and (everal of the Dutch 
Ships funk, burnt, and taken. Yet that which made 
the greateil Noife, was a Battle fought on the 2d of 
this prefent Moon, between the Marelchal de Vi'vonne, 
Commander of the French Fleet, on the Coaft oi Bicily, 
and the United Naval Forces of Spain and Holland. 

I have a particular Account of this Combat ; and 
becaufe I know thou delighted in Relations of this 
Nature, I will acquaint thee in fbort, how they flril 
encouater'd each other ; and what Methods the French 



Vol. VIII. a Spy at Paris. 6^ 

usM to gain a glonous ViAory over two Fleets^ much 
more numerous in Ships than their own. 

It was not far from the old dangerous Streight be- 
tween Charyhdis and Stylla^ where the Duke de Fi^ 
^Htnne defcry'd the hoilile Navies making toward the 
Place where he lay, with his Fleet at Anchor. The 
Alarm was quickly given, and all Hands to the Cable : 
As foon as they had weighed, they made all the Sail 
they couM towards the Enemy. The Spaniards and 
Hollanders had twenty-feven Ships of War, nineteen 
Gallies, and four Fire-Ships. The French had but 
nineteen Ships of War, feven Gallies, and five Fire- 
ikips. Thofe got the Wind of their Enemies, and 
attacked them fo fiercely, that they drove feveral of 
their capital VelS^ls on thofe dangerous Rocks and 
Sands, where they were loft ; and they burnt thisceen 
more of their beft Ships, among which were the Ad- 
miral of SpatHf and the Vice- Admiral of Holland* 

I ceafe to fay more of this remarkable Fight, fave 
that it is efteemM only Second to the famous Battle 
of Lepanio, 

Prince of the Sea, I wifh thee equal Succefs, when- 
ever thou fighteft againft the Enemies of Goo a&i 
his Prophet. 

Paris, i^b of tbi 6tb Mom, 
of th$ Year 1676. 
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LETTER VI. 

5(? the Sage of Sages, the myjierious 
Eremite, the great Mohammed of 
Mount Uriel in Arabia. 

THere is no Man, in this mortal Life, who haa 
not changM his OpinicNDs one time or other. 
And whether it be an Argument of WifHom or Folly, 
Knowledge or Ignorance, to be thas mutable in our 
Thoughts, we find few tenacious in their old Age of 
the Notions they entertain'd in thetr Yooth. 

We have fome natural and prokptick Ideas bom 
with us $ others impofed upon us by our Parents, 
Narfes, and Tutors. Oar Infant-Fancies are tender, 
flexible, and receptive of any Impreffions ; like Gold, 
that yields to every Stamp and Coin of a hew Sovereign. 
So in the Mint of human Converfation, our Thoughts 
«re melted and form*d by each prevailing Genius that 
keeps us Company. Nay, a new Book that we have 
an Inclination for, (hall quite obliterate all that before 
was current Reafon widi as, and transform our Fa- 
culties into another Figure. So true it is, that Man- 
kind delights in Novelty. 

Whether it be an Efied of this general Weaknefs 
in human Nature, or of my own particular Incon* 
fiancy ; or, in fine, of more corred and mature Con- 
fideration, I will not determine. But this I am fure of, 
that I cannot think now of ieveral Things as I have 
done formerly, without ofering great Violence to mv 
prefent Reafon. I am a^ apt now to fofpefk my felf 
of Dotage at thefe Years, 'as other Men are indin'd 
to flatter themfelves into a Conceit of their own Wif- 
dom, and to boaft of it to others at the fame Age. 

However 
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However it appears evident to me. That wny Man^s 
£xfiriitta ptrfe&s his Speculatiim : And be nvho traf- 
ficks in the Mart offhikfophr^^ m the Steek ef his o^wn 
Di/caveries^ is in a fairer Way tn improve himfelfy than 
« Man that trades altogether on the Credit efotier Mem 
Conceptions* 

The latter is but.WiPdom^s FaAor, or lie may be 
caird a Broker in the Sciences^ or a Banker of other 
Mens Imaginations : He frequents the Common £x- 
change, or Burfe, of Learning ; reads the Books oi 
the Ancients ; converfes with the Wits and moil ao- 
oompliih*d Spirits of the prefent Age. Yet after alt, 
he has but a Retale Profit. Nor (hall he ever have 
better, fo long as he dares not venture fomething of 
liis own. 

Whereas the former is a rich and fubftantial Mer- 
chant, desding on his own Bottom. He ventures on 
the wide Ocean of the Worid^s peeviih cenforious Ha- 
t&onr ; runs the Hazard of Shipwreck, and Cor/airs, 
The Winds and Storms of human Malice do not 
fright him $ near all the Rocks of Superftition, efla« 
blilh'd by the Laws of Nations. No Sands or Shelves^ 
or any undermining private Interefl, can baulk his 
Conr4;e ; whilil he has theXjale of Truth, and Tide 
of primitive Reafmi on his 3ide. For then he knowt 
the common Fortune wUl be his Pilot, and fieer him 
file through all. 

From what I have Aid, thon wilt expeft fomenew 
iefin*d ^ejis ta drop ftom my Pen, feme v&j folid 
Dogma to be broached, after fiicfa a tedious PraUtde. 
But I tell thee plainly, I hardly know what I*m to 
write next ; five only that I have ibme general No* 
tioBs difierent from what I had befdre, concerning 
the Eternity of the Worid. 

It was fiormeriy my Opinion, and I pafs*d it npoft 
all my Friends, ~that not only the Matter of the 
World is Eveiia]ling, but xt» pre&nt Form alfo^ But 
now I bellev&tbe oonttaryv on SMie^ntioa)} Grcimdisi 

It 
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It 18 not fo perfed as I efteemM it. Every Year of 
my Life -convinces me of its decaying State : If mani- 
f<^ly droops and crumbles away. Therefore by Pro- 
portion of Argument we oaght to conclude, // is cor* 
ruptibii in its firft Principles ; and conjeqnentfy had a 
Beginnings andjball have an End, 

I do not believe it (hall be annihilated, or redac'd 
to nothing; Nature abhors that Thought: But it 
ihall be chang'd, metamorphosM, and transformed. 
Una dies dahit exitio ; One Da^Jhall canjqn it to Ruin. 
as Lucretius fays ; And the fame fhall give it a brighter 
Form than ever it had ; when the Earth fhall become 
pure Cryilal, a^nd the Stars (hall outfhine the Sun ; and 
the Sun him^lf fhall* be diffolvM into his Eternal Princi* 
pies of Light The Philofophers who have fpoke of 
the lafl Day, agree, That the World fhall be calcin*d 
by Fire, efpecially thofe of tiie Eafty and South : For 
they pofitively a£en, I'hat when the Moifture 4f th§ 

JJni<verfe Jhall he exhauftid and 
nt/po< ^tiffttv^QV, fpenty [Ihe Elements nvill pour firth 
Scribi'tur in Fatis, ^ Flames] fays Hermes Tri/megiftus t 
Sec. £« Trea/uty of Fire] fays Sophocles • 

And 0*uid averts, That the Sear 
Jball he dried upf and all the Firmament Jh&ll appear 
iiki a Fttrnaci, Hia^oen and Earth flfaU he mingled 
pell-mell tegtther. The Greeks fay, Vh World fiali 
boil up and fium^off its Impurities^ pot^fiJ^hv, *u>ith a 
Nffije Hie that of a Tempeft\ or a Whirl'wind.^ The 
Italians exprefa it otherwife, by the Sound a Clock makei 
juft before it ftrikes the Hour ; for it moves in an even 
and regular Courfe, and has a fleddy Pulie till then $ 
but w&n the laft* Minute is expired, the Wheels ru(fa 
all together witb a louder Noife : So ihall the Orbs 
above, and thefe interior Elements^ when their Courfe 
is done, break all their Harmony, ^nd with conlus^d 
Cracks and RattUi»8 difgorge their Effimces into the 
Lap of their eteraa? Cba^s^ there to be renewed aixd 
changed again into bx nobler Formsi although the 

Original 
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Original Sabfismce ftill remains the iame s for I be- 
lieve the firft Matter to be unchangeable and etenud^ 
without Beginning or End. But there have pafs*d 
many Millions of Aees, in the Prodn&ion of fuch 
an infinite Variety of- Forms ; perhaps the Grounds 
of Aflrology are true» ^and.that there were of old 
certain Periods of Time afiix*d» firli: for the Produffc 
of the heavenly Signs and Confiellations, then for the 
Planets^ and afterwards fpr th^ Nativity of all the 
other Bodies below the Moon. But Mofes, the Law* 
giver, and chief Philofopher of the Jews^ h of a 
contrary Judgment ; fotr he. fays, ^0 VtgetaUes had 
Exifienci hifirt thi ^Siars. And fo one does not know 
what to think among *em all. For. ought I know, 
any Man's Reafon might be received with as much 
Applaufe as that oiMafii^ who would aflert, That 
there are certain Horfes firmed of the parefi Lights 
galloping^ vp and dowfi'the infinite Expaufe fir an in' 
determinate Series rf J^ges^ the Duft of nuhofe Feet firft 
raifed the Elemenfs out of Nothing ; and then their H6ofs 
Jiriking againft the Original Flints of Nature^ hegat the 
Sparks <which fiall fit the World a- fie at laft. And 
Goo knows, whether the late Conflagration at the 
Irnperial City was not owing to a Scratch of one of 
thofe Horfe*s Nails ; tho' they are pleas'd to lay it 
on the Giaurs and Kyfilhafchi, 

By my Soul, I believe all Things proceed from 
Eternal Chance. All. that we admire fo much in the 
World, is a mere Higgle-de-Piggledy of Things 
which may be, or may not be, only they are i and 
fo we muft not quarrel with any Thing that has Exi- 
gence. We behold the Sun, Moon, and Stars over 
our Heads ; they give us their fucceffive Light by 
Night and Day. We trample upon the Earth under 
our Feet, and fail on theopen Sea, to which we can 
give no great Truft. At the fame Time, we know 
not die Natures of thefe different Beings : The Sun 
may be but an eternal Carbuncle, for ought we know ; 

and 
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and tlieMoon'bat a crefted Sapphire; the reft of the 
Planets but the Refiradions of thefe bright Eflences^ 
and all the fixed Stars, but fo many Sphnters of the 
eternal Torch which lights the World. And after all 
the reft» this Earth whereon we tread, may be but a 
Wart or Mole ; « liithfiUf Exerefctnce^ or fitperfimu» 
humour of the Elinunts, if not a Gangtefto in Naturi. 

Oh Mohammed! I have (aid too much to a Man 
of thy abftrufe Specdations ; but thou wilt pardon 
one that ^)eaks with Faith and Sincerity. 

Let me put in one Word*more with thee, Ob. 
Cbiif of the Solitaries ! Prince of the Sylvaas ! Glotj 
£f Arabia ! fbou hidden one of the Baft { ^ou Phenix 
«f a// Generations ! No hodf nvas horn for bimfelf: No 
tfody is tmfe at all fimes. And this is a particular 
Seafoiv wherein the Grand Signior^s Service requires 
me to be, as it were, a little foolifhly merry. There- 
lore, begging thy Pardon and Fraytn, I bid thee. 
Adieu. 

Paris, iphof the Sth Moon, 
tf the Tear 1676, 
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L E T T E R VII. 

TJ? Pefteli Hali, bis Brother^ Mailer g/* 
the Cuftoms, and Superintendant of 
the Ariibnal at ConiUntinople, 

IT will do thee no hurt to can^r the following 
News to Hami Reis Effrndi, I entrench oo. 
the Poft's Time» and my own Health, it beine very 
late in the ^ight» on purpofe that the MiniSers of 
the Porte may have the earlieft Account of the Tak- 
ing of ?hilitfburgh from the French^ by the Confe- 
derate Princes and States. 

This is a Town of creat Importance, and verjr 
ftrong. The Spaniards Became Mailers of it in the 
Year 1633, through the Treachery of the Governor. 
Next Year following, the Swedes put it again in the 
French King^s Hands ; but that Monarch hot being 
able to repair its Fortifications, by reafon of the 
Winter, it was furprizM by the Imperialifts on the 
23d of the firft Moon, 1635 ; in whofe Hands it re- 
mained till the Year 1644; when in the 9th Moon 
it was taken by the Duke Etigmen, now Prince of 
Conde, after he routed the Duke of Bavaria at Fr/- 
turgb. The Frencb have had it in PoiTeffion ever fince 
that time, till about four Days ago it was furrende^d^ 
upon Conditions, to the Imperialifls^ who had block'd 
it up above a Year, and formally befiegM it four Moons* 
It is a Lofs which this Court refents with no fmall 
Grief ; PbiH0urgb being a Town of more Value than 
twentv others in thofe Parts. The French have taken 
Conde^ Bouchain, and Jire; but they do not think 
thefe an equivalent Repriial ; neither can this Cam- 
paign laft long enough to ^ve them an Opportunity 
of leeking &nlier &ti8&ftion. 

Brother; 
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Brother, I moft condode abruptly^ becaafe the 
Poft tarries. God have thee in his Keeping, and 
preferve thee from the Snares and malidoas Ambaf- 
cades of Devils, who are let looie from their infernal 
Dens to range above-ground, from this Hour, to the . 
Crowing of the Cocks. 

Paris, I zth if the gtb Mom, 
of the Tear 1676. 
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^0 Sephat, Abercomil, Vanni, EiFendi, 
Preacher to the Sultan. 



A Bout five Years ago I fent thee a Difpatch^ 
containing an Account of the kind Receptbn 
thy Do^rines found in Europe^ and of the fwift Pro- 
grefs they made in converting the honeder fort of 
Naicarenes. I alfo acquainted thee with the Oppofition 
that was made againft the Writings of Francis MaU" 
nfitta^ by the Jefuits and Dominicans. Now I fhall 
iafohn tJiee farther of the prodigious Advances this 
facred Inftitution of Life has made in Itah^^ Franco^ and 
tfain^ with Gormam^ and other Regions in the Weft. 
There is an emment Man in Rome^ whom they 
call Father Petrucci, a Perfon of great Learning, aiid 
confpicuous Knowledge. His Piety indeed has been 
by him induilrioufly concealed, as much as lay in 
hb Power; but yet his moft reclufe good Works 
took Air, and all Men of Integrity conceive a Ve- 
Deration for him. He having read the Works of 
Mal^ella, grew enamoured of fo fublime a Syftem 

of 
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of fpirituai Rales ; and wrote to all his Friends hy 
way of Recommendation of the Aathor and his SoIk 
je^. Thoie Letters afterwards were put in Print«i 
and *ti5 not to be exprefs'd what powerful Influence 
they had on all Impartial Readers. He pnbliihed al* 
fo many learned Treatifes, in the Defence and Praife 
of a contemplative Life. And the Reputation of thi&. 
refin'd Theology daily increafed, and fpread abroad^ 
in every Corner of the Chriftian World. 

Among the reft of learned Profelytes, a certaia* 
Spanifi Pried) and DoAor of the ChriHian Law^^ 
whom they call Michael de Molino^ appeared upon the. 
Stage; and in the Year 1675, publiih^d a compiCir 
henfive Treatife of Myflical ReUgion. The Boole 
was approv*d and licensed by the Archbiihop of Rbeg-^^ 
gioy by the General of the Francifcans, an Officer of 
the Inquiiition, and by Martin de EJparfa^ an eml* 
nent Jefuit belonging to the fame Court, and Pro- 
feiTor of Theology at Rome, The Prefs had no fooner 
deliverM this myfterious Treatife to the World, but. 
every Body catch^d it up. So that the firft Edition 
being foon difpers'd in Rome, Ferrara^ Naples^ and 
other Cities of Ital^y it was necefTary to flart a new 
Impreffion of fo acceptable a Thing, that the remain- 
ing Provinces, States, and Principalities, might not 
want their Share of fo Divine a Copy ; That Spain 
aaight be reformed by one of her own Natives ; and 
Generous France^ forgetting her Averiions, might 
not difdain the fage In(tru£lions of a hated Spaniard. 
In a Word, Molino^s Book is had in Second Vene- 
ration with the Gofpel. His Friendihip is coveted by 
th^ greateft Men in Romei efpecially the Secular 
Clergy are ambitious to confirm the Honours, Dig- 
nities, and Benefices they already pofTefs in the 
Church, by gaining the Favour of his Acquaintance. 
They confult hsm as an Oracle in knotty Problems 
of Divinity ; and many Cardinals court his Cor- 
refpondeace,. not valuing their Rank in the Red Lift 

E of 
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of Ecdefiaftical Pri&on, onLels they are alfo enrolled 
in ilie liappy Number of MolMs Friends ; fuch are 
Oarpegna^ jhtoJini, Cajfantiy Odt^Jcakbi^ and the French 
Caidinal D'Eftnes. 

This \a& is £imous for his Learning and Accom* 
^iihments» being educated in the Sorbomu, and a 
Familiar of MonGeur De Lauoa;, a great Reformer 
of Errors in. the Dodrine and DifdpHne of the JU- 
man Church, fieing thus predifposM to ^vocur any. 
one who would expofe himielf to ftem the Torrent 
of Corruptions ; the Tide of vain and fuperftitioas 
'BnJEAea, advancing daily higher and higher, and 
thivatning to overflow the Banks of folid Piety, fin-, 
cere Devotion, and all Moral Virtue, the generous 
Cardinal appeared the publick Patron of Msiim^ and 
in private they had many Conferences. The 5|^is- 
niard laid aiide his native Jealoufy of Foreigners, 
and tht.Frsncbman mortified his Pique againft that 
Nation. They both conversed with Opennefa of 
Heart, and unreferved Freedom. 

The Cardinal alfb, after this, brought him acquainted 
with ftveral eminent Men in Franct^ between whom 
and MoHno was held a ftriA Intelligence. The new 
Pope, who was before called Cardinal OtU/caicbi, haa 
given him an Appartment in his own Palace, and done 
him many other Honours. In a Word, he is grown 
fo confiderable, that the greateft part of Nazanms:. 
look upon him as a Prophet fent from God. 

I uke Complacency to fee Mab^mitifm thua 
snafqoerade it in the Heart of ChriflenJom ; and th« 
moil refined Draught of oar Religion copied in the 
Lives and Pra<lices of the moft Excellent. among the 
NapuireMs. 'Tis a fair Sign, methinks, that by De«» 

fives they will enquire a little farther, and with .more 
fumility, into our Sacred Law s that they will not 
ihimble at Circumdfion, Wafting, and other Purifi- 
■caHons and Ceremonica appoinira by the Prophet a 
kuK/^ they are aU perforoied ii| Honour of, the £terpal 

Unity, 
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Unity, and not to Images or Pidlares. Howevei^ 
at leaft, fuch pious and contemplative Men as thefcp 
will by a neceilary Confeqoence, raife cm a fecret 
Fadion for us, and qualify the bitter Zeal and Spite 
which Chriftians generally b^r againft True Believers. » 
For the Follpwejs of Ma/e*uiSa,. Fetrucd^ wiM}^f9oi 
are 'already branided, and diftii^^ifh*d from the reft 
of the Nazarenes^ by the odious Names of Hereticks^ 
which is next Door to the more opprobrious Title of 
Infidels, the beft and'kindeft Bpitfaet they can aSrf 
the fidthful Muffulmans. 

To fum up all in brief; they reckon a Hundred 
Thoufand of this hew Sed in lialy^ as many more iift 
francgy and Spuin, and not much fewer in Girmawf t 
befides Poland^ Hun^ty^ and other Regions. So chat 
if an Army of Mi^ulmans fhould appear on the ItaUan. 
Shores with Fam Effendi at the Head of them, and 
a Declaration fhould be fpread about, containing that 
you aim at nothing but to propagate the Truth, and 
to proted^ the injurM Mdinifts or ^ietifts^ (for f«i 
they nickname this contemplative Sed) they would 
all rife, and fly. te the Mahomtt$,n Standard, as fbr<e 
merly the Malecontents of hah did to the J^ktm el 
Roinulm. ^God*s Will be done. 

Paris, zd of the izth Moon^ 
^theY^ar 1676, 
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LETTER IX. 

% Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale 

(f Sidon, 

BLESSED are they who honour the Virtues of 
Holy Men, and ftrive to imitate their Exam- 
pies. The ln£dels count them mad, whom the 
great Lord of all Things has inrpir*d with his Love» 
whidi is the Spirit or Breath of the Omnipotent, 
giving Life to all Things. Their Souls are fnatch*d 
away in facred £xta£es; they are carried to the 
bright ihioing Worlds, born up on the Wings of a 
Wind from Paradife. They behold marvellous Things, 
and the Wonders of the Sky : Wafted from Star to 
Star, they are ravifti'd with the Sight of fo many ra- 
diant Splendors, and expire in Tranfports of Divine 
Pleafure, when they confider the beautiful Oeconomy 
of th^Univerfe. 

O Ariel ! Chief of the Cbnrj aho<ve ; nvhofitiefi the 
Tunes of the Spheres^ and art Mafier of the Eternal 
Muficki nvho taugbtejt Sultan David to fhv^ on the 
Harfy and learned' ft him the Sof^s of Paradife : Send 
donm fame Axur'^d Meffenger^ fime purpled Poft from 
Eden, to injpire my Soul with Divim Harmonies, luhilft 
I celebrate tbi Praifes of Alia, tbe firft and the loft, 
%chofe Glory is expanded through tbe infinite Ahyfs^ and 
enlightens endlefs Spaces, fhrwbole Vniverfe is full of 
his Majeftyy but the Place of his Retirement is above the 
Heaven of Heavens, There he keeps his Court, 
guarded by Seventy Times Seven Millions of Angels ; 
who always ftand on their Watch to prevent the In- 
vaUons of Or^mades, the Exince of Darknefs, the 

iloot and Source of all Ev9* ' 

God 



Vol. Vlir. a spy at Par is. 77 

God came from Heaven in the Dajrs of Mofes^ 
with an Army not to be numbered : Michael was 
his Standard- Bearer, whofe Chariot was a Carbuncle 
,of Paradife. They march'd through the Milky 
Way, and made their Defcent on the Rock of the 
J3e(art Sinai, The Artillery of the Celeftial HoU 
was Thunder and Lightning; They were encom- 
palled with thick Clouds of Smoak. The World 
was affrighted at the dreadful Noife, and Orofmades 
durft not appear to abide the Battle, but fled into 
the Caverns of the Earth with all his Legions, where 
they are barrM up to the JDay of Judgment. They 
often ilrive to break loofe, which occafions horrid 
Earthquakes : Bat the Chain which binds them ia 
faften'd to the Throne of God. He keeps the Keys 
of thofe Infernal Prifons, and bars up all the Ave- 
nues of Hell. There Darknefs, Horror, and Pain« 
have taken up their Reiidence for ever. One Abyft 
/uppliej another with eternal FJdods of Cbnfufioa 
and Mifery. But above the Surface of the £artb» 
iie has efiablifh'd Light, Liberty, Joy, and Peace, 
to them that revolt not from his Love and Obe- 
dience. 

God came from Ar*val^ and the Holy One w^ 
feen to fly from the Thickets of Schair in the Baft. 
He bent his • Courfe towards the Red-Sea^ and 
pitched his Tents in the Meridian of Mecca. Oa 
that Day the Kihluk was turned toward the South ; 
imd the Faces of the Faithful, in Time of Prayer, 
regarded the Houfe of Abraham^ the fquare Tem- 
ple, and the Place appointed by Deiliny for the 
Tomb of the Prophet. Then Medina Tehabi be- 
came bright and illuftrious : The Glory of Jerufa- 
fahm faded, and was eclipsM at the Dawning 
Splendor of this New San^uary, a City ennobled 
|>y the Prefence of Deputies from Heaven, even 
Gabriel and Ifraphiely who came down to vifit 
the determined Place of the Prophet's Reft. 

E 3 They 
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They luDoght wkh tkem. Roles aad Models of 
Diviiie ArchiteAvre, that the Dorautory of tlie 
Mefltoger of 6cd might be aiajeftick and glorioos. 
TBey difclofed their Errand to Z«fhid and M-K^ber^ 
two cmining Artifiont in the City'> and ^wM them 
the Celeftial Pattern of the Sepulchre. Thefe Jbep( 
iecret tht Matter, till the Time was accompliih*d 
which the Angels enjoin*d them. Then they de- 
clared themfelves, and undertook the Building of « 
f abrkk, which has render^ Medina fonous thioogl^ 
oat the World. 

Oh Medina Telnaii ! how fweet is thy Name a- 
ffiong the Mufuimani ! The Roads of Jfia and 
jffrick are covered with the Caravans of fucb at 
bring Prefents unto thee ; the Devout Pilgrims who 
travel from far to kifs the Pavement of the Temple^ 
4vhere the Bones of our Divine Law-^tver is icpo- 
£ted. 

I faw the Ekphatits and Drc^edariesof iht Eafl^ 
mxMkL joy bow down and couch to the Ear^ 
virhilft Sacred Burdens were kid on their Backs $ 
the 0»ncls alfo of the ^omth of <%^ 4Hid the Land 
of Moors, They performed the Sacred Pilgrimage 
with Humility and Refignation : They ^ded 4, 5» 
f o» or 14 Dayiy eadi, as they were abk» in Tok;^ 
cf thek Devotion and Tbatildulnefs ; In that they 
^HFere permitted the Honour of viihing the Holy 
Region, and the Sepotchre of Him who tang^t the 
Dumb Beaib the Difcipline of Wifdom, and tht 
Way to Faiadiie. 

Ever £noe that Time, tte Anhaal Genera^ 
tions have inftro^led each other in the Fflcoepta of 
the Prophet who could neither Wrke nor Reid* 
In thek Mote Language i^y perform. Morn*- 
}ng and Evening, die ap^nted Omifoii^ and 
Preach to their YomigOnes by inarticulate Soands^ 
the Dodriae of Faith, dear aifd i&teihgible. 

Oh 
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Ob Mahumed! Erery Letter of thy inyfiferioOB 
Naite i& fall of Benediaion and Praife. £adi 
Syllabk is coBipoanded of Seciets not to be teftsiti, 
till the Confammation of all things. Thoti aft ft 
Treafiny of Wonders which cannot be exhasfled or 
valued. 

I heard the E^Jltm Winds record thy PraifeB on 8 
'Flute, whdlft gentle Zephyrs blew kit Vocd Har- 
fDoaie^ wherebi were ofben oelebrated the gloriook 
tiames of Mahmet znd.^HaM. To thele, Great 
Boreas joinM in Concert with his Deep-hmgM Organ's 
fweetea'd in OMiiiter- Tenor by the S»utbim wind. 
They whittled, fung, and play'd ta Parts, till att 
the younger Sons of jEolus came in to £11 the 
Choir. Then was the Miilick loud and ihriil i It 
awakened, all the Woods and Forefts on the Earth. 
The Trees and all the Vegetable Race, druck np 
in Unifon with the Winds ; the Birds put in their 
chear fttl Notes ; the Streams and Rtrers mu r mu re d 
grateful Airs ; the Sea raisM up her Billows to tha 
Clouds, whiift Jovial TrtHu, founded high Leveta 
of the MariUt, anfwer*d in Veffe by ruifiibling Tim- 
brels of the Sky. There was an univerfal Joy and 
Rant.: Natuxe h^felf imm ib a Fr^lfck, and kept 
Holiday. 

Why did the moft Hieh decamp from Ar<val^ 
end the £tef»d remofe kis Refidbiee from Scbatr 



in the E4tft T Why did he caafe \m Armies to li« 
down in the ^w^^ and his Pavifidiis to cover the 
Regioni df Mntaf D<ittbclefs, Ihb did ^ this in 
Honomr of dMS Law whick he f<ffit from Heaven^ 
Aid of the Krth-Place of liis Aittyarke, didil «ll 
Nati«M might know atod ^^ftfs, That t%m is Mr 
me G^d, 4W MahoiliM; i^r ^pt. The Be&fis ^ 
the Barth ackMwled|e thki die Fowls alfo of thfc 
Air, and tke Fifh of the Sea. The Elements and 
iOfHiinftte Beisgi aie feiifibk of a Joy which thef 
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camml cxpicfii, and the UnircHe b all diflblv'd in 
Rapture, whilft it lies ftietch'd out at large, ooibld- 
cd into endleis Skirts, and itfts for efcr on the All- 
propping Unity. 

idirmadolin^ I am Part of the Univerie, and there- 
fore cannot but be toochM with a Senle of the Bliis 
which at certain Seafons tranfports the Whole. Thoa 
who art always in a Dinne Eztafy, wilt not wonder 
at the fiiort Enthufiafms of thy Slave Mabmut^ who 
covets nothing more ambitioofly, than to imitate thy 
blamelefs Life. 

Farewel, in God s for we cannot be out of him. 
Id long as we are in our ielves. 

Paris, I Jib of the zd Moon, 
rf thi Year 1677. 



LETTER X. 

7b ibe Kaimacham. 



TH £ Trench are refolv^d to make bold Eflbrts 
this Campaign, to repair the Lofs of FHUpf- 
lurgh^ which was taken from them laft Year. The 
.^ijig is impatient of any Check given to the Pro> 

irefs of his Arms, axyi fpares neither Men nor 
foaey to keep Uip the Heputation and Fame of a 
Conqueror. And if this Charadler (grown &- 
;Biiiiar to him, as it were by Piefcription, after a 
long and almoft uninterrupted Series of Vido*^ 
7ies) happen at any Time to be leiTen'd by fome 
anfucceuful Attempt upon the. Enemy, . he can- 
not \j(^ at Reft till he ^Jumi Tecover^d it again by 

inch 
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fuch rcaown*d £xpioit$, as may be anfwerabl^ to thd 
Greataefy of his Sool, . and the formidable Puii&nce 
of his Siyord, known to all Europe, 

He l^as many and great Armies in Pay ; and whe- 
ther it be an ESk&. of his Fortune, or his Judgmenti 
.'tis obferv'dy that he is always blef&'d with the ableft 
Generals in Chriftenikm^ 

The^ fy2i thing he enterpriz^d was the Siege of 
.VaUnciemiesy a .C^^ feated on the Frontiers m the 
^fa^ife ffetherlamis } ■ a very important Plaoe« and 
confiderable for its Commerce ; inhabited alfo by a 
^out, warlike People, and of very difficult Acods^ 
by reafon of a certain River, with whofe Waters 
they can at pleafure drown the Country round about* 
It was invefted by the Duke of Luxemburgb on the 
28th of the 2d Moon, and formally be^eged oa 
the 4th of the ^d. On the 17th there was a ge- 
neral AiTault given, and the Frvtcb entered the Town ^ 
. which ia terrified the Inhabitants, that they threw 
themfelves upon the King's Mercy. He accepted 
their Submifiions, and fo put a Stop to the commoa 
Violence in fuch Cafes. 

Another Time this had been enough to have crown^^i 
a whole Campaign, and fatisfied the Ambition of 
the French Generals ; but now, xhe Remen^>rance 
of laft Year's Lo^ and Difgra^e, fpurs them on to 
new Revenges; And to convince the World thac 
this Monarch is not eaiily to be daunted, but that 
he is jealous of his Glory, he has, iince the taking 
ef FaUncienneSf befieged two ilrong Cities, Cam* 
bra^y and St Omers. 

The former of thefe is eileemM one of the 
ftrongeft Places in all Flanden i it id fituated oa 
the River Efeauty and was the ancient Patrimony 
of the French CrowD, ever fince the Reign of 
CiodUn II, King of France, who made himfelf 
Mailer of it in the Year 445 of the Chriftian» 
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Begira. Afterwards it fell to the%sre oVKjbarlit 
the Bali, in the Year 8^3 ; and in the Year 870, it 
became the Occafion of a War between die Kings 
of Trance, the Emperors, and the Cobiits of FUm^ 
den. In which Conteft, one of the Bm&hvins got 
It, and left it to his ^on. Bot Charkr V, t)?er- 
.jeachM him ; %nd by means of the Bifhop*s Corre- 
ipondence, tookPofleflion of the Place. He put a 
ftrong Garrifon in it, and boilt a Citadel, whidi 
reiider*d die Town alnioft iibpregnable. In Procefs 
Qf Time it fell into the Hands of the Doke of 
Jlanfin, Brother to Henry III, when he Was made 
<^0ttAt of Flanders, in the Year 1582. Bat in the 
Year 1595 the 6^/ixr7^7n/j took it, and have, held It 
ever fince, dll the 6th of the 4th Moon of this pre- 
ient Year ; when the Gates were fet open, to let in 
the French Troops ; and on the xyxh, the Citadel 
Svas fnrrendtPd npon Articles. 

As fbr St "Omert, it is a great Ckj, and weH fot- 
tificd ; having on one Side the River Aa, with its 
Marches; and. on the other, being defended by a 
Caftle^ flanked with good Baftions, and encompafsM 
with an cxtrcam broad and deep Ditch. About the 
Beginning of this Moon it was invefted by the French 
King's Forces, arid 'Within three or four Days it was 
fornlally befieged, bat not gain'd without a Moody 
Comteat, fought between the French and the Prince 
cf Orange, who came with a coniiderable Army, de* 
figning to throw Succours into the Place. I will 
not trouble thee by reciting all the Particulars of the 
Fight, only he affured that the French got the Viftory^ 
put the others to Flight, remained Mailers of the 
Field, took thirteen Pieces of Cannon, '^venteen 
.^ (Standards, all the Enemy's Baggage^ and almoft three 
. thottiattd Prifoners» 



The 



This Sttg6 ol* Ihn groit Aai<m #t8 a t*la«^ csiHiI 
Mwr^ C^/^ no' far from StOmrs: A S^ til 
i&rboml obfeW'd t6 have once befbrc been propitious 
to the Frendt Arms, whett P/^i/j^ of Fahif fbttgHt 
there with tht Spaniards, and gave them an entire 
Defeat. He was reckoned &e valhmfeil ?pbtst of 
that Age. 

The Inhabitants of St Omen hearing of the De^ 
feat that was given to the Prince of Orange^ were 
in -fa g r e a t "a-eoirftcmatron, that in^icw"&7Bthey 
Yolantarily farrendred to the French King, 

Illaftrioul Kaimdtham^ this^vpi^i&n^ Monarcl^ 
takes fuch wife Methods, as thbu wilt"^ by, cannot 
fall in the ordinary Coorfe of War, to bring him 
' Spc^fs: He is in eSMtent Pay^>Maikr.f^at(|; n^Mr 
gives occafion /or his Soldiers to rapine of mm[mar 
for want (of their thily AlioWail^, por pai^' wenB 
upon impatient Expedlations of their Arrears. On 
the contrary, he is very munificent and liberal to all 
'Men of Merit ; and the meanefl Soldier, who dpi^* 
liases himfelf by any notable Exploit, or A^io& of 
Bravery, is fore to be diftinguHh'd from" the rfefk hy 
""feme Royal Reward in Money, ii he )b^ not^iirfvaft- 
ted to the Dignity- of a Commalnder: -'and'fbmft- 
times they are honoured with both. TJfis Goridtill 
makes his Men ftght like Ltohs, each beiArg eAiiilM» 
of hfs Fellows, and all fttAy haarding fhetr Livift, 
to gain their Ma^^s Ede^ ; coullting that tAe; 
moft glorious Pofl, which is nwft cxpefed to Dah« 
ger. ' 

He is fevere to thofe Provinces and Towns Whf^h 
rcfufe to fubmit to his Arms, and full of Ctemen^v 
* to fudi as wilKngly embrace his Government. 

In a Word, hh Donatives and LargtiTes; to )\\'\ 
•wn ; his, Condefceniions, and the Immunities h^ 
gives to others, together with the Exaftnefs of hh 
JufUce to all, to facilitate the Proofs of hh Arnis^ 
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{ncreafe his CoBquelUi and lender him the greateft 
prince in the. Wefiim Fsats. 

. Sage MiniAer, I kifs the Hem of thy Veil, and 
with humble Obeilance retire from thy Pre&nce. 

• "BaA, itth^ iiegth Mo$», 
of the Tear 1676. 






L E T T E R XI. 

■75? Hamct, Reis Eflfendi, Principal 
r Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 



TH £ Love of Women is natural to our Sej^ 
and there is no Man, who at one Time or 
-other, has not fek the Warmths of this amorous 
.^afiiqnv But it is flrange to obferve, after what 
4 different Manner this Flame difcovers it felf in 
:Feople of various Nations, Ages, Qualities, Fortunes, 
.and Conflitutions* Young Men are lafcivious and 
ardent in their Love. Old Men are ridiculous,, and 
formal. The poor Man ftudies to pleafe his Mifireis 
by abjedl Submiflions, and humble Obfequioufneis* 
The Rich drives to win her by munificent Gifb 
and Preients. The Vulgar make their Court by 
feafting the coy Damfel, and regaling her with 
Junket and Wine. The Noble entertain her with 
Plays, Mafquerades, Ballets, and other pompous Di* 
vertifcments* 

The ingenious halihn fets upon his MiHrels 
with a kind of polifh'd Watonneis i not making 
nnantick, whining Addreiles^ but^ with a re- 
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fin'd IiBiMadeiioa» his Eyes^ his Hanch^ Us Tongu^* 
and all his AAioos, foon make her fenfible where 
his Pain lies. He celebrates her Pfaifes io Verfet 
and hires Mufick to ferenade her. Finally, he 
never leaves till he gains her, or revenges himfelf 
on his Rival, by fending him out of the World*: 
And on her, hy turning all his Compliments into 
CuHei and Slanders. Bat if he gets her, he (hutf 
her up for ever, and makes her Chamber her Pri- 
son. 

The Headftrong Spaniard barning with.Deiire, 
and impatient of Delay, flung with reftlefs Con- 
cupifcence, behaves himfelf like a Madman : He 
fiamps, fiares, and raves; walks farioufly back- 
ward and forward, rolls his £ye$ after a hideous 
Manner ; he ftarts, Hands ftill, lays his Hand up- 
on hb Sword, looks up- to- Heaven, invokes the 
Saints, talks to himfelf, .threatens the DiiToiution 
of all Things, if he be baulk'd of his Love, In 
this Humour he runs to his Miflrefs, falls at her 
Peet, makes doleful and paifionate Complaints, 
throws himfelf upon her Mercy, adores her, and 
. does all Thin^ which are proper for a defperate 
Lovej-. If by thefe Means he enjoys her, he fooa 
grows weary of her, and either kills her« or pro- 
litutes her 4cretly for Gold. But if he cannot ob- 
tain her, then he macerates and torments himfelf^ 
and is reiblvcd to^ie. 

Di£erent from both thefe is the wanton 
Fntubman, who courts his Miftrcfs after a jolly 
Fafhion, with Songs, Dances, Muiick, and JeAs. 
He is all Life and Mirth when in her Company, 
and abouads with a thoaiand Sorts of comical 
Humours. If he gets her. after a little Time the 
iclde Spark is cloyM» and falls in Love with 
another. If he fail of his Purpofe, he is not much 
concem'd ; for all his Love was but counterfeit : 
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Yet he fMuA a Shew of Difcotiwttlj he direateiM 
«»d fpiitten at ]ier for a while $ but thit TcAigoe^ 
Temjj^eft it foi»ft hud^ and a aew Face pn»d«€e< n 
Calm. 

But the pUegmatick German it very hard to be 
kindled up to thti FbflioD, and then needs a great 
*4ieal ef Art to blow him into a Flaane. He is coM 
«nd vmryy dioughtfiil aMd flow, provid^^it and 4illl » 
Vet, when once touched wkh this Aflbftion^ lib is 
very liberal of his Gifts, which is the Mafter-plece 
.of fait Obun{h%». If he obcaitis kii Mlftidi, be foon 
fetnmt to his primitive Frigidity : And if he lie 
frullrated) he is bat where he was ; far from killing 
himfelf for a peevifti Femaie. 

The Fr^Mc^ar/tn^profeifts more Love than he htt : 

•The GirmsiM endeavours to hide ^ Ftcn^r \i( hh 

^'PaiSoa : The SfMiUrd {ferfuades him^lf, rhit he 

tis beloved by hit Mltkvfs : WbUft the JMoft takes 

'• the nearest Courle to be bdovod by Ktr in Reality. 

The Frsnthman loves a pkafant wkty Maid, tho' 

Ihe be deformed i the Sfmakird frekts fiieaaty lo 

Wit and good Humoar : The Imlin is to a Female 

of a timoroos Spirit : Whild the German adores 'a 

^ Virago. ' The Frenchman^ by hh wandring XiOv^, 

> of a wife Man becomes a Fool ; and estel^nges hsis 

Heahh for a tboufend Maladies : The German^ hav- 

«iog profanely f{)ent aH in amoroiis Liberalities, at 

length, from a Fool, thoMate^ becomes a Wife Man: 

^The ^/^lAr^ andenaket herok^ Enterprizes to 

pleafe his Miftreit : Whilil: the ItmnaH defpifes Ffo- 

near and every thing elfe, that he may enjey 

« ner. 

Certainly the gteateft Men in the World bi^ve 
been fabjeA tie this foft V^atm, and have (a- 
cri£ced their tlepufaiibn/ Glory, and Virtue, 
with their very Reafon, to the Regards of Love. 
How enifiap*d was M$ihri^uU$ in PoninSi by a beau- 
: ^ tilttl 
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^tilttl Woman ? Howiiid AiiffiffSi^/fciift^ liis Cbaraga 
to be ^iier^ed wkh: die Ltixorks cf Ct^ivft f ^ 
'Hercuks of old Idt the gferious ToJls of Wari and 
tbfiered his Arms to run for the fiike of &is hh. 
So U^/ wits captivated by Citce ; AthiUti by J9fi- 
yfij ; and Ci^r by Cletfpatm: Aiid thou kfioweS, 
•that oar Airfials record ftrange Things of the AmooM 
of our gloriotis Monarchs. 

^ There is no Nation free from the Sentiments 6f 
Love; yet every Age and Region vary in their 
Conduft toward Women. Here in Ae Weft^ they 
are all for Intrigtting and Gallantry. They acctife the 
* Mujfidmani for having more Wives than one^ and 
'for keeping as many Concubines as they pleafe ; 
'whiift they themfelves have their Wives almoft in 
common, and lie with every Wench that copies in 
•their Way; Adidtery pafTes with them for Goo^-* 
'breeding ; and Fornication is efteemed as innbcetit 
in Adion as Eating and Drinking i whereas th6a 
knowefty among the Trne Believers, thefe Crimes 
are punifhed with Death. Promifcuous Copulation 
was forbid by MtftSy Jejks^ and Mahomet ; and in 
general by all the P^opliets. It is a ftifiicient Indd- 
gence. That every Man may marry four Wivci, 
and enjoy as many other Women as he either takes 
Captives from the Enemy in Wars, or purchiaies wiiii 
his Money. But thefe Inftdds had rather foHow 
the Sentiments of the old Heathen Law-givers, and 
the Examples of idolatrous Nations, than obey Goi> 
and his Meflengers. They applaud Salon, the great 

* Lawgiver of the Jtbemans ; calling him a wife Man, 

• as he was pronounced by the Di^Siek Grade ; and^a 
generous Patriot, for procuring Harlots to accom- 
pany the Youths of the City, and bui^ing a Tem- 
ple to Venus out of the Money they ^ot by profK* 

^tnting themfelves^ 



.% 
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•*.Ti;i (Certtio^ Whores were oiiich efteemM iq thoie 
pays among the Gruiam ; for che Magiftrates buik 
thiem Publick Houfes on . purpoTe, and free for all 
Coxneis : They alfo made Laws, to protedl them 
jfrom Injuries. And fo £reat was the Veneration 
that befotted People had for them, that when Per- 
fis invaded Greui, the Harlots of Corinth undertook 
to intercede fot their Country, in the Temple' qf 
'Venuu Nay, whatfoever extraordinary Favour they 
. had to aik of that Goddefs, it was done by the Me- 
diation of the Whores. And there feeois fome Rea- 
. Ton on their fide ; fince Fenui herielf was tranflated 
to Heaven, and made a Goddefs for being the great- 
eft Whore and Bawd that ever lived. She firil taught 
the Cyprian Women to proftitute their Bodies for 
Gain. , 

What a. Work did Jfpafia make, who filPd aU 
. Cretu with Whores ? For the Love of her, and her 
Wenches, it was, that PericU* begun the Pekpon- 
nejian War that lafted fo many Years, and is §q 
much talked of in ancient Hiftory. Th^re were 
alfo learned Whores ; as Sappho, the Miflrefs of 
Phaen : Sempronia, Le^ena, and Ltontium ; who 
wrote publickly in Vindication of their lewd Prac- 
tice, and inveighM againft Marriage. There were 
alfo noble Whores; as Rhodops, who built one of 
the Egyptian Pyramids with the Money given her 
by the King : Thaii the Corinthian, who was fo fur- 
pafiing beautiful, that fhe fcornM to lie with any but 
Kings and Princes. Bat Mejfalina, the Wif: of 
Claudius Cafar, exceeded them all in the Salaciouf- 
nefs of her Temper. I will not omit to mention 
Joan, Queen of Naples, who caufed her firft Huf- 
band to be hangM, becauie he could not fatisfy her 
JLuft. His Name was Jndrew, Son to Eliauthth Queen 
of Huf^aty. Her fecond Huiband, to repair the Fault 
of the firft^ fb wafted his Strength in the conjugal Em- 
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braces, that in a little Time he kiird himfelf. Her 
third Hoiband was James King of Mafor^a, whom 
ihe beheaded for lying with another Woman. Her 
foQfth and laft Spoafe was Otbo Duke of Brunfiwick : 
He livM to fee her hang*d in the fame Places where 
htt firft Hufband had, by her Order, fufl^rM the 
lame Fate. This was the Revenge of Charles Prince 
of Dvr'acbium, Coofin-German to Andrenu before- 
jnentiosed. This Lafcivious Qnecn would have the 
Company of ten or twelve young Men, one after 
another, the fame Night. 

What fliall I fay of SemramiSf Emprefs of the 
AJ^ans ; of Fafifha'i Wifie to Minos King of Crtti ; 
or of an hundred other Royal Whores ; when it is 
obfervable, that the moft Illuftrions Heroes on Earth 
Jiave fprung from adulterous Beds ? Witnefs Herein 
/fi, Alexander^ Ckdovnu King of the Franks^ The^- 
Jorick the Gotbt William the Norman^ Rojfmir of 
ArragoH^ and many more, too tedious te be recited. 
Itay, few Kings and Princes are born of lawful 
Mothers. 

Doubtlefs, the Infidbl Nations live in great Cor- 
ruption of Manners ; they'confovhd and blend toge- 
ther -Divine and Prophane Maxims ; from whence 
refult monftrous and abominable Prafkices, and a 
general Undeannefs of Life in all Things. 3Qt the 
chafle Followers of Mahomet have all Cuftoms in 
Abomination that defile the Soul, and rob it of its 
native Purity. We obey the Traditions of Ibrahim^ 
JfmaeU and the reft of the Holy Line ; who never 
touched any Woman but their own lawftil Wives and 
Concubines ; refting contented with this Indulgence 
of the Omnipotent. We put in pradtice the Law 
brought down from Heaven, and the Precepts of the 
Prophet; which forbid all Adultery, Fornication, 
«nd Ineeft. We preierve in our Veins the pure and 
unpolluted Blood of our Fathers, and tranfmit the 
fame to our Children^ and the Pofterity to come i 

that 
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"th&t tKe Proittifefi madfe to Ahrdbam^ tke Gloriotfs 
FVitriardi of the Ec^^ may not be difannulrd bv tliie 
Sins of his OfF-fpring, hot may be verified tiil tte 
Day ^Ket) the Moon (hall ht cabceli'd in the Hta- 
ttns, and all the Stars te blottisd out. 

Oh Sage Hamet ! we ate of a facred Luieage, ttnd 
*$llaftrioQs Pedigree. Our Progenitons were the F«- 
Yoarites of Heaven, and Lords of the Earth, by the 
'fjjiecial BenediCUoh of ^od. The Light of tke 
*^1£ternal ikkies apon . the OHofimn Hoafc^ and h 
refledled from thence on all the Empiie, I pn^ 
'Heaven that We ia&y not forfeit thefe Privileges by 
<)ur own Folly, and coufe an iH R^rt t6 be whiT- 
))er*d of ns among the Angela, 8AirilB, and Pfbphcty, 
%nd throughoDt the Precin^s of Paradife. 
• I coftfign thee to the Oiftody of Gob, ^ndi thy 
-Gnardian Genius ; wifhing thee all maniieir of En- 
'}by1nents th*t Inay confift with Ptofity and lBn<h 
•ccnce. 



*. 



Paris, jih tf tit Kit Mfmi, 
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LETTER XXI. 

To the Captain Bafia. . 

BY Shipi iMwly wnmA from Aim^cM^ Mite 
is brought to diis -Goiirc ^ A ftgmil Detat 
'^▼en to a Squadron of Dutch Shi])s .in tkofe htftl» 
«nd of the takittg of the i/U ^Tolmgo by* the JPltmh. 
^hh Exploit Wis performed under the Cotidoift of 
thit Cottftt d*Eftrus, an Admiml of rifitog Fame here 
imthtfTeft. 

'Botf in my C^nion, the f^atth mdgnify^thiB Bii- 

terpriae beyomi i^ trae Value i for they left ai maajr 

Ship»aad Men as tut fUUanibn ^ and all«€be<^Mti 

•they can faoaft of« is a Piece which wft ^oft ^dMn 

more to defend than at is really evoith. 

I "vroader thii potent Menetdi 4oes mat tMun 
^t ««t a Fleet of Ships todl aHUmVI, and pmvidid^ 
til tlntt ^flft Traft <r lamd olM Igr OeegrapMb 
ate 6mtiem aakaoim Wm^M. It inns amg fmn 
jr^to X^ lletween the ^npiei <X Ct^cmt^ mA 
^AtAta^mek Cinie 4 «Miie iptlre whold)$«Mto«i 
«mpe«ate.2«toe» or atliaft uie i^reaieft Pitft.«f le» 
Tims iiai« 4Men many fabolOM Reh^st tX ttalC 
dlftant Avt of the Globe. Some ^of the <A«cieM 
-me m kaeJ it^ and modem Wtiten^hiive nMwr*^- w- 
jioas CoDjeOon^taboitt it. Ow Jlrill harre it t» te 
the Ofijjinai ;taiidife f^ Mm ^iiid.f^. Another 
iofpofo it CO be file Place iiAiUitii the IVh TrtlMi 
pf 4^«Mir/A.(mir*d, that^ ieei<e dknftd' awfty Cip- 
tives by Salmanafiit, 'King of AffHM^ ' WhilA hfli 
occafioned fo many Difpuces and Controrerfies be* 
tween different Hiftorians^ 

Be 
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Be it how it will, the delightful Sitaation of that 
Quarter, has given perhaps Encouragement for fuch 
kind* of Thoughts ; which I fhould think were alfo 
Invitation fofficienc to draw thither the Arms of 
fome. magnanimous Prince ; befides the pure No- 
velty of the Defign, and the G^ory of making a 
Defcent and Conqueft, where no Mortals of our 
known World had ever fet Foot before. Sorely they 
«ce dot afraid that it is enchanted Ground^ or that 
rthey ihall encounter an Army of Devils at their firfl 
Xanding; that they ihall be trapann'd into hidden 
Snares of Magick, or be furprized by fome Infernal 
Ambuih. What fatal Timoroufnefs, what panick 
.Sttfpicion is it, that renders Potentates of the Earth 
thus inglorioufly prudent, and wretchedly cautious* 
to fpare their M6n, their Ships and Money » when 
fo noble an Undertaking feems to challenge their 
.Courage* and awaken their utmoil Refolucion to 
combat a iew Difficulties i which being once van- 
quifhed, eternal HoBour and Renown folk>w \ 

Wdijit DifeourageoientSy Lecs» and Obftacks, did 
^ot the bnive C(thaims meet with, when he ibught 
the Afliaance of fevbul Prinfces anli.St^teB to fet him 
lOut to Sea, that helmight diicover the. then onknown 
:^i^^» World? H/t>w coldly was this Projeft en- 
•leftained. at Gmm^,! his chi^n nutite f^untry ? .And 
jat laft, .after long waitings utterly .rejefied? No bet* 
iter Reception found he in . the Couxt of Englmi, 
tho* a Kfttion ^chiming the firft Rank, among the 
'S^'&ring People. What Fatigues ^ d;d he not un- 
4erfp, in t«avelllDg iip.and down, by S^jEtnd Land, 
from 01^ IjLingdom.^nd Country to another ? Neither 
.reftc4 he. till, he had. accompUflied: his Defire, and 
fvocur'd.Ve^s, Men and Mo^ey^: from the King 
'«f Sfaint to cv^ry nm his Enterprite^ . 



Yet 

(•5 
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Yet he had no other Ground to believe there was 
any unknown Continent beyond the Atlantick Sea, 
lave his own Conje^ure, ftarted from the Ob(erva« 
dons he had made on the Courfe of the Sun, and 
the Inequality of the known Part of the Earth, com* 
pared with the vaft Body of Waters which muO: be^ 
fuppofed neceiTary to make up an entire Globe, if: 
there were not fome unknown Land extant to fupply 
their Room, and prevent a Vacuum in Nature. For 
)ie confiderM,. that tho* this unequal Balanciog of 
the Globe might pafs Mufter in the School of Natu- 
jral Philofophy, yet it could not anfwer the ilrifl 
Scrutiny of the Mathematicks ; but that there muft 
be an even Counterpoife of Earth and Water, to 
keep this Ball faft in its Vert^x^ and regular In its 
Circulation, So that this Great Man built all his 
well-pitch*d and happy Defign upon a bare Geome- 
trical Speculation about it ; whereas there is evident 
Matter of Fa£l, the TefUmony of many authentick 
Eye-witneiTes to prove, that there is fuch a Land as 
what I have been fpeaking of; and all that ever pafs 
the MageUanick Streights muft have ieen it, if they 
were not blind. 

J counfel thee, therefore, mighty Baffa^ to re- 
prefent thefe Things > efiedually to the Grand 
Signior: It will be no Difgrace if he hearken not 
to thy Propofals. Shew him the Eafmefs of the 
Undertaking; if a fmall Fleet be fitted up, and 
fent by way of the Red Seat to make Diicoveries 
toward the South: Let them be well mann*d and 
vi^uaird ; provided alfo with all forts of Arms and 
Ammunition, in order to a Defcent ; with Mate- 
rials and Infiruments to raife a Fortrefs, if there 
be Occafion. *Tis a thoufand to one, if the 
Inhabitatnts of thofe Unknown Regions have 
ever found ont the Ufe of Guns ; which will be a 
prodigious. Advantage on. our Side. The vttf 

Thunder 
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Tlmnder of tbe MaftdmoMs ArtiHeiy will terrify 
them into Obedieace. They will dtker fuixender a» 
to God&; oc flx» as from: Devils; leaving all tke 
auuatime Coafts to the lavader's PoflefiioA : Where 
Colonies of True Believers may be foon planted and 
eftablt(faed» to the Glory t>f God and his Prophet, 
and the Btemal Exaltation of the Oitmuun Empire. 

Great Commander of the Marimi^ I defire thee to 
pardon the Liberty I take in this Difcourfe ; and to- 
efteem what I have ^ud, only as the hamUe Sugee- 
itions of an honeft Slave, who is xealoas for Aia 
Matter's Honour, the Glory of the OfmoB Hoofed 
and the General Good of Mankind. 

Paris, 1 4^ of the 6ib Moon, 
of the Tear x^TJ . 



«■■ 



LETTER XIII. 
T^Q Dgnet Oglou. 



I AM coAvinced by long and manifold ExperienGe^ 
that God and th^ World, and every Thing ap* 
pear to Man in what Figure he pleafes. We may 
make our own Optkks, though .the Generality of 
Men take up with tbofe which are prepared ibr diem 
\/f their Faith^rs and Tutofs. We ufe the Prejudices 
and Prepofleffions, of Education, as the Spaniards wear 
their 8p^aicle& even at Dinnei-tlme for Faihion^ikke i 
Young and Old, that they may appear Grave and 
Kcigalar. We adhere to die Opinions we received 
in oiir Infrncy^ vith. a 9»tia|^ Siiffiae^ and Pridei 

that 
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thkK we may not kom to call ip Qoeftion the Wif« 
dom of our Anceftors, or appear wavering or incQn^ 
flanc pur fdves. So the CHriftian Gallants fwallow 
down whole Dozens of venpn»0U9 Oyfters without 
fayiag Grace, only becaufe it is the Mode ; though, 
they will not venture on a Crud of wholfome Bread 
withoi^t conjuring a BlelTing on it, by. niaking the 
Sign of the CroU^ and fquiating two or three ma- 
gical Glances at Heaven, fecooded by IkcmTP9cus 
Whifpen to compleat the Charm. 

But let thoa an^ I be more rational in our Prin*. 
ciples and Practice. There is qo God that will be 
hanter'd with vain Miunmeryy or by Mnfick be 
melodiouily wheedlM out of his eternal Reaibn ; No 
Incenfe ^n be of Proof to itoSt the Seiife of the 
OmnifpieiitA nor the nipft elegant Words delude him» 
who is p^fe^ in ^Knowledge. He take^ no De<« 
light in the pompous Addreiies of the Great ; nor. 
is he to be moved by the Multitude of foleom Cer&> 
monies. AH that, h^ requires of Man, is, a Heart 
conform to tJb^ Diviw Will, and ASiioni void of Of* 
fence. 

But the Law-givers, and Governors of Nations 
obferving. That there was a certaing religious Fear 
and Reverence of foo^e Divine fower, as it were 
planted in. the Natures of all Men ; and confidering 
that this might be improved, with good Manager 
jnent, to the Advantage and Intereft of the Common- 
wealth ; they invented Set Formf of Difcipline, and 
Exterior Offices of Worihip, which they term^4 
Holy Rites ^pdMyfleries. Theie they fortified with 
ievere Laws and Sandion*,. infilling grievous Penalt 
ties Qii'- the Contemners of the Publick Service per^ 
form'd to the Gods. So Hermes Trtfmmjius firft 
taught the. fgy^tians ; Meliffusj^ the Fofter-F^ther ci 
Jupiter^ inflruAed the Inhabitants of QMte ; Jyn^^ 
and Janui the Latim ; N%ma Pomfilius the Romans ; 

Orpheus 
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Orpheus the Grecians ; or» as fome fay, Cadmus the 
Son of Jgenor, iirft inftni^led that Nation in the 
Solemnities, which were conn ted Divine, and which 
he himfelf learnM in Phoenicia. He inflitated the 
Confecration of Images and Statues, the Burning of 
Jncenfe, the Building of Temples and Altars, with 
~ the Hymns, Sacrifices, and other magnificent Rites« 
by which they honoured the Powers above. 

Now that all this religious Pageantry was efta- 
bliihed only for the Ends of Policy and State, is 
evident from hence. That the chief Magiftrates 
took the Liberty of making what Gods they plea- 
fed, and pf increafing or diminiihing their Nam* 
ber at Difcretioin. So that in Procefs of Tiine, 

. there 'were reckonM no lefs than thirty Thoufand 
Gods in the Roman Catalogue ; though at firft their 

^ Kalender could (how but twent^five Divinities. But 
when once they had found out a Way to diftinguilh 
thefe Divinities into feveral Clai&s or Ranks, term- 
ing fome Gods of the greater Nations, others of 
the leiTer; having alfo. their tutelar Geniiy their 
Demi-Gods, their Rarsil and Houlhold-Gods, ^c. 
there was no limitii^'lrae'' crafty Devices of the 
Priefls and Rulers in impofiiig, or the Superftitidn 
of the credulous People in believing and adoring 
an infinite Rabble of new, young, and unheard-of 
Divinities. 

They took alfo the fame Freedom to change and 
alter the eftablifh'd Rites and Ceremonies ; fome- 
times aboliihing the dd and primitive Inflitutions^ 
and fuperinducing new ones in their ftead; or at 
leaft adding to the Heap of infignificant Ceremonies 
in every Age, fome myfterious Novelty, whick 
^ight pleafe the People, and faften them in a de- 
Youter Obedience and Veneration of their pioiu 
Guides and hsdAtn, 

Hence 
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Hence fprung the Dedication of Temples, Fanes, 
Chapels, Oratories, and certain Days in the Year, tp 
the Service of particular Gods-; hence arofe the In- 
vention and Ufe of fo many forts of Veffels of Silver 
and Gold, and othei; Materialrin their Sacrifices ; of 
Lights, Flowers, and Perftiihes ; ofMaficfc, Pidlures, 
and other Decorations ; befides the Rich and Maje* 
ftick Veftments of the Priefts, their, grave and com- 
pos'd Carriage, Looks, and Geftares : All defign'd 
purely to catch the rude and uhpotiih'd Multitude in 
the Snares of Fried- craft ; to ftrike their unwary 
Mrnds with an Awe and. profound Attach for RcH- 
gion, that fo being once made' thus llexiMe, ■ they 
might warp them to what Bent they pleas'd, and for 
ever lead them in a blind implicit Admiration of chey 
know not what. • • 

'Tis certain that Religion has this EfTedl on the 
Vulgar, to make them more Obedient to their Go- 

• vernors, Juft to one another, and Zealous {qt the 
Publick Welfare :_, I mean, the Rcligidn allow'd by 
the State : For, where the Subjeifts dare to make In- 
novations and Schifms, to fet op new Scfts and Parties ; 
the greater Zeal each Faction has" for their own way 
of Worfhip, the more cruel and tragical Diforders 
are generally committed. So fatal a Thing it is td 
be Opinionative in Religion, to invadd the Friedas 
Prerogative, and to difturb the quiet Stream of Tra- 
ditions running in the Channel Of Fublick Faich from 
one Generation to another. * . - 

My Dear Dgnet^ let thou and I fhun the devout 

'Superftition of Bigots, and the wanton Projphaneneft 
of Libertines" and Atheifts, adoring One God with 
iincere Faith, and a Reafon void of Error : Let us 
alfo keep* our Lives free from all Injudice and Vice; 
which will be of more Comfort to us than if we had 

/iacrific'd every Day a Thoufand Bulb. 

Paris, 2^th ef the ^ih Moon, i 
.ff tbt Tear 1677. 

F JLETTER 
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LETTER XI7. 
^0 Kerker Haf&n^ Ba:fla. 



TH E SnihjcA^of noft Meos Difcourfe at pseCuit 
in chts C^y, it tdie Taking of Friiuig hy the 
Frmck Tkk is « CiQr of Girmutj^ wbiereof I madt 
IkflMiC tteAtien In m^r Letters when I firft cane 
to Ftfrft. ft is fituated on a certain Height near a 
fsnall Rita*, nnd is eaoompa&*d with two Walls a 
ftn^agfhenfd nlfo hf a Citadel, four Ba&iens;^ and 
other Fortifications. The Emperor has likewiib a 
Ikfong Gamiba hi it. 

Ob the t oth of cfais Moon^ the D^refchal de Crs^ 
fttt bdiQg'd it) and prefsM it with fnch vigorous , 
Aflairksy and continual Batteries, that «hc! Gavemor 
fonad JMinlelf obliged to furrender it on the i yth^ 
whte the Mnivfehal took PoiZeffion of it in the-Kame 
of the Friwth Kiqg. 

The Im^alifts cannot boaft 4)f equal Socoefs when 
Aey Im&tp Towns or Fortie&s in the iiands of the 
frMcft. for not long befove tbiii^ thefrinoe of O- 
rmffi, Geneial of the Con&dente Annies in FknuUra^ 
WDoertodk the Siege ^fC^ivw)^ a Plaoe of Scitistli 
in thofe Parts. But the want ii Proviiions, together 
ivitli Ihe 'flout Kefiftanoe oiF the inhabitants, ?amitthe 
Dafce of Lu9timtu9gh''% Approach with the Fnatk 
Antft forced htm lo decaiiip and Iretire* 

T)fe Didce ^l Lummka^ is a Valiant and S^ge 
General) in Mgh Efteenot with thcAMVi^.* But iiia 
finemics ftj^^ & is a Mqgkiam and -deals i^ith the 
Bevil, becaufe.rf the^oid Sncoefles which gtaealX^ 
crown his Enterprizes ; So imfoffible h is fir a Mam rf 
€xtrmrJi9arf Firfuet, ^iml Uhrmi ^minmiMii, t9 
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ifcaft witbout Envy and fcandabus Afperfiens. ^Tis ai 
natural for the Vulgar to iovtpigjb agaiixft Generous 
Souls, at 'tia for Dogs to b«rk at the Mo<ni. "fee 
tint Pianet appears impaffibfe \ and «ot being mov'd at 
the Snarls of invidious Animab, keeps on her Hea« 
APonly Courfe in Majefl^ 4uad SikuMe. So Ao Soitfa 
that are truly Nqble, ccintemn the Cepfa];es 'of the 
Inferior Part of Man, and never ftop till they arrive 
at the Meridian or Ztnith of Perfed^on. 

Moft Serene and Uluftrioiis Arah^ thou art a liveljf 
Example of this, and I dare {xf no more, left I of* 
fend thy Modefbf . May perpetual Bencidi^09 and 
Gloiy carowii thy Years .th^t are yet lo cone, . 

PiU-is, 291^^ ofthi Sik Mmmt 
of the Tear 1676. 
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LETTERS 

WRIT BY 

A SPY at Paris. 

V O^L. VIII. 
BOOK III. 

LETTER I. 

to the Wifeft of the Wife, the moft 
Venerable Mufti. 

f Obey thy Comnunds without the Icaft 
< Demar : And now proceed to write 
C of the Mucr^nn/an Empire. Iremem- 

5 ber a DifpaCch of mine to thy Vene- 
W Table PredecclTor of Sacred Memory, 

6 wherein I touch'd upoo fame Faffiigea 
of that Heroick and Magnaoimons Pro- 
phet, Akxundir the Great. But now I will tnfonn 
thee more at large concemiog hia Biitfa, Education, 
snd Renowned Feiformaucei 

Mutaxitr, 
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Alexander f as the Greeks and Latins call him, with 
all the Nations of the Weft ; or Slander, Afcander^ 
and Zulkarneck^ according to the Style of the Ara^ 
hiansy Perfians^ Indians ^ Tartars^ and other People of 
the Eaft, was born' in the C VI th Olympiad ; 39S 
Years after the Building of Jiome, and in the Year 
of the World 3628, on the 6th Day of the Moon 
Looy ox Hecatombieon^ according to the Style of the 
Grecians, The fame Night was the Temple of Diana 
at Ephefus fet on Fire. And on the fame Day tWQ 
Eagles came and percVd on the Top of his Father's 
Houfe, where they fat all the Day ; which was taken 
as an Omen of the Double Empire he was to have 
over Europe arid Afia. 

Philip King of Macedon^ and Hufband to Olywpiast 
was the Reputed Father of Alexander, as ihe was 
his Known Mother. But fome Hiitorians fay. That 
a certain Magician called NeSanebus, by his Enchantr 
jnents difguizing himfelf in the Form of Jupiter Am^ 
men, lay with Ofympias, and begqc Alexander* Or 
thers affirm, that Olyfhpias herfelf confefTed to Philip, 
That Alexander was not his Son, but that fhe had 
conceived him of a prodigious great Serpent. Whence 
it came to pafs, that Philip himfelf, a little before hia 
Death, openly declared. That Alexander was not his 
Son. And for the fame Reafon he divorced Olympias^ 
a$ an Adukrefs by her own Confeflion. 

Thefe Reports were fo common at that Timei 
that Alexander afterwards hearing the Story of 
his fuppofed Serpentine Genealogy, and that o* 
ther of Ne^anebus in the Mafquerade of a God ; 
when ' he^ march'd through Egypt., took Advan- 
tage of the latter, to impofe upon the Credulity 
and Superftition of his Soldiers. For being to 
pafs by the Temple of Jupiter Anmon, he made v a 
Halt to vifit the Oracle. But he had privately 
fent before fome of his Trufty Friends to ac- 
quaint the Priefts with his Defign, and to tell 

F 3- them 



loa Lett€rs wit by Vol VlIL 

Ibem wkat manaer of Word* and Addiefs fiht^r fteold 
life t»likn as ke eater'd tlte Tettfle, k ^e Hearing 
«f hit Fofiowat. 

Havn^ thus preparM thofe Hofy CheaH, Le wid^ 
iMch OeiiemDoy and feemmg Dbfodon made \m hf- 
fteic^ to the Tenple. As loon as 1» fee lits Foet 
fvii&hi ^ ForfU9, the Seniort of tke Piiefts itiet kiHt 
l» their Ptfftcifical RgIks, with Cesfets in thdr Handb^ 
antf thitf fidnted him ; All Hai^ Son of Jt^tUr Ai^ 
aiM. MiMMiityscvag pleasM at tfais^. afk*d them fitf- 

j^m^ytt ftu^kfedf To which it was adwer^d, O 
$(M ^ /iiv Immrtml G^ / Tii&f /tf/ivr itf«w/ 6t mmr* 
dir'dwdii. As fir KingY\d)^^, his Bbod hjkify rih 
4r^d 9fi them thai had s Hmtd inptdMfig it. Then 
ko added saiother Qu^ioa coocerniag his Ibciiit Sic- 
m6. To which the Oracle replied, fh ViaiyfoaA 
Bi ^tim in M Banks i Umt fiah hteom lard ^ mA 
Hfe Butft. The fame Mouth alfis gate in Charge to 
tht Reiimie of Mxaikbr^ fhm$ they Jhouid adtn 
him, 19^ as a Kiff, bni as a God, Retonifig from 
iHkitiO^ he hoili JUxaitdtia, calHag it after his owiK 
i^tfftfe. 

I htM not obfeiv'd a &» Method ia rehnsng thk 
tfl^fy fd feo»9 wlkilft I wa» imt reprefeRdag. the 
Ntfw-b<to Hero in hit Cradle, fiot I did it to om^ 
vince thee. That the various Opimoas eeneefntng 
AUx^M*% fuhgti are not the Fidions of Wanton 
Writers, bac fnch as eim^toy^d the Cans and DiK« 
gence of Akxamdir himidf to improve them to kk 
tofttk Imeiefti^ and his Mother's Honour : fat it 
wm accoansAl a Olori^os Thing to hr imprcgnant 
\y a Ood. 

To iretafn thertfoi^ to the lo&nt Pimhet; Ho 
gro# npatt, z%^ difcvver'd early Signs <k a predi- 
gkHii Wit and CoiiMge. At the .Age of Fifteen 
Yesrs^ ht waft coflulEutted td the Cttift and TntehM 

of 
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ef Arijhtle, onder whqm He Ibdied the 5cieqce« 
Five years ; and then hi? Father Fhilip being mor- 
der\^y he facoeeded m the Throng' The fame Year 
ftHb, Darius Cedtmanus obtained the Etnjmt of 
Ferfia. Againft whom Ahxand^r^ with the com- 
mon Cpnfent of almo$ all Grtece, prepaired to go 
with a well-difciphnM Amj, that he might cany 
dn the War which his Father had began, Qnljr the 
LacedfmonianSj Jheians, and Jtheniofts thwarted hia 
I^dgn ; being corrapted by Dimojtinnts the OratQr» 
who for that ptirpofe had received vaU Sums of 
Gold from Darius. But Mtxander foon reduced 
diefe FadioQs States and Singdoms to their Duty s 
Btieriy deftroying the City of ^Unbet^ with the 
Shinghter ofooooo of the Citizens, befides 30000 
Captives. This was excepted on the 15 th of th^ 
Moon "BnirMikn^ in the ad Year of the CXIth 
CKfympiad." He only fparM the ffoft of FhiOf hi« 
FathcTy when he was left as a Pledge in that City» 
whole Konfe was left ontoachM; as alfo that of 
FMWr^s Pofterity. 

From thence pafSng the Ibjhl^^ he marcVd 
\xm Ma^ in the Year of the World 3650 s and iq^ 
the 3d Year of his Reign. He had in his Armjr 
iOQoo Foot and 4500 Horfe. As foon as he fet 
Foot on the Grodnd of /ffo, he icriade the Rpyat 
Cwhms and Vows for Viftory. Then he darted 
a Javelin into the Earth, in Token of Defiance. 
After which, when he came to 7r^, he perform'd 
certain Holy Rices and Myfteries at the Tombt 
of Defana Heroes, who fell in thr Tn^an War. 
When thefe Ceremonies were accompUlh'd, he 
marched dire£Uy againft the Ptrfians^ who were 
in Number 600000 Fighting Men. I wUl not 
tire thee with all the Particularities that hap^ 
pen'd in their March. Saffice it to fay. That A^ 
uxmndtr with his Handful of MacedoMtanst after 
many Vi^ories obtained of the Ferfians, at length 
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quite routed the Army of Darims, and took PoA. 
feflipn of that once Formidable Empire. 

Bat there are fome remarkable Paflages in this Ex- 
pedition, which deferve to be remembered : As, his. 
wcnderful Continence and Humanity toward the 
Mcthery Wife, and Daughters of Darius ; whom he 
cntertainM in his Camp after they fell into his Hands* 
rather as the Kindred of fome Beloved Friend, than 
of a Profefs^d Enemy. The Story alfo of his loo£ng 
the Gordian Knot, is not unworthy thy Know- 
ledge. 

It feems, in former Times one Gor^ius, as he 
ploughed, the Fields, was furrounded with a Flight 
of Birds of all Kinds. Being troubled at this, he 
{eft his Work^ and hafied to the next City, there 
to enquire of the ^t^un, what the Meanine of this 
ihould be. As he entered the Gate of w City» 
he met a Virgin of incomparable Beauty, of whom 
he alk'd, fFhere he might find the mofi Skilful Sage^ 
nvith nvhom he might confnlt about a Matter of fiime 
Importance. Then he told the inquiiiuve Damfcl 
what had happenM to him in the Field. As foon 
as {he beard this, being well versM jn thefe My-' 
fierious and Prophetick Sciences, fhe told him, 
That he Jhould be made a-Kittg^ And to conHrm 
him in the Belief of what fhe faid, (lie promised 
to become his Wife, that fo fhe might be Partner 
of his Future Happinefs. In a Word, they were 
married ; and foon after, there arofe a Strife among 
the Phr^gianst which was like to prove of dangerous 
Confequcnce : Therefore the People confalted 
the Oracle, If^at nxjas to be done in this Cafe^ 
fo pre*vent the Publick De/alation ? It was anfwerM, 
Vj^t the pnly Remedy for thefe Di/cords was to 
khufe them' a King. And when they alk'd, fThat 
Perjon they Jhould chufe to this Dignity P It was an- 
fwer'd again, that they Jhould EleSl that Man for 
their King^ 'whom tht^ firft met tfjith a Waggon, at 

thef 
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tbt^ nuent ibenct to the Tempk of jfupitir, Gordius 
proved the Man^ and (hey obeyed the Oracle, ia- 
fating him their Sovereign. Gordius as a. Memo- 
rial of this Event, fet up his Wain in the Temple 
of Jupiter J confecrating it to the Royal Majefty. 

After him his Son ilf/V^?/ reign'd, who filled Fhr^ 
gia with religious Obfervations. Whence arofe the 
common Oracle, ^at 'whofoever fifould loofe the Knot 
of the Thongs in the Waggon of Gordius, JhouU obtain 
the Empire of all Afia. 

Alexander \iZ'^x\fi^ this, and being fparr'd on by 
Ambition, befieges Gordia; and having taken the 
City, makes hafte to the Temple of fupiter, where 
he understood the Waggon was laid up. As foon as 
he faw it, he tryM to find out the Ends of the Thongs, 
that fo he might loofe the Knot: But perceiving 
that it was impollible to come at them without ufing 
Violence, he interpreted the Oracle in the Senfe of 
a Soldier, and cut the outermoft Foldings of the 
Knot with his Sword. Upon which all the Ends of 
ithe Thongs appeared, and fo he eafily performed the 
fetal Tafk. . 

Yet this heroick Prophet, as he had great 
Virtues, fo had he no lefs Vices. He was very 
cruel to his nearefl Relations and Friends ; kill- 
ing Caranus^ his Brother by a Step-mother ; Cl^tus, 
his old dear Friend ; Parmenio, Phylotas, Amyntasf 
Attalusy Eurylochus^ Paufanius, and many other 
Macedonian Princes, Tome of which were of his 
own Blood. Add to this, his barbarous Ufage of 
Califihtnes the Philofopher, who ,was brought up 
with him under Ariflotle, This poor unfortunate 
Man refusing to flatter the King's Pride in call- 
ing him a God, fo difguitea Alexander^ that 
feigning himfelf vtzy angry, he charged hint 
with being acceflary to the Plots and Confpira- 
oies that were formed againft hijn» Then he.caufed 
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All hid Limbs to be mangled aftd chopped afiftr an 
IhbtmiaA Faihiof!. He commanded alio his Ears^ 
Ktffe» and Lips to be cat off ; which not only eaye 
ihe podr Wj«tch infinite Torment^ bat allb ren£^*il 
him a moft defbrmM and miierable Spe&d* t0 
6thei%. And, to compleat his Reirenge, he Caufed 
him ito this dolefol Plight to be (hut vp in a Cag^ 
itdth a iDog» and fo to be cairied about to the Ter* 
fot of Othtrt. 

Then LjifimMcbust one of jlUxaniii^t Generab, 
ind a t>ifdple of CAttphms, taking Pity on fi> 
{rdat k Sage, who fafiered all this barbaroas U&ge, 
lU>t for ahv real Crime that he had committtd, bat 
6a1v for ttfing that Fitedom in hifr Words and Aftioiii 
It^hlth becomes a Philofopher, gate him Poifon, to 
s)d him at Onde of fo many horrid Odamities. 

Bot Jihxandtr took fo henioofly this, thkt he com- 
iaadd^d Lj/lhuubus to ht thrown to a very fierce Lion. 
As foOn as the furioos Beaft iaw him, he roarM and 
^w*d the Groand ibr Joy, and ran npon him with 
tti impettious Force. But Ljfimacbus not lofing his 
Coorage, wrapped his Hand in his Mantle, and ^raft 
It down the Lton^s Throat i where laying &ft hold 
df his Tbngue, he pulkd it out by the Roots, and 
left the Lion for dead. 

When this was told the King, he, admiring the 
invincible Virtue of Ihe Man» not only fi^rgave him 
this OIKnce, bnt had him in higher Elieem all hia 
life afterwards. 

We muft not omit that memotable Adlion of Ak^t' 
knder, When flomachittg the Sortend^r of Si Ah to hfk 
Vi6U>rions Arms, in that it was deliveitd up by tht 
People a^inft the Will of Sffaf9 their King ^ the 
Conqueror pronouncing Strau tmworthy of theCroWn,. 
bid HtpheflkM phcc him in the Throne whom the 
Sidonians ihonld approve as Sfratoh Socoeilbr^ &• 
fjhepM williog to pttfer t» that Dignity a nobltt 
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youog Sidmans who was liis Favourite, ofiered hum 
the Crown. But the geoeroot Yoodi refiifed thv 
Honoar ; aUedeiDgy That it was agaioft the Laws of 
liis Ooantry, for any Man to rei^n who was not of 
the Royal Rood. Hipbefttm adnunng die Greatne& 
cf his Soul, iaid, ^ Go d increafe yoar Virtues and 
** Graces, iQuftrioas Friend, who are the firft that 
ever Doderllood how much more nngnanunons it 
is to ^efpife than to aecept a Crown. Be it theiie- 
£ore in yoar Power to beftow the Kingdom o» 
*< any Man of the Royal filood» whom you thinlf: 
*< fit for fo n-eat a Charge.^* Then he pitched up- 
Im one Abiobrtfmus^ a poor Gardener in the SuJbnrb9 
of ^iisn ; who was of mt Race of the^'i^uw Kis^, 
but through extreme Poverty was grown obfopre. 
and fbtod to take up that Employment to get hi^ 
Bread. H^eftiou ^ppioved the Choice : And thid 
noble Touth, with fome of his Friends^ immediate!/ 
went with the Royal Rdbes and Enfigns of Majeft/ 
to look ont AUikm^mms, whom they found weeding 
his Gardoi in a very dirty fqnalid Condition. S»- 
lotii^ him therefore l^ng in the Name of Alexamietr 
the Great, they wafhed and anointed him with pre- 
cious Oils of the Eaft ; and having pot on the Robea 
of Sovereim Majefty, they conduced him to the Coft* 
oneror : who, among other Dtfcourfes* alked him^ 
now hi muu iAU fi fatinutf io tniun that ixtrtme 
Poverty which hisid hithirf him his Lot ^ To which 
he rejwedf / *wifi I nutf tndun tht Bnrthin of a Cro<wm 
wth thifami Bafi. €^ft Hands femjti thi Neceffkiu 
rfLtft^ 4md n^ Wants win anfwenatle to naf PojQfons, 
ivtnnoniAiaU. Htxandar {leroeiving by this An- 
iwer the Gaeataefs of his Spirit, gave him all the 
Rc^al Fornitare of Ztrat^ with much of the Ptrfian 
Booty, and added all the Countriea rannd about ^iikm 
to his Government. 
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. Much about the (ame time, Alexander going tQ 
jeru/alem^ was met by Jaddus the High Pried in his 
Pontifical Habit. Who falling at the Conqueror^s 
Feet, to implore Favour and Mercy for his City and 
People ; Alexander raifed him up, and embracing him 
in his Arms, hid him fear nothings for that God bad 
appeared to him in Macedonia, in the fame Figure and 
Form as the HighPrieJi made^ exhorting him to carry on 
the Perfian War^ and promifing him certain FiSiory^ 
After this, the High-Priefl conduced him into the 
City and Temple, where he facrificed and made Cor» 
ban. He alfo gave the ye^s many ample Privileges. 
. There is one Thing more in the Life of Alexander^ 
which becaufe it has fomething Ytty fingular in it, I 
will infert in tCis Difpatch. 

After the Conqued of Perfoi, as Alexander was 
inarching forward, that he might extend his Empire 
through all the Eafi ; Thalefiriit Q^^n of the Ama- 
xons, hearing of his Fame, took a Journey of five 
and twenty Days, through many populous Nations, 
attended only by three hundred Women, and came to 
his Camp, courting the Honour of his Bed. For (he 
had conceived an infatiable Defire of having a Child 
by him, whom all the Eafi proclaimed the greateft^ 
Hero in the World. Alexander granted her Requeft ; 
and when (he had enjoyed his Company thirteen Days» 
fbjt departed Well fatisfied into her own Country, 
promifing, that if fhe brought forth a Male, ihe 
would fend him to his Father, according to the Man- 
ser of the Amazons ; but if a Female, £e would keep 
itherfclf. 

From hence Alexander marched againft Beffks^ 
who had murderM Darius^ and caufed himfelf to 
be proclaimed King of Perjta by the Name of Ar* 
taxerxes. Having overcome him and puniOied his 
^Treafons, he proceeded, and fubdued all the Regions 
ittuning along the Foot of Mount CaucaJuJ. In fine» 
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be extended his Conquefts to the utmoft Borders of 
India, even to the Oriental Sea ; where he took 
Shipping, and returned to Babylon, partly by Sea, 
and partly by Land. An Aflrologer of great Re- 
putation met him by the way, and SiiTuaded him by 
all the Arguments he could ufe from entring the 
City, aflbring him* that Place would be fatal to his 
Perfon. But though Alexander made fome Demur at 
firft» and feem'd to credit the Words of the Sage ; 
yet being over-ruled by the Counfel of Anexarchui 
the Philofopher, he entered Bahylon, where he died ; 
fome (ay of Poiibn ; others affirm, that he furfeited 
himfelf with too much Wine. This was in the 3}d 
Year of his Life, and the i zth of his Reign. 

There was a deep and melancholy Silence through- 
out Babyhm, when once it was known, That the Cm- 
queror of the World ivas dead. Every one was pof- 
/efled with various Thoughts and Cares, according to 
their different AifeAions and Interefts. The Mace- 
donians inwardly rejoiced, as if they were now rid of 
fome great and formidable Enemy, curfing his Se- 
verity and refllefs Temper, which had expoied them 
to fo many Toils and Perils of War. Befides, the 
Princes flatterM themfelves with a Profpe£t of enjoy- 
ing every one his Share in fo vafl an Empire. And 
the private Soldiers had their Eyes intently fix^d on 
the immenfe Treafures of Gold which Alexander left 
behind him, and which they hoped to fhare among 
them. For there were at that time fifty thou&nd 
Talents in Bank ; and three hundred thoufand com- 
ing in yearly by way of Tribute and Cuflom. 

On the other fide, the conquered Nations would 
not at firfl give Credit to the Report of thofe who 
carried the News of Akxander'^s Fate. For they 
thought he muft needs be immortal, whom they YaA 
always found invincible. But when Couriers upon 
Couriers had removed their Incredulity, bringing 
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iivih Expreffts from SafyJn, they moarntd for him» 
ftoc «(rith bare Oatward Oeremonits, as for an Enemy 
that had fubdoed than ; bttt with real Sorrow, as for 
a Father that had proteded and cheriihed them. 

Move efpecialijr the Grief of Damu^s Mother wai^ 
femarkabk ; who, though llie had loft eighty of her 
BiethieOy with their Father, ail croelly mordei'd l^ 
Ochm s though fhe had bft Darmt, the only farvi- 
iring of feven Sons ; and was her felf caft down from 
the Height of Majefty to theabjetft State of a Cap- 
tive i yet (he bore all with an even Mind, till jfU>- 
jtandtr*t Death ; whole Indulgence alone whilft living, 
liad fnpported her under fo many grievous Calamities. 
Bat as looa as he had fbrfaken the Earth, (he grew 
weary of tanryinff any longer on it too. Not tliat 
fhe eileemed an Enemy above her Father, Brethren^ 
and her Son, but becade Ihe had experienced in him 
whom ihe dreaded as an Enemy, tne Goodnefs and 
Piety, the Modefty and Regsrd d" all thefe Relations. 

lliis mat Monarch being dead, and not havii^ 
^pointed a Sucoeflbr, there were almoft as many 
Kings as there were Governors of Ph>vinces, and 
Iieaders in the Army. Hence fprong innumerable 
Cbnfnfions, Wars, and Biforders, in 'die Empire, 
^here were Tomidts and infurredions in Gmei^ 
<4pecm!1y at Afbnt^ where the Citixens tinder the 
C^ndvQ of iMfthems dieir Oiptain, invited the reft 
«f the Grffenms to nScn their Liberty by taking Anm. 
Kor were there lefs Sths in Jjfa ^md JSsfj^. Every 
where Mens Mmdswere nniettled, and defiroos of 
Novelty. Ptolm; had tgjft for his Share of the 
tsmcmwed Bmpvre. There he eifad>H!hed Jiimfdf and 
Bofterity by the Nnne of Kings. Sikmcus took Pd"- 
fefion of B^i^ nnd ^fna^ with the fiune Title. 
C^Jpuukr leignM over mmtdn and Gnni. Amtgamtt 
MvemM j^, nnd l^jfimMcbta ^raci. Bat jhtigetua 

mn tefi his Enpife» being overcome and kBl*d in a 
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Batde by Ptoktny and his Comrades : So did the reft 
ekker in theil* own Ffeffolit, tfr in thek* Po(lerity» 
yielding to the prevailing Fortune of their Enemies, 
till at length all thefe fhatttrM ^Remains of the Ms- 
ajdonian Empire became Provinces of the komam^ 
Of which I wHl fty fomething in my next. 

In the mean while, I triumph to thihk that the 
Ottoman Empire is now become more formidable* 
large, and vidorioas, than all that went before it. 
May God increafe the Felicities and Honours of 
True BelieveiB> tiM the Day of the ^nal Metamor* 
^phofis. 

faxtB, yth o/tti ^tb Mom, 
^ tbi Tear lijt. 




«$%$)' 




LETTER 



112 Letters writ by Vol. VIII. 



L E T T E R II. 

To Mufu Abul, Yahyan, Profejfor of 
Philofophy at Fez. . 

I Received thy venerable Difpatch with great Sa- 
tisfadion, and am glad to find thou art fo fax 
from being tired with what I have already faid con- 
cerning Conftantinople^ that thoa challengeil me witk 
a Promife I formerly made thee> of giving thee a 
farther Account of what I have obferved there mod 
remarkable. 

In defcribing this Imperial City^ I have imitated 
the Painters, who, when they would draw a Beaucy 
to the Life^ do not go arithmetically to work, or 
obferve liny Order in their rough Draughts. But 
following the Conduct of a wild and ftrong Fancy, 
they draw their Pencil here and there, as that vola- 
tile Fancy infpires them, regarding only tHb Sym- 
metry of the Pi£lure, without preferring one Part to 
another, or being curious in delineating txtry little 
Singularity. So I in pourtraying this Queen of 
Cities, this fuperlative Beauty of the whole Earth » 
draw my Strokes at random ;- not designing to pre- 
fent thee with an Anatomy Le6ture over hej;, or to 
unveil all her interior Secrets : But only to give thee 
a tranfient View of thofe Parts which appear xnoft 
eminent, and attra^ the Eyes of all Travellers. And 
this I do not perform all at once (it were too great 
a Talk) but even like them, by Fits and Starts, as I 
ilnd my Opportunities. 

I have hitherto prefented thee with a Profped of 
very magnificent and curious Objeds ; as Temples, 
Mofques, Aquaedudis, Colunuis, Obeliiks, Bazars, 
i^c. Now prepaie thine Eyes for an Entertainment 

of 
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of another Nature. I will Aiew thee Things, though 
perhaps not fo illufirious to outward Appearance, or 
firutting with Royal Grandeur, yet fufficiently great 
and fplendid, to perpetuate the Memory of the Foun- 
ders, and to convey their Fame to all Generations. 
I'hings alfo of publick Ufe and Service ; Defigns of 
Charity, Policy, and generbos Wifdom ; Under- 
takings of a noble and heroick Character ; as thou 
wilt perceive by the following Account. 

No Traveller can furvey the Streets of Confianth 
nophf and not have his Eyes arrefted here and there 
by moH capacious and ample Carmanfird^^ where all 
diftreiTed Foreigners^ and fach as are deflitute of a 
more convenient Lodging, may in any of thefe find 
a Shelter and Sandloary from the Injuries of open Air, 
from Night-Robbers, and other Inconveniences. 
Thefe Car<uanfird% are in Number three hundred and 
three, built at the Expences of OtUman Princes and 
Baffa\. 

There are alfo in this City ninety Hofpitals, where 
the Poor are nourifhed, and the Sick attended with 
extraordihary Piety and Care. 

Befides all thefe, there are £ve Colleges where the 
Sciences are publickly profefTed and taught ; and 
where a tertain Number of young Men are educated, 
and maintained at the Grand Signiors Coll, being 
conflant Stipendaries to the Sultan. There are many 
fuch Colleges fcatterM up and down Caramania^ 
tfa/eJia, and throughout Greece, and the Lefler Jfia : 
So that the Number of Students, in theie Countries, 
is computed to be above Nine thpuiand ; not reckoning 
thofe in Jraiia, Syria, and Egypt, where flourifli in- 
numerable Seminaries of Divine and Human Wifdom. 

But to return to Conftantinople ; the next Thing 
worthy of Obfervation, is the Serayan, or Houie of 
Equipages, where are made all forts of Trappings for 
Horfes, efpecially Saddles of immenfe Coft, and ad- 
mirable Workmanihip. This Place is alfo environed 

with 
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%dt&'&igli Wallt, am! ihat in wfd^ ftrong Gtte». 
There ornnot be tt more fl g rc eable Sight to ftcik aa 
Ittko Flofine hr Borfet and RKfiitg^ than- to fte Pesr 
cftoufitnd IVfea here daify at Work m their Shop9> 
each firtntig to excel the reft in the Curiofity of hia 
ArtHke. Yea fikaH fee ooe bufy in (panning a Sm^ 
die wkh great OriiHttti Peari^ and Unions tntarrnhnd, 
R)r lomc jinnMt Jnoffef Deloitging perhaps * to tnc 
yifier Jxtm i another fitting a Cm, or ISkt of the 
poreil Gold to a BricRe of mofi precioaa Rmffkm Lea- 
ther I Soflie adorn tfaetr i rapptngs with cheioe ^Bty^ 
jp^^ ^^OTK i Others with X/tsnondSf Rvhiesy aad the 
noK coKty Jewels of the aojt* la a wofd^ there ta 
fo ilIvllrioQ4 a Variety of dielb Aceoatr em ents, that 
the Bye is anoniihed at the Stght or then • And j 
have heard nuany jPravej|ei9 acK.iiowfsdge>. that the 
Kfee is not to be ieen tn any Dty of the World h»> 
Itde Cw^^nthmph, I know net what nmy be ii» yoar 
Cities of Morocco, and Fmy in legsrd the Mmrt are 
great Qivalicri* 

A hefearCy moieovery two ow/Bt nuaoit itt tile Gtj^p 
enoompafM with pecoUar Wab. In Auk die ^mrt- 
nirf M are pofledy who aie the Gaarii^ A Cvi;^/ to the 
GranJ S^pHorJ Thgf are ander the Commaad of 
JhtMrhns, withoet whoie Leave no yMUKor^ dara 
ftt a Foot out of tile Piah»e. 

Next is the Jrfinal xX thfc Gt^^ botlt on tlieSca- 
Aore, comaiaittg a Hnndred and eighty Ardbes ; im« 
der which are very qegant PoHict^t^ or PiuKSui* 9 
where People walk.* Tnere ar^ above Forty dion* 
fiuid Nfen daily at Work in this Arfenal% and B^hty 
great Gallies lie there always in Readioeft for any fad- 
den Expedition. 

Befides, there is another in the Soboibs« vrherein 
there always lie a Hundred and iifty mat Galeona 
on the Stocks ; and Sixty fitted up wi& all Necefi- 
tiet> conftaatiy lie ta the Water. 

►The 
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* The Gtamfks, or Stiiv^Mbofts ibr CAm« prrfeKt 
dmnlelvcs next Tbej Me built ia a Coroer «f the 
Cityr txmard P^m^ wh^e the Wall» alt §n Uroogef 
I0MUI in anj ether Part, and the GetM are ef Ifo»« 
Hoe is ^way» laM «p aiF innneaie QeantiQr of Wke»l 
nd Barky, a» aHb ef othttr Gride, aa if k were to 
fare for flMttj- Tearv; yet it !» chet^dlbr aew C«ni 
every three Yeara. Thay fiiy, that le the Reige of 
jhmrmh III, there waa an ieeiedible Abmdaeee of 
Mdlet fecmd theie ^ whefe ViruieiraaaMidi adtrnfed^ 
iir that k had ktii there eighty Yeaurs ibimd, aed frM 
bom any GMrroptiee. 

* lJiavepBrpatelyeiidttedtef]Mak of die two Royal 
Strails, fince the Icaft of them will requite a tervi 
Letter by it felf, to ba dderibed eiuMf. CMf Ihii 
I will fi^ ia ftert, that likr leaft it a Fnmh Laiga» 
m Gtantf er fhtve ihi/tee Milei ; and th« biggeft* 
wbireiH the Gfmd 8fgmr dvfreHs, ia a Loigee and 
twe Thirdly er five //e/ree ^fika. The fenaer ii 
caltod Ej^ki Sar*;, or die old Maee i the latter sa 
mmtd Spjftitk Sm^i or the Greet lerw/. Htkeode^ 
tet a fiirdwr aad meie eankidit tMMpdem of 
dMfc Koyal Gberttp I wffi fend it tM m Ibtme Dit 
yendica ; Ibr it will be teo large fftr oM. 

ia the iani» Tkiie 1 iiHtf eot ftn^ the JM^ ef 

Za&, where ear ^ttkmn reeeite the word when they 
ft eeoM te tlie Cfowe« This is a Betl^iag of {;rett 
Atodipky, telad in the ftrtbei Aagle ef tht City 
anecheBaveik Overagidtiftitaferhe^elMffrSaibles^ 
fcaeifig very fitif Gardens adjoiaM lo them. Net laf 
fboBi dwnce is the fi^wae, &r Giift'^yard, where there 
Set a vaft Nember of Bmib Pieees of Ordnanoe wilh<> 
cat Oarrkgss ; of which feme aie tani*d direAly 
agftiiiAthe Havan. 

As yet eals from this Maee, it is impoifiUe fie 
iweid the &ght ef a Piilar, whiidi iheees up frem the 
Top of a Rock, at fome DiAance bom the City. 
This Oohuttn is aU ef white Marbk, and was ettOed 

by 
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by C«« Pompeyj as a Monument of his Viflory over 
MitBrUaJej^ King of Ponius. On this Side of thfc' 
City, there is nothing hardly to be feen for eight 
Miles together, but Houfes built for Pleafure and 
Delight, with moil beautiful Groves and Gardens. 

Over againft the City StAnds Pera, an Arm of the 
Sea coming between them. This Suburb or Borougk 
is inhabited chiefly by Grecians, and Wtfttm franks. 

Round about this Suburb are many pretty Country- 
Houfesy Farms, and Granges, moH deliciouily feated 
in the midft of high Tufts of Trees, with Green 
Fields, and Cryflal Streams adjoining to them ; where 
the Ambafladors of Foreign Princes make their Abode 
fometimes. 

I will not carry thee from^ hence to Scutari, tho* 
a great and ilately Village, within the Liberty alfo 
of the Imperial City. I will not detain thee with the 
Singularities of liracian Cberfomfus^ or drill thee ' 
along to Calipoiis ; tho' this were the firft Town ia ' 
Europe, which Amwrath took in the Year i$63« 
My Defign is altogether at Confiantimtple : Therefore 
having furveyM Pera, which is alio called Gtsiaia, let 
tts cro6 the Water, and return again to the Mother ' 
City ; that we may know what manner of Govern- 
ment there is in it, and how the Laws are executed. 

The Chief ^lagiilrate is called Stambal Cadijs, ot 
Judge of ConJiantimpU : Before him are pleaded all 
Caufes both Criminal and Civil. He has four De- 
puties under him, who feparately govern the four 
Chief Precin£ls of the City. There is likewife an 
Officer called SebaJJp, whofe Bufinefs is to take Cog- 
nizance of twcty one's Crime that is feized in the 
Streets or Houfes, and to refer it to the Supreme Vizier. 
He has alfo four Deputies under him ; and all' Men 
are bound to affift him in Cafe of Difficulty. 

The Common Prifon of Conjlaniiuople is divided 
into two Parts, the Upper and the Lower. The 
Upper is only for Civil OiFences> and hat an airy 

Green 
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Green Court in the middle of it, with a Fountain 
continually fpoating up Water j which fomething di- 
ininifhes the Squalid nefs of the PlacR The Lower 
is for Capital Crimes, and is a vcrjTsink of Horror 
•and Loathfomenefs. 

Flower of Philofophers, I pray God, who gave us 
our Senfcs, always grant them agreeable Objefts, and 
defend us from all noifome Scents, efpecially from the 
peililential Fumes of Hell ; which, they fay, at cer- 
tain Times tranfpire thro* the Chinks and Crannies 
of the Earth, infe£ling this Upper World with de- 
plorable Contagions. May the Odours of Paradife 
refreih us for ever^ O ienfible Mufu ! 

: Tains, jgth of the ^ih Moon, 
of the Tear 1678. 



LETTER III. 

T'o Kerker HaiTan^ Bafia. 

EVcry Year the French gain Ground of their Ene- 
mies ; they .make profperous Campaigns, and 
always come ofF Conquerors. 

In the beginning of the 3d Moon, the King caufed 
Ghent to be beiieged by the Marefchal d*Humiers^ 
This City is the Capital of all FlanderSy and is di- 
vided into feveral Quarters or Ifles : So is the Country 
round about it, by certain Rivers and Canals, 
which render it of extreme difficult Accefs, and fpoils 
all Communication. It is one of the greateft Cities 
in Europe ; and is defended by a Counterfcarp, a 
large Ditch, good Ramparts, and many Baftions; 
The Inhabitants boaft that it was founded by Julius 
Cafar. They have been able to raife an Army of 
Fifty thoofimd Men among themfelves, whenever 

they 
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iutj hacrelieeii incUned to nvolt Irom their SoveidgD. 
Y^t cfaey could not kold out above tea "Dsyt a^^amft 
^ prefeot Aims of frmia i but feenig the Vigour 
witb which diey were attackM on all Sides, and de- 
fpairing of any Saccours, they forttader'doaAitidcs.* 
Next tD xhjs, the City of Yfru was fari«iider*4 to 
them ob the 25111 of the &ne Moon^ after « Si^ 
of e^ht Da^. This is another conAderable Cic^ m 

NiM* have the ¥rmth Arms beeo naibocefifol in C«- 
MdotiU, nader theConmaad of the Duke <(& NBoOIes c 
This General having •taken Fuiciria^ the Capital Ciqr 
of that Provinoe, and a Plaoe of great Stren^j 
being feated on the Top of the Pyrentan Mountains, 
and defended by a Caftk bnilt on a Rock. Tbe 
Prince of Cm^' won itin the Year 1^64, tet it was 
afterwards reftored to the Spaniards again by the 
^Treaty tif the Fyrenns ; who fortrfied it anew with 
all the modem Forms. TJiis City has under its 
Command «ibove eighty Villages ; and draws Con- 
tributions from all the Ptovinee of C4rdaign€. It 
fecures she Poflefiion of JUuffiUm^ covers the Fron- 
tiers of Languedoc^ and is efteemed fecond only to 
Banthna^ of all the Cities in chefe Baits. 

F|€nn ^ermimff and the Provinces bordering <ui 
the Rbine^ Fame tranfports hisher fueoeflive Rehtioas 
•of battles ifought between the Fneacb and the hmpe- 
^ioBfls^ wheiein the former always get the ViAory. 
The Maiefdbal di Crtpti engaged . with them ^kt 
tKar GroHtmgi^m4 where tite mnce of Badnt^ and 
ibrqr Ofiioers of >Note wore iwunded on the £no- 
OBies Side : Tiie Coont of Lifiuviik, a Commasi- 
«ler oinder -die Dnke of Ltrrain^ with mai^ others, 
were -taken Prifoners. Tlie Frmab took from them 
A ^reat Number of Standards^ kill'd dMBMdanoe of 
tdieu* Men, and, in Aie, «vmaitt'4 MaAers of the 
IFidd. 

No 
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No lefs Advantage had they in the 9th Moon, on 
the Plains <of RhevftUk^ «ear the River Rhine % 
where thev killed roove 800 bnperialifts apon the 
Spot i ana the Brid^ of Riikfeldi was fo crammed 
with dead B^itt, that tlnsy iervad 4» a Barrier to 
ftof t!he Fr€Mcb from pwfttbig ttieir Vidory 10 the 
Gates of the City. 

The ^iaxdchsd de Hrefvi aiCo iSefeated a Body of 
6000 Horfe and i>ngpoiuw iQoania&ded bf tJbe J)uke 
of Lorrain, near to Offemhaurg ; which was follow- 
ed ^r 4ite Takkg of Oriamimfg Caftk, and i^bit 
1!>«4 «vkich tiie Maxefchal raseed to the Ground. 
He teek 4dfe the lEort Tslbaufen ; and encoiuitraag 
l;he Doke of Lorrain^ near a Place caUed haughutr 
hiu%h^ heiet upon hLa, and Jdir<d 400 csif his Meo^ 
m they wese fifiiig a Sri^ge of £he iR^i«^«^iuiid tocdc 
|oo Piifoners. 

If iihey ^4m-at tlus Rate Year after Year, it wiU 
be difficalt to fet the limifis of their continoally ^row- 
ii(gg £a|piie. 4^1^ we need not &ar that they will 
eiwr be^e^ juftk the Eaitifitl Qfmsm «tt of th^ 
PatcifBoay Appaiatad then by Deftisy. 

-SciPeneMtniifer, the 0^»/out-ihines the Cro&t; 
the Mat»m iiiperiedes the fiU:de; and all Thk||t 
|Field to the invincible Aswb of frm BiUnwrj. 




LETTER 
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L E T T E R IV. 

7b Dalimalched, the Widow of Peftcli 
Hali, hh Brother^ Mafter of the 
Cuftoms, and Superintendant of the 
Arfenal at Conftantinople. 

THOU mayeft be aifured it is no Compliinenty 
when I tell thee, I condole thy Lofs. He that is 
dead was my Brother, as well as thy Hufband : And 
the Friendihip which was between us, united us more 
clofely than did our Blood. We never thought any 
Thing too much to perform in the Service of each 
other, provided it did not entrench upon our Ho- 
nour ; but we greedily fnatched every Opportuaity 
of demondrating our mutual Afle^ons. 

He is gone to infinite Joy, to a Place of Refrefli- 
ment, where he banquets on the Reveriion of his good 
Works in this Life ; he revels at large, and without 
Contradidlion, or Murmuring of Women, in full 
Bowls of the Amhrojia of Paradife. No peevilh Fe- 
male interrupts his Joy, or turns his Smiles to Frowns 
by her unworthy Carriage. He lies dretched out at 
£afe upon the Crimfpn Beds o{ Eden^ with Pages 
waiting on him ; whofe Eyes are like the polifhed 
Pearl Each bears a Golden Goblet, crufied with 
Sapphires in his Hand, full charged with Wine, which 
mortal Kings would give their Kingdoms for. Thofe 
heavenly Youths perform their Parts with admirable 
Grace, and dutiful £xa£lnefs : They wait the Minute 
of their Lord's Defire. With humble Reiign^ttion, the 
fair Cufids (land encompaiTing his Bed ; each being 
emulous of the reft ; all flriving with an agreeable 
Generofity, who (hall ferve their Mailer firft, and 
with the greatefl Promptnefs. 

When 
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When Pefteli pleafes tp divert himfelf with Wo* 
men, it is but to wlih, and one morie hSx than e*er 
JpeUes drew, prefents herfelf, chafte as Diana, yet as 
kind as Ftntu. No coy Demars protraA the £njoy- 
ni«nt of his Wifh, nor is there the leaft Sign of Im- 
podence to pall it. But in perfeQ Love they meet * 
each other, and unite their Hearts : 'land fothey paft 
their Time in conllant anrepehted Biifs. 

He traverfes the pieafant Walks of Edni^ and fits 
him down upon the Banks of her immortal Rivers : 
Rivers that ftream with Wine, and Milk, and Ho- 
ney. Under the Shade of happy Trees he lies up* 
on the flowry Green» in the Qirefles of fome lovetjr 
l>aughter ci Paradifc Whilft Aromatkk Winds in-, 
fpire him with diviner Paffions than End^mion ielt in 
the Embraces of Diana. O bap/y State of fiparate. 
Souls thai part from Earth in Pitriiy I Tbiir Pkafures 
know no Bounds^ no End! 

For what I have* faid is only emblematical, de-. 
fcriinng in fenfible ihort Figures thofe Raptures and - 
tranfcendent Joys, which cannot otherwile be ex-* 
prefs'd. Whatever elevated Fancy can conceive, df . 
Bliis, is all by infinite Odds furpaifed in the Enjoy- « 
ment of the Happy Souls above. .There is no Numr 
ber. Weighty or Meafute of their eternal and fuper- 
huive Felicities. They pafi from Joy ^ toy oy, and fport 
in endiefs Circlei of Beatitude. : O Region ever to hi 
defiredl O Gardens rf incomparable Beauty ; nvbere /be 
liberal Monarch of the UfdiHrfk regales the ^wearied 
Souls rf. Mortals imth Bdnquets of ineftimable Price^ 
and unmatched Delicm^f cfitr their t^l/omi Pi^rimagt 
09 Earth. 

If Pefidi coald.Jiear, I would congratulate hit 
Happinels, infiead of condoling thy Misfortune in 
k>£ng fnch a' Hd/band. He has efcaped the Ship* 
wfecks of this lower World, this Sea of Grief and-. 
TiagedifiB. . He is |;ot fiife inta the Harbour of elcrn^i 

G Reft, 



.Refty die Port of Peace, and kniled on tfaeStruid of 
tke-Omaipomit's Senul, where Guards of Angels 
waited oa him to the Throne of AUah^ with ttn 
thmfimi FiamhiMiut hurmmg in tbt Walks rfEderu 

Bat teU me, DmImiUchidf were not yoa ibme- 
tliiiig i^ die FAult, that the generous PjefttU left 
111. bot)i fo foon? Did yon not fret and teaze his 
hieh-born Soul with Words which might have 
wdl beea ijpared to a Man of ta qoick S^e ? 
2>0ttbtlefs lie needed not your fumu^ Leases, 
and moie ^lent DilcipKne of Pouts. If he com- 
nkied Fa^idts, (as who does not ?) he was foon 
Alifible without a Reprimand. There was no 
Occafion to keep him half a Moon in Paroxjfms' 
of Mclandudy and Grief. Tiiis was too hard a 
Penan^ for his Spirit to bear. But yon Women 
Ihttve Ways by yooifdves, unintelligible to our Sex. 
Your Windings and Turnings are intricate as thofe 
of Sespents. D^edaks himfdfy were he now alive, 
tkoagh once the Glory of Labyrintli-Mafcers, yet 
w«ttld be puBzled to traoe your Sex* in all your &- 
ciity wild, unknown Meanders. Ye are all the Ytrf 
dmsgeMe Things of the £arth. J\^ Ba^f kmnM 
•wif^t to make of you, 

DMmftkbui, I tell thee^ ji Woman never tommands 
d Mart^ wkfs h$ he a Bfoi, hni by hir Ohalimee: that 
•Meyjhe njims his Hearty and maku a tiorot^ Confnefi 
cf bis Aff^tdims. She yrheedles him out of his 
Sovereignty l^ oroning Compkifimoe and proper 
Capi^atidnsy orafi^leaft, by diis Method' ibs favea 
yt^i, \ She wiUitiQt ihwait hi9» in the Torrent of 
his Paflion, but meekly yields to the mighty Stream^ 
stticf #il( txsx foier her Tongue to move bat in the 
Eddy of his Wrath. 

In a word, A good Woman- wnfabs btr Hu/bani*s 

tkafwr* in ail fbings: And if thoa haft done fo, tl^ 

l^orM has notluag to iay to dycb But if other^r 

• ' wife. 
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wife, I advife thee to remain a Widow, left the next 
Man that marries thee, (h6uld revenge the Injuries' 
my Brother receiv*d at thy Hands ; For ibis is one 
Witf of taming Shrews. 

Paris, zjtb of th lotk MooM^ 

^tbe Tear iSjS, ^ 
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L E T T E R V. 

9{? Hamet Reis Eflfendi, Priilcipal Sc-^ 
cretary cf ibe Ottoman Empire* 

I Hope thpa wilt pardon me, moft illtiftrioUs^ Mi- 
niHer, that I have thus long delayM to give'thet 
a farther Account of the States ot Europe : But no>Y 
I will proceed ; and, according^ to thy pgmmand* be- 
gin where I left .off, ' i- ' r * 
Having' already diicouried of Germafty, I wiU d«- 
fcend into the Netherlands ; which Is as ja^tural, 9^ 
for a Man that has furvevM the Upper Town of Sudes^ 
or any other City feated like that, |p fall .into thp 
Lower. For fo the Netherlandi feem-to be fl kind of. 
outlying Bordughj near ^h^ Subttrb.tp the. C^^-issraft 
Empire. .' ' 
• They arc called the Netherlands^ 1^ feafoij of thcftr 
Low Situation near the Sea ; which makes th« Counh 
try appear like a Mirfli or- Moor. They contain Si- 
yenfeen Provinces ; ten whereof are under the J14- 
rifdi Aioii of the King of Spain. The other fevea 
make up a diftin^ and indepoident Republkk among 
Chcmfelvet. 

G z The 
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« TheCircamference of the feyenteen Provinces is 
a thouiand Italian Miles : And within that Compafs, 
^ere are two hundred wallM Towns and Cities ; an 
hundred and fifty other Places, which enjoy the fame 
Privileges and Power as the former : And there are 
&x thouiand Villages. 

In the Time of Julius Ca/ar, this TraA of Ground 
was called B$^ick Gaul by the Ramans, It Was in- 
liabited by a warlike People, impatient of Servitude, 
and flout Aflfertors of their native Liberty ; as the 
fame Cafar found by Experience, when he warr*d 
among them. Nay, and fince that time, the Mujul- 
fnans themfelves have fek their Valour. Witnefs the 
famous Expedition' of G^dfref of BulUny to recover 
the Ih}f himd out of the Hands of the Saracens ; And 
that other of Baldwin the Flemings who made himfelf 
Mailer of Cwftantinople^ and the Grecian Empire. 

The ancient Romans uie to fay. That the GasUs 
ibught for their Liberty ; the Germans for Booty ; and 
the Dutch for Glory and Honour. Hence it came to 
pafs, that Roman Emperors in thofe Days had always 
a felefl Guard about their Perfons, choien oat of 
thefe Provinces. Alfo the Hollanders and Friexelanders 
were caird the Friends and Aflbdates of the Romans, 

But, tho* thefe Provinces had formerly each a di^ 
fiind Sovereign, with a peculiar Government and 
Laws ; yet, afterwards, they were all reduced under 
the Dominion of the Dukes of Burgundy: From whom 
they devolted to the Arch- Dukes of Auftria i and laft 
of all, to the King of S^n ; who claims a Title to 
ten of them at this Day : But the King of France hat 
PoiTeffion of a great Part. As for the other feven, 
they are quite emancipated and free. It being an 
e84>liihed Maxim with them. That the long^ 
^word gives the beft Tide to a Government. And 
for ought I ice, this Principle is pradiied throughout 
the World. 

The 
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The Inhabitants of the Netherlands are genenjly 
tall and ftrong bodied People ; comely, civil, open- 
hearted, courteous, prompt and laoorious : More 
addidled to Wine than Women ; equally forgetful of 
Benefits and Injuries ; great Al uiicians, expert Sea- 
men, cunning Merchants, accurate Painters, and very 
ingenious in all Arts. They are not jealous of their 
Women, as moft Nations are ; but^ fuf&r them to 
walk abroad openly, and converfe with Men in the 
Streets. Neither wiH any of thefe Females refufe an 
Invitation to a Bottle of Wine. As foon as you conic 
into any Houfe, the Daughter of the Family meets 
you with a Bottle of Wine, or other flrong Beverage 
in her Hand, and drinks it off* to you ; and if you 
do not very readily anfwer; and pledge her, it palles 
for a Sign of Rudnefs and ill Manners. 

• Thefe People arc very rich, by reafon of their 
Merchandife and 7>affick with other Nations ; for 

* they export the Produfl of their Soil, and their own 
Manufactures r vending or exchanging them, at a 
prodigious Advantage in the rcmotcll Regions of the 
Earth. 

They have ftrong Forts and Caftles op and down 
the Country, with Cities which are in a manner in- 
expugnable. As for the Religion of the Nefberlaniti 

' the ten Provinces, which are Tubjeft to the King of 
Spain or frantic arc called CathoHcks. The othfcr 

.(even reprcfent the celebrated Tower of BaM', where 
the Languages were firft confounded, as Mo/es relates : 
For fuch is the Hotch-potch and Gallimaufrey of Re- 
ligions tolerated in 'Amfterdam^ Leyden, and other 
Cities of Holland i and in general, throughout all the 

•feven United State*. Neither have they much more 

. Regularity and Order in other Matters. Wonder not 
therefore if my Pen obferves no Method in treating 
of a Country, which is the very £mblem, Proverb, 
and Centre of Avsxy ^^ Confufioa. However, I 
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will now begin to jnake more pajticular Diftinifbons 
than in the former Part of my Letter. 

Zealand has a laad Air, efpecially in the Stmimer 
Time, when the Sun exhaks ftinking and infedioas 
Vapours from the Lakes and Pools, of which ^here 
is a great Number in that Province ; yet it has an ex- 
cellent Soil, abounding with Wheat, and other Corn ; 
alfp with good Pafturas;^ for Sheep and Cattle. There 
is little more to be faid of this Province. 

Holland has this obfervable in it, that freqoentif 
the Earth trembles there, under the Burden of 
Coaches, Waggons, (ioHes, ^c. "^hich is an Ar- 
gument that the Ground is hollow underneath, and 
fall of Caverns. To confirm this Opinion, they iky, 
^at a Cvw onci fatting into a Gap or Qbafm^ in the 
Earth f ivasfotaid dead three Dofs afiemuards in the 

. 9ea9 heii^ knonxm fy the 0*wner to be the fame. Hence 
a Part of Holland^ in the Language of the Countiy, 
is called Heater land i which at firift hearing founds like 
a Contradidion : But they mean by it a Landfituated 
in the Waters, For fo indeed the whole Province ap- 
pears to be, divided into fmall Iflands by innumerable 
Canab, Lakei, and Pools, that every where expofe 
t^iemfelves to your Eye« Tiiis Province deferves 
in^ properly of all the re^, the Appellation of 
J^etherland i it being funk fo low, that in many Places 
the Sea rifes higher than it : Which compels the 
HollandsTf to fortify their Shores with liiga firong 
Banks s which with great Coft, they continiully keep 
repaired. 

They have but little Corn or Fruit of their own 

. Growth, being funplied with thofe Things from Geir^ 
manyf Poland, ana other Cooutries. But there is im 
immenfe Quantity of Grafs to npitriih Millions of 
Sheep, Qxen, and Horfes. And what I have iald pf 

' thefe two Provinces, may be in fbme Degree applied 

;ta ^ the reft^ Fr/Vis^ArsE^ only excepted ; which is 

the 
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the more fertile of Corn, yields abandance of Pulfe 
and Salty and is well cloathed with Woods. 

As to th^ Manners of thefe Peop}r: The Zealan^^ 
ders are of a ready Wit, provident and fubtle : Of 
Statare, generally ytty tall ; as will appear by a 
Woman of this Province, whom William Count of 
Holland fent to the^aptials of Charlts the Fair, King 
of France. She was of fo vaft an Heighth and Bulk, 
that the French lookM like Pigmies^ or Dwarfs^ m 
Comparif^n of her. And fach was her Strength, 
that ihe could lift from the Grouird a Beam, and carry 
it ot) her Shoulders, which eight laboaring Men coukl 
hardly fiir. 

'Tis obferv'd of Geidert, That it was the Firft <jf 
thefe Provinces which fubmitted to the riiing For- 
ttt&e -of the .Eaman Empire : And again, £e firft 
th^t fhook off thr YtEike, when that Empire was m 
its Wane. 

In Utrecht there are Abuiidance of Nobles, who 
are fofter and politer in their Converfation than the 
idk of the HQUandtri. The Women of Quality there 
go veiled. 

The Pfibliek Aifidrs of all iliefe Provinces ara 
managed by thofe whom they call the States^Geaeral 
tif the United Provinces. Thefe are a Convention or 
Aflembly of the Chief Nobles, Principal Magiftrates, 
iuu) moft eminent Citiaent in every Province. 

Conrteons Effndiy Thefe are the chief Things 
which I know of the United Provinces, onlefs thoa 
^ouldil have me write their Compleat Hiftory : 
Which would be too tedioai for Letters. Accept of 
mf Labours^ which tho* mean^ yet; Are valnntafy* 
:«hearfiil,. and done at a Jerk. 

* • ' . 

Pftrie, J^thrf the z zih Mm, 
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LETTER VL 



To the fame. 



THOU wilt lay, I am all upon tlie Extremes. 
In mj hft I dn^d thc&thro* the moft dirty» 
na%, abjea Valley ofall the Earth ; I mean Hoi" 
Umd^ with the reft of the United Provinces. Now 
I am going to lead thee oot of thefe fenny Bogs, and 
give thee a Breathing np the ialohrions Hills and 
Mouitains of HtheHm or S*wiJerUuui. *Tis tme, this 
cannot be done withoot a oonfideraUe Leap over many 
Provinces of GtraMi^* Part of Lnraim and Mfiui, 
But having fpoken formerly of -the Empire, and from 
thence in my next, by a kind of natural Deibent^ 
fallen into the Low- Countries ; the Confideration of 
their Form of Government pat me in mind of the 
other Repablicks in Eur§pi. Among which, that of 
'SwfftrUmd tying next to the United States, I chofe 
'to make it the Sobjrft of this Letter, defignimg' to 
give thee an Aocoant of Fema^ Gemm, Lmcca, and 
the reft in Order. 

Know then,, that Hihktim or SMffirUmd wae (inoe 
.a Province of Girmmnf^ bat now *tis a Common- 
. wealth fttbfiftittg by it felf, and not fabjedt to any 
Foreign Power. It is divided into thirteen Cantons 
or Provioces. I will not trouble thee with the Names 
,of each .Diftridt or with their feveral CharaAers. 
The whole Country iQ general looks like, a great 
Bunch of Rocks and Mountains, feparated by fmall, 
but very pleafant Vallics.; And tho*^ the Mountains 
feem rough, yet their Tops and Brows flourifh no lefs 
with all forts of Trees and Herbage, than the faireft 
.IPlaiai. Thc'InhabiUnts nourifh abundance of Sheep 

,on 
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on tbem, befides Goats, Hittds^ Horfes, with matny 
other Kinds of Beafts. For there is great Plenty of 
Animals in this Country^ both wild and ume. The 
Air is ))iercing and ferene ; the Soil, tho* not of it 
felf fertik> yet is made fo by Induftry of the Jnha* 
bitants. In fome Parts they have Vineyards which 
produce a Grape of wonderfal Delicacy i The Wine 
of which is much eileemed in thofe Parts. The Lakea 
alfo and Rivers abound with Fifli of all forts.; neither 
is there any Scarcity of Fowls, or of any Thing elfe» 
which immediately ferves the Neceffities of Hnman 
Life. Only Things tending to Luxury, and other 
kind of Wantonnefs, are not to be found in this 
happy Region. It is a fecond Stytbia or Tartafy* 
And indeed the Inhabitants of Stvijer/atui are thought 
to come out of thofe more N$rthern Regions. 

They have ever been famous for their invincible 
Conibmcy and Valour in War. yulius Cafar him* 
felf was afraid of them, and built a Wall to hinder 
them from going into Tr^»nct or Gaul\ when he re* 
jnemberM that Z. Caffius^ a R9man Con/ulf was van^ 
quilhM by them, and his whole Army routed. Some 
Authors affirm, that in the Times of Old, the In- 
habitants of the North of Europi^ were fo^ prodigioufly 
muhiplyM, that fome of them were forced to feek 
new Seats. Wherefore rufhing thro' Germiury, and 
paffing the Rhirn, they were met by the Gmi/s, 
whom they overcame and defeated. Upon which 
News the neighbouring Nations being terrified, fent 
Ambaifiulors to them, defiring Peace. The Conquerors 
replyM, they came not to wage War, or difturb the 
Peace of Mankind. That they only fought a Pkoe 
to live in quietly, where they might manure the 
Ground, without hurting any body. Then Heh/etia 
was granted to them, where their Poilerity live to 
this Day. 

As to the Manners of the Hfodern Swifi^ they a»> 
fwer cxadlly the antient CharaAer ; being wholly ad- 

G 5 diacd 



«30 Letters writ by Vol. VIIL 

4i£tod to Wv s faifr4/ t^'bear all Inoottveniencies of 
liuBgcr, Thirft, Cold, wia other AAidioiu of Na- 
ture, ProvideBce, Jk&mft or Chance. A little 
Monej ferret their Tom to deliray the Expences of 
caciB|;» their Diet faeiiig very plain and ordinary » 
eonfifting chiefly of Milk and Chcefe. If they are 
chargeable in any Thing, *tis in Wine and other 
ftrong Liquors. For yon ihall find bat mean and 
^aalid Honfes, and contemptible Furnitttre ; and 
they wear Garments anfwerable to the reft : But they 
axe given to Drinking above Meafare. They wiU 
confame whiJe Days and Nights facceffively, with- 
oat Intermiflion, in their dninken Debaaches. Nor 
can any Friendflup be contraded among them, bat 
over their Cope. For he who drinks moft* and is 
moft frdickibne and debonaire, he is taken for a 
Man of Integrity. Whereas he that feems timorous 
of his Health, or makes any friToloos £xcttfes, he 
is lookM npcni as a faealung Fellow, not worthy of 
foch good Company. Nay, fometimes their Mad* 
mx£% grows to that Height, as to iet a Dagger to his 
Throat, who refofes to pledge in his Turn. 

And yet after all this Reproach, it moft be con- 
€efs'd, that thefc People are very prudent and circnm- 
ipeft, both in their private and publick Affiurs. For 
Botwithftaoding the P^eafuie they take in liberal 
Compotations, yet every Man, when the Frolick is- 
over, is intent oh his Buiineft, u&ig dpoUe Indo^ 
jtry and Diligence, to make good the Ejcpenoes of 
liis laft Vanity. They work to drink, and drink 
that they may better work again. So in the Publick, 
?itis evident, that they are not defie^ve in Policy, 
lince they have been able for k many Centuries of 
Years, to mainuin their Union, and Confederated 
Liberdesy againft fo many Princes, who have ei^ 
deavoarM to bring them under a Foreign Yoke : And 
not only (b, but fuch is the Singularity of their Gon- 
dn^, that .the moft mighty Monaschs in Euftft art 
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|1id to enter into a League witii them, tftd (eni 
ycarlf v*ft Soma ol Mdney. 

Thott wile not, %fttf frhki I hftVe ftid> expeft t^ 
find mStvtJMandtht Ridies of jiMia and Saiyim i 
nor the reft of the loxorknis and nagmficeiit £iapef^ 
flaities of the Eafl. The Situation ot theOKmtrjr; 
lad Nature of the Soil, denhis thefe riitterlug Van^ 
ti&. It is fiffficient' that it htktgi forth enoogh e» 
noprjfh the Inhabitants. 

' Thef lear no Foreign Iimi£on/ both on die Acr 
coottt of this National Porert^, and the inacce£Bble 
Heights of the J^s^ with which the^ are ofi M 
Sides enriron^d as by a Wall. Add to thi», the in^ 
YindUe Refolotion of the People, yvho abhor and 
iear Sabjeaion snore than Death it fdf. 80 tkM n^ 
Prince in Eftrope dares or thhiks it worth his while 
to carry a War into this Country'; knowing, tbat if 
he fliodld conquer it, tfie R^ltrenues, with all the 
- Spoil of his new-gotten Pbileffions, woald not oonn- 
terbalance the Expenoes of one ^ort Campaign. 
Beiides, their Union is fo ttriCt and dofe, that it is 
alnioft impoifiblc to break or diiiblTe it. Then they 
ha?e fome vervdrong Cities, dSkt, Forts, and 
.others Places br D^fenee, which would give no itnaR 
DiveHtott and Incambranoe to him who fhould an* 
dertake foeh an. Expedition. In fine, fach are their 
Circnmihinces, that ^ the Courts roond abontfhenr^ 
think it (afer to coart this tmtameable Nation^ than 
to threaten or iibff them. 

I wHI rehti^ to thee a Story by way of f nfhnee or 
• Example. Frtma^ whence thoa may^ft comprehend 
' more dearly the HumOuf of thk Pc6ple. 

in former Timet, asr I hattf sjready fiiid, Sm;f^h^ 

land was a Province of ther German Empire, or at 

' kaft repu W fo. ' And there were certain Prcfefts tNr 

•Governors fet over them by Cdjar, one fatceedin|; 

anmhfcr. Some of thefe, for their Infoknce, were 

driten out of the Nation ; othets weve ki&*d by 
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leafDn of tj^ir'fynumous and cr^ei Pm6lioet. Among 
the refl, one of thefe Governors, being difgufted at 
9L certSLin Sfiifi/i, commauided him to be yok*d with 
Oxen that drew Burthens in a Cart. But when net* 
ther by Mr nor foul Means they could force him to 
this vile jCoAdefceBfion^ he commanded his £yes to 
be put out. Which was done accordingly. This 
was murmurM at : But ,being the firft £fiay of bis 
cruel Difpoiition, they wink'd at it. 
. A. while after/ the iame Governor commanded a 
.Woman in her Huilband^s Abfence, to prepare a hot 
Bath for him. Which when the chafte Matron le- 
/tts'd to perform* till her Hufband came home, he 
ftruck her dead with an Axe. This alfo, tho* height- 
ning the Choler of iherSwifit was pa(s*d by in Me^ 
ditadon of future Revenge. 

At lad he grew fo foolishly proud and imperioos* 
that walking one Day in the Streets of the City» be 
jftuck his Cane in the Ground, and plac'd bis Tor- 
bant or Bonnet thereon ; commanding aU that pafs'd 
by to give Honour to it. Which when a certain 
JioneJl Swifi refufed to do, he conunanded him to 
ilrike pfFan Apple from his Son's Head with a Shot 
from his Crois-bow. The good Father for a long 
.Time refufed thus to hazard his Son's Life. But 
•being overcome by the Tyrant's importunate Me- 
Baces, he rather ventured to truft to Providence tli^ 
Xiife of his Son, than to facrifice both that and hit 
own to the impacable Malice of a Barbarian. So 
•be ihot» and hit the Apple off without touching his 
Son's Head. The Governor feeing this, and taking 
Notice that he brought two Arrows with him, aiked 
.bsm the Reafon of. it. To whom the S^uuft an- 
fweied. If 1 bad Jbot auafs and hurt mf Son luiti tki 
firft Jrr9Wf 1 'was rtfihd t» bavi pterad iiy Heart 
i^itb the ficwd. Upon this, all thie People gave a 
Shout, and running together, ieiz'd opon the Gover- 
nor, and tore him to pieces. Neither would thejr 

ever 
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ever afterwards endure or adroit any Man into tfadr 
Cities, from the Emjperor, unlefs he came in the 
Quality of an Arob^diM'. . 

Serene Minifter, if thefe Memoirs are in tlie kaft 
acceptable to thee, 'tis bat to command, and thou 
ihalt find I have a {>tock not eafy to be exhaufied. 

Adiea, adtea, for the prefent. May the Curtains 
of Go 0*8 Pavilion be un^rlM about us, to (kreen us 
from the Injuries of DemoHs who hunt by Night fotf 
Mortals : For, *tis now their Hour. 

Paris, fiih of the zd Moon, 
rf th9 Year 1679, 
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LETTER VII. 



7^ Dgnet Oglou at Damafcus. 



IConId . hardly bdltve my own Eya»t whe* I Ml 
read thy Letter^ and anderftood that thou art 
tornM Hufbandman at laS, « and fettkd ii> a Place tlie 
mod delectable on Earth, the very Centre and Ren- 
dezvous of all Pleafures, and whatfoever is agreeable 
to Mortals* Thou art a wary Man, reiblved to be 
fure of one Paradife at lead, tho^ it be by Mort- 
gaging thy Title to the other. Thoa will &ot 
fu&r God Almighty to go upon Tick with thee, 
nor truft all his Promifes for Heaven in Reveriion. 
Yet I cannot difcommend thy Cautioufnefs. We 
know not what ihall befal ys after Death ; and there- 
fore Nature prompts ps to fecure to our felves fome 
Share of Happinefs in this Life, and to antedate the 
Uncertainties of a future filifs, by carving out our 
own Heaven on this Side the Grave. However, I 
wifh thou may^il not furfeit on thy prefent Enjoy- 
ments, and fo render thy Soul incapable of the 
Voyage to Eternal Beautitnde. I tell thee, my 
Dgnet^ thou art a bold Man, to venture on a Place 
by Choice which the Medenger of G o d purpofely 
fhunnM as the moft dangerous on Earth. But I 
would not difcourage thee. That City was then in 
the Hands of Infidels, a Seat of Prophanation and 
Jdolatry ;: now 'tis fan^ified by the Prefence of True 
Believers, by the Preaching of the Law brought 
down from Heaven^ and by the Mofques of perie^ 
Holineis* 

As 
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. As for the manner of Life thoa haft wmie Choice 
of» I highly applaud it» as the inoft Prtmitive, lo*- 
nooenty Delighdul, and Happy above all others. 
Many great Princes and Kings have exchanged the 
toilfome Glory and Ro}%l Fatigoes of £mpire» for 
fb» fwcet Tranquillity and £afe of a Country Farm^ 
and wholefome Exerdfes of Agricahure. Thus Dh- 
elefian, a Roman Emperor, quitted his Throne for the 
Sake of a private Li& ; and thofe Hands which had 
been aecnftomed to wield the Scratre, became at laft 
voluntarily familiar with the Spade, the Plough, and 
the Harrow. So the Grand CyruSf Monarch of the 
Pttfiaw, ufed to boaft- of the Gardens Ranted and 
fowM with his own Hands. And 'tis oertain, that 
the Faiii, the Lintuli^ the CiaroX the Fi>>, with 
nuuay of the nobleft Families in antient Rome^ derived 
their Names from thofe kind of Vegetables which 
they fignify, and which thieir Fathers took 2>elight 
in Planting. 

How many great Authors have writ in Praife of 
Hofhandry ? Attains and ArcbeUtm, two Kings, ex- 
toird it : Xettopbon and M^Oy two Genends, patro- 
nisfi'd it; and Ofpiott the Poet cdebrates it in Verfe % 
befides Cat9, Varro^ P/r«^, ColmmUa^ Vifgil^ tx^ 
many others. Some have plac'd Suprecw Felicity in 
this kind of Life : Virgil pronennces Huibandmen 
Fortunate ; and Htiv^ft calls them ^flbd. Hence it 
was, that the De^bick Orach dtclared a ctrtain Ma», 
nan^d Aghun, to ht tho haffitft tf mil Mortals ; ^f^ 
taufi be nvas bufiid in notbifig but mamtring and cnlti" 
nfotit^ a littk Farm ; swcr mdtfting Inmfi^nmtb 'vain 
Cans- or FaJSonSf nor incrmjkig tbe Mifiries ^ Human 
Idfif fy tasnpirii^ ^mitb firtign and nnneceffary Pka" 
furesi 'wbichf tbo* fnU of Bhnd^ments, and fweet ho 
ibi Fronff jit tamj a Sting in iboirTail, embittering 
etll onr J^s. ^ 

. ThoB art fitaate ifi the iii^ll: pleafant Soburb of 
Dama^u$^\ fcr I hahPt furvey*d that City, and aS it^ 

Precia^j» 
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Precinct with no fmall Curiofity. The Hoafc is 
cncompafsVi with lovdy Gardens and Meadows. It 
was formerly the Seat of Jbtd hUcharib the famoas 
Shepherd* who took San&uary there from the Per- 
fecution of Ifmei Beghrbtgb of Diarbibir. 

Thou know'il ilSt Story : and I need fay no more, 
than to wiih thee as good Fortune in poiTeffing that 
rich Spot of Groond»-a8 he had.» who, as *cis recorded 
in the Regifter of Dama/cus^. died worth a hundred 
Parfes of Gold ; moft of it got by the Increafe of 
his Cattle in thofe lucky Fields. 

For my Part, I cannot pretend to have Skill in 
thefe Things ; but it appears to me like a good Ojoum, 
that thy Predeceflbr was fo profjperous in that Farm. 
I advife thee to take hb Meainies, and ftock thy 
Ground with Sheep, Oxen, Camels, Horfes, and 
other Animals of Profit. Think it no Scorn, to fol- 
low an Employment ennobled by the Examples of 
Romulus and Rbimus^ the firft Founders of the R^ 
man Empire ; of Parti, the Son of Priamus ; of 
jlncht/is, the Father of jEneas ; of EmfymhUf the 
Beloved of Diana ; who were all Herdfmen, or 
Shepherds. So was Po^^bemus and Argus : So was 
Jpoih, who tended the Flocks of AdmHus King of 
^btffahf. What ihall I &y of Mercury, the firft In- 
venter of the Uaatbty, and Prince of Shepherds ; 
and of Proteus, another Divinity ? Was not Ibrahim^ 
the Father of Muffulmans, a Herdfman ; and Maji/et , 
the Prophet familiar with God, and Danrid the Prince 
of Poets Mn a word, my Friend, the moft Illnftriona 
Heroes among the ancient Gneis, Romans, and other 
Nations, were all keepers of Sheep, Goats, Oxen, 
(^c, as the Arabians axe at this Day, with the Tar* 
tars, and other Nations of the Baft. 

Doubtlefs, the Rui[al Life, as it is the moft Andent, 
fo it affords the iincereft Pleafures, and. moft ttnie» 
pentedjoys in Nature 1 [^vided a Man enjoys It 
with Ipmocencc and Juftioe. But I would have thee 

avoid 
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avoid the common Temptations to which this Kind 
of Life is more expos*d than any other ; that is. 
Hunting and Fowling. Thefe are really detcftable 
Exercifes, Tragical Sports, and altogether inhaman. 
It is a Labour unworthy of Man, to watch from Day 
to Day, and one Night after another^ the Haunts of 
oor Fellow- Animals, that we may deftroy them. It 
28 a cruel Plestfure, that muft be maintained at the Ex* 
pence of fo much innocent Blood ; and a barbarous 
Triomph, to infult over a poor mangled Hare» or 
Hindy after you have harais'd them up and down 
the Country for many Hours together, with an 
Army of Does and Men. 

*Tis recorded that the Tlihaas were the firft In- 
ventors of this unhappy Sport s a Nation infiimons 
for Deceit, Thefts, Perjuries, Murders, and Incefts : 
from whom it pafsM to the Phrygians, a People no 
lefs wicked, but more fooliih and eafy,' light and 
credulous ; and for that Reafon they were defpifed 
by the Atbenians, and Laademomans at firft. How- 
ever, thofe eraver Nations in a little Time learn*d 
the Trade otHunting of them : $9 iffeSinu is tbt 
Companjff and iftry Niigbhourbood of ill Men ; Jo pre' 
waiiHt are tbe ExampUs of fucb as are bold to had tbe 
Wof in tbe neiss Paths tf Fiee* 

By the God whom I adore, my Dgnet, it appears 
to me fo foolifh a Paftime, an Exercife fo unbecom- 
ing the Majefty of a rational Spirit, to run Yawling 
with a Parcel of Hounds, perhaps a whole Day toge« 
ther, after feme timorous Animal, that I wonder 
Men are not aiham*d to pradtife it s efpedally Great 
Men and Princes, who fhouM excel others in the Ju- 
llice and Clemency of their Nature ; yet thefe are 
moll guilty of Rapine, Injuries, and Spoil. 

My Dear Friend, imitate not their pernicious Ex* 
amples i but tread in the Steps of juft and holy Men, 
whom the Birds and Beads would obey at a Nod, 
becanfe they cold not fmdl the leaft Odour of Evil in 

them. 
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them. How maiij Prophets have been fed by Ra- 
vens, Hinds, Cats, and other Animals ? Nay, the 
very Serpents and Dragons of the De&rt, wi^ the 
Amphibious Monfiers of Egyff, have quitted their 
native Venom, to ferve an innocent Man : And 
when Omur the Califh wais. hard purAsed by a Troop 
of Egyptian Idolaters, even to the Banks of the Niitt 
he comoEianded a Crocodile, which he fpy^d in the 
Rtver, to come and ferry him over on his Back ; and 
.the pious Bead was obedient to his Word. Doiibtlefs 
this waa^a iingolar Grace in the dmnb Creature; 
and he was tranflated to Paradife, if otv Dodors §xy 
true. 
' l^mt, 'I bid thee adieu, and wifh thee a plentiful 
HttYe&$ which is the moft feafonable Prayer I 
make for thee at this Time of the Year. . 



Parts, 1 4/^ c/th iti Mo9n^ 
tfthiTtar 1679*. 
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LETTER VIIL 

To Achmct Cupriogli, the Moji Exr 
alted and Sage Vizier Azem. 

TH E Face of Affiiirs here ia the Jf^iJ if now 
quite changed. A General Peace is eftabliihM 
between the Naxanm Princes and States. FramHf 
which a while ago was at mortal Jan with the H»/- 
landers^ Spain, and the G$rman Empire^ is lately re« 
condl'd to them ; whilft new Friendihips and Alli- 
ances have baniih'd all Thoughts of former Enmities^ 
and Feuds. This Year commences a Civil JubiUi in 
Eutopic 

There has been a Treaty of Peace in Agitation at 
NimtguM,^ and Conferences held about it apy time 
thefe four or five Years s whereof I formerly gave a 
Hint in one of my Letters to the Port4. The C04- 
cUtfibn of it is owing to the powerful Mediation of 
the King of Gnat-Britain, who is nuule Guarantee 
of the Articles ; and the fubmiffive Addicfies of the 
Siihop of Strafiint ^ ^ ^^g ^ Franci, contributed 
not a little to the UniveHal Agreement. For this 
Great Monarch is flow in his Advances towards an 
AGOommodation with thofe who have injur'd him, or 
his AiUies. He aftdb to imitate the ftately Reierve4- 
neft of the Ea/iim Princes $ thinking His Mmfty 
would be violated, ihonld he condefcend too toon, 
and on too eafy Terms, to the Propo&ls of his Neigh- 
. hours. Hf has leamM this from die Maxims of the 
Sublime Pmn, the Refuge of Mankind* whofe Arma 
are ever open to receive and emhraoe all that fue for 
the Grand Stir's Friendfhip and Protedion, in a 
Way not intrenching on the Glory of the O/K0as«n 
* Uottfcj a Family dcfiin'd to fubdue the World ! 

This 
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This Temper of the Fnncb King is fo well known 
and obferved in^thefe Parts, that he has got a nanr 
Character by it both among Foreigners, and chofe of 
his own Nation ; For they, fpare not to call l^im n* 
Moft Chriftian Turk, by way of Mockery ; and this 
is the fatirical Style even of his Subjects, in their ie« 
ditious Cabals, when they are a little warm*d with 
Wine, and each Man as Great as a King himfelf^ 
'Sn his own Conceit. 

By the fwift Flaflies of Lightning, which cauie 
the Heart to pant, and dazzle the Eyes of Mortals ; 
by the alloniihing Noife of Thunder, which raifes 
the Vapours of the Spleen, and fills us with Hy- 
pochondraick Dread ; I fwear the King of France is 
a great Hero, and deferves the Honour which thcfe 
li&elft have unfeignedly done him, in likening him 
to the undoubted Arbiter of the Earth. He really 
determines the DiiTerences and Qoarrels of a great 
Fart of it. And though he be a Chriftian in Pro- 
ftfffion, and flil'd, Tie Zldeft Son of the Churchy yet 
he is no Enemy to the Followers of Mahomet ^ who 
vouch&fe him their Friendfiiip. Thou know^ft' he is 
the moft Primitive Ally of the Otioman Empire, 
'among the Wefteru Princes of the 'Law of Jejia, 
He has eftabH(h*da more remote Friendfiiip, for the 
<^ke of Commerce, and fpreadmg his Renown, witlh 
the Grand iMl^ir/, and the Kin]g Of P^f^. HisFlanfe 
ih-ikes all the Eaft with Admiration and Refpe6^ ; 
for they have heard of his continual Viflories, and 
fuccefsful Exploits, even to the utmoft Borders of the 
Continent. Yet the fame Fortune procures* him on- 
ly the Spite and Envy of the Princes of ikzWeft. 

However they are glad to diftemble their Malice 
at this JnnAure, and enter into an Agreement with 
him, almoft upon his own- Terms. 

The Treaty between France and HoiUmd was pub* 
4iih*d in this City on the firft of the Tenth Moon, 
the Year precedent. Now to aftore the World that 

there 
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there is a perfe£): Amity and Peace, the Dutch have 
feot their Anibailadors Extraordinary, to acknow- 
ledge. That the King has preferred the Repofe of 
Cbrifiendoro, to the Glory which his Vi^rioas 
Arms acquired him ; and that the United States of 
the Lonv-Countriis being the firft who have felt the 
Efit^fls of his Generoiity, they thought themfelves 
obliged to prevent others in the Earliaefs of their 
Application. Yefterday was pablifh*d the Peace be- 
tween France and the Emperor. 

I take my Cenge, moft Magnanimoas Vixier^ and 
Friend of Franc€^ in the hambleft Poilure of Adora- 
tion ; wifhing thee Honoar, Kiches, and ^leafores, 
which (hall have no End. 

Paris, zjth of the /^h Moon, 
of thitiar 1679. 



LETTER IX. 

7i Mehcmet, an ExiFd Eunuch, at 

Adaire in Egypt. 

THere ate certain Critical Periods in oar Lives, 
whether ordainM by Fate, or Ming out in 
an Eternal Cifcolation of Chances, I am not able to 
determine. But this I perceive. That at fuch Sea- 
fons,-^ fomething very Grange and unofual happens 
to OS, above, or befide the ordinary Coarfe of Na- 
tare ; or at leafl appearing fo to me. I will not pre- 
tend to unravel the Web of Deftiny ;. or defcribe the 
iacomprehenfiUe Finenefs of that Artifice, which 
has fram'd the. Worlds. I will BQt.Uipdertake to 

difcover 
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diicover the Secrets of God, the Myfteries of Na« 
tare, and thofe Things which are, under a Seal, fhat 
'op from Mortals in infcnitable Darknefs. I will 
not, by a vain Prefumption, and Impious Arrogance, 
claim to my felf the Right and Omnifcience, and 
dive into other Mens Conftitutions and Thoughts. 
SnfHce it, that I comprehend my own. 

Tho know*il, my Mehemef, that I have been a 
Man of many Circumfbincesy fubjedi to various 
Changes and Viciflitudes in this mortal State : My 
Life has been alternately chequei'd with Good and 
Evil. Virtue and Vice have had their Turns in the 
Series of my Anions ; Profperity and Adveriify in 
the Courfe of my Years : And I would fain find out 
the Man, that can with Truth boaft the contrary* 
Doubtlefs we are all born to the Adventures which 
happen in the Pell-Mell of Human Converiation. 
Fates-Errant encounter one another : Sometimes they 
are agreeable and complaifant ; at other Seafons they 
win clafh and tilt, break Lances, draw Swords ; and 
all the Weapons of Nature's Pride and Fury (hall be 
usM in mere Defence of Idto^crajies^ Conceits, 
Antipathies, Self-Intereft, Prefer vation^ or any Thing 
but what is generous and good. 

.0 horrid Statt of Men ! A Life to be deplored, 
beyond the falvi^ Courfe of JUons, Tygers, Wolves, 
and other Beads of Prey ; who always, in extremeil 
Hun^r, fpare their proper Species ? Yet Man in 
pn^^ Wantonnefs, devours his Brother^ and glories 
ui his Cruelty and Injuftice. " 

As for Unc, I have not been gmhy of any of tliefe 
black Crimes, which make a Riot in the Trantjuillit/ 
6f the Soul, diftlirb its Peace, darkea its Ifght,* and 
cover it with a Cloud of guilty, dclpcratc Thoughts. 
No: if I had been Enemy to any. body, it has 
been to my felf. The very~ Beads t:annot ^challenge 
me with'Opprefiidfn, or any barbarous Uiage ; mudl 
kfs would I toMentOrie lodividaal of our -Human 

Race. 



Vol VII L a Spy at Pa r i s. 143 

Race. Bat I have had my Fraihies as well as other 
Mea ; and there's all can be faid of it. Thou art 
atqaainted with my Temper ; and no body knows 
aay worfe. *Ti8 true, I have had to do with 
Abundance of People in my Life-time : I have Buird 
ie, I^o»*d, LambM, and fometimes FoxM it in the 
World. I have always puffn'd the Chace of Na- 
ture. Come Life, come Death, I have had no 
Baulks in the Appointments of Fate» or ever put 
the Eternal Deftiny to a Stand. I never hal^, 
boggl'd' or framed a StamUe, at a Generous and 
Noble A6lion, a Bold and God-like Enterprize. 
Bat, ^m my Cradle, I difdain'd and cherilh*d 
Infant Abhorrencies for an Inhuman, Barbarous, 
PeHidioos, Cowardly Thooght. 

Indeed, I have been too great a Lover of Good 
Company ; too eafy, flexible, and free in drinking 
Wine, and other inebriating Liqoursj whofe Ufe 
is taaght from Heaven, and is the Genuine Pro- 
dad of Eternal Reafon : But the Excefs is (me 
derivM from Heli, the Seat of Everlafting Evil, 
Vanity, and Error. And yet, to whom, or to 
what Caufe or Principles, (haU I afcribe the many 
Extravngandes of this kind, that I have com- 
mitted ? I ! that have fufier'd the Thaws of a 
Thoufand putrid Fevers; let all my Radical, Ef- 
fential, neceflary Juices and Humours, (tho* never 
fo wdl and firmly congeai'd, by the Foros of an 
Excellent ud Haj^ Conftitution ^f Body) melt 
and dtfibtve away, in horrid Ftuxes, Sweat, &r. 
imthcf than badk nsy Friends, or the Grand Signkr^B 
Caafe, itthet tieoi ibeftk away from Bo6n Com* 
panions, in a Principle of fordid Prudence I Te< 
fipeak all'; I atii M Starter from the Jnice of 
tlie Grape, when *tis hand^ to me by Men ci 
Senfe aad Good Humour ; efjpeciaily when it ia 
to ferve m)r Sovereign* And I know not how t6 
poform thait Se#Hiot better^ 4t 4om» Timeiii l^ait 

i . ^ -*: by 
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by giving Nature an Efiapade^ as the Fratcb cal]» 
it, from' the too fevere Reftraints of conftant Sobri- 
ety. I was not fent to P^^ris^ that 1 (hould kad the 
Life of an Ha^i ; bat to dive into the Secrets of 
the Infidels ; which a Man cannot do better, than 
over a Glafs of Generous Wine ; for that unlocks 
the Cabinets of the Heart, and reveals all Se- 
crets. 

I tell thee plainly, MtbtmeU I drink Wiqe libe- 
rally and frequently ; finding no Devil in the Qua- 
lity of it, but only in the Excefs. And fuch a Devil 
appear^ to me laft Week, in the Night-Time. I 
had carous'd it like a German for fome wh^ Days 
together, in order to the carrying on an Intrigue of 
Moment ; yet I found my feLf no ways diforderM ; 
neither could any body elfe perceive, by one hXie 
Step in my Carriage, that I was more than civilly 
and chearfully elevated. 

It was the hotteft Seafon of all the Year ; Which 
prompted me, and thofe that kept me Compa- 
ny, to regale our felves after the moft refrellung 
Manner we could invent. Our Drink was an Arti- 
ficial Mixture of the Wine, Water, the Juice of Li* 
mons, CXiorifisrous and Cephalick Herbs, Fruits, 
and whatfeever elfe could render it cooling and de- 
licious to the Palate, medicinal to the Brain, Heart, 
and Stomach. 

I will not detain thee in Impatience, with any 
more Particularities ; only I thought it necefiary 
to acquaint thee with the Method of my Drink- 
ing, that thou may^ft form the more accarate- 
Judgment on the Coniequence, which I am going 
to relate. 

' It was in the Evening of the Day dedica- 
ted tp Saturn by the GnOiles (whic;h is the 
fiune as the y^w/ Sabbath) i Our Drinking ended 
the-D^y belbre ; and I, ia a very melancholy^ 
Hniaoi)r, went, to Bed* I flcpt till Midnights 

profoundly i 
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profbandly ; but then awaking, I was furprized with 
the Apparition of an old Man much refembling 
my felf. He feemed to look very ftudious, and 
full of Care ; fitting in a Chaify and leaning on the 
Table, in juft fuch an Habit as I wear> with fuch a 
Beard, and every Thing that can be called my true 
Pourtraiture. I lay muting and gazing for the Space 
0/ twenty Minutes on this amazing Objed. I mufter- 
ed up all that little Phitofophy I am Mailer of, ta 
tonfider the Nature of the Phantafm. I argued with 
my felf, fummon*d all my Reafon, fubpcena'd my 
Senfes, fat up in the Bed, took my Pol vita, .reached 
my Head as far as I could, without tumbling out 
of. the Bed ; and the more I rouzed my felf, the 
plainer did this familiar Figure of my felf appear^ 
by the Light of a Lamp, which always burns in my 
Chamber. 

' Yet, being naturally incrednlous of the common 
Stories ofGhofts, Apparitions, Hobgobblins, ^c, 
I fiill fufped; that I was either all this while in a 
Dream ; or at leaft, if awake, that my Imagination 
was vitiated and impofed upon. Wherefore, to fa- 
tisfy my felf more thoroughly, I jumped out of 
the Bed. No fooner had my Feet touched the Floor 
of the Chamber, but a facred Horrour poflcfs'd my 
Nerves, I trembled at the now more apparent Vifion. 
However, refuming Courage, and refigning my felf 
to God, I went forward and approached fo near the 
uncouth Spedlre, that it was within the Reach of 
my Hand, which I flretched JForth to touch it, 
thinking thi? way to undeceive my felf. But, O my 
Mehemet / No Tongue nor Pen can ever exprefs the 
dreadful Metamorphofw I faw. For inftead of the 
feme Face which I faw ' before, my Eyes were now 
accofted with the dreadful Countenance of a Lion, 
gnafhing his Teeth, and darting perfedl Sparks of 
Fire from his Looks ; befides the horrid Twirling 

H of 
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of his H^ad* and manly Jhard j witli aQ the otkor 
natural Motions of that Animal in iu Fieroencfs* 

I know HOC what would have become of «ie, if 
ft good^natiirM Api had not come in 10 my Kslicf ; 
who p^^d and grinn'd npon me over the Lion*i 
Shotdders. Nay, thought I, if you are fi> merry 
In foch CoopftBy, I will not difbirb you» good Mr 
Jpe! Abd fa I feiriy took my JLeikve, turned my 
Backt and weatto Bed again. 

It is my Native not to be afraid, or (brink fzom 
t^ Imagination of a Ghoil or Spedre, or wlut yon 
f leafe to call it. (For I am &isfied» there is no 
more than pure Imaginadon in it.) But I retir\l 
in Complaifanoe to my own Fancy, which I per- 
ceived was upon the creative Frolick. Had I ftood 
ftill, perhaps a Dragw had ilarted next, or ibme 
more dreadful Animal. Or, it is poiiible, I had 
been terrified with a Herd of bfnxes^ Leopards^ 
^ers. Bears, and whatfoever elfe is lavage and 
mofofe in Nature. For I tell thee, I was then 
.in a Condition to paint the Walls with any Fi- 
gure, which fhottld rife within my over- heated 
Brains. 

At fuch a Time, there are Emiffions from the 
Eyes, forcible as the Pencils of a Limner. A Man's 
fermenTed optick Nerves will draw the Pourtraiture 
of Saints or Devils, or any Things that can be 
named, except the Everiafting SOURCE of all 
Things. 

He indeed is altogether inef&ble ; who cannot 
be exprefled by 7 ongue or Pen, or by any other 
Way, but humble >legatives. There runs a £lent 
Fountain by the Deptli of his tremendous and in- 
violate Recefs : Of which ,the cs^rate Angels drink 
^t certain fet appointed Seafons; and then the 
Univerfe is all inebriated with the Reveriion of 
his Cup. For it is the Ceremony of the Court 

above. 



Vol. VIII. a Spyaf^ AKis. 147 

above, that he ihould leave no Snufis of Supernacu- 
lum behind him ; bat fcatter them abroad, to treat 
^e thirfty World below. BlefTed is the Man who 
has a Share in this Cdeftial Compotation. 

Pardon me for thus digreffing in perfe^ Piety. For 
we ought not to name the High and Holy One with- 
oat additional Reverence^ 

In ihort, I lay but the Spac( of half an Hour ga- 
zing on this kind of Apparition, which had now re- 
fum'd sxny Phyfiognomy again : At laH it vaniihed 
all on a fudden, whilft i;ny Eyes were intently £xed 
upon it. It is impoilible to exprefs exadly the Man* 
ner how it difappeared. But according to the beft 
Idea, and propereft Form of Words I have, it feemed 
to be difperfed juft as a Smofik or Vapour is refolved 
or rarified into the purer Air, or as the Moon^s Light 
which ihines within your Chamber, is unawares extin- 
guiihed in Appearance by' fome intervening Cloud, 
So did this Speaure fade and melt away. 

If thou wilt have my Judgment in this Cafe, I 
think there is nothing in it but the pure Force an4 
Energy of my over-agitated Spirits ; which darted the 
Impreflion of their own Ideas on the next folid Body 
that was within the Sphere of their A^ivity. The 
Air it felfatfuch a Time is more than ordinary flexi- 
ble and dudile : It yields by Sympathy, and is confor- 
mable to the tranfient Image. It helps to patch up 
the Defers and ragged Forms of our frail Fancies. 
Millions of Atoms run to relieve the weaken'd and 
half fpent EfHux of their attractive and magnetick 
kindred Particles ; pell-mell they rufli together, yet 
fall into their proper Ranks without Diforder or Con- 
fufion. Every one (lops a Gap, prevents a Vacuum ; 
and fo the abortive Figure is compleated. Nature is 
fometimes pleafed thus to divert herfelf with flrange 
Chimera's. Even fo this World of ours was form'd, 
if we may believe Democritus and Efuurus, 
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Thou and I, my deaf Mihemei^ arc bat two dif- 
ferent Lumps of Particles, tack'd and AitchM, and 
glewM together, by the Birdlime of Chance. 

I wifh when that Glew fhall be diffolved, we may 
fcamper at large in the endlefs Element of Light. 

Paris, 3^ of the pb Maoris 
if theTear \t%\. 



LETTER X. 

To the Cadilefquer of Romeli. 



MY Mind is at this Time in aftral Difpoiition, 
as they call it, tender, and receptive of any 
Impreflions. 1 am like a young Libertine newly con- 
verted from his lewd Courfes and Impiety, whofe 
Heart a devout Compun6lion and Remorfe of Sin has 
foften'd, openM, and, as it were, diflblv'd like Wax : 
So that it becomes equally capable of any new Stamp, 
whether of Vice or Virtue. Thus pliable and dudile 
am I at prefent, through a kind of fatal Supinenefs 
or Inadiivity of Spirit, which takes from me the 
Power of forming one fubftantial, lively Thought of 
my own, or exerting any (Irong and laborious A£t 
of Reafon ; yet at the fame Time lays me open to the 
Invafion of all Foreign Ideas, and expofes me to be 
taken Captive by every bold Argument, or fly Am- 
bulh, of Human Sophiftry. In a Word, I am of a 
fudden fo weak and immortiiied, that I dare not enter 

the 
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tlie Field of Religious Cohtroveriies, or fo much asftand 
and behold the Battle between the different Sedls, that 
are perpetually difputihg againft one another in the 
World ; left a random Shot from one Party or other 
fiiould reach my unguarded Soul, and give my Intelledl 
a Mortal Wound. 

Forbearing therefore to enlarge in giving thee a partx^ 
cular Account of all the nice Differences that are of 
late Years fprung up among thefe Wefiern Infidels, \h 
Matters of Opinion and Church Difcipline; I will 
only inform thee in fhort, that thofe who firft revol- 
ted from the Bifhop of Romey ftill retained an invio*- 
lable Attach and dutiful Reverence for their own Na- 
tional Bifhops; fubmitting to their Condu^, and 
owning them as Fathers and Guides of their refpedUve 
Chjurches. 

But as there is no End of Diviiions, when once the 
Unity of a People is broken, which is the only Ce- 
ment that &ftens all Societies ; fo this firft Separation 
from the Roman Epifcopacy foon begat another from 
all Epifcopacy in general, through moft of the Re- 
formM or Proteftant Nations in Europe : Efpecially ill 
Scotland, the Theatre of many Bickerings and Ani- 
moixties on this Account; of bloody Combats and 
Civil Wars $ and finally, now in this Year, the Stage 
of a barbarous Murder committed on the Perfon of 
the Chief Mufti, or Archbifhop of that Nation. 

He was a Man of an accurate and extraordinary^ 
Spirit, and in his very Youth gave early Marks of a 
refined Geaios in Sciences ; to which he brought no 
fmall Reputation and Honour through the VaUnefd 
of his Abilities, bis profound Judgment^ and dextrous 
Sagacity in all iThings that he undertook,. 

This is- the Chartf^er given him by thofe of his 
Nation refident here in Paris, of whom there are 
always great Numbers ; and the Kings of France were^ 
fomicrly never without a feled Guard of Scots about 
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their Peifons : Which Caftem had ho&k obimtd eTCf 
£nGe the Reigns of Charles the Greai, a&d of Jehaius 
King of the Scotj ; between whom this waa agreed 
upon in folemn League, and was obierved through 
the Reigns of One and Forty Kings dFramcit and 
Six and Forty of Scotland, The Scots alfo ufed to 
fend them auxiliary Forces ia time of War. Nay^ 
ib great was the Af&^ion and fo confiant the Fidelity 
of that People to the French, that when at^ one timtf 
ft War has threaten'd France, they have drawn it into 
their own Country, have fttfier*d the lofs of Ten 
thouiand Men in one Battle, and feen ' their King 
taken Captive ; at another Time fighting ibr the 
French againft the Engli/h» though inhabiting the iiune 
Idand with themfelves, they have had fourteen thou* 
fand of their Soldiers, with their King, killed apoa 
the Spot. 

And that nothing might be wanting to confirm and 
cftablifh the Friendihp of the Nations } it was oufto* 
mary to make reciprocal Marriages one with another^ 
that fo the French and Scotch Blood might be mutually 
ffiix'd in both Countries. 

Thus LenMts XI,, when he was Dauphin of Frasui^ 
married Margaret^ Daughter of James I, King of 
Scotland. At which time, the Grandees and Cour* 
tiers oi France, in ImitatioB of the Dauphin^ ^ Exam* 
pie, (fuch is the Force oi French Complaifanoe) mar* 
ried above an hundred and forty Scotch Ladies of ilia- 
Urious Birth and Quality ; among whom were two 
Sifters of the Scotch Queen ; one becoming Wife (o 
the Duke of LUtk Bretagne, the other to the Count 
^Flanders. The Scotch Nobility on the other head, 
married many French Ladies of great Extradion tranA 
for^ngihtm to Scotland, where they fettled aftdbore 
Children. 
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The King of franet being moved with Gratitude 
fat the frequent Aids and good Offices they received 
itooi the ^cots ; * as alio regarding the Lof&s which 
the Scois had failain'd in their Qaarrels» and the 
ftri^ Affinities that were made between the Princes* 
Nobles, and other People of both Nations ; refoU 
ved to teftify to the World, how acceptable this Ob- 
iequioufnefs of the ^C9ts was to them, by honouring 
ihem with Benefits and Privileges above aH other 
Nations. 

Therefore ibme of the Scouh Grandees were made 
Great Con ftables of France ; which is the greateil 
Office and Dignity in the Kingdom, next to chat of 
the Sovereignty it felf. Others were made Marjhah^ 
Dukes and Peers of France^ Generals of the French 
Annies, Viceroys^f Tributary Provinces and King- 
doms. All the Sc9ts in general were had in high 
Honour and Efteem at the French Court, andenjoyed 
the £une Rights and Immunities as the very Natives 
themfelves, by the fpecial Grant of Henry II. But 
with this Condition, that they ihould perfevere in 
their Fidelity and Friendfhip to the French i and 
that the Freneb who dwelt in any Part of Scotland 
flioidd enjoy the fame Rights and Privileges as the 
Natives of the Country. The Parliament of Paris 
fnbfcribed to this Grant ; and it was confirmed by 
Jiinry IV, about the Year 1 599. 

likewife Charles XI confirmed to the Scotch Mer* 
chants, alt thofe Privileges and Immunities which their 
Anceftors had enjoyed : That they ihould be free 
from all Exactions, Impolb, and Cuftoms, which are 
nfnally .paid for Merehandiles. 

As to the Original Rife of the Scotch Guards about 
die Frmcb King^s Peribo, 1 will tell thee as brieA/ 
asltim. 



H 4 £^uv> ' 



1 52 Letters writ by Vol. VIII. 

Lenvis, who acquir'd the Title of Saint for warring 
in Perfon againft the Mujh/matu, when he marched 
towards PaUftint, appointed four and twenty Scotch 
Soldiers to have the Gaard of his Perfon Night and 
Day. Charles V augmenting their Number to 
feventy fix ; yet flill referving this Honour for the 
firft four and twenty, that they fhould have the Com- 
mand of the reft. 

Thus the Cuftody of tht King^s Body remained 
with the Scots for the fpace of feventy Years and up- 
wards, ^ut Charles VII being willing to oblige the 
French^ appointed a Guard of them to be about] his 
Perfon under one Standard; Lt'wis X added a- 
nother Standard ; and Francis I, adjoined a third : 
But without entrenching on the Prerogatives of the 
twenty four Scots^ which they ftili enjoyed by Right 
of Antiquity and Prefcription ; as alio by the San- 
ation of St LeuuiSy for whom the French profels a 
great Veneration. Thefe twenty four Scots kept the 
Keys of the Royal Palace after Sun-fet. They alone 
guarded the King when he was in the Temple at Mafi, 
They alone carried the King^ when the Laws of the 
Land, and the Ceremonies of State lequirM him to bo 
carried on Mens Shoulders. They guarded the Ship 
when the King went by Water. And to them were 
the Keys of every Town delivered thr^wgb which the 
King pafs*d in his Travels by Land, with many other. 
£ngttlar Honours. ' 

But after the Death of Henry II, when tikp £arl> 
of Montgomery^ the laft Commander of the Scotch 
Guards, was removed from his Office, aed a French 
Officer placed .over them in his Stead ; that- Com- 
mand always fell into the Hands of Frenchmen-, who 
by Degrees fubftituting thofe of their own -Nation ia 
the room of the ^^0// who died, it came to pafs at 
length that there remained but a very few Scots in the 
Guards, and thofe were bereft of all their ancient 
Privili^s. 

Pardon 
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Pardon this iedions IMgreffion, Giieat Patriarch of 
tiie Faichfti], fmce it contains feme curious Memoirs- 
in it ; and I naturally fdl into it by fpeaking of the 
ScoiSy who aref very numerous in Paris to this Day y 
and from whom I learnM the foregoing CharaAer of 
t3ieir murderM Archbifhop^ who was the Prime Pa^^ 
tciarch of all the I^d ; his ordinary Title being Arch* 
biihop of St 4ndre'w's, 

This great and higheft EccHeiiaftical Dignity wa» 
riven him by the prefent King 'Cf Ettgland, at his- 
Return from a Twelve Years Exile, as a Debt to his. 
Great Abilities, and a Reward of his Merits and Ser- 
vices, in labouring Might and Main to eiied the 
King's Reftoration. ^ 

From the Moment that he acquired this Honour,, 
foch as were equally Enemies to the Government of 
Kings and Biihops, perfecuted him with Slanders and 
InvedUves. The Streets fwarmM with Libels againft 
him, and Mens Tongues were as bufy as their Pens* 
in railing at him, becaufe he was refolved to en* 
deavour his utmoft, that Epifcopacy might be re* 
ftored in Scotland, as it was in "England y though it 
had been fubverted in both Nations, during the Ufur* 
pation of Qli'ver the Tyrant. It was this drew up* 
on him the Malice and Revenge of the Seditious i, 
and they fpared 'not> in Publick to< threaten Death- 
Nay, fome Years before he was murdered,, one of 
thefe Furiofo^s fhot at him in the open Streets of 
Edirdmrghi but mifs*d him. Then the Seditious pub* 
lilhed Libels, wherein they gloried in the Attempt,, 
and only were forry that it took not EfiedL They 
alfo prophelied that he ihould die a violent Death r 
And it was eafy for them to prefage this,, which theyr 
were refolved to execute themfelves. 

Accordingly in the 3d and 4th Moon6^of this Year^ 
they were ready to give the Fatal Blow, but his 
Watchfolneis prevented them. However j, on. the 3d) 
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of the Momi of Ma^^ as he wu traveUii^ with his 
lEIdeft Daughter in his Coach, with Two or Three 
Servants attending hi]n» he was fet upon at Mid-day 
by Nine of the& Religious Ruffians ; who havinc 
Brft wounded his beloved Daughter, to enhanfe his 
dying Grief, then hacked and hew'd him in a 
Butcherly and Barbarous Manper» till at length thejr 
left him dead on the Spot. 

Venerable Cadikfyner^ I pray God defend thee 
from popular Envy, Malice, and Revenge ; from the 
Wounds given by the Pens of Libellers, and the 
Tongues of the Spightful. But, above all, I piay 
tieaven guard thee from being nuiffiicred by Keli* 
gious Aflafiins, and bloody Zealots. 

Faris, X'fth eftht gih MfW, 
rf ibt Tear 1079. 
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Sri HebatoIIa, Mir Argum^ Superior t^f 
the Dervifes at Cogni in NatoUa. 

DOobtlefe, there never wfts any Creatare form^ii 
•f Flefii and Blood comparable to the Meffias : 
No Mortal like the* Son of Mary, Jefus, was re- 
plwAi^d with all the Natural Excellencies and Per- 
Mtioss of the Univerfe. 

I anEi not fo prophane or prefumptttous, as to thmfe' 
or fty any Thing in Contempt of Mahomei r tho' I 
take the Liberty to celebrate the high Praifss of the 
Wond Incarnate, the Pirft-bom, and moft Illuftrious* 
•# all Beings, m this Side the Eternal Father. 7bt 
Mafy Ghofi it ft If comes behind him. 

When the Everlafting Intelled had from Indeter^ 
»inate Ages lain dreaoiing on the ^ft and downy 
Bed of C H y^ O ^, or the Firft Matter, in the Grand 
OaJbin of uncircamferibed Darkne^, and enveloped 
with the fhady Curtains of oW NIGHT: When 
he had tamUed, tofs^^ and rowPd from fide |to fide : 
When he had ftretch'd his Endlefs Limbs for Eafe» 
to feek one Corner of the Infinite Expanfe, where he 
night abate the Sempiternal Heat of Love } at lad 
he fix*d his Foot Open the cool Idea of this World 
ef ours. 

Then fprang the WORD from the all-fertile 
Wenb. The melancholy fad Ahyft rcjoye'd ; for^' 
in the WORD was Light and Life ; which dart- 
ing through the Eternal Heap of fluggifh and an* 
aftive MATTER, with Divine Chymiflry, firft 
drew as Extract of the pared Parts wMch form'df 
the Firmament Next rofe the Sun, the Moon, an<^ 
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Stars ; and then the grofler Elements with all their 
different Prodafiions. 

TheTe are the Generations of the Univelfe ; when 
God made the Heavens and the Earthy and the An- 
^Is darted out of the Grand Energy like f^olatiig 
Sfirits from Balne9 Maria, 

All Things Vifible and Invifible proceed from^ the 
W O'R D ; and the moft excellent of created Beings 
owe their Originals to H I M, that was the only In- 
ilrument by which the Eternal « Architect: €<Hitny'd 
and {nsxCd this vafk Machine, fo Incomprehenfiible 
«nd Glorious. 

. O Uebatolia I Who can enough admire this migh- 
ty Produfl of the Eternal Mind ? And yet the great* 
eft and moft excellent Theatre of Beings is hid from 
Mortal Eyes* Therefore leaving thofe high and loft^ 
^pecqlationsy let us defcend to the Word Incarnate, 
or the Breath of God, walking and converiing on 
£arth with Men^ in the humble Difguife of Fle(h and 
Blood. The fame was the Mijfuu of the Chriftians^ 
au the Alcoran in feveral Places afTures us. And the 
Chriftian Gofpel of the Eagle copfirms it, where it 
iays, In the B^inning *was. the WO R D, and the 
JP^O R D lAias n»itb God, &c. and the WO RD he- 
€iime Flejh^ and pitched bis Tent among us. 
. Doubtlefs he €was concei^ued of the Virgin Mary by 
tlie fnicll of a Rofc, whkh the Angel G«^r/V/ brought 
^rif l^^^ Paradife. For, he was not begot by the 
_VV ill of Man, or through the Luft of Concupifcencc j 
but by a fuddcn Infufion of the Divine Virtue. The 
^oiuerofthe Omnipotent o<verjhadohutd, fur prized, and 
r* ^ .1 '^^^ ^^^ ^^'^ '^ a Tranfport of Joy ; fhc 
^^ hn^*" Slower from the Hand of Gahrial, which 
iSfvran^'i- •*'''' ^"™«lt to, but ftie was ready to dif- 
^n/el ch. -^' T'^^y i° ^^ ^^^0^ ^^ Lovr^But the 
^le becami^ ^^ ^^' with comfortable Words, and 
»«d Grl^Zs"!^^^^^^^ '"^ ^^^ ^'^ ^^ ^^ All^mertiful 

M 
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At the End of Nine Months Je^us wsts 4bopii o^ her, 
not after the Manner mi otheii Children. For as the 
Book of Myfterious Secrets tells os, Hi cdtne forth 

from bet'wettt her Breafisy «wrapt up in a ManiU of Ar9^ 
matick Rofes. ' ' ..... 

The Daughters of Paradije came down and waited 
•n the Firgtn.Mother^ at the Hour of her unfpeakable 
Child-Birth. They took the mfy Itfant in their 
Arxns« and over the Vefhire ofhis Nativity they put 
on Garments brought from Eden: Robes of their 
own Handy-work. And then they fed him with the 
Wine and Milk of Paradife. After they had per* 
formed what was neceflary to the Infant Meffiasy and 
his immaculate Mother, the Heavenly Maids re- 
turned to their bliisfnl Seats above ; and fent down 
Ariel with a Choir of Angels, to decla.re the Birth 
of Jefu$ to this World below, and to celebrate the 
High Praifes of God. They were feen in the upper 
Regions of the Air, by certain Shepherds; who watch'd 
their Flocks by Night. Their Voices were alfo heard 
from afar, chanting aloud the Hymns of Eden^ and 
the feledt Anthems of Paradife. Great was the Aflo- 
niihment of thofe rude and ignorant Mortals : Theif 
Eyes were dazzlM at the Luftre of the Heavenly 
Troops, and their Ears were raviihM with the fuper- 
htive Swcetnefs of the Mufick. Thtofe that were 
upon the Roads of Judea, the Caravans of Arabia^ 
Syria, and Egypt, the Travellers^ from Dama/cus, 
^re, and Sidon, faw the furprifing Vifion, they were 

" equally fciz'd with Wonder and Joy. They heard 
the harmonious Tongues of Angels warbling forth 
immortal Melodies. Then their Hearts melted with- 
in them,, and they proftrated themfelves on the Earth, 
and praisM the molt High, the King of all things. 

The Fame of fuch Extraordinary Events foon fpread 
through the adjacent Regions,, and to the utmell Bor- 
der of the South, The Magi of Perfia made a Pilgri- 
mage to Beth/em^ to vifit the Infant MeJ^as. They 

fell 
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f<dl dovm at tbe Feet of tke Holy Babe» fre^it^ 
Aim wih Ciftu GM^ Jmca^, mnd M^b, 

Thai Jffia grpw a^» imcnafi^ im Wtpkm^ Kmwiy- 
h^t, miiVirtm. 

I will not ran over tbe Hifiory of his Lile, haiF- 
iiig done that alfcadij im one of my fimner Letters to 
tiiQB. An that I aim at ia this Dilpasehy in to Stftiiy 
liie proAKMid Vcnoation I have far that moft lAx^^ 
Prophet, who was no o^er than the BR BATH 
«Mi WORD of God locaniale. It becoaea all 
Good hbtgulmmu to fpeak of him with Hooour and 
RdTvcicnee 2 for he is (bocd oa High, and ia Fkisdife 
where are the Approachet to God. 

O Bdai^lU! pn)r fer Makmui, that tko Sntim- 
f^cattfnts of this Mortal Life mkj not hinder him 
Som fitting with Ji/m and MaboaM in the 
Awu of Everlaftiog Bliii. 

Fsris, \^tb oftbe lOtb Mtffa, 
rf tbe Year 1679. 
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The Name of the King who tei^i thereat pi^ 
fent is Cbarkf H, ^Ideft Soa of CUrks I, tnd Hdr 
Apparent of the Britifil? Crowns. For^ his Empirt 
ccniiifta of Three Kingdoms which he h^ in afioal 
Pofleffion ; be&les many raft Territories and Domi- 
oaons in Anuricu^ not to ipfift on his Titufaur Claim 
to the Realm of Fr^na, 

He is a Prince of great Wit and Policy i nor tt 
kfs Courage, where a ]v& OcSgifiQH i«q«ai«s the Dif- 
^very of that Virtue. He underwent innmaefablo 
Hardihips and Misfortnnes during his Twelvie Vean 
Exile from his native Throne, forced to fiy into 
Foreign Countries hy a prevailing Fa^ion of Rebels, 
Tyrants, aM Ufnrpers. Of Humour Debonair, and 
Amorous: Much addi^te^ to Wine and Women: 
Munificent in his Gifts and Rewards to Perfens of 
Merit, and to thofe who hgye the H^ppinefs to 
pleaie him in his Recreations ; efpecially to his Con- 
cubines, who are moft of them nobly extrai^fd. By 
thefe Females he has had feveral Sons, who are all 
Dukes and Peers of the Realm* He is in Peace with 
all the World abroad, except the Mfns of SulUi : 
Yet this Prince cannot be called Happy, in that he 
is harrafs^d at Home by Domeflick Seditions, Fac^ 
tions. Plots, and Confpiracies of his own Snbjeds. 

Here is a Report, that the Reman CmtboUch of 
that Nation have lately attempted to take away the 
Life of this Monarch : Whilft others fay, this Accu- 
lation is forg*d by their Enemies, to render them 
odious; and that to this £ad, they have fuborn*d 
£ilfe Witnefles to fwear againft them. One does 
not .know what to believe among U^ many contrary 
Rumours. Neither does it much concern us that 
are MuffulmoMs^ whether Party of thefe Infidels be 
right or wrong. 

This Prince, as I have faid before, has feveral 
Nations nnder his Dominion ; and 'tis thought he 
fcarce knows the juft £xtent of his Territories in 

Anurica. 
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Amifica. Tkere is a R^on in that Cbntinent in- 
habited by a Peofde whom the)P> call Tufiorards an(F 
Doegs, Their Language is the fame as is fpoken hy 
the Briiijh^ or Wilfh ; a Nation that formerly^ 
pofiels'd all the Hland of Great-Britainy but were 
Vf degrees driven out of it into a Mountainous Cor- 
ner of the Ifland, where their Pofterity remain to 
dfis'Dayj; 

Thofe Tujhri^d*s and Boegs of Jmerica are dionght 
to deicend &om them/ being thePofterity offuch-at 
IbllowM the Fortune of one Mddoo, a Britijh Prince; 
who, about fiiw or fix Hundred Years ago, beings 
difcontented at Home. rdblvM to feek Adventures 
Abroad. Wherefore being provided with Ships and 
all other Neceflariesy he made a Voyage tow^ds the 
Wefi over the AtlanthkOoaxky not knowing what 
would be the Event of his Undertaking. However, 
the Moon had fcarce twice compleated her Vo3^ge 
through the Ts^iiack^ when an End was put to hiff 
on the Sea, by landing in America ; where he plant- 
ed a Colony of BrUoms, and then returnM to his 
Native Country. But foon after he put to Sea again, 
and failed dire^ly to the fame Pkce. What became 
of him afterwards is not certainly known : But the 
Inhabitants of that Province have a Tradition, ^af 
he IvnPd to a great Age, and fenx) his People muUiphfdto 
mawf ^Tboufands before he died. For the Second 
Voyage he carried over Britijh Women with him for 
the Sake of Pofterity. They ihew his Tomb to 
this Day ; with Beads, Cracifixes, and other Re- 
Hcks. 

It is certain. That when the Spaniards firft con- 
querM Mexico, they were furprizM to hear the Inha- 
bitants difcourfe of a Strange People,^ that formerly* 
came thither in Corraugbs, who taught them the 
Knowledge of God, and of Immortality ; inflru^ed 
*hcm alfo in Virtue and Morality, and prefcribM 
Holy Rites and Ceremonies <^ Religion. It is^ remark- 
able 
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able alfo, what an Indium King faid to a Spaniards 
was. " That in foregoing Ages a ftrange People arrivM 
there by Sea, to whom his Anceflors gave Ho- 
fpitable Entertainment ; in regard they found them 
Men of Wit and Courage, endued alfo with 
many other Excellencies : but he could give no 
Account of their OrigTnal, or Name." And Man- 
tixuma. Emperor oi Mexico ^ told Fernando Cortex^ 
the Spanijh King*s AmbafTador, and Genera] in thofe 
Farts, ** That his own Anceilors landed there as 
•* Strangers, being conduced by a certain great 
** Man ; who tarried there a while, and then depart- 
** ed, having leff a confiderable Number of his Fol- 
'* lowers behind him. After a Year, he returned 
again .^with a greater Company ; and that from 
Him the Emperors of Mexico dcrivM their Pe- 
digree, and his Subje£ls from the reft.^^ The^r/- 
tifl^ Language is fo prevalent here, that the very 
Towns, Bridges, Beads, Birds, Rivers, Hills, ^r. 
arc called by Britijh or Weljh Names. And a cer- 
tain Inhabitant of Virginia (a Place fubjedl to the 
King of Great Britain) draggling not long ago into 
the Wildemefs, by chance fell amongd a People, who, 
according to fome Law or Cuftom of theirs, 
condemned him to Death ; when he, in the Hearing 
of them, made his Prayer to God in the Britijh 
Tongue ; upon which he was xeleasM. 

Who can tell the various Tranfmigrations of Mor- 
tals on Eartlr, or trace out the true Originals of 
any People? The whole Globe has fuiferM divers 
Changes ; and every particular Nation has had its 
Metempj^cbofis, What grows obfolete and antiquated 
in one Country, becomes a new Difcovery in a- 
nother. The Hoafes of the Living are built on the 
Bones of the Dead. Children lay the Founidatioa 
of their Grandear in the Ruin of their Fathers. And 
the Generation to come will pra^ife this Chymidry^ 

oa 
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OB ow Rrficks, tbn are warn Ji^mg : Tliey will ex* 
tnft dMir Fortuae oat of oar AfiKf. 

Sy the wkite Stooe whidi JiUim Inoi^bt witk him 
oot of Paiadife, and whkh fell bf Inheritance to 
A^abmm^ IJmmd^ and his Oflipiing for ever ; that 
Sioae which at this THj lies ooder tlie Mafpte at 
Muoh 9sA grows black bj the Toach of Smnen ; 
I fwcar, the Jrmtiams aie an Jbmrigaud People, a 
Nation eAablilh*d from all Antiqaicy ; a fiay*d Race ; 
Botcaated op and down, hither and thither, by every 
Gqnrice of Fortone. 

Wherefore be affiired, noUe ^«^, that }adu^ 
my partiaUar Obligations, I honour thee for the 
Sake of thy Defoent, and porifyM Blood, and paci- 
ikk Temper : Wiflung for nodiing more ardently^, 
than theHapineft of lafling the Border of thy Veft 
in this Life, or at Icaft offering thee in the fkndife 
of perpotoal Reft, from whence there are no ftriher 
TiaDfmigntioQS. 

BariSf zJoftiiiithMom, 
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LETTER XIII. 

To the Moft Magnanimous and Invin- 
cible Vizir Azem. 



IN the 4th MoDtt of this Year, I fent thee an Ac- 
cpant of the Treaties concluded and publiflied 
between Frawi and the H^llandint at alfo of a Peace 
cftaUiihM with the German ^m^yst. Now I ihall 
acquaint thee, that a like Agreement \& publiihed 
with Spain, The two haughty Monareha feem per« 
icQ^y reconciPd } and to convince the World that 
they are ip really, the King of Sp^n has married thii 
King*s Daughter. 

The Marquis d$ Balha/a made his Publick En* 
try into Paris on the 1 1 th of the 6th Moon, in Qua- 
lity of Ambailador Extraordinary from the Caibolick 
King ; and his chief Bufineis was, To teftify the ftncetg 
Joy and Satisfa^ion his Mafter fook in the Hopes hi 
pad offeeii^ a lafiit^ Peace fittled^ not ont^ hetnMen 
thefi tn»)o Crowns, but al/o tbroughoni Europe ; thai 
Jo the Chriftian Princes, iohofe Arms bad keen hithertd 
empiofd againfl one another, to tht general Detriment 
^ChriHeodom, might nonn he united againfl the Com^ 
man Enemf i hy nvhich he means the Faithful Ofmans* 
In order to this, he defiredthat the Daughter ofFmnos 
might he given to his Mafier in Marrie^e^ as a Con* 
firmation of the Peace between them. 

T£is was foon granted him ; and the News was no 
£)oner arri?*d at Madrid, but the Spant/b King ex« 
prefs'd a more than common Clompkcency ; casing 
their T E D EVM to be pubUckfy fung, to give God 
Thanib/or Jo great a Happinefi. The Streets of Madrid 
were illuminated adfo with all manner of Fire- works i 
but the Ceiemony of Betrotjiing waa not pcrfiDrsied 

till 
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till the 8th Moon. It was done at FontainhUaity the 
Court being there at that Time, and the Marquis de 
BaWafes was the King of Spain^s Proxy. After which 
time, Madamoifelky as they called her before, held 
her Rank at Court as Queen of Sptdn : And in that 
Qualify ihe received the Compliment^ and Addref- 
fes of the Archbifhop of Paris, at the head of his 
Chapter ; as alfo of the Parliament, the Chamber of 
Adcompts/ the Court of Aids, the Court of Money s» 
the Univeriity ; and fo of the great Council, and the 
French Academy. Now, this Great Princefs is gone 
towards Spain, to take PoiTeffion of her New Roy- 
alty, which is no better than a fplendid Servitude, 
or glorious Imprifonment during her Lifr. For the 
Laws and Cuftoms concerning Women are as feverely 
obferved in the Court of Spaift, as in any Part of that 
Country ; and the Queen her felf is no more exempted 
fix)m keeping them^ than the meaneil of her Subje&. 
There are certain fet Hours, out of which (he can- 
not fee fo muck as the King himfelf. For his Time 
is parceird out^ and divided between the Service of 
the Publick, and of his own perfonal Neceffities ;. 
the A&irs of State, of Religion, and of Nature. 
So that the Queen mud be altogether fhut up from 
the Sight of Men ; unlefs it be when any AmbafTador 
has. Audience of her, or when fhe goes to Church, 
or to fee the publick Sport of Bull-baiting, with 
fuch like, Spedades ; or, laftly, when her Confeffhr 
comes to vifit her. At other times, (he is only a 
Companion of Women, a mere Reclufe, chamberM 
up in her own mela.ncholy Apartment, without the 
Liberty of ranging the Palace. Whereas, in France , 
the Women convert with Men, and go abroad when 
they pleafe, with an unreftrainM Freedom. They 
difcourie of State-Matters, and of Religion : They 
Undertake to cenfure both Civil and Canon Laws, 
CorreA Philofophy, and reform the Morals of the 
Aatients. ia a Word,, the French -Ladies take a 

particular 
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particalar Pride in appearing very Learned and Know- 
ing, as if they had been educated iit the Academies. 
They alfo go a Hunting, Hawking, Fifhing, and 
Powling, even as the Men. There is hardly any 
Game or Exerdfe, Study or Recreation, which is 
not common to both Sexes. Whereas the Spanijh 
Females are kept in Igndrance, and have no more Li^ 
))erty that Captives. Only, as I faid, the Queen is 
permitted to fee the Bull-baitings ; but it muft be in 
Company with, her Huiband, as well as other 
Ladies. 

This celebrated Sport of Baiting, or Coarfing the 
Bull, is fo well known to thee who haft been an 
Eye-witnefs of it at 7»»//, and other Cities oiBarhary^ 
that I need fay no more of it, but to obferve, that the 
Spaniards firft learn'd it from the Moors^ when thofe 
Africans dwelt among them, having conquerM that 
Kingdom. 

But to return to the fervile Life which the Queens 
of Spain lead. They are obliged to go to Bed at a 
certain precife Stroke of the Clock every Night ; with 
this only Difference, ^hat it is an Hour later in Sum^ 
mer than in Winter. Befides her, there is no other 
Marry'd Woman fuf!er*d to lie in the King's Palace ; 
fo that the Queen is attended only by Virgins, or 
Widows, Neither can fhe her felf ever -marry again 
after the King's Death. And fo' naturally jealous 
arc the Spaniards of their Wives, that if the Queen 
is\\% into any Difailer, by Chance or Confpiracy, as 
to be thrown down by her Gennet, even to the break- 
ing of her Limbs, and Hazard of her Life ; none of 
her Pages, nor any other Man whatfoever dares to 
lift her up, or any other way ailift her ; nay, not fo 
much as by (lopping the Horfe, if he fhould drag 
Jicr in the Stirrup. Judge now. Magnificent F/jszV, 
whether it be not a defirable Thing for a French Prin- 
cefs to be made Queen of Spain f A Princefs bred up 
in a Court abounding with all forts of G.enteelne€es, 

Gallantries, 



1 66 LeHers writ by Vol. VIII. 

Gallantritf/ aivd 4eligbtfiil Liberties, muft ncedt 
(hink her felf in a MonaAery, or ibne worfe Plaos 
of CoDfiACfnenc, after ihe has been but a Day or two 
in the Court of Spain. But JReafont of State fuper- 
ii^de all thefe iBConvcoicocies. 'Tis the peculiar Un- 
happinei^ of the Princes here in the Wtjt^ that they 
marry for Intereil more than for Love. 

There is another M^h going ferward betweeii 
the Dauphin Qlfrofut^ and Princefs • Annd-tAaria Ft" 
Bforit ^fler^o the Duke ofBa^atua. Thefe Infidels 
are uniting their fcatter*d Strengths and Interefts. It 
looks a^ if they bad fome fecret Defigni againil the 
True BtUeturs. 

Illuftrious Prince of the Princes who ferve the Grand 
Signior, 1 pray that the Empire of the Faithful may 
be exalted^ ^d (laod iirm till the Angel of the C«v# 
found his Trumpets 

Paris, lotb of the i zth Moon, 
of thiYear 1679. 
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LETTER XIV. 

T^o the Venerable Mufti. 

TH A T I may give thee a clearer Idea of Rome*s 
Original, it is necedary to Hep farther back* 
ward in Antiquity ; and caft our Eyes on the Ruins of 
Trty, (et on Fire by the Greeks, and laid in Aihes, 
after a War of ten Years, to revenge the Rape of 
Helena, Wife to M^enelaus, whom Paris the Trojan 
Prince, and Gueft to Menelaus, carried away witff 
him by Force. 

From the deplorable Flames of Troy, Anterior and 

^neai efcapedj a^d got to Se^ : The former being 

^ forced 
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iotoai \>y Difirels of Weatber on that P^rt <tf fymfy; 
wiiich is nov^ under the Dommion of Fmia, where 
he built Padaa\ The hitter came with a Fleet of two 
and twenty Ships to Latium, now cailed Camfagna di 
Roma, and St P//#r*s Patrimof^, being the £&te of 
the Church. 

At that Time, Latiuus, the Son of Faunuiy or, as 
ibne by, ofHercuieiy reign'd in Latium ; before whom 
^ere had been but foor Kings in th^ Country. Thofe 
vere Janus, Saiumus, PUus, and Taumtsi Whilft 
yams reien'd, Saiuru being exfclV4 by hw Son Ju'^ 
fiter, fled to liafy ; where being hofpitably reoeiv*d» 
he built a Caftle, calling it after his own Name ^a- 
ttitJiia. At length he obtained the Kingdom of Latium i 
which he left to his Son Picas, and he to Faunas. 

In his Time, Evander failed out of Arcadia, and 
came to ha}^, iixty Years before the DeftrudUon of 
Jry. . He built a Town called Palladium, where 
afterwards Rome was built. Much about the fame timey 
the Piiagians went out of Theffafy into Epirus and Do- 
dona firft ; and then paffing over into Itafy, join'd 
themielves with the jiboriginal Arcadians, who were 
got thither before them. Thefe united their Forces, 
and expeird the Sicilians from the Country, who 
pafling over to Trinacria, or the IHand of Thru Capes, 
ffitve it the Name of Sicilia, which it retains to this 
Day. When Evander had been five Years in Itafy, 
Hercules, with aComp^y of Gr^^/ii, landing on the 
£uiie Shore, was kindly entertained by him. 

At length the Kingdom of Latium fell to Lafinus, in 
whofe KelgnASneas came thither ; and having enterM 
into a Le^ue with Latinus, maisryM his Daughter 
Lavinia ; From whofe Name, he called a Town 
which he built in thofe Parts, Lavinium, Then Ikr^ 
nus. King of the Rutuli, being angry that Latinus 
had given his Daughter to a Stranger, rather than to 
])im who was a Native, and to whom (he was before 
i^troth'd, invaded his Country. £ut the Rutuli 

were 
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^vere overcome in Battle, and both Tumus and Latinui 
loft their Lives : So that the Kingdom fell to ^n$as. 
But he enjoy'd it not long ; for the Rutuli^ at three 
Years end came againft him, under the conda^ of Me* 
xenfius King of the Tyrrhenians ^ now calPd To/cans, And 
jEneas being kilPd in the Battle^^ his Son Afcanius 
took PofTeffion of the Kingdom. He having made 
Peace with Mezentius^ and quellM the reft of his £ne- 
miesy built a City which he callM Long Alba^ the 
30th Year from the Building of Laminium, In this 
City of Long Alha^ there reign*d after Afcanitts foor- 
teen Kings, even to the Time of Romuius^ and the 
Foundation of Rome, The fourteenth of thefe Kings 
was Amulius^ who over-reach*d his Brother Numitor, 
to whom the Kingdom belongM by right of Primo* 
geniture. And to be fecure of all Things, he made 
SyMa, the only Daughter of Numitor^ a Fefiali that 
he might have no Fear of Numitor'^ Pofterity. Yet 
Salvia was got with Child by fomebody, and broaght 
forth Twins, who were called Romulus and Remus. 
Thefe were exposM to the wide World by the Com- 
mand of King Amulius ; and privately noariftiM by 
Fauftulusy till they came of Years. Then being informM 
of their Birth and £xtra6lion, with the true State of 
Things, they flew Amulius^ and reftorM their Grand- 
fether Numifor to his Kingdom : in the fecond* 
Year of whofe Reign, Romulus built the City of 
Rome, 

In the eighteenth Year of his Age, Romulus was 
ialuted King, when he had kilPd his Brother Remus^ 
for leaping in Contempt over the Ditch he had made 
round the City. Thus he confccratcd the Fortifica- 
tions of the City with his own Blood. Bat all 
this while Romulus had built but the Ihadow of a City, 
fince there were no Inhabitants to people and defend 
it. However, he quickly pitch'd upon a Method to 
fopply this Defeft. There was a Grove hard by, 
which he made a Sanftuary for all Perfonsin Diftrefs, 

and 
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and who were wiliing to make their Fortunes upon 
Hassard. This was prodaimM in the neighbouring 
Regions; and an innumerable Multitude ofCrimi- 
ittlsy Debtors, and Malecontents^ flocked thither 
from an Parts ; befides Shepherds, and other Perfons» 
who only, through a natural Inconftancy, foaght a 
Change of Life. So that there was a Gallimaufry of 
Tro/ans, who came over with JEneas ; oi Jrcadians^ ' 
who foUow'd Evander ; and of feveral other Nations ^ 
beiides the Natives of ^o/eany and Ldtium: Oat of 
thefe, as out of fo many Elements, ^^^tfi^jextradled 
the Body of a Commonwealth. But he coniidered 
withal, that this new Repoblick could not fubfift be- 
yond the Age and Lives of thofe Men who formM 
jt ; they being without Hopes of Pollerity, as having 
no Women among them. To provide for this In- 
conveniency, they treated with the bordering People 
about Marriages : which being denied them; they 
had Kcourfe to Stratagems and Violence. They in> 
vited the Sabines and other Neighbours to come and 
fee fome Plays, which they promifed to exhibit in 
Honour of Neptune, 

The Bait took ; and Multitudes of both Sexes 
elpedally the Younger Sort, throng'd thither to be 
Spectators of the Reman Novelties. When on a fud- 
den, a certaih Signal being given, the Romans leapM 
from their Places, and ruming among the Strangers, 
every Man feized the Female that bed pleafed him, 
or that drft came to Hand, and made her hir Wife. 

This was the Caufe of fpeedy Wars : For the 
neiehbourittg People, who had been thus robb*d of 
their Women, took up Arms to revenge die Inju- ' 
ry. But they were routed, pat to flight, and one 
of their Towns laid wafte^ The Romans alfo' took 
rich Spoils from them, which they confecrated (9 
their dods. 

In the mean time, the City of Rome was delivered 
into the Hands of the SMnes, by Tltrpeia a Virgin ; - 

I who* 
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wJtiQf a& fonie bj, wa« corrupt^ with Gold, by 
TatJus, tte Captain of the Sabin^si whilft others af- 
firm, that ihe. did it innocentlyy apd with a Defign 
tQ &ve. the City» inflead of belying it. For me • 
afk*d a» a. Ri;war4 of her fappofed Treafpii> the 
Sl^ields of the Sabims ; thinking that b^ing thus in 
par.t dilariBedA they might .eafily be overcame by the 
Komfitfu, Bttt they» fen£ble of her Stxatagem, pro- 
su&d what (he demanded ; and performed it ac- . 
cdrdingly ; but in fuch a Manner, as. plainly dif- 
coverM their Revenge of an Injory^ rather than their 
Gratitude for a ^ndnefs : For they threw their . 
SKi^ds fo thick uppn her» that they prefs'd her to 
rjeath. 

. Then entring the City peU>mfU, th^re comvienc^d . 
a furious Battle between the Romans, and th^ SaUnn* 
The Streets flow'd with Blood, 'till the ,Wives of the 
RpmoHs, for whofe Sake this War began* came tear- 
ine their Hair, and xunniog between the. two AnaieSj 
atlength brought them to a T/uce and Agreement, 
Then a foleoin League was made between . R^muht 
and 'tatius. And what is more wonderful^ the^^i-* 
bines leaving thejr Native Seats, capie with all their 
Wealth to live, in Rome ; communipiting Pari of . 
their Bichea to their Sons-in-Law, by way of Dowry. 
The Forces of the Romans being thus increafed by 
the Accefiion of the Sabimst ^«r»4»^. applied himlelf 
to the Publick Adminiftration with all Care and . 
Policy. He appointed the Youth to be alwaya in 
.Arms on Horie-back^ that they, might be confUi|t}y 
upon their. Guard, an^ ready equipped ags^inft thtt • 
•Surprizes of War: That the, Chief Coun^.of the 
4Conunohwealth fliould confift of the Seniors ; who 
were called Fathers for their Authority, and Sena- 
tors for their Age. 

Affairs being thus difpofed, one Day, when, there '. 
«vfs a full Senate*. Romsfli^ htys^ piefiilit)> was on a 
luddea taken.from j^hei^ Sig^i Samft. thii^ .he waa - 

murdei'd 
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murderM by Confpiracy, and cat into fmall Pieces by 
the Senators : Otiien iky;» he vtsa pbifoftM. But 
the geneial Report was, that he was Deified. 
Julius Proculus was the Author of this ; who taking 
Notice that there aroie a violent Tempeft at tlS 
fame Inllant that Romulus diStppeared, and that the 
Sun was juft then edipfed^ infinuated to the People^ 
that Romulus was become a God. Nay.^ he took aa ^ 
Oadi, that he iaw him in a moch nfore Atigtift 
Form, than whiUb'he was a Mortat : And' cHat i^9- . 
muhs commanded them to adore him for a God; 
affirming that he was caRed' ^irinui in Heaven ; 
and afTuring them, that Rdme fhould'conc^aef tht 
whole Earth. 

Numd Pompilms {acdcedtd Romulus, beiifi^ invited 
to the Kingdom by the \R^iw4«^, who'hacFa Vene- 
ratien for him on the bare Fame of his Sandlity and 
Religion. He taught them Holy Rites and Cere-' 
mollies, with whatloever pertained to this Worfhip of 
the Immortal Gods. He divided the Year into Twelvie * 
Months, and appointed the Holy-days. He ordained' 
the Pontiffs f Jaguts, SaRi, with other Ranks of 
Prieftsl He gave theih the AnctU'a^ and Palladlump 
which came down from Heaven : And' he inflituted' 
the Vedal'Fire. In a Word, he perfuaded them^ 
that whatfbever he taught them, he received from' 
the Goddefs JEgoria. And this wrought' fo effica*' 
croufly on the Minds of the rude and ignorant People^^ 
that they came at length to govern that Emjpire with 
Juftice aiid Religion; which they got by Robbery' 
and Oppitffion. 

Prince of the Mtfii% 1 will j^efcrve khe reft of the 
Jloman Hiftory for another Difpatch. 

Paris, gth of the zd Moou^ 
cf tie Tear i6So» 

Iz LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 

To William Voipel, a Reclufe of Au- 

ftria. 



TH Y M Letter appears magifterial and peremp* 
tory^ like a Summons from the Inquifition. 
Thou reqoireft an Account of my Faith, and what 
Idea I have of Religion ; fufpedUng that I am incli- 
ned to Herefy. This proceeds from the Freedom I 
formerly took in difcouriing againft the Pope^s la- 
£dlibility, the newly canonizM Saints, and the Doc- 
trine of fu Salivation $ut of the Roman Church, I fee 
thy Zeal makes thee peeviHi and morofe. Indeed 
it is a Grace that -foon turns fowre, if it be not 
kept in a clean Heart, and a temperate Air, free 
from the Vapours of SuperiUtion. However, I am 
willing to (atisfy thy Demand as well as I can i and 
tranfmit my Soul to thee in £fHgy« 

Tho* we cannot pourtray Negatives, yet every 
Pi£lure has its Backfide, whereon uie cunning Painter 
may draw the Reverfe of his firil Defien ; or at lead, 
the Spectator's Imagination may fupply the Painter's 
Office, and form Ideas quite contrary to the Original 
Piece. That thou mayeft therefore the better com- 

fehend what I am in Point of Religion and Faithj 
will firft reprefent what I am not. 
Conceive then, that I am no Narrow-SodM yew^ 
who confines Salvation to the Lineage of Jacob, 
and lays an Hereditary Claim to Heaven, becaufe, 
for the Wickednefs of his Execrable Race, he is not 
allowed to poflefs a Foot of Land on Earth : Who» 
to ftrengthen his Title, produces the Scheme of his 
Genealogy ; proving that he defcended in a Right 
Line from one of thofe Parricides, who murdered 

the 
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the Mijpas : and for that ReaTon avouches, that Pa- 
ndife is entaiPd to him, among the reft of his Bre- 
thren, on the Score of his Forefathers Merit. 

Neither am I a Chriftian Hypocrite, who mocks 
himfelf and all that fee him, with his empty Forma- 
lities : who conftantly calls upon Jefus every Morn- 
ing, to fan£ltfy his Refolution of finning againft 
God before Night. Who tires out the Patience of 
the Saints and Angels, with the Crqmhi of his vain 
Repetitions ; his Avf Mana\ Ora pro nobis\ and 
the reft of his Religious Jargon. Who goes to 
Churchy that he may get the Whip- hand of the D»> 
vil ; and m<if ting him on Holy Ground, may whif- 
per Treaibn againft God Almighty over his Beads, 
pT his Prayer- Book ; as the Germans do againft the 
Emperor, - over their Bottle, fib Rofa, without any 
Gbfervators, or Tell-Tales. 

I am no Worihipper of Images, PiAnres, Old 
Rotten Worm-eaten Bits of Wood, or other pre- 
tended Relicks of Chrift and his' Saints. I cannot 
be perfuaded, that God is well pleafed to fee me 
make a Fool of my felf, and trot up. and down in 
Pilgrimage, to honour Five or Six Sham^Heads of 
-St John the Baftift i for in fo many feveral Places 
do they pretend to fhew that one Sacred Relick, 
which cannot be multiplied. Neitheir can I brieve 
the Miraculous Ve^tation, and conftant Growth of 
the Crbfs : which they pretend to fhew whole and 
entire at Cafana^ whiift it is exhibited alfo in 
Millions of Pieces throughout Chriftendom. So that 
there is fcarce a Chriftian Gentleman of any Qua- 
lity in Etp'opi, Jfia, -^rka, or America, who does 
oot boaft his Share of this wonderful Relick. If 
all which Pieces were put together, they would 
probably make a Thoumnd fuch Crowes, as that 
which is kept in PaMfini, for the fuppofed Trut 
Crofs whereon Jefiis fafkfd Deaths and yet they 
BTf all faid to be cut off from That. Indeed^ Fa- 

I 3 t^ir 
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fberWilliamt I have no great Stomach to fwallow 

, down thefe Great Wooden Fables : The \tty Chips 

are enough to choak me. But then comes the Milk 

,of theiW^ffed Virein to my, Relief, with which I 

may rlnfe my unbelieving Throat, almoA in every 

.Farifh or Moi^aftick Church, I come at. For I 

.dare fay, there is more of this to be found in {iich 

, Places, Ijhan an Hungarian Cow would give in Seven 

Years together. But it C9rdles in my Stomach and 

makes me iickT The very Idea of the/e Child- Ab- 

fuidJtiesJs as operative, as the Draught, of an j^/^ 

^fftmialCt^, 

It would be too tedious to (urn up all the Ne^tive 
Side of my l^eligion ; and explain in an Hundred 
more Particulars, what I am not : Let us now there- 
/ore trover fe the ^T^A/, and fee what I ppfitively 
am. 

And.hefe^I am^t a X.pfs for a c^mpendipns Title 
.or J^tame.to .give my/elf^ iaving that of a ChrlAian : 
For X ^knpw not to what more particular Predict* 
ment I belong. A% for the diftinguifhing Charadle- 
rifUcks of Papift, Proteftant, Lutheran, Csdvinill, ^o- 
.cii)ian, &r. I eHeem tl^em no otberwife than the 
Brands, of io many Religious Fa^iions in theChor^ti. 
And the ^particular Title of i^^mff ^Catholick, }ool^ 
like a ^olecifm in Common Sc;nfe. I would there- 
fore be taken for a Chriiiian, whp neither makeis 
^Parties, p^r fide;i <wi^h any. But, hpnourii^ ^^/ia 
^s our ^mmpn lyord apd Maimer, I end^vour tp 
obey his Layvs peaceably, and like a LoyaJ SubjeQ. 

I lay for fi Foqpdatiqn of all ^y JPra&ioe to- 
|vards I^n^ this Golden R^ule, which he gave vai 
Ifoi tQ 4^ fhfU U ^muthfTr, vnkicb J fwgftfd mi b^n)^ 
df^i'jo t^ /elf. Upqn ^hjs SfiA^ U built ,t)i^ wbqlf 
Fabric^ of Humap Jpftioe. I encieavour to i^gidate 
4ppy ,01^11 t'a^ons, ai)d to bear with thoie of others : 
^o be fu^ry lyith my W for the Ifaft Peccadillo: 
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but to frame Excufes f6r the Errors and Offences 
•which my Neighboar comrnits. Here ri(es the S(i- 
perftru^lure of all Virtue, fupportcd by Patien<i, 
Hope, and Faith, demented by Charity, Mcckneft, 
and Temperance ; and adorned all over with good 
Works. 

In a Word, Fathtr WiiUam : The Sdm imd Sab- 
ftance of my Religion confifts in thefe few Rules : 
7«r Fear God, Sehue mjf King^ Htmoar and Obey ^ 
Parent Sy Love «ry "Friends^ and to do Juftice to dll 
Men: without troubling my felf aboot empty For* 
maHties, and ileedlefs Ceremo!nies : Or being con- 
cerned in what Nition, Climate, or Society of Chrl- 
ftians, I live ; (ince God regards not one Man mo^e 
than another for thefe exterior Differences. 

Reverend M(7«if, Adieu: And from what I hate 
faid, cottdnde me a Catholick in the properell Scnfe. 

Paris, 2tih of the id Moon, 
if the Tear i68o. 



L E T TE R XVI. 

T(^ Murat BaiTa, 

THEY arc extremely merry here in FarU. *N0' 
thing but Dandng, Singing, Roarings Drink- 
ingy Ringmg of Bells, making of Bonfires and 
other lliuminations. Shooting of Guns,. Flirtiiig 
«bpot Squibs» Cratckers, Serpents, Rockets^ and 
all nurnner of Gunpowder Cbmpditiohs. If ksk 
ihould hold but two Hours loilger, I beliey^ they 
would be in Danger of running all mad. This it 
the Hour of Midnight, and yet they are in tlw 

I 4 Height 
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Height of their Jollity, which is not caftomary in 
theie Wtflirn Parts, tho* no wonder in the E^fi. I 
wiih there were an Army of Ottomans near us ; Td 
give them the Signal, and ihew them the Way, when 
and how to enter the Town, and take Pofleffion of 
the richeft City io France: For they fufped nothing* 
and the very Guards themfelves are all drunk* 
Twere an eafy Thing to furprise them, and take 
them napping. But there is a Time and a Chance 
for all Things under the Moon : And this is their 
lucky Seafon. 

Would'il thou know the Occaiion of all this J<^ 
and Security '^ *Tis double ; of one Side the News 
comes rowling from Spain of the New Queen found 
there. And on the other Hand they are tranfported 
with the Marriage of Monfetgneur^ the Dauphin of 
France, with the Princefs Anne Marie ViSoire^ Sifter 
to the Duke of Ba'varia. 

I mentioned the Advances were made in order 
to this Match the latter End of the foregoing Year. 
The htnt was compleated in alt its Ceremonies on 
this very Day. 

; The French King parted from Verfailhs about the 
Beginning of this Moon, with the Dauphin his Son, 
to meet the Princefs. *Thcir firft Interview was at 
a Place called Vitry, As foon as the Dauphinefi 
(for fo we muft call her now) law the King alight 
from his Hor&, ihe leaped out of her Coach, and 
threw her felf upon her Knees. But he foon raised 
and embiacM her with Royal Carefles, expreffing 
the mighty Joy he felt at this firft Sight of her, on 
whom refted the Hopes of France ror Heirs to the 
Crown. Then he prefented the Dauphin to Her, 
who alfo was not wanting on his Part, to difcovcr 
the Sentiments he had for a Prinoe& of fo great 
Birth, Merit, Wit, and Virtue. 

The Queen did not fee her Daughter-in-law, till 
they came to Chabm ; and there fhe cartf&d her 

with 
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with all TenderneTs imaginable, in outward Appear- 
ance. But Go D knows what is in the Hearts of 
thefe Royai Souls, or how long their Friendfhip may 
laft. 

The Ceremony of the Efpoufals was performed at 
that Town Yefierday, by the Ckrdinal of Bouitiw, 
Grand Almoner of Frgnct^ in the Chapel of the 
Biihop's Palace: And to Day, as I have iaid, he 
finifhed the whole Bufinefs in the Temple of the 
Virgin Jlftff^, the chief Cathedral of this City, in 
the Presence of the King and Queen, with divers 
Lords and Ladles of the Court. There were other 
Biihops to aflift him, whofe Titles I have forgot; 
But I think they were of Orleans and Condon. Thi» 
lail makes a confiderable Figure In the Kingdom, and 
is created firft Almoner to Madam the Dunphinefx 
He appears vtry zealous in converting the Hugonotj » 
and I have a great deal more to &y <? him, thai> I 
have time to write now. 

AiTure thy felf, that I cherilh a profound RefpeA 
for thee ; and that as I never was, fo I never will be 
defe^ive or, tardy in fending thee thy Proportion of 
Wefiem Intelligence: For I muft divide it' among the 
Baffa% and otho- Minifters of the Porte. 

Reft contented with thy Share^ and in t^ Name 
of GoDji Farewel. 

Paris, %th of the id Moon 
of the Year 1680, 
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LETTER I. 

3(j Haraet Reis Effiendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

i| Y the Mofqoe of Sultaa Jui, 1 (wear, 
K thefe petty Republklu of the Frttnit 
m are not worth a Mt^jJalmBu^ Tbougbt. 
^ However, to fatbfy thy curjoos and 
E in(|uiGtiTC Genius, I will fay fiHne- 
€ thing of each, as briefly sod com- 
pendioufly as I can. 

In my Two laft, I di&onrfed of the United JV/- 
tbirita^t, and the ^-cvi^ Caa««Kr. Now I will ferry 
thee over the Ltman Lab, and land thee in' Gi- 
fiv» the Mother, Norfe, and Centre of the Cah»- 
ii0t^ iThefil are a Ibrt ot Proteflants, diflenting 
from 
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from the Opinions of Luther and his Aflbciates, who 
,was the firfl Author of what they call the keibrma- 
tion here in lurope. 

The City of Genevan very antieht^ and wa& not 
young in the Time of Julius Cafar^ as appears by 
his Commentaries i where he makes mention of its 
f»eing feated on the River Rofus, jull at the Entrance 
of the Leman Lake. It (lands very pleaiantly. and has 
a fertile Soil round about it ; where Ceres ^riVes tp 
out-do Bacchus in her Liberalities^ Foi* tho there 
be very good Vineyards in thefe Parb,, yei not in b 

freat Plenty, as to match the Abundance of Cord^ 
alfe. Hay, Oats, Melons, and all manner of lierbs 
and Fruits that the Climate ufually bears. 

The Air is pure and wholelome : The Winter is not 
fo cold as in Germa^, nor the Summers fp hot as in 
fome Parts of Prance, . 

The People are generally corpnlenty morofe. in- 
hofpitable to Strangers, efpeeially to thofe of the 
Roman Church, whom they always fufpe£k as Spies. 
"They are very frugal^ continent, and fo(>er. And 
above all Things, they affed a fmgular (gravity in 
their Carriage and Garb. 

As for Riches they can boaA but little ; and were 
It not for their Art in making Silks and printing 
Sooks^ ef which infinite Quantities and Numbers 
sae exported to other Nations, this Commonwealth 
could not fupport its own Charges. . 

Indeed their Military Strei^gth. fs eonfSderable 
fer the Bigne& of the Place; the City b^ing fe^- 
ced by Nature as well as Art, with impregnable 
fortifications. TBey keep an exquifite Watch on 
the Walls, and at the Gates. Neither can any Fo- 
reigner have Entrance or Lodging there,- withoijt 
ttfidergoing a fevere Scrutiny. They have a Ma- 
g^ldac ia the City, fumiih'd with alf forts of 

I 6 Arms, 
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Arms, and with every Thing that is necefikry to 
fuftain a long Siege. Add to this, the Friendfiiip 
and Patronage of the French Kings, who hare for 
many Years fhelterM this little Republick from the 
Invafions and Incroachments of the Dlikes of Sa^voy, 
who claim a Title to it. 

There were formerly three Forts near the Town, 
in the PofTeflion of the Sa^ards^ which mucft 
annoyM the Inhabitants, and threatenM the Rain 
of the City it felf, with the Shot of great Braft 
Ordnance, which were placed there for that Pur* 
pofe^ But Henry IV of Frana took one from 
the Duke of Sanxy^ and demoliOied it in the Year 
t6oo. He aHb caufed another to be polled 
down, which eqoally endamaged the oppoiite Sidb 
cf the City. And a third the Inhabitants them- 
selves- htid even with the Ground,, being aided by 
ihtFrineb, 

If thoa wonld'ft know by what Title the Dokes^ 
of Sa^ pretend a Right to Gene*va ; I will tell 
thee in a few Words. In former Times, there^ 
was a Feud between the Counts of Gemva, and 
her Biihops, about the GiDvernment, each chdming 
it as his Due.' At length a certain Bifhop pro- 
icur'd the Principarity of 6im/<v«, from Frtdiricklt, 
Emperor of Germoprf, This occafioned a Civfl* 
War between him and the Cbunt of Gine*va^ 
which lafting many Years, and confumingr the 
Money and Forces of the Town ; the Inhabitants,, 
with die Confent of the Bifhop, implored the Pro* 
teflion of the Count of Savoy, He raifed an Army,, 
and marched againft the Count of Gemva ; taking 
many Towns and Ft^rtreffes from him, which be- 
longM to the Republick. Then he advanced with^ 
the Army near to the Walls of Geneva^ more like 
an Enemy than a Friend to the Bifhop and Peode. 

' Foff 
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For not content with his new Conquefts, he demand- 
ed as much Money as woold qnit the Charges he 
had been at in this Expedition. The Bifhop re- 
prefented to him, ** That he ought to be coo- 
" tent with thofe Pkces he had won, and that 
** they (hould be acknowledge Feudatories of 5«- 
'^ 1/0^.^ But this did not fatisfy the greedy Count, 
who threatened the City, if they would not reinv- 
burfe him the Money. The Inhabitants being^^ 
poor, and fearing worfe Confequences, ihou'd they 
provoke this Prince too far, at lail agreed with him, 
** That he ihou'd poflefs as much Right in the 
** City, as the Counts of Gimva had done before 
'' this War begun.** And this was done by way of 
Pledge or Mortgage. The Savoyard therefore en- 
tring the City with his Forces, oppreiTed the In- 
habitants with cruel Tyranny. So that being pro- 
Tok*d to defperate Courfes, they confpir'd toge- 
ther, and choie rather to call back the Count of 
Geneva to his native Poileflioii, from which he 
had been violently caft out by the Ufurping Bifhop, 
than to fubmit to a Foreign Jurifdidion, which^ 
began fo early to afflict them with infupportable 
Calamities. 

But this, inflead of a Remedy, proVd an Ag- 
gravation of their Misfortunes. For die Count of 
Centra, coming againft him of Savoy^ with fome 
Forces, was overcome in Battle,, and" So Gtnewt 
was reduced to greater Streights than before. 
For the Sav(yard entring the Houies of the Q« 
tizens, drew the Confpirators from dieir Inrkine 
Holes, and kiird them,, conunittinfi; a thoufand 
ether Infolendes againft the Inhabitants. N6r 
did this ceafe, till the whole Race of the Counts 
ef Gimva was quite extinft; Then AuuuUut^ the 
Count of SanHffi finding that ftill the Bifhop of 
CiMiva gave him as much. Trouble as the Connta 

had 
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Iiad done before, obtainM of tlie Emperor Charles IV, 

-to be made Vicar of the Empire in his Provinces s 

thinking hy the Greatnefs of his Tide and Authority 

to fupprefs the Power of the IBifliop. But the £c- 

clefiaftick Prince fo ftrongly oppofed the Secular, 

that he maintainM his own Jurifdi£lion, and the 

'Liberty of the People, till the Time otAmadem VlII, 

who was his SdccaiTor, and the firft who was created 

Dttke of 5tf<t^, being afterwards eledted to the 

Papacy, which he enjoyM by the Name of Telix, 

Before his AflTumption to this Height of Ecdefiailick 

Dignity, he had obtainM of Pope Martin the Jarif- 

diAion of Gene*va in temporal Matters. But he found 

as mnch Trouble in it, as his Predecefibrs had done 

before. And fo have all his Succeffors to this very 

Day. For, tho* they boaft of the Title, yet they 

have no more Authority in the Town than the King 

of Bantam, 

This City is governed by a Syndick, and Twcnty- 
-five Senators, who meet every Day to confnlt about 
•the AlEurs 6f the Commonwealth, and to decide all 
Caufts, whether Criminal or Civil. 

It is their chief Intereft to hold a good Corre- 
fpondence with France, without whofe Proted^ion 
they would fuffcr many Injuries. Therefore the 
better fort, as it weie by way of Flattery and Com- 
plaifance, drefs themfelves after the Tnncb Fafhions, 
and make ufe of that Language, tho* imperfeflty, in 
all their Leuers and Converfation. Bui the Viruacn- 
lor is the fame with that of ^asvej* 

Accomplilh*d Minifter, in regard thou complalneft 
of the Length of my Letters, I will hereafter be 
toatt concifo ; and refrelh thee often with brief Ac- 
coams o£ the States in Eunfft^ yet xtmahiing to be 
ipoke of. 
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. In the 9fin Time, tkiak of doiBg poor Mabmui 
fonve Ktfid Office in the Divan^ for i am macerated 
wkh Zca], 'Qsrej Sickaeft, and dd Age. Sarely I 
cannot live moch longer ; or rather, I (hall not be 
much longer a dying ; For this mortal Lift is hu 
Dioib in Mafquiraie. 

Paris^ 4/)& of the 6tB Mfoft, 
of the Tear 1 680. 

L E T T E R 11. 

^0 Achmct Bafla. 

SOME Maxims of Slate or Religk>n, which yon 
pleafe, lor they are much at one, have moved 
the Kira of Frwut to poblilh a Decree, which they 
call a Adulation 1 whereby he reArains the Ihga- 
mau from certain Libertiit and Privileges which they 
enjoyed before. 

If thoo wottUPft know the Chara^^r of theft J9#- 
pmis, I will give it thee af wdl as I can ; not perfeft 
and full thou may*ft (wear, bat true« as far as it goes! 
In the, firft Place, therefore, it is necefiary for 
thee to knew» that about two hundred Years paft, a 
eiertain Fr3rar, or D$rvtfi in oor Stile, namM Martin 
huther, being ofieaded at his Lord and Matter the 
Pvpi, or Bifhop of J^Mv^ 6t op for himfelf, as tho 
only Preacher, Do^or, Reformer, and Apoftle of diat 
Age. He drew abundance of People after him, and 
not a few Princes and Nobles. The known (can- 
dalous Vkes of the R^man Clergy on one fide, an4 
the epidemical Ilidination which Mortals have Set 
Nov^ on the othei^ ibcifitated his Jhrnovation^ 
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He grew famous in fFirttmhutgb, Augjhmrgh^ and other 
Parts of Germanf^ where he liv'd. In a word, his 
new Dodlrines were like an Earthquake to the whole 
' Empire. He ftaggerM many wife and honeft Men, and 
overthrew whole thoufands of Foola and Knaves. 

Among the red of the laft Gang, one Cak/rn 
embraced Lutherh Tenets, a very learned Man, and 
of great Abilities ; bat very partial, revengeful, and 
auftere in his Humour. At firft he was very zealous 
and uniform in all Things, according to the Model 
of his.upflart Mader ; but upon fome DHjpute be- 
tween them, he takes SnufF, flings off the Yoke, and 
revolts from his new DireAor. There have beea 
feveral fuc)i hot-headed Sparks fince that Time, tve^ 
Ty one afpiring at the Charader of an Apoftle or 
Prophet; Zuing/iusy OecoJamfaJius, MelanBbanf J?jr- 
tiff Bizaf. and a Rabble of other new Lights and 
Saviours of the World. 

Now the HfigMotjf as I am inform^, are the Dif- 
ciples of Cahin : So is the Commonwealth of Ge^ 
ttiva i with fome Part of Swiffirlamiy H»ilamd^ and 
the Country of the Gri/ofu. As for EngUutd^ Swide^ 
landf Denmark^ Norway^ Saxonjh Brandenburgb^ and 
HeJft'Caffil, they are all Lutherans : Saving that, the 
Ei^ajb^ whom I firft mentimied, have nuKie twelve ' 
feveial Alterations in thel^ Rd^ion, fince the Dayt 
of Lutbir. 

It is ob&rvaUe of that Nation, that .they are 
flexible, and receptive of afty foreign Imprefr 
on. The Fnucb fay, The Eogliih *wauld as Jo§m 
tmbraci Mahometaniiin', as anf otbir ReUgt^m^ 
cmdd jt but once get the . Length of their Foot. 
This is an Ef^lt/b Adage. '1% certain they arc 
a vtry mutable, inconilant, rebellious People : 
They furfeit on the Plenty which Nature hath 
given them ; which makes them ftiU uneafy, difcon* 
jtented, and delicate. They fpew out their own 
Happineis^ to eaib the Stonvich of that iatempeiate 

Kation> 
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Nation, and prepare it for foreign Sham-Banqaets 
of Magicians. Of old they were brave, and Aed- 
h£t to their Principles : Then their Renown was 
fpread far and wide : fThm a Baromt of England 
(as 'tis recorded in the Hiftories of France^ which 
maft be impartial in this Point) iif/T^ five and 
imjenty Frenchmen, amw^ 'whom tvtre iw9 Mar- 
fnifest fiur Knights^ and nim Nobles of the kffer 
Order. 

But now they have quite loft their andert Fame 
and Valour : They are corrupted with a thouiaiKl 
Debaucheries. They are as fickle as the Wind, and 
as moveable as the Duft it raifes in the Streets. In 
£ne, they are nothing at all, but the Obloquy and 
Scorn of other Nations. 

But to return to the Trtneb JhgonoU^ and CoA 
nnn their Mailer. I was once acquainted with a 
ytrf ancient D^rv^, or Fryar, when I firft came 
to Faris^ who confidently affirmed. That he had 
often heard his own Father fay, ** That Cahjin^ 
** in his Prefence, once thruft his Right Hand 
** into the Fire ; wifhing it had been burnt to 
** Afhes, when it direded his Pen in writing againft 
** the Real Prefence of thcBosfy ofjefus the Meffiaf, 
" in the Sacrament of the Altar. But fince he had 
" writ that fatal Treatife, he could do no lefs in 
'< Honour than defend it to the laft.** And yet 
this is one of the cardinal and moft important Points 
in Controverfy between the Catboltcks and the Hu- 
gonots i whereon the whole Body of Religion depends, 
and is tumM (o the Right-Hand, or to the Left. 
So that in the main, the Hugonots have no other 
Ground for their Separation from the Roman Church, 
than the confefs'd Obftinacy of their Ringleader. 
And I tell thee plainly, th^ are the Difciples of his 
(lumour, as well as of his Doflrines. There is not 
fuch a pertinacious Sort of People living ; fo fin- 

gular^ 
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partial, felf-conceitedy wilful and incorrigible. We 
mull always except out of this Chara^er, fome of 
the Gentry, soft of the NoUes, and all the Beaux 
Efprits of that Profeflion, as they call Vm i that is, 
the Men of Senfe. For they defpift the Bigottry 
of their Brethren, and go to their pablick ASSemr 
blies, rather in Complai&nce to their Parents, 
•Friends, and Kindred, or <for the fake of tnteteft, 
than out of any real Regards for a Religion of fo 
young a Date, fo mean and contemptible a Figure^ 
and which is (hat up within fuch narrow limits. 

They are, in fhort, fo bad, or at leafl groWB fe 
•dioos at the Court, that the King is qaite angry 
with them, and • refelved to extirpate them and 
, their new-fangrd Herefy out of the Natioa. In 
order to this, he proceeds gradually^ like a Politi- 
cian! being not willing to tempt them to a general 
Revolt, by provoking the whole Party at once, and 
'rendering them defperate. No, no $ he^s cunninger 
*than to draw a Civil War upon himfelf and his King- 
dom, by giving fo loud an Alarm to a People who 
are very rich, potent, and whole Intereft is mudh 
interwoven with that of the CathoRcks, I believe, 
•to fpeak modefUy, they are able to keep fifty thoa- 
' (and Men of Arms in Pay, as they can contrive the 
'Bufinefs among tfaemfelves. Therefore, knowing 
that though the Pieachen all profels the fame Re- 
ligion, yet every one is not fo zealous as another 
in defending and propagating it ; he has made fuch 
a politick Decree, as only touches thofe portica- 
lar Mollabs^ (or Minifters as they call them here) 
who are convidled of profdyting any CaiboHch 
to their Herefy. Wherel^ alfo is threatened to 
the Cathoiick themfelves, who ftall foriake the 
Religion of their Fathers, perpetual fiaaifhment, 
•the Lofs of Aeir Right Hand, whidi was lifted 

up 
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up in their Abjcuration, itA other grievous Penal- 
ties. 

In the mean time, the Biihops and in&rior Priefts 
as very in^uftr^us to confirm the' CatbaHcks in their 
native Faith and Obedience, and to convert the 
Hvgonots from their fuppoied Errors. I call them 
fuppofed Errors, became it is mach at one to us 
that are Muffklmans, and Followers of Mahomtl, 
whether one Party of the Naicarenes be in the right 
of ity or t'other : Only we malt regard the Intereft 
of the Oiioman Empire. They are aU equally Here- 
ticks and Infidels, fo* long as they are Enemies to 
the Meilenger of G o d, the Seal of the Prophets. 

He that is the moilvigorous, and takes the great- 
eft Pains in converting the Hugomts, is the Bifhop 
of Meaux ; a Man. of prodigious Eloquence, Senw» 
and Wit. ' This Age does not afford ^his Equal, in 
the Perfedions of the Mind and Intel leA : He is 
profoundly Icamed, a Man of univerfal Rieaiding ; 
ikillful an moft Languages ; an Orade in Philofophy» 
Afironomy, and other Sciences of Nature. He is 
.ikt LoMTiat among the Poets, the Crown of Ora« 
tors ; .the very Encfcl^adla of human Knowledge. 

'Tis true, he is very aealous for the Authority, 
^^nd .iniallibie VeisLcity? of the ^^man Church : Biit 
ihe aflbrts thefe Things with fo much Grace and 
tModeration, with inch a Mafculine Reafon, and 
with all .the Symptoms of a fincere Piety s that I, 
jwho regard no one Sed of the Franks more than ano- 
ther, cannot but admire the natural Abilities and Per- 
4e£tions of iiis Soul. He is 'learned as Ahdtl Melic 
Midi Onmr at fix\ pious as HebaioUa Mir Argim 
-at Cogmi in NiUoUa i abfliaent as M/Jmrnmnl in 
JrabitL ; Jioly as the abfbaidted MirmndoHti^ Sanione 
Af th^ Yak.of Sidm. A Man every way accomplifh-d, 
and infpir^d widi Pivine Munificenoes. 

O great 
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O gnat Baffa^ accufe me not for this Eulogy of 
a Chriilian : But let thou and I, and all True Belie- 
vers, pro£t by the beft Examples, where ever, or 
in whatfoever Religion, we find *em> whether they 
be Giaurs, or Muffidmans, 

Fiaris^ i ith of the %th Mm^ 
^tbe Tear 1680. 



LETTER III. 

To the venerable Mufti* 

So long as thoa doll not complain of my too 
fitquent Letters, I (hall not murmur at the 
Pains of writing them. *Tis a Pleafure thus' to 
revolve the Hiftories of paft Ages. And whilft 
I with my own Hand confign them to Paper, th^ 
adhere the fafter to my Memory. I ihonld not be 
forry, if I were to fpend tiie Remainder of my 
D»y9 in epitomizing all .the anthentick Records 
and Memoirs that are extant in the World. Such 
an Exercife would be a confiant Relief of Melan- 
choly, by lighting abundance of Flambeaux and 
Lamps in the Soul to difperfe the Mills and Dark- 
nefs with naturally make it lad. I ended my 
hft JLetter with the Reign of Numa PomfHuu over 
the Romans : Who, • as if he had made the King- 
dom Hereditary only to Men of Virtue, was no 
fooner dead, but the People eleded Tulhu Ihftilim 
for their King, in Confideration df hla excelleat Eo* 
dowments and Merits. 

Ho 
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He ioftru^d the Romans in a jAore per^ Mill* 
fary DHcipline^ and improved the Art of War. So 
that having trainM up ' the Youth to a wonderful 
Fromptneis and Skill in Arms, he ventured to i&aA 
a Defiance to the Albans ^ and invade their Territo- 
ries, tho* they were a ftout People, and had lorded 
it a long Time in Italy, But when many Settles 
had been fought between them, with equal Damage 
to both Sides ; at length, to put an End to the 
War, and mak^ the Lol&s of the Vanquiihed more 
compendious, they mutually agreed to decide the 
Victory, by a Combat of three Brothers on one 
Side, agaii^ft as many of the other. . Thofe on the 
Roman were called Horatii ; the J/^an Brothers, Cu" 
rintii* 

The Fight was fair and dubious, and had an admi- 
rable Ev^nt ; for all the three Curiaiii were wounded, 
and two of the Horatii killed ; fo that it feemed 
difficult to determine which had the Advantage ; 
one found and untouched Roman^ or three faint and 
weakened Albans. However,' the furviving Horatzus, 
not prefuming too much on his own Strength againft 
fuchan unequal Number of Enemies, added Policy 
to his Courage, and madeufe of this Stratagem : 

He counterfeited a Flight, that fo he might fepa- 
rate his Adveriaries, and engage with them fingly, 
one after another, according as they overtook him. 
His Plot took, and he vanquiihed all three : But he 
fuUied his Vidory with the Blood of his Siiler; 
whom at his Return he killed, becaufe fhe met 
him not with Joy and Triumph, but with Grief and 
Tears for the Lofs of her Spoufe, who was one of 
the three A/ban Brethren. He was calPd in queilion 
for the bloody Fa6t, but his Merit fuperfeded hit 
Crime ; and the Fad, which at another time would 
have coft him his Head, now ierved but toangment 
his Glory. 

Not 
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Not long after this, there broke o6t a War between 
the Romans and tbe FiJenates, a People of Latium ot 
Tu/cafTf, The Mans^ according to their late L^giie» 
were obliged to aid the Romans in their Wm. 
Wherefore they fent Anxiliary Forces, under the 
Command of Metisu Snjtiiui. But this Qiptais 
proved treaeherous : For juft as the two Annies 
were going to enttr Batde, he withdrew his A&wts 
to the Top of a Hill ; wheft they ftood Niiaers, to 
behold the Fortune of the Fight, that fo they might 
join the ftrongeft Party. Which when TuUitts per- 
ceived, he poTidckly cried out Krith a loud Voice, in 
the Hearing of both Armies, nai yitAoM bad dom 
ibis fy bis Commands Then the Romans took Cou- 
rage I and their Enemies being fhuck with Terrar« 
were foon routed and overcome. After which, 
the Roman King cauied th^ Traitor Metiut Suffetius 
to be tied with. Cords to two Chariots, and torn in 
pieces by wild Horfe». He alfo rnin*d and quite 
demoli{h*d Alba $ not looking on that City now as 
the Parent, but the Rival of Rome. However, he' 
£rfl; tranftXMted to Rome^VL the Riches of ABa, widi 
the Inhabitants : that fo the City might not feem to 
perifb, but only to remove its Situation,, and be' 
incorporated with Rome. 

Ahcus Martins fucceeded Tullus Hoftilins, being 
the Grandchild oi Numa, by his Daughter. He 
inherited his Qualities alfo, as wdl as his Blood. He 
encompaifed the Citv with Walls, and join'd the 
Banks of ^^r, which ran throttgh the middle of it, 
with a Bridge. He likewife built the Port Oflio, 
juft by the Mouth of the River, where it flows into 
the Sea ; planting there a Colony of Romans, as if 
h6 had then preuig'd what afterwards came to paft, 
that the Merchandizes of the World fhould be brought 
in'thith^, as into- the Maritime Store^hodb' of the 
City deftin'd to conquer all Things. 

Hia 
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Him (iiGceeded Tarqmfdus, afterwards farjmm'd FHf- * 
€iu. H9 was of foreign £xtra£Uoii> yet obtained 
the Sovereignty by his Elega&ce and Wit; For» 
being the Son of Lgcumo, a Corinthian^ who a- - 
bondon^d his Coantry» and 4ied into Tnfias^, where 
he was made King { this Tar^wMh polilhing his * 
Greek Nature with Italian Arts^ infinnated io hx 
vath the Rdmans, that they chofe him for their 
King* He augmestad the Nwnber of Senators, and 
added three handred Soldiers to the Troops that 
were already eftahlifhed: Which was all he dnrft 
do» in regard Jttius Navius, an Jugurf in high 
Reqoeil among tht. Romans , had forbid any great* 
ec Number to be added. Theie Angnrs were a 
fort of Diviners* who foretold things to oome, 
from the Chirpings Flying, Feeding, and other 
Adiions of Birds. Tarquiniuf one Day aik'd this 
Attius Naviujs Whether the ning ceuld poffibfy be - 
ebne^ nfohich he then thought upon f The Augwp^ con* 
folting his Art,, anfwer'd, // might he done. Then 
faid the King, i *was. eonfiiering ^whether 1 could cut 
this Whetfione nrnth a Raseer. Tes^ you may, replied 
jittius. And the King did it. From that time, 
the College of jis^urSf £rft foonded by Rosnnlus, 
was hdd in iacred Eileem by the Romans, I Ihonld . 
have called them the Triumvirate of Js^urs ; for 
there were 4)at three at iirft, one ont of every Tribe. 
Bat Servins Tulliut, the next King, added a fourth* . 
They were all Nobles. But afterwards they were ' 
increased to nine ; and laft of all, to fifteen, in the i 
DiaatorflupofV^. 

To return to Tarquinius, He was no lefs profpe-* 
rons in War, than in Peace ; for he fubdued twelve -. 
Cities of the T^offx, with the Territories belonging 
to them. He invented Robes, and Enfigns of State ; 
the Ivory Seats of Chariots, wherein the Senators 
were, .carried to the Council ; the Gold Rings, and 
magnificent Horfe-Trappings, which were given to 

the 
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the ^0/»inr Knights, as Badges of Honbor : Alfo, tkm 
Purple and Scarlet Robes ; tlie Triumphal Chariot 
of Gold ; the painted Phrygian Robe, worn by « 
vi€lorious General, when he celebrated a Triumph ; 
with many other Ornaments and publick Decorations, 
to fet forth the Majefty and Grandeur of the Raman 
State. 

^arquinius being mortally wonaded, his Wife ^- 
tuiquil perfwaded the People, that all was well with 
him ; that his Wounds were not dangerous : That 
he was only laid in a Slumber ; and that in a little 
time they ihould fee him well again : In the mean 
while, fhe faid, it was his Will and Pleafure that 
they Ihould obey Sirvius TuUius, a Favourite of her's 
wjio would adminifier Juilice, and govern the Peo- 
ple wifely, during the Kong's Illnefs. 

This Servius Tuilius was the Son of a Prince 
of Latium ; who being kilPd in a Battle with the 
'Romans^ his Wife was carried Captive to Romf ; and 
being prefented to Queen Tanaqml^ liv'd free from 
Servitude under her Protedlion : And being with ChOd, 
was delivered of Servius Tuilius in Tanafuits Palace. 
The Queen took a iingular Fancy to the Nobk Infant, 
and gave him Roy>i Education ; prefiging from a 
Flame which fhe iaw environing his Head, that he 
would be a famous Man in Time. 'Twas for 
this Reafon (he perfwaded the People to receive 
him as the King's Subftitute, or Deputy for a 
while, not doubting but that after they had tafted 
the Sweetnefs of. his Government, and the Death 
of Tarquin fhould be known, they would eaiily 
fubniit to him as Tarquin^s SuccefTor. Her Strata- 
gem had its deiired Efk&, 1 for Servius TuHiui 
improved his Time fo well in pleafing the People, 
that the Kingdom, which he obtain*d by Craft, was 
acknowkdg'd by all as due to his Merit and Vir- 
tues, 
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toes. He*firft brought the Peof^e of Rtme under ai| 
AiTeflinent, whereby every Man's Eftate was valued : 
He divided them into CiafTes, Wards, and Colleges, 
And the Commonwiealth was brought into- rach Or* 
der, by the exquifite Policy of this wife King, tha( 
the Difierence of every Man's Patrimony, Dignity, 
Age, Trade, and Office, was regif er'd in ppbUck 
Tables ; . which renderM the Oeconomyof thi$ Ig^epii 
State as regular and eafy, as that of a private Family 
oi- Houfe. 

The lad of all the Kings was Tarquinius, iirnam'4 
the PruQi^ for the morofe and difdainful Haughti^e/i^ 
of his Temper. He married the I)au||ht€r of Str^iiif 
TuJ/ius, in hopes of fucceedang in the Kingdom. But 
he not having Patien^ to wait for the nati^al.De^th 
of his Father-in-law, hired Ruffians- to murder kim, 
and dien ieized upon the Kingdom by Violence. 
Neither did he^overn the State with lefs Wickedness 
and Cruelty, than that by which he obtained it; 
For he denied Burial to his murder'd F^thef'-inrlaw f 
faying, Thai he defer^Pd not better TJJage tham Rf^tc^ 
lus, ivho ferifiPd ^without a Sepulchre* He alfo (lew 
the Chiefs of the Nobles whom he fafjpe^ed to be in 
Servius\ Intereft'. And his Wife Tulua was as bad 
as he : For as foon as (he had faluteii her Hufband 
by the Title of King, ihe ,caus*d herfelf to be driven 
in a Chariot over the dead Carcafe of her Father. 
Both of them exercised great Cruelty, and madacred 
many of the Senators. But the Pride of Tarquin was 
intolerable to all. Till, at length, when he had ipent 
enough. of his Rage $it home, he turnM it a|;ainfl 
his foreign Enemies abroad, and took many itrone 
Towns in Latium. However, notwithftanding all 
his Vices, he gave the World this Proof of his Piety ; 
that out of the Spoils which he took from his Ene- 
mies, he raiied Money, and finifhM therewith the 
Teo^ple of JiAiter in the Capitol, which his Father 
^Arqumui Prijcui had begun. The Story fays, that 
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fts diejr tviie hjbig the P<>uiidati6iis .<dr this ToAple 
lixf feand lite Head df a Man ; which they inter* 
pfded js a good Omen, That Rofne (hould be the 
Sttit or a tBft Empife, and Miftrefs of the whole 
EiHh ; «8 if after war di came to m£i. 

iThe Fcopte of JS«)ir# bore with the Pride of Tar^ 
}wj», but Wo«ld not bear with the Loft and TymMmj 
^ hb Son ; obe of whkh ravifliM Latcretia, a Wo- 
tauk of adttifiible Beantr a'nd Virtoe. The chafle 
Matron, expiated the Diigrace> by tabbing her ielf : 
And ai Ae bttathM her laft, Ihe charg*d Bmius 
And CfAtATMf, two Princeft» to revenge her Caaie. 
Wheiefoie they ftiried op Uie People to ai&rt their 
Liberty, and ahix>gate the Kingly GoTemtnent : 
Which was as leadily done, as inention*d. And here 
vmk an End pot to the Tyranny of Kings. 

In nsy next I will rdate the Increafe and Progrefs 
6f the Roman State^ nnder the Government of Confuls 
imd Emperors : Which will comprehend the rooft 
memorable Events of Peace and War, even to the 
Ottaftrtiphe of the Empire. 

ff ibi Tior t68o. 
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LETT E R IV. 

70 Orchan Cabet, Student rf the ScU 
cnccs, and Pcnfioner to the Sultan* 



ABOUT the Soul : That's theThoaght rm uponr 
That's the Word Fm «)ing to write. Whe- 
ther it l!udt» after the Cjrsthd Divorce from the Body, 
go to Heaven or Hell, (as they are conlmonfy rc- 
prefented) or whether it fhall not rather be more 
happily or miferably difpofed of: Or if lefs, yet at 
leaft in a more proportionate Order of Eternal Ja- 
ftice. Methinks I tafte and feel the Original Mean- 
ing of the Word Nemefis : Which though it pafs for 
primitive Greeks among the mod Learned of the 
Wiftern Scholars, yet I can prove it to be a Phtjeni" 
ctan Dtrt'vati'ue from the Chinefe. And £ can dc- 
monftrate likcwife," that it is fidl of Myfteries . 

Every Syllable of it is as facred and myfterions as 

the Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin, of Btl^ 

Jbaxitcar^ Numerwoitf NumentvU, Appindit^ DMJii, 

That's the Senfe of it. So ace Words become the 

Eternal Mind. 

Tiie very Letters whidi compofe Words, (I Ihonld 
have faid the Syllables firft, in good Manners) are 
al! the- i^rodiids of the Mathematlcks ; I mean, of 
the Original Science ; not of thofe paaltry Fmg* 
ments. Scraps, andOSds, that are taught in Schools 
and' Academies': Such as the Elements of EuclU^ 
the Rudiments of jf^Bra, Benazetf Kijfudy or any 
other learned Pen. There^s fbmething more with- 
in tfie Vei^. of Human Science, than what has 
teen divulged hitherto m ^he Woild, or at leafFp 
'more than what is -tko^ exttot, and ^has efcap'd ths 
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Ruins of Fires, Floods, Earthqmkes, and the Jaws 
of all-devottring Time. 

Learned Orchan, I mil not be prolix : Bat an- 
fwer me one Queftion about the Soul. Canft thou 
believe the Stories of the Priefts concerning Pur^tory, 
Hell, and the two other Limbo*s ? Haft thou' Faith 
enough to fwallow the ridiculous Figments of the 
Book entitulcdy Speculum Exemplorum ; a TmEt fo 
highly celebrated and magniHed among the foperfti- 
tious Nazarimj of the Roman Church ? Believe me, 
thefe Do£irine8 are the pure Efieds of Antbropomor- 
pbifmy or the Religion of thofe who reprefent God 
under the Form of a Mortal Man. For they, poor 
Souls, are fo incapable of rifing above this grofs and 
Earthly Thought, that they even prefume to draw 
and paint the Effigies of the Eternal Divinity, which 
has no Figure or Refemblance. They pourtray him 
like a very old Man, with grey Hairs on his Head 
and Beard i and then they let the Idol up in Tem- 
ples to be adorM. The rude and ignorant Vulgar 
dare not contradid their Guides, whom they revere 
as Oracles. They bow before the iacred Vanity, 
paying Divine Honours to the Work of human Art. 
Thus Soperftition and Error fpread abroad and take 
Root in the World. From hence the duller part of 
Men derive their Notions of Man> SouK 

They cannot conceive how it fhould fubiift after 
Death, widiout juft fuch a. Body of Flefh and Blood, 
as it has in this Life. And yet they contradiA. that 
very Of^nion, by aiTerting, ^hsx it cannot have foch 
a Body till alter th^ fi^ne^ RefurredUon ; whilft at 
the fame Time they alibrt, that it (hall enjoy all the 
Pieafures, or fufier all the Pains, which none but 
Corporeal Beings are amable of. Poubtlefs, the In- 
fidels are involved Jn a Labyripth of Hereiies. 
, We Mortals know not ^he State ><^ depsirted Spuls^ 
whether th^y go upwards or dowiiwafds : to thfs Eaft, 
fitiPFefi^ .Norik, .01 S^t^b* :Wft arc yholJy ignorant 

* of 
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of the Climates wherein the Ble£ed and the DaHined 
arc feparately difpofed of. Perhaps the Do^ifine oC 
Tranfmigration, taught by Pythagoras^ Empedocle^t 
ind all the Eafem Indians y fnay be true : From 
^liich BeUtf hw Muju^mans- do diflent. Or it way 
be, we ihaU, -as- the Gentile Poets w^ole myfterioufly,* 
fall into Letli*s Lake, into the Region of Forgetfal- 
Aekf where we fhall be as though we had never been.' 
This is the Soul's una^live State, if any fuch ther^ 
be in Nature fbr-an. incorporeal Spirit* And then the 
JdillenttiietOT Chikafis ziiovi'g thi Chriftians, may be 
fnuch in'the right onY, who taught -the Sleep of the 
Soul until the Refurreftion* Indeed, in my Opini6n9 
this Life itfelf, wherein we think our felves fo much 
awake, to hear, fee» tafte, fmell, feel, and revel in 
the Pleafufes of the Univerfe, is but a Dream or 
Trance : A grand Deliquium of the Soul : The Uni* 
Terfal Apoplexy pf human Nature. For tli^ true 
genuine Life is only to be found above, in the pure 
Regions of the Air,' or more refined Skies ; or if not 
diere, at lead and lowed Rate, in the faperlative 
Heights beyond the Stars, remote from narrow and 
polluted Matter, where perfect Eiiences do baik eter- 
nally in the grand Halo of the Godhead ; or (hroud 
ind oool them felves under the Ihady Trees of Para* 
(life, whofe Robts ■ fpi'ing from the deep Aby^es oC 
Eternity r and are wa(S*d by Springs -and Screams 
f^rblii^ along the veikisnt Banks hi fv^eet Chti/ths, 
atid elegant Borders of the Grovles in Edtn, 
' Such are the Pleafures which G o d> the Fountain 
of Munifkence,- is pleafed to treat his Creatoxes 
"^ith. He ftudies 10 rc^e his Favourites with in* 
filto Beatitudes. . ^ ' . 
' Ther6' are in Baradifi^ Rivers broad ahd long as the 
Danuie, Fc^a, Ntger, - Ht/us, oitLnyi iMller : notai 
Curi'ent upon Ealth; Their StrettMi pitk all with 
Honey, Wine, and Milk, ormoredeliciottiLiqiiors, 

ifaoy fach thefebe. 
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Thcf are not dcq>, that tinKMroai Men need ftar 
lo drown themielves ; yet deep enough for foreign 
e^u'thly Sonis to fwim in everlafting Figures. Mor«- 
ever, thou knoweft the Saying' of the Prophet, ^«/ 
m>9 Jball ia*vi f^omn thin, njoboji B^amiy m$ Painters 
€an tUr ixprefs ; njohofifoU migltmee a Look ifm iuw- 
ilur Matt hefidt ibihr rum. Women whofe Beaaty 
Aall exceed the Luftre of Diamonds, Rnhiet, Hya^ 
cinths, and whatfoever is ptcdoos in the Eaji. 

He pioinifes likewife, Tiai we Jball ii JinuPJ ma 
St perfia Eafi, on flaufy Beds^ under FamiUuu of 
magnificent StruSure, Where Pages: fiur and beaotiful 
as Pearlr, &all wait upon ii/s; whilft gentle Zephyra 
fan the ambient Air with their immortal Breezes, 
making a foft a0d grateful Sound a^nong the Leavea 
and Boughs of tfaofe tall verdant Coptes, Woods, 
and Thidcets, which aic planted htrt and there 
throughout the Fields of Pandile. 

O Orcbatt! by ail theie Allejgories we are to un- 
derhand the Aipnemc Felicity of virtnous Souls, who 
die in Faith and Love* This h a certain Rule, That 
nuhatjoo'ver is piea/ant oftd agreeaUe to anf good Mam 
ttfon Earth, Jbmii ie either foperlativefy eu^mented im- 
pede, or improved fy an infonte^ more fUafiaa Change 
in Beaven. So that no Man that iUes w^ can 
poffiUy be Uulk^d of hU Fill of Happineft. 

Shall I di&onrfe frankly and aftqt the manner of 
friends I I think, . when Atref^ has done her Snfi^ 
nefs and ours, when ihe has cut the Thread of earth- 
ly Life ; onr Souk will then awake as liom a tedioos 
Slumber mixM of Joys and Griefs, of Pears, and 
Hopcs» Pkafntes, mid Fain*, ^nd we fhall (boa 
experiment the Truth of all cur an^ioiis FoieoaAs. 
Every Mflo fhaOl be diftos'd c^f, accovding to his 
l^nk in ihe Heraldry of l^. I will nctt preimm 
^to olcu^tn paniailariy, where or how : Only in 
genefal, this is my Faith, that diere are Paradifisa 
Qjf aU Soru and I>q£rces» preparM with catqairite Pjo- 
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portioa for the various kinds of good Men: Ai;<l 
Hdls asi accurately fitted aD4 equally adjufted, for th^ 
PonHhmeat of the Wicked, to whatfoever Cla^ oi; 
Order. For it appears to me a grand Sokcifo), si 
perfedi Blander in Divinity and Reafon, to a&rt 
01! linagineA That as &on a& the Breath is out of the 
Body» our Souls muH either fwiftly poft thrpugk al)- 
the Elements and Orbs above, and in a Moment'^ 
Time be feated in the CofJ^m Emjyratm » or elie 
mnft tumble headlong in an Jnilant,. to (he loweft 
Hell. Methinks, if I were to go upwardly I would 
tarry by the way> and divert my felf a-wl^ in th^ 
upper Region of ferene and balmy Air ; there tg 
converfe with courteous Demons, and perhaps with 
Souls of Gentile Old Philofopbers and Poets. I' 
would enquire at leaid for Orpbtus, Homtr, Virgif$ 
0*viJf and i^ucniius ; for Pindar^ ^^^eiusp and* by 
the bye, for S^^o. I ihould be ambitiQus alfo to fef 
or hear of PytlaprM, Plato, Phtinus^ Porphyry % anj 
fome other of Uie Grtcian Sages. Neither would I 
forget the Name of any renowned wife Man of poft 
Ages i for I think the £arth has bom but few of 
late, that deierve to be mentioned. But above al]» I 
^lould be diiigqnt and eurioui tp find eut the thrive 
great Htrmis^ Father of Wifdom and Science. 'Tia 
ten to one but I fhoold vlfit Z&r^rf, and a(k for 9 
Bottle of his beloved Cbamfaign Mufc^int^ if hiP bat 
any there. 

When I bad thui refrefhM my felf in the Para^ 
difes of this fublunary World, I would take my 
Conge, . and travel to die Orb of the M^n^ I would 
lufi the Hand of Menanhm who rules ftll the Inha<* 
bittnts of that Planet. If I found hi|n in a g0Q4 
Homour, I would boml^y beg his P^^don, and in« 
tQPcede for the filly Arcadim^. who boated nas thoft 
Cnmtfy ^was Mr tbm th§ mm. I wpuld reprefent 
their Caib at fitvoorable as I could ; puttiiig him 10 
mind that they wcie only a Cojn^y of poor 
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ignorant Shepherds^ who firft broachM that blaffAe- 
inoas Libel ; and tbat their Nation is qaite esctin^ 
en Earth : Therefore they are not worthy of his 
'firther Revenge or Anger ; fince every jircadia^ 
who had alTerted this in his Life- time, has for his 
Penance, been forc'd to dig in the Mines of the 
Moon, from the Hour of his Death. Perhaps thefe 
ipoor Fellows might fare the better for my Apology : 
Who knows ? But, if I fonnd that my Reqoeft was 
granted^ and thefe unfortunate Arcadians being re- 
leased from the SmhCyntiian Dongeons, were per- 
mitted to return to Earth again, 1 would charge 
them to have a Care how they affronted fnch a po- 
tent Neighbour next time. 

Having done fo good a Work, I would flip 

through the Orb of Mercury as nimbly as I could, 

left that conning Thief fhould fteal the Teeth out of 

iny Head. And juft paying my Refpedb to Lady 

Fenus, en pajant, I would (hut my Eyes, and glide in 

a Trice through the fcorching Sphere of the Sun. 

As for Mars, Jttfiier^ and Saturn^ I have nothing 

to do with them. But what Work would, I make 

with the Beads, and Monflers of the 8th 

• ^rits. Sphere ? I'd certainly fleece the * Rami 

f Tauns* and make the f Sn// run mad. If I 

J GiUiini. pafsM by the J Twins in Pity : I'd eat 

I Cancer. the g Crah far a Viaticum. The Shell 

§ Le$. Yd throw to the $ Lion to ftop his Mouthy 

led he (hould ferve me in the fame man* 

ner. But what a confounded Stop and 

Paufe (hon'd I make when I came to the 

Firgd, Virgin ? What Qualms of Love (houW I 

tibra. have ? Till weighing her in the Balance 

of Reafon, I ihoold find her too ligtit* 

'Scorfi^, And fhouM rather venture on the Scarf ion: 

But Vd firft charm him with the My- 

flerious Verficle of the Jkiran : And to make fure 

of him, rd pray for IJoab and all his Pofierity, ao« 

cording 
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cording to the old Role of the Arahiati$ : And then I 
might fafely pafs by,^ without being ilung. Had rafh 
PbaehH been icqaaic^eilivith thefe ^reti, when he 
drove the Chariot of the Sun fo madly, he might 
have rid over, the Scorpion^ without Danger of Burn- 
ing the World . Neither had he been Thonder-flruck 
by J^itfrf and Dnpwn'd in the River P^, nor his 
poor Sifters been turned into Poplars. However, as 
he fell out of the Coach-Box, he dropped 
his Turbaitc on the Frontkb x^:9t^iiiafy ; S^tany^- 
which i woiild take up^to ihield from ' 

the Shafts of that fpightful Archer. As 
for Cafncorn^ he is a good Harmleis Caprkonm^ 
Monfter; and any Body may pais by 
him without Danger.. Then Td quench 
my Thirft with Apmrius, after eating Jtiuofiuu 
the Cfks^/, and fo pn^are for another . 
Banquet on Pijc4s. . ' Pijcts^ 

If thou tfasnkeft, I anii too moch in 
jeft with the Heavenly Signs, I tell thee, there is no- 
thing in Nature more ridictiloas than thefe fiftitieiii 
Forms and Names aflign'd them by the Ancient Poets. 

However, my Soul b^ns to be tir*d with thus 
jmrfoing thofe Beafts of the Sky. So m put an End 
to the Chaoe, wiihing thee at^ my felf a good Re- 
•pofe : For it is above an Hoar paft . Midnight. Adiau 

• < 

Faris, iph of tht lotb Mom, 
of f hi Tiari 690. 
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LETTER V. 

S^ Hamet Reis £ffen£, Prtneipal Se-* 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

IP dictt ^It mm over die R^gMlcr of tlw Eidpim^ 
thou wHt'iftiid ibme of my Letbtn whcmu I nave 
dcfcrib'd tlie City of fkttiV^ aoeoidiiig to die bcft 
infotmatibn i iuid iram Adma^ a 7<^w lefidk^ dicot 
as a Priib|ie Agmt from di^ Graud Signkr. Theffr- 
fore^ avoi^ing-all Patticolarities coaocnuiig die lor 
civlHbteMagiiificcaceof t]iePBlaon»Tempkt» Bia^^ 
Colleges, andjodier pnbiick Boildkigsv wliemioduiig 
18 to- be ieen bat Marble, Jafper, Porpliyiy^ Stiver* 
and Gold, aad ddicr Brecioiis Orsamenis wkidi every 
where daaade the Eyei of Sciangers ^^ I wiU onljr cake 
ilotloe of foch Things rcbtijig to this City and ftfe" 
{mUicky as I fermerljr onittvd. 
' *T\^VfrMaMs poildTs ^veral nofi an^,. ntk^. and 
flourilhing Ckks in Iiafyi bc£dts abnndanot qf 
fiRtller Tewvtts^ €Mies» and Fortrefts.. Theliinica 
€>f thofe Qrti^ which aieiof chiefeft.Note, ate^ Bi^ 
game, Crtma, Brixia, Feroim, 9rin^ Jfmkia^ F9* 
awsuiy Fadua^ and 7imp$, Al for dkeXownSy .t|iey 
are too many to infert in a Letuer. 

Towards the North Of thetr City, they are Matters 
of almoft all FriuR ; ynthl^a, which is the utmoft 
Province of Itafyf on that Sidt. They are a!fo Lords 
of the greateft Part of Da/matia, with the Ifies be- 
- longing to it. In the Month of the Jdriatick Sea,. 
they poflefs C^rfuy Cipbaknia^ Zante, Cirip ; with 
many more of lefs Note. Not to fpeak of Gatuba,, 
U well ]giawa to the MM^u/maBs.. 
■ ' * • 
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Fran all tlide Teniiorics,^ the AefobSek hu a. 
Yearlf lacome of Two MtlUons in Gold : which isi 
aot tna(nfd up for an/ long I'ime* but b employ^di 
is the PofaKck £xpenoes i as in asatntainng MiHtarjr 
Foreety by Sea and Land ^ in Iniilding ani ngging: 
up thrir Fleets ; in ni&ag aindveptiixtng Poets and 
Ciftles; io faying the StipBod^ ol.Mag^ftnt^i aiuL 
Pablick Mimfters ; with other Expenoes^vloaL tediooa 
'to be nan'd* ^-.i , -j 

Thiif kire other Ways to fatfe McmyiwlBatitniu^ 
douuy Caies ;- as in Time of War, orthediice. For^ 
then they doi^de or tveble the Taaocs-^ and lythes^. 
and Impoftf. And all are liable to Mfwer the De* 
numds of the^epublkk ; the Noble ae well as the: 
Volgar. Neither do diey feent unwitting^ when tbe^ 
Msaetm Neeeflkies of the. Stele reoaire. Bitt». if 
this be not fufficient to defray the Pooliick C^haigeir;; 
then the Magiftratesy and Fahlicfc Minifters) are ob^ 
lig*d to wait for their Salaries and St^nids,. dil tW 
Commoiyweakh is in a Condition to pay them. Thqr 
alfo at fach aThae, are oC^ to fell the Places of 
Great Tmft afnd Honour to the Noblest v/bo at 
other Times enjoy thera Gtati^ as a Rewasd of theic 
Merits. 

If all this will not do the Bafinef«r snd thty £m& 
them(idve» redoc*d to great Extiemitiesi then the)r 
borrow of private Perions» fach Sams as they want,. 
en the FublidL Faich. And if any Wealthy Gitizeli,. 
refufe, or appear onwlUing to lend his- Honey, the^ 
fde Force and Vlo^ce ; feiziag ids Goods, whether 
Moveable, or Immoveable, a^ fell them £ar Jleadyr 
Money. At the iarae Time, the Repi&Iick deciaifes* 
her fdf Debtor to theie Men^ and pawns her Faa|b 
to pay them, with Intereft, after a certain Nambes- 
of Years, or when the War is fini&'d, aocordii^'as 
^e is able. And that which is moft admirable Is, 
that an tlMS is dome witboat liie Wail Tamdt or Se- 
ditioo». or any- £icterior Symptoms ' of. JE^ontodt.. 
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Kay, This People ate fo prompt and ready to affift 
the State in fueh Exigencies, that it is common for 
jnany of the Nobles, and w«dthy Citiiens, to m^kc 
a Voluntary Tender of their Money to the Senate : 
i^nd fame wiU iidl their Plate, of their own Accord i 
with all their Wives Jewels, ' and other Ornaments ^ 
turning them into Money, for the Service of the 
Commonwealth. . .• 

Beiides, not only the Inhabitants of yim€i coa- 
^tribote thas to the PobHck Treafory, bat alfo the 
iOther Cities and Towns under their Jarifdi^on ^ 
/each according to* their Ability. Therefore it matters 
not much, whether the RepaUitk have any Bank 
of Money by her, or no ; fince hef Private Subjeds 
:are rich enough, and ihe can make ofe of their 
'Wealth without any Dificolty, or ill Confequences, 
.whenever ihe has Occafion. 

As for the Strength, and Military Forces of the 

FiMthms, It may be faid, that there is fcaroe a Prince 

k^ Eurcfe, who has Better and Larger Fortifications 

than this Republidc. To defend which, and all her 

other Pofiefiions, ihe makes ufe of the Inhabitants i 

jcvery. Pievince being obligM to fumiih fp many 

Thoufand Soldiers, as are fuiRcient to fill the Garri- 

. fens^ and guard the Country from Foreign Invafion* 

Thus, in xhc Province of Ltnhard;^ alone, there aie 

Twenty-Five Thoufand Foot kept confiantly kk 

Arms* Befides thefe, ta Time of War they raiie 

JExtraordinary Armies, both in their own Territories,. 

and in GerMun^, or among the Swi/s^Camom z Frofl» 

\ which laft, the^ generally have an Aid of Thirty or 

l^ive and Thirty Thouiand Mercenaries ; Who are- 

• fou-tly beftowM on Board their Fleet, and partly in 

their Forts and Cables i whilft fome of them guard 

the Bridges, and other FaiTes of the Country. As 

k>r the Cavalry of this Commonwealth, it is very 

finaU and inconfideraUe for their 'Nuoiber : Bat 

moft of them the Sons of.. NoUe^^ they are 
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valaed for t&eir Blood ; which inputs them witb 
Hcrokk RefolotioQ and Bnvery. 

Wlien they are to wage War by Land, they 
ufually invite ibme Foreign petty Prince, to be Ge- 
neraliifiino of , their Armies : Him they endear with 
moft ample Gifts and Honours ; giving him two 
Senators for his Collegaes, Men who have been 
£gnaUy faithful and Serviceable to the Common- 
wealth. Thefe are called Proveditors, dr Superv>> 
fors-General. Without whofe Content and Appro- 
bation, this Generaliffimo cannot |ive Battle, or do 
any Thing elfe of Moment, from which the Common- 
.wealth may receive Profit or Dtoage. 

I forbear to fpeak of the Arfenal of Venice^ which 

is one of the Wonders of the World ; in regard I 

.have already given a Defcription of it to the Mi- 

nifters of the Porte, in one of my former Letteri, 

which thou wilt find regifterM. 

lUofirioas Scribe. I aim at Brevity in all my 
Diifatches, that I may not weary oat thv Patience : 
But fometimes my Subjeft carries me beyond ~ my 
Limits ; otherwife I ihould be forced to conclude 
feme of my Letters in the midft of a. Jlektion, which 
in my Opinion looks like a Botch. 

Therefore to avoid this Solecifm, I vmxA not cfefe 
«p my Di^tch, tiU I have given tliee an Account 
what Rites and Ceremonies are nfed in eledting the 
Dnkes of Funa. Which take as follow : 

The Day of EleAion being appointed, all the Fi^ 
miiimt Senatars that are Thirty Years of Age, meet 
togiether in the Palace, where theXSates being ihut, 
an Urn or Cheft is phced in the Middle of the^ 
Aifiembly : Into which are thrown as many little 
Balis, as there are Senators prefeot. Thefe Balls 
are of two Colours : For Thirty of them are Gill, 
the reft are White. Evtry one of the Senators 
. takes a &I1 out of the Um. Thofe who get the 
Thirty Gilt oun, ufi carried into a&otbec Cendave ;: 

whilft 
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vkilft tfaofe yi4m> htve tke wlnte oms, icmain m 
the fame Place. In the ieerad Ctndave it alib- 
]ribioed an Urn, into which Thirty Balls are caft» 
AiBong whidi Nme are Gilt,, the itft While. 
Thofe who get the Nine Gilt oiiei» ~ name Fortf 
Men, who aw called RbBon tf the Jirfi EiiOimT 
Thefe Fosty Men, throw iioo the Urn Forty Batta v 
of whkh Twelve are Gilt, the left White. Thofe 
who get the. Twelve Gilt Balls, are- called EU&ors. 
^ sbi Snund EUOkm : For they name Five and 
Twenty other Men. Thefe Five and T^^enty throw 
into the Urn, Five and Twenty Balls', of whidi^ 
Nine are Gilt, and they who get them> are called 
EJiSdrs if the Unrd EkOhM. For thefe name One 
and Forty Men, in whofe Power it it, to cscaie a 
Doke or Pxinoe of the Biepd»lisk. And they do it 
after this Manner. 

They chafe from among themfelves Three Senators 
more venerable tJian the reft, whom diey call the 
Ckifft ^ the Cmgr^mtm/f, and Two Secrecariet. 
Then there lesnain Six and Thirty, who gave an. 
their Votes afDor this manner. 

The Tloee Chiefs fit m fa many Seatsy nsove 
eminent than the reft : Then the Seoetaries a^l the 
Six and Thirty others in older before them ;. 
where every one throws into the Box, in Piefence of 
the Chiefe, a little Piece of Wood, on t^ich t» 
written the Name of him whom he wwdd kive 
to be Doke. Then every one of the Six and 
Thirty retires to his Place; vtMSt the Seaotaries 
read 4Bhe Sdiedaks before the Chiefe : And as 
many as they £nd there namVi for Dokes, fo many 
new Schedules do they make. Thefe are thiown 
p*omifcaoofly into a Cap, or Bonnet i^ from whence 
after a Shake or two to mingle them, they are dnwn 
oat, and hid in order on a Table. Bvt before they 
draw them all out, the firft Schedule Is read; aad 
:kewhofoNMne sswntfioa oa it». ii bkl to go into- 

the 
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fhe text Ccndave* TImmi the Cbkft rf du 
fflHm^ ju they are calhd* ftic the neft. If any Bbdf 
there cjui al^jeflt egakift the Eteftaon of this Man ? 
For if they can, and he does not give a fatisfeftory 
Aafwer, he b excbded lix>m all niffl)Hity of being 
Deke. But if he acquits hlm^ well» he is acknow^ 
k^edy and has the J)acal Crown pot on his Head. 
The prefent Duke •f Vtmct is the Hnndred and 
»«*«•# indnfively, fiom Vmiktim Au^ftms!, 
the fii^ that ever had that Honour ; heii^ elected 
in the City Bomcka^ in the Year 697 of the Qbri- 

Tlie Fmtiitman, in all their Aftions, very mve, 
sfifig lew Words, dpedally when they are at Table^ 
If my ase not io livdy and inventive as fomr 
other People of Ital^, yet they iptvfona aU Thin^ 
imth malare Ddiheration and Judgment ; whidi m 
tJbeCattie» thattheir Affidrs for the moft part facoeed 
very happdly. 

The UaHam have a common By-woxd current 
MBong thesit That the Fautuau urn mgnificent^ 
crafty, and difcret ; tiiofe of fVroM are finmeus and 
^uthfiii ; thefe of Pj/Am light and £ckk ; thofe 
«f Vkemat le ye ngefu L Again, they &y. The Wi^ 
MtimKt bring Money, ^itrinji Swoids, and Brzxi» 
Kbneers so theWar^. And that the Femtimu zxe 
igood Seamen, die Fadiiam good Heorfenen, anA 
thofe of ifio^tfflv excellent at an Amhoih. 

Of the WoBsea they have another tVoverbr 
That thofe of <lwtma are frandalent i they of VU 
vtasw conftaalt 1 they of Ftnkt pnmd and infoknt ^ 
ihey of Ftrona |;racioa8 ; ^hofe of Brheia diligent i^ 
ihole oi^irwjo jeatous ; and choie of Bergamo crafty* 
-They ikj Mkewife, that Bfr^mma has many Sianderen;^. 
TttdMa many good Soldiers ; Vicenxa many Counts^. 
vd-Brixui many diduale Mifers* 
• • . .. 
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Cottrteons Minifter, thoa wik besr, I hope# 
with my Tedhmfneis io difcoorfing of tkw Great 
Republick ; which cannot be handled ift a few 
Words. 

As to the manner of their Govenment, it is ad- 
mirably mild and gentle^ wife and juil ; feeking 
Peace, but not remiing War, when they have a 
foft Provocation* It is worthy of any Man*s Con. 
^deration, how this Coihmoawcadth has fiood finA 
and nnihakfn for above Twelve Hundred Years, 
amidft fb many cruel Wars, and potent Enemies ; 
fo that her Subjects, if they be compared with 
others, may be faid to enjoy the Golden Age ; fince 
they live in continaal Eafe and Tranqaillity, increa- 
fing ddly in Riches, Honoars, and every Kind of 
Profpcrity. . » j 

'■ This is- to be afcribed, in the firft place, to the 
jnoft Excellent Laws and Rules .of Policy, left 
them by Men of fingular Prudence and Wifdom; 
.who, had they livM in the Times of the Ancient 
Greeht might well have been lided among the 
jnoft Famous Philolbphers and Law-givers. 

The Duke,: in the Gtavity of his Pbrt,' the 
Splendor of his Robes, and the.- Magnificence of his 
Palace, feems to exhibit the Majeftyiof an Emperor. 
And yet he has no more Aathority than any one 
4)f the Senators who created him : For he has but 
one Vote in the Senate,* as all the Nobles have: 
Only *it lies upon him to give Audience to Foreign 
AmbafTadors, in the Name of the Senate. He can 
do nothing without^ the Con&nt of the Seniite, either 
in Peace or War. The Senate. £rft decrees, and hit 
confirms their Edifb ; wJiidi are alfo pabli(hM in 
his Name. It is lawful for him to go into all the 
.Courts of Juflice, and PuUick Tribunals, where he 
may pafs his Verdidl in any dubious Cafe ; yec ii^ 
as any of the Senators may coatradiA hitt if thejr 
|>leafe. 
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The Form of Government therefore in this He- 
publick appears to be an Ariftocracy, or the Go- 
vernment of a few I nor the Riehe(l» or the moft 
Powerful, but the Wifeft and theBefl ; fuch as by a 
long Series of faithful Services, have merited well of 
the Commonwealth. 

Thefe make up the College, or Cooncii of Ten ; 
which being joinM with Fifteen others, and Six 
Counfellors, the Duke being Prefident, has Power 
of deliberating and decreeing Things tending to the 
Safety of the Commonwealth ; neither o^n thefe 
Decrees be repeal'd. This is properly the Divati, 
or Privy-Council. There is befides this a Council, 
or Diet of Two hundred and twenty-five Citizens, 
who are properly called Senators, and very much re- 
fesnble thofe of Antient Rami: For none are per- 
mitted to enter this Senate, but Nobles, or the Sons 
of fuch. They muft alfo be above Five and twenty 
Years of Age. The third and laft Senate confifts 
of Two thoufand five hundred Men. But in regard 
a great Part of thefe have fome Offices and Honours 
abroad, there (eldom meet above a Thoufand fix 
hundred, when the Honfe is fullefl. 

Thefe meet once cvtry Week, that is, on the firft 
Day, as alfo on fome of their more folemn Fefiivals. 
Here Magiftrates are created, and Publick Offices 
diflributed with admirable Order. From hence are 
chofen the Two hundred and twenty-five, who make 
up the foregoing Senate, as being the moft prudent, 
expert, and converfant in the Aflnirs of State. Thefe 
decide all Controverfies of greater Moment ; as the 
A&irs of Peace and War ; the Care of fortifying 
their Cities and CafUes ; of creating Generals and 
Captains i of fending Embaffies to Foreign Princes. 
Here alfo are read dl the Letters, Difpatches, and 
Exprefifes, which are addrefs'd to the Republick from 
other Parts. In a word, whatfoever is of more ma- 
terial Confideration, is handled in this Senate. 

Impartial 
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ImwMtiftl BjfmuUi thoa wilt not emdcaui mt ms 
an hmAt or an Enemy of tbe Muffkbumi^ in that 
I i«|mfeiit to tboe in its trae Coloon the prefeat 
Stai» €f rMr/r#. If we ovgkt to give il» Doril hi$ 
doe* as the Cbriftians iay ; in-Go p*9 Name, let ui 
not rob Men of thfeirs, tho* they be onr Enemio- 

MagoUiocBt uA lAasncd Hmmt, adien fn tbk 
Time. 



Paris, ph of the luh Movn, 
ff thtTear 1&89. 
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> 

To Ofman Adroonetb, Aftrologer tft 
Ordinary to the Sttltan« 

THE Inkibkaiits of ih/tkWiJItm Parts are m 
t great and graeral Cooflemadoa, at the Ap* 
peuwcc of a new Comet, or Blaaing-Star. it 
rifcs maeh about the Tiiae the Sun fttft» and ia thc» 
fame Qoarter of the Heavens. The Body of it koka 
no Ugger dian a Star tf the irft Ma^aitnde i fioni 
whence fpriaei a Pyruftid of light, extending it 
felf to the Cmp of the Mid-Hearen, where its C^e 
fans to terminate. 

The SaperftitiDiis call it the^woidof Goo, fae« 
canfe of its Form ; being not much nalike an oU 
Two-edgM Rapier* I am iaatc it does not refemblo 
a Turkffi Scymeear; ibr thoie, thon knoweft^ ara 
obliqae in their Figure, and this is ftrait. 

They are foU of mehncholx Pie&ges i and the 
iUlfokmrs themielves give oat» that ibis Coma 
pofteaA dreadftti Qdmmtim so Stinpi. which ma/ 
not diibover theoafelvm perhaps th«e mamr Years^ 
Nay, they asffiral, fhti tint GimmHM JUl if fuH^ 

Ijhaveagiem Veneration fiir die Science of tha 
Stars, nA even frr jndidal Afbrolc«y i tho* I aan^ 
not pieiend id any Sidll in any ofthem. I hmm 
ftodiM them both t31 1 waa wcaiy ; being ditsoo^ 
lagpd by the JDiftmnfie of Mens Qptmoas, and 
the Uncertainty of their Cooehsfions, in Afatieri 
of fi> remote, foUime, and myilerions a Natnre* 
Befidtt, I fiuoetd under the Borden of fnch yaft 
Spemhiions, whiU I fimad my ielf ftiU wandring» 
not only in the Blindnefs of my own proper In« 

tellcC^ 
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tclledy bat alfo in the general Darknefs of haman 
Rcafon. 

I confider'cl the Birth-place of tfaefe Sciences 
which all will a)nfer^ to be the Buft : And there I 
jfbund the ChaU^tam dii&ring from the Gymnofipbtfis 
of India ; thefe again dontradi^ng my Coantrymen 
the Arabians. To pafs from thence into Africa: 
I perceived the E^ptians were of'one Sentiment, 
the EthiefioMi of another, and the Moors of a third. 
Neither cpoM I difcern any Agreement between 
theGreih^ndRcmofu. Ashrthtysws, tkiyxlafii^d 
wkhall. . 

* Pla/0p Praim^ Jrijhfkf AverrHs and many other 
S^ges aifert, there are but eight Spheres. Yet 
Hermes Trifiaiffijimg with feme of the Perjmn Ma^^ 
added a ninth. So did Axarcbel the Meor^ and his 
Countryman ^ehitb. Of the fame Opinion was Al- 
hrt the Great, Whilft there are fome who tax 
thefe with making a Decimation in the Orbs, and 
taking « Tythe from Heaven ; kx they aficrt the 
Number of the Spheres to be ten. 
" They not only thus differ from one another, but 
tiiro* that Inconftancy which is infeparable horn the 
Minds of Mortals, they vary even mm themfelves. 
One Z)ay of one Opinion, the ntxt of a contrary. 
So A^hvnfiu one while affMed aiae- Spheres, and 
t lew Years after retrenched himfelf to eight. Thir 
is a Vanity, from which the gitateft an^ moft 
Eminent Writers in she World Jia?e n6t been 
free. Indeed, this Mutability of Opinion is oa- 
toral to all Men : As if our Minds were fobjedt to 
the Laws of Generation and Cbrrnption, lilw our 
Bodies}.. or aar if there was a continual Flux' and 
Reflax of our Thoughts, as there is of oor- Corporeal 
Atoms. 

. Thefe Authors. not only vary about tbe. Num- 
ber of the CeleOial Orbs, bat alfo Gonceniin|r 

then 
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iheir Motion, efpecially that of the eighth^ which 
is called ^ the Sphere of the fixed Stars : .For, tlic 
Qbaldaam and Egyptians held it had but one Mo- 
tion ; others affirnaM it had more. The Talmudiftf 
affign it two ; whilH iatat modern Adronomers 
among the Chriflians are more liberal, and allow 
it three diftindl Motions : One of the Trepidation,, ai 
they 'dill it ; And this -is its own proper Courfe ; 
which it performs, . they fay, in Seven thoufand 
Years. A fecond of Giratim; which it derives 
from the ninth Sphere, as one Wheel is roll'd 
about by another. And this Circuit, according 
to their Opinion, is not finiihM in lefs than Forty 
nioe thousand Years. And if that be true, we 
muft not expedl the DifToIution of the World be- 
fore that Term is expir*d. For it would be im- 
pious to fuppofe, that the Eternal Architeft, ha- 
ving made this Sphere for a Circuit of fo long a 
Duration, would . ftop it before its Race were 
fully run ; much lefs in the midft of its Career^ or 
by that Time it had accomplifliM a fixth Part of 
its Revolution ; as the yet^s and/ Cbriftians believe. 
The third Motion of this Sphere is caird Rapid and 
Dsumal ; for which they i^y, ^tii obliged to the 
tenth Orb, or Priptum MAile* 

Then again they diiier in the Meafare of the 
Time they allow for the Motions of the Fixed 
Stars ^ One will have them; to fpend an hundred 
Years in travelling ofie .Degree: Another brings 
them to this Statj^on in Sixty-fix Years ; a third m 
Seventy-five; a- fourth in Seventyreight; / The 
Jews in Seventy ; the Chrifiiam in Eighty : Whilft 
the. Indians go beyond them al} ; aiTerting that 
there ztp two Stars in the eighth Sphere, diame- 
trically oppofite to each other, . which do not fup*' 
ply esioh PUce in. the Zadidfk i^i'lefs than a Hun- 
4ked aqd Iqiftf fotir thmiiiad Ycnn^ They afirm 

alfo 
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^^^ there art many Motions of the Spheres abofe, 
which are yet unknown to Mortak. 

If this be fo» there maj be, for onght we know, 
otho* Stars and Bodies alio, to whkh theie Motions 
nay agree, tho* we caanot diioem either the one or 
the oSer, becaitfe of the Superlative Vaftneis of 
the Height, and the Imperfedioa of homan Art. 
Of this O^niott were AlfOrag^ thamrimu the Phi- 
loibpher, and others. 

By all that I have £iid> I do not pretend to in- 
Srnd thee in Things Whereof thoa wert ignorant. 
I know thee, by eeaeral Fame, and the Cliaii* 
€(xx of Men of Jndgfliait, to be an aocom^ilhM 
Mafter in this myfterious Science. But I refleft 
thus on ^e Inconiaacy and DoubtfidBeis of 
Mens Reaibn in thefe Matters, as an Intrododioa 
to the Liberty I will take, of triling thee once 
again my own Thoughts concerning Oomets ; 
which firft foggefled the Trouble I aow gire thee 
In Uiis Letter, as I did onoe before on the like Oc- 
caiion. . 

Suffer me to be a little proKx and tedious \ 
for thefo Speculations are ftrong, and not handled 
with Eafe, or ia a ftw Words. I would foin foe 
the Aftronomor that has been in Heaven, and can 
give me an Account, what is the true Mdiioa of 
the Planet Man\ or that has difoovered ^ exaft 
Ingrefii of the Ztm into die Equfnodial Points. 
Let him alf6 reveal to me the Nalfcure of the 
Qahycfi and what Subftanees, or Qff^ti^f the^ 
are, which tompofe the Mi^ Wa^. Thefe are 
Subjects which have puzzled afi Antiquity ; and 
the Wifeft of thefe Modem Times aie as much to 
foek as their Fathers. O fatal Darkneft of this 
mortal State! What~ Mifts of Ignorance and 
ISrror are oar Minds envelofird mth } We are 
|ierpetually* beWUder^d -in a Labyrinth and Circle 
- - of 
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^ StciftiHfins and AnA^mitis. T%t Sun, by Day, 
difdofes CO ttt tha outwani Features and Linea* 
fia^ts of thefe Lower Elements : The Moon and 
Stars are not backward to (hew ns the Face cf 
the Heanns by N%ht> unlefs fometimes the en-> 
▼ioiis Sj^irits of the hit draw a Veil of thkk black 
GtOttds before the lordy Ptftttre, md leave us^ 
in Darknefs. But Fate has hidden from us the Inte* 
Hor Parts of Heaven and Earth, and all the other 
Beings in the Univerfe. 

Among the reft, I cannot bat conceive, we 
ate ftrangely miibiken in the Nature of thefe Co* 
meti. For if they are only certain Heaps of in* 
.flammable Matter, kindled in the Air by the Force 
of the Sun-beamt, or by feme other Influence of 
Natore $ how come ^zy to have fo regular and 
diftinft a Motion of their own ? How came' they 
to life and fet, at certain Hours, every Day and 
Night, varying only as the Heavenly Bodies do, 
in appearing earlier or later one Day than ano» 
ther, according to the facceffive Alteration of 
the four Sealbns of the Year ; that fo they may 
pa6, like them, through aU the Signs of the 
Zodiaek F If the Earth move, and thefe 0>metB 
be in the Air, they muft needs be carried round 
with the Motions of the whole Fortex. Bat it is 
apparent to Human Sight, that they are not 
thas whirrd round with the Jtmojphere^ but have 
a diftin^ and fometimes a quite contrary Motbn. 
They ate ftatick, direCfc, afnd retrogmde, lik^ 
the Planets ; which is almoft a Demonftradon, 
that their Seat is in the Heavens, at leaft above 
the interfeaing O^ of i&e Moon. And if fo, 
I' fhould be glad to haye an Account of thelt 
CJeneration and Ori^nal. For, the Subftanc^ 
of the Heavens being immotaMe, and not fob* 
jeft to any Change, or Coimptions it lb impoffi* 

bk. 
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poffible/ that any new pofthumons Being can be 
generated there. There may, I believe, in every 
Age, be difclofed and uncabined, feme glittering 
Forms in the Heavens, which before lay hid, 
and lock'd up in the Tre^ares of the mod- High, 
But they are as old as the World it felf: That*s 
my Creed: Let other Men think what ckey 
pleafe. . 

If I could wonder at any Thing, it woald be 
at the millaken Piety of thofe, who, to avoid the 
Cbarybdis of Aibeifm^ which attributes all things 
to Nature or Chance, fall into x!tL^S<yUa Qli^2LXiSi'' 
ticifm and Religious Dotage, whilft they vainly af- 
fert, that every new Alteration in the World> is an ^ 
£fie£l of G o D*s immediate Creative Power. Not a 
Child is conceived, but G o xk then and there creates 
a Soul for it. Not a Plague, Fire, Pedilenqp, or any 
other common Calamity happens, but they muft 
difturb the Reft of the Eternal Deity, and make 
him have a particular chief Hand in the Confpi- 
racy. So of Comets they preiage tremendous 
Things ; as if G o D: had immediately created them, 
to> warn this Lower World of fome approaching 
Judgments. Whereas, according to the Didates of 
more impartial Reafon, they are the Products of his 
£rft Tiat^ when he made the Univerfe : Only he 
has refervM the Revelation of them, to certain Pe- 
riods of Tijme. But thefe fort of People aSront 
.GonreaUy, for fear of affronting him. They in- 
jure his Goodnefs, to fave his Omnipotence ; aod, 
by a. Back-Blow,, they ftrikeatboth, in Defence of 
his fuppos'd Arbitrary Will. Let not )»v Soul Jii 
down in their Cahaia » nor f/pf Mind lifien to the Si* 
crets <f their Diwnity, 

O Sage Ofman \ I believe that ^all Things flow 
fiom Go D by an Emanation without Beginning, 
and fubfift on. him by a DependaaoB which fbUl 

sow 
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know no End. With him the Caufes of all fleeting 
and decaying Things have a permanent Stability. 
In him reiide immutable Springs of whatfoever is 
fubje^ to Change. In his Eternal EJJence do live 
the Principles and Models of all Being ; but he is no 
daily Labourer. ^'Tis a Grand Contempt of the 
Divine Majedy . thus to invade the Reft and Sabbatifm 
of the* Moft High, who dwells for ever in infinite 
and eternal Solitude and Blifs : To make him the 
Drodge of his Creatures, who has Ten Thoufand 
Thoufand Myriads of Angels to execute his Will. 

Undoubtedly he has contrivM the Univerfe with 
fuch Ine^ble Art, that his whole Pleafure is per- 
formed by fecond Cdufes. This infinite Machine is 
full of Wheels, and has an eternal Motion ; whereof 
he is the Original Spring. * If I may defcend to fa 
low a Comparifon, obferve but the Courfe of a Mil- 
ler ; when once he has turn M the Cog of his Mill^ 
he has no moie to do but to ftand dill and look on : 
The Work goes forwatd of it felf without any more 
of his Labour, till he ftop it. So the Supreme 
Artift, when he had once fet the Primum Mobile a 
going, had no more to do, but to enjoy himfelf in 
eternal Beatitude. 

It is an Indignity to the Omnipotent God, to fiqr 
or think he was not able to make a World perfect 
as a Mortal Man can frame the Imagination of. Now 
I think 'tis very eafy to conceive, that as a Hand- 
jnilly which continually requires the Attendance of 
fomebody to keep it in Motion, has lefs of Artifice of 
it than a Water or a Wind-mill, which go of them- 
felves : So a World, that muft always have its Ma- 
ker Slaving and Drudging, Toiling and Moiling at 
the Produfi of every individual Generation and Cor- 
ruptions of every new Event, or what appears to 
us to be {09 is not fo excellent and perfeS, as one 
Ihat can perform its own Talk by the neceflary 
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Force wliich ooe contigaoHS Atioei lias lyoii aii^oth^r % 
tike Wheels upon Wbeek. 

To condude all, undoatecUy th^ Worka of God 
tie moft perfeft and full of Wifdom. He made aU 
Tk^gft froBi Eteraity, aad they pb^ his Lawr. He 
luLs appointed the Thnes and Seafoqs of Good and 
Evil. The Symptoms wheveof appear to Man- 
kind in wirioas Manners. In Dreams and ViHons 
ky N^t} in ominous Aocidents by Day ; in Pro- 
]»liecies and Genend Whifpers ; in Apparitions, S^- 
Ares, and Monftrous Forms i in ij^ven, and all 
Ihe iBlements s finely, in Comets. 

But* Oh Learned jUrc^iutb! Does it thferefoie 
ibilovy that thefe Sigps, thefb Apparitions, thefc 
Comets, li<' are ireiUy created for the fai&e of 
Mankind ? Am there not various Ends and Ufes of 
an Things : Are not the Fixed Stan, and the Plan^, 
according to their difeent Configurations and Af- 
pe£b. Signs of Good and Evil, as well as Cosietsf 
And ai« not the Stars as old as the World ? Why 
may not Ae Comets be fo too, though they are w^ 
tealed at certain ftated Periods of Timei 

Thnm is one comprehenfi^ Jleafon for all, in 
that double Query ; and TU fay no mom to tile Sage 
Adrwutht for whom a Word is fiifficient. 

I piay Heaven divert fxpm thee the Inftuenoe irf 
Evil Stars; and that whilik thou confiemplateft 
their Order, Motion, and Efficacy, thou may*t 
not tumble into a Ditch, as did jk gx i m im t, 4&d 
fbtJis the Uihjwn Aftfoloiger. Miu» 

^th$rm 1681. 
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tT^ the Venerable Muftw 



THE Peq>l^ of Jlmi having abolifiied tbe 
GoTcrniDient of SangSy tnuislerr*d the Sove- 
reignty on Brutus and Collatinusy the Champions ti^ 
sSadx Liberty, altering both their R^t and Title : 
For they caU*d them CoAfuls, not Kings : and or- 
dained that ^eir Power fhoiild laft but a Year i whick 
being expired, new ones were elefted in their ftead. 
And the R^afon why they had Two, was. That if 
one prov'd guilty of Evil Adminiftratlon, Injudice^ 
or Tyranny ; the other, having equal Power, might 
coib him, and re^ify the puUidc Ai&irs. They 
v^ere alCb calPd Cpn^s, to put diem in mind that 
they were to do nothing arbitrarily, bat in aU 
TUogs of Importance, to confnlt their Fellow- 
Citizens. 

So great was the }ay of the Ramans^ upon this 
Recovery of their Freedom, that cfaey coidd fearce 
believe it was true. But as it ufually falls out 
yx any farpriztng Happnefs, all ieem'd as a Dream. 
And fi) inveterate was their Averfion for Kings, 
that they rcacpdled C^Ilatimu from the City, oSiy 
faecade he was Nephew to Tarquin the Proud j 
whofe Name he aMb bore. Valerius PMicBla was 
^tthfiituted in his ftead : A man fingnkrjy devoted 
to the PuUick Good. He owned himielf the Creft- 
iiiie of the People, and gave Power of Appealing 
frpm him to them. And left he might offend them 
by the JLofty Batldins of his HouS; which sdfo 
landing en a Rock, Mem*d ftrong as a Caftle ; he 
f ulFd down the Opper Stones, and made it levd 
withi^rdiaaiy Uonfes. 
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Bruitts'% Collegue was no lefs fludious than he, ' to 
gain the Favour of the • Citizens ; even with the 
X>eflra6lion and Slaughter of his own Children. 
For, when he perceived his Sons confpiring to re» 
ilore the abrogated Monarchy, he brought them 
fortn into the Forum or Market-place : and having 
causM them to be fcourgM with Rods, he beheaded 
them : Thus detnonftraiting, that, as a Parent of 
the People, he adopted them in the RoQm of his 
perfidious Children. 

The Romans being from this Time made per- 
fedlly freti firil took Arms in Defence of their 
new-gotten Liberty, againft the neighbouring 
King : next for the Bounds of their Dominions ; 
then for their Confederates ; and laft of all, for 
Xjlory and Empire : Being on tvery fide invaded 
and molefted by the adjacent People. . For they 
had no Territories ~ within the Walls of their 
City : So that they were no fooner out of the 
Gates, but they were expofed to the To/cans and 
Latins ; between whom the City was feated, as it 
were in the Middle. Therefore refolving to en- 
large their Territories, they took one City and 
Province after another, till at length they became 
Mailers of all Ita^f. 

Their firft Expedition was againft l^orferma^ King 
of the ^ofcans ; who took the Field with a great 
Army ; having the ^arquins along with him, whom 
Jie undertook to re-eflablifh ip the Throne of 
their Fathers. He made fierce and refolute Ad- 
vances, poiTefling himfelf t)f the Hill Janiculum, 
and the Avenues of the City ; where he befieged 
them clofe, and prefied them with Famine. Yet 
the Romans fuilainM all with admirable Bravery : 
And tJieis flout Refiftance had th]3 Efle£t, that at 
length Por/ennat when he had almofl vanquifh*d 
them, made a League of Peace. He was chieHy 

inov'd 
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jnovM to this by thofe Prodigies and Miracles of 
Roman Fortitude, Horatius Codes, Mutius Sca*vola^ 
and Clelia, The lirft of which, when he was not 
able to keep off the unequal Throng of his 
Enemies, tvtry where crowding on him ; at 
length broke down the Bridge, and fwam crois 
the Tyher with his Weapons in Hand. The Se- 
cond attempting to kill Porfenna in his own Camp ; 
when by miilake he had, inftead of the King, 
ilabb'd his Vizier or Secretary, and for that Fa£t 
was feizM ; he thraft his Right Hand, that was 
guilty of the Error, into the Fire, faying, with 
a menacing Voice, Think not thy felf the fafer^ O 
King, . hecaufe thou hafi efcaped «ry Hand, Jince there 
yet remain Thres Hundred Romans, ivho have all 
/worn to make the fame Attempt, Porfenna trembled 
and was afloniihed at the Boldnefs of the Man; 
whilft Mutius flood ilill, undaunted with his 
~ Hand broiling in the Fire, as a Demonftration 
of his invincible Condancy, and of the Truth of 
what he affirmed : Thus did thofe Two Famoua^- 
Men behave themfelvfs. And as if a Glorious 
Envy .had fermented the Virtue of the Female 
Sex; a certain noble Virgin, called Qkliay who 
was given in Hollage to the King Porfenna, efbapM 
her Guards by Night* and mounting a Horfe 
which ihe found in the Way, fwam over the 
^^/r on him.' Porfenna, as if he were terrified at 
the Fortune and fiupendous Refolution of the 
Romans, conftnted to a Peace : But the Latins 
would not let them reft fo; for they alfo at- 
tempted to reilore the Tarquins ; not fo much in 
Love to • them, as out of Spite to the Inhabi- 
tants of Rome, being defiroos to fee that People 
at leaft fubjugated at home, who lorded it fo 
Abroad. There was a bloody Fight between . 
*era \ and the Fame goes, that Two Gods, Cajl«(t 
and Pollux, were prefent on White Horfes, as 

L 3 Spe^tors 
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Spe^afon of the Combat. Wherefoie, after tin 
Mtmans YaA gotten the Viiftory» they butt a Tem- 
ple to thefe Warlike Deities ; as a Stipend or 
^e^rahl to their Champions. And thus hx they 
Ibaght tor Liberty ; which having facccfsfblly 
iflerted and eftablifhed, they were involved in 
Irefii Wars, about the Conmies of their Domi^ 
liion. 

it would be too tedious to lehearfe die Tarioiw 
Battles and Encounten between them and the 
Heighbouring Nations^ wherein at laft they alwayi 
got the Vidtory, and extended the Limits of their 
Empire far and wide. Such alio, and fo |»rodi* 
iious were the A£tioBs» Exploits^.and hardy Per* 
nrmanc^ of this flout People* that when King ' 
P;rr/&«j confider*d it, he break forth into this Excla- 
mation : Ho^ eafi nven ii^ fiud he, to obtain the Etit^ 
^in of the IFor/if, *Win Pyrrhus Kitig oftht Romans i 
or the Romans Soldiers to Pyrrhus f 

Yet as hSt as this Viftorious People enlarged 
fheir Territories Abroad, fo did their Seditions 
and Tumults increaie at Home ; raifed by the Am^ 
bition of fom^, aiid the Pifooptent of otheis ; till 
stt hsngth they had entirely fubdued all Itafy to 
tiieir Obedience : In which Eaterprize they ipenr 
Five Hnndred Years^ befere they brought it to 
Perfeftion. 

Then, like a Fire which devonrl aU the Wood 
It meets in its Way, till its Fui^ be ftoppM by* 
t3ie Interoourfe of feme River : lb 'the Rommu 
ceas*d not to ctequer to the yery Shores of bafy* 
But when they confiderM Sieify^ as a nioft Ridv 
and Plentiful Ifhmd ; only rent, as it wei« bf 
fotoe Injurious Stroke rfTime, or Pate, or Chailo^ 
from their Continent; they refolved to imitt 
thefe again by Arms and War^ Which could not 
be joih'd togl^her by Bridges, or Piets. And m' 
Ycry fevontable Opportunity preienwd it felf to 

them 
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tiieiB for ikis parpoTe ; whilft tke Coftfederate 
Feoj^e of Meffina^ the chief Mart of that liland^ 
cofflplam'd of the Tynutoy pradHed by the Carika* 
gimans. 

At that Tirne Rome and Carthage where ema* 
I0U8 of each other ; l^th equally Rivals for Si^ 
iifyt and the EmiHre of the World. Therefore 
under a Ma& of helping their Friends and Al-« 
lic8« the RomoMs betook themfelves to the Sea ^ 
bat with real Defign to enrich themfelves with 
Booty, and adding this Ifland to their Empire i 
Whil^ the Cartbaginiani appeared like open Ene- 
mies and Pyrates, without any Difguife. Theft 
having loft their Fleets in varioos Conftidls, their 
Fate yielding to that of Romi^ the Romans made 
Siciif a Tributary Province, and then reduc'd 
Sardtnia and Corfica. Thus having expellM the 
Carthaginians out of all the Iflands (tf the Mtditer* 
raman Sea, there remaiix'd nothing for them to 
conquer on that *Side, but j^riek it felf. Where 
alfo they Landed, and took above Three- Hnn« 
dred Places of Strength, in a ihort Time: 
Though they were ftoutly opposM, not only by» 
Men, but alfo by Monfters. For a certain Scu<* 
pcndons Great Serpent, a Hundred and Twenty 
Foot in Length, annoyed their Camp very 
'much» near the River Bragada f as if this Dread* 
lul Beaft had come into iSc Workl on purpoie ta 
be the Champion of its Native Country, and de« 
fend or revenge Oppreflcd ji^ick. Buj^ Regulus^. 
whofe Vidtoriotts Arms,* neither Men, nor Mon- 
Aen, nor Fate, could hitherto refift ; made no ftop, 
till he came with his Army before the Widls q% 
Cortb^i it felf, the Root of all this War. Here 
Fortune bepm to 6U off from him, and prover 
bis Enemy : Yet fo as only ta give an Occafio* 
for the Roman Virtue to appear more lUnftrious^ 
For though by the Good Conduft dLXtmtifpus the 
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Lacedemonian General, Thirty Thoufand Romans 
were kilPd in one Fight> and Regulus himielf 
taken Prifoner ; yet fo great a Misfortune could 
not make him lofe himfelf, or fink into any 
Faflion beneath the Conflancy and Fortitude of 
an Invincible Hero. The Cartbaginiam fent him 
as their Ambafiador to the Senate of Rome^ to 
propofe a Peace, and the Exchange of Captives. 
But he was of a contrary Sentiment, and diiToa- 
dedthe Senators from hearkening to any fuch 
Overtares ; chufing rather bravely to return to his 
former Captivity, there to be crucify 'd ; than 
be *Inflrumental in Word or Deed to the leaft 
Diflionour or Difadvantage of his Country : So 
that though , vanquifh'd, he yet feem*d ^o tri- 
umph o'er his Conquerors. And his lamented 
Fate had this Influence on the Romans^ that it 
made them proTecute the War with more Fierce- 
nefs and Ardor, to revenge the Blood of Re- 
gy/us, than in Hopes of Conqueff. So deep are 
the Impreffions of Love, which a good General, 
Living or Dead, makes in the Hearts of his Sof- 
diers. Thus the War was renewed again in Si- . 
eify, wherein the Romans came off Conquerors : 
And as an Evidence of the Greatnefs of their 
Victory, they Ihew'd an Hundred and Twenty 
Elephants taken from <he Enemy in the Field. 
Which would have been a great Prey, had they 
been uken in Hunting ; but now fetvM only as 
a Trophy of a more expehfive Conqaeft. This 
Viflory was obtain*d in the 'Confulihip of Meiei^ 
hi ; which was follow*d by a terrible Over- 
throw at Sea, in that of Jfpiw Claudius : When 
the Romans feem'd not fo much overcome by their 
Enemies, as by the Prophanenefs of their Gene- 
ral, or the Divine Vengeance. For. he confult- 
ing the Augurs before he began the Engage* 
nent ; Chickens were let out of their Coops, to 
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ob&rve the wifh'd for Trepidation of the Corn 
they were to feed on. But when the Oracuhus 
Birds would not tafte a Grain ; the General difgufl- 
ed at the Fatal Omen, commanded them to be 
drownM in the Sea^ faying, with an impious Jeft : 
Sinct they <will not ecU^ let them drink their Fill. 
In the fame Place was the Roman Navy funk and 
deftroy*d. 

. There were many fuch Encounters as the& be- 
tween them, for the Space of Four and twenty 
Years and upwards ; even. till the Confulihip of Zr»- 
iatius Catulus ; when the Enemy feem'd not to ad- 
vance with a Fleet of Ships, well mannM and rigg'd 
with all NecefTaries, but all Carthage appearM upon 
the Sea with the Woods and ForeHs round about 
it. This prov'd its Ruin. For they were too 
heavy for Service : Whereas the Roman Navy was 
light and expeditious, like a moving Camp ia 
the Sea. In a word, they fet npon the Cartha^ 
ginians fo furioufly* and fhatter'd their Veilels witli 
iuch Speed, that all the Sea between Sanlinia and 
Sicily, was coverM with the difmal Wrecks. And 
this Vidlory was fo great, that they had no far- 
ther Thoughts of failing to J/rid, and razing 
the Walls of their Enemies ; that being counted 
needL^s, fince Carthage was noW extinguilhM in 
the Sea. 

After this War was fini(h*d, the Romans enjoy*d 
a (hort Reft, as it were to breathe themfelves. 
And as a Demonftration Of Feace^ ttit Temple 
of yanus was (hat up, it having been conilantly 
open before, from the Reign of Numa Pompiiiuu 
And this DiftinAion was the Fublick Emblem of 
Peace and War. 

Thou wilt not have the Patience to read their 
Wars with the Ligurians, Gauls, Ilfyrians, Macedo^ 
mans, Syrians, Germans, Spaniards ; and, in fine» 
wilb the moil potent Nations on £art^« . Twill 
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be as irkfimie to be detaitiM with a Rehearfiil of tket^ 
Bomeftick Seditions, and Changes of Go?ernment. 
Suffice it to hy, that this People grc«r woife by 
ike Increaie of their Empiie : ^nd after tliey had 
fubverted Carthage, Corinth, Numantia, and othef 
Famous Cities of Europe, JJuty and ^kk : After 
they had fabdiied Gaai, firaci, CiHciai Cifpad^ 
gia, Jrmema, Britain, and many other moft ridi 
and opulent ProTinces wroad ;. they begafa to make 
War among themfdves ^ their former Virtues tumM. 
feto Vices : Tbe Seditions, Conf[Mncies» and Ema- 
latipns of the ^R'inmwrif the Triinnes, of CaNtHn^^ 
Mariui, Syiia, Anthon;,. Fomf^, and a thouftnd 
i»tHer Popular Coiiimotions^ helpM towards the Con- 
fiaficiv. of this Empire ;; whkh feemM to be tl^ Sap* 
port of all Things. 

Moft Divine of the Swxeflbrs of the Prophets ^ 
Ais vaft Efflpiie is now become but as a fliatter*4> 
Skeleton of antient Rome : and moft of the Exte- 
inoT Members, are fallen to the Share of the AlK 
tonqaering Ottomans. God perpetdate the Vi6lo- 
Ties of Trne Believers t and yet grants that thek 
Con^uefta may not out-laft their Virtues.. 

Ruris, StB of the ^J Meon^ 
ef the Tear 168&. 
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LETTER Via 

To Dgnet Oglou.. 

IA M as waggifh as a Janizafy that has Btwl>r 
received his Afpers. There is mofe Satire in. 
tat at this Time than there was ki ^^vMur/and Fei^^ 
Jki : AaA yet 'tb only the Dicg^ Af what Ikai^e- 
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vented on^ (bmc Lcuned B^ots heie in Parity withi 
whom I hare been drinking thefis two or thic« 
Hoars. I tell thee niainljr, I pat off the MafuU 
mmn for a while, ana code mj Glaflb fiankly, on 
Hke a NoKortnt. 

The Difeoarfe we weie opon,^ was Aftrokgy ud 
the Nature of D>mets, £^r. But G o n cnmbfe mir 
headlong into the Lsqp* of f^^ef, if eier I heand foek 
Blockhoidsr Dances, Foob, Sots : I knew not 
what to call them pfoperly. Zonnds ! How caa 
haman Reafen be fo dmaeli*d i How can Man bb^ 
come fiich an Inieniibie Piece of Staff,, to think a$> 
they do f They made me blafli for Shame^ or 
Aneer : They made me forry that I was a Maai 
to or rstikM in the fame Lift wxth/ena^ However^ 
t fappre&'d my boiling C^io^r ; I kit' ^my Lips airft 
Nails, and did t^ry Thkig that Patienoe cou*4L 
Ibggeft : (For I afe to be a very Bonn Gompaniotti 
kk my Wine -.) Bet at length, as 'tis the Fate o£ 
all Di^uters, we grew too hot : There was fidk 
a Tempeft of Words and paffionalt ExprdBons^ 
that we coidd lordly find a Grain of Seoifc At: 
laft we fdl from Words to Blows %. ami I,. thoT 
eld and cruy, held ap< fouf Head, at wnil as t 
could. 

Thoa wtk bdteve, at this Age, I have no* great 
Strength : But, I tell thee, my Coofage is the fame- 
as when Z was but Five and twenty f f caonot flinck 
from provc^ing Dangers ;. and when I am tho*^ 
roughly infiamM with Wrath, Death k fdf ap»- 
pears to me m the fame Figiare whsck Painteoi^ 
give k|: a mere naked Skekion, which Jl hansr 
more Reafon to pky than icar : If I amafiatd of' 
any Thing, it is (k breaking its Bones, and ^scoling^ 
its Shape, in the Clafti of my Bury. So tender ami 
I even of Death it felf ; the ^bdorafie and inesoiabiR 
Deftrayer of all Mankind. 

h 6« Gbies 
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One of the Company that was a Prieft, and (at 
right over-againit me at the T^ble, threw his Four- 
eorner*d Cap at my- Head, whild his neict Neigh- 
bour checkM him for his Infolence. But he was 
full of Fat, and empty of Reafon or Civility : A 
great hulking Fellow that makes a Figure like the 
Statue of Pont Ginello, r at Catanea in Sktlf i only 
Jie is a little taller : But he has a Twinging Tan of 
a Carcaie. 

After he had abusM me thus ; hefwore. If hi bad 
tbi Chalice §f the Ahar in his bandy hid do tltejamti 
Thing : Nay, if he had the confecrated Wine in it^ 
*would turn the Blood of Cbrift into Poifin, as be cotsld 
turn Wine into Bkod, to he nvefig*d of me. 
. There was, by good Chaoce> an Arsnonian or 
two in the Company (not any of SofymafC^ Gang) 
who took him up upon his Menace. They chal- 
lenge him feverely to anfwer his Words before 
the Archbifhop of Paris : But the cunnklg Prieft 
liad more Wit in his Anger. When he began to 
TtfitB, on the bad Confequences of a Summons, 
he crouchMy wheedlM, and fawn^ fike a Spaniel. 
So fearful are they of a Spiritual Court, which 
is almoft as bad in France, as the Inquiiition ia 
Sfain. 

Then there was a Captain, an old Miles Emeri^ 
iust a Penfioner, who having not drank fuch a 
Quantity of Wide toany a Day, took my Part ^ 
becaufe he (at on my Side of the Table. (For he 
never iaw me before in his Life-time, as [ know 
of.) However,y the old Gentleman Aew'd him^ 
lelf ftout ; and d^monilrated that he would fiand 
a Pttfii for Souls. But there was no Body would 
oppofe him, fave my felf : And I did it in Ferbo 
Clef id ; not Manu or Enfe Militis, G o i> knows. 
'I pray'd the good Old Man to be pacified : I laid 
my Bight Hand to my Breaft, ^^nd heav'd both 
that and the other joined to Heavu. I invoca- 

ted 
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ted all the Patriarchs and Prophets ; I bawPd at the 
Saints and Angels; I fammon'd God Almighty 
himfelf to appear in my Vindication. But nothing 
would do, fave downright Fighting. 

To it we went Pell-mell: The Fellows on the 
other fide of the Table were eager : Nothing would 
iatisfy them but Blood ; their Rapiers were drawn, 
and they were upon the Pafs : When I darted up, 
and cry*d out aloud ; Gentlemen^ Uis the *wnmg 
Minute for ye to Jigbt in ; Mars is in the %w 
Houfe^ in ConjunSion njoitb Saturn, and in ^uar- 
tile nvith the Sun ; a nftry Makvoletit Afpe& t 
Upon this, they grew all madder than before* 
Damn that Aftreikger^ iays one ; Cwrfe upon bis 
Stomach, &ys another ; till at laft they all fell 
foul upon me ; only my Side- Captain ftood ap 
fiifiiy for me. I did what became a Man ; W ^t» 
t(t his Bravery I owe my Life. For one of the op- 
pofite Sparks made a full Pafs at ipy Breaft> which 
the noble old Captain parry*d, with a fudden Shoot 
of his Arm athwart, and a Dexterity which I can 
never admire enough. 

I, that had neither Sword nor Skill in the Science 
of Fencing, thought it my Part to expofe my Body 
between my feeming Friends and Enemies, finoe ail 
the Occafion of this Quarrel was on my' Account, 
as an Aftrologer. I leapM upon the Table, and 
ieizM upon the Sword of my Captain'^ Antagonift. 
I fmird upon him at the fame time, and convince 
lump that I was not in Anger. I twifted it out of 
his Hand, with a complai&nt Violence : And then 
the Strife was appeased. For 'twas not he that 
begun the Quarrel, any more than my old Captain } 
but the Prieft was wholly in the Fault ; who drag- 
gling out of his Sphere, pretended to fet up for. an 
Aftrologer, and tell at Things (hat would not fqjoase 
^withl<»eafon. 
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My Dp^» thou kiiow^A me, ftod all my Indina'^ 
tions. Thoa art lenfibk» that I cannot floop to the 
Magifterial Ditetes of Error, nor the bold Impofi* 
tions of Ignoraooe t Let them approach as near aa 
they will to Truth on the Backiide» they are the 
farther off from attaining it : And fo let thoo and I 
enjoy our felves in perfed ThmqitiDity. 

Paris, lyth of ihi ub Moon^ 
ofihirt4ri6u. 
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STt? Hamct Rcis Effcndi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire.. 

HAving in my kft fpokea of tiie pKefent State of 
Finice ; wherein I omitted nothintt that I 
thought worth thy ObftrtMiOtt i I ibeuld now in 
6rder touch upon Cmdim^ or Crsti^ the moft coni- 
^krahle Ifhmd that the FrnMUmu not long ago, had 
nader their Obedienee. But fimse by the Fate of 
Vl^r, it is Men into the Hands of the 'yidorions 
q/Snatsi^ I will iay but very Uttle of it, and paft ta 
the other RepuUickft of Su^ft. 

There is no douht» but finee die Conqoeft Of 
CdnJiat by the MuJ/uinuim^ the Imperial City abounds 
with Geographical Defcriptionsf Natural, Klond, 
land Potiticai Obfcrvstioai on it. But perhaps they 
weit wanting in the Hiflory of that Famous IHand r 
In i^rd the Books of the QinUks^ aye not ttndi 
i«ad % die Trise Bilieeers : And *tislfOmthefe only, 
we can colledl the antient Memoirs of the Nationa 
which were once in their own Poficffion» 

This 
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This Ifbitd wJis cnf» callM Cnfe, and {aid to 
be tills Narfery df Jt^iftr^ as alfo his Sepdchre* 
It obtained likewtft the Titfe of HtcatomfoHs, be> 
caufe of tht huhditd Cities that weit in it. And 
ibme caird it the Ifland of the Archers, in re<> 

gLPd the Inhabittints being tadght from their In- 
licy to handle the Serbian Bow, grew ib expert 
in that Exercife, that they farpafsVi aU other Na^ 
dons. 

The Laciietihkimu, Athemans^ and Other re*- 
»own^ Conmonwealth^ of Graeit received thei)r 
Laws from Men born in this IlLind ; as FlaU 
and Piii^ ttftify. And yet Efimenidts^ one Of 
their own POets, gites tfaela a bad Oiaradler, wheh 
ht fays, Kfnre; ««j ^iv^du^ kaxA d'tipict^ ydvtfif 

They were much addicted alfo to all Kinds df 
Sorcery and Enehantmen^. A fraudolent Race of 
Peopk ; cotetous, greedy, idle, and ignorant of ik- 
genioos Arts and Sciences. 

Vet notwfthfiandhiig this, they were lb powerful 
of old, that theytould, as with a Bridle, curb all 
^tici. Daring the Reign of one of their Kings^ 
whoie Naflie was C^d^k, came up the Uft of fyf^ 
f/hkk Meafmts ^ with Which the Youth being arm^ 
d^a-petf danc*d Willi great Labour and Sweat.^ 
And t^e Inhabitants have idl along been fo tena- 
cious of this Cuflom, that it is obfervM to this Da)r 
adiong the Rujfick C^iatdhts, on their Holy-Days. 
Fo^ at fuch Times the Yooth oC the Ifland me^ 
together, arm*d with a Bow in one Hand, and a 
nuced Sword in the other, with a Quiver of Arrows 
himging at their Backs, and thus they wfll danct 
indefiitigably in Ae Heat of Soknmer, evenatNoon*^ 
Day, when the Stm fi^orthes all Things with infup- 
portaUt Fcfvoura*. 
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In Procefs of Time> this Iflaod became fubje^ 
to the Grecian Empire,; and as fuch, -fell into the 
Hands of Baldwin^ Coant of Fianden, and Empe- 
ror of CoMftantinople » who gave it to the Marquis 
of Mont/err at, by whom it was fold to the Feng* 
tians, in the Year 1194, for an incredible Sum- <^ 
Money : And that Republick has held it ever fince^ 
till it was lately taken from them by the Invincible 
Oifomans, 

It is \vorth remark, that Candia, the chief City 
of this Ifle, (caird Cajiro^ and Candax, by the 
Greeks) is a Place of that prodigious Str^gth, that 
it fuftain^d a Blockade of Twenty-two Years, from 
1645 ^^ ^^^7 ' ^'^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ a Siege of two- Years, 
from 1667 to 1669 ; in which Space of Time, 
*tis thought, 600000 Muffulmam loft their Lives 
before it. 

The next Republick, in Order, is that of Genoa ; 
ja City whole Power and Empire was far greater 
in former Times, than it is at prefent. * For they 
extended their Dominions even to the Black Sea, 
where Tanais, that parts Europe from j4fia, pours 
her Waters into the Paiiu M^eotis. Here they pof- 
fefsM the City Theodofiat or Caffa^ as 'tis calPd at 
this Day. They alio made themfelves Mailers of 
Cyprus, Lejhos, Chios, with other IHands in the 
Archipelago, and even of Pera it felf, that magnifi- 
cent Adjunfl to the Imperial City. 

Yet, from the Beginning, they were Feudato- 
ries of the Roman Empire, till the Year 600 of 
the ChrilU^n Hegira : For then Litharis, King of 
the Lombards, took the City by Force, and plua- 
derM it. But when, after fome Years, it had re- 
coverM its priftine Glory again ; Charles I, and 
.his Son Pepin, Kings of Italy, and their Siiccefibrs 
the Kines of France, bore Rule there for almoft 
an hundred Years ; placing Governors in the 
City, who bore the Title of Counts of Genoa, 

And 
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And when afterv^rds the Saracens had fubdaed 
Corfica, Ademarus (then Coanc of Gemt^ armed 
out a Fleet of Galiies, invaded the Ifknd ; and 
having defeated the ^rue BelUversy took PoiTeffion 
of it, and reduced it under the Jurifdidtion of 
Genoa ; whofe Power at this Time was very great 
by Sea. 

After the Dominion of Charles the Greats his 
Pofterity was by Degrees fo dimini(hM« that at 
length it became in a manner quite extin£l ; the 
more potent among the Citizens took Turns to 
ufurp ' the Government, and exerdfe a Tyranny 
over the Inhabitants ; which fo exafperated them 
that 'they often fubmitted themfelves to Foreign 
Princes. But finding (till as great Inconveniences 
in this Dependence on Strangers ; at laft, follow- 
ing the Example of the Venetians y they chofe to 
themfelves a Duke, in the Year 1337 of the Chri- 
ftian Hegira. Him they fent with a Fleet to con- 
quer Cypnu ; which he accompliihM with good 
Succefs. For, having taken the King and C^een 
of the Country Captives, he imprifon'd them, till 
they agreed with him for a yearly Tribute to be 
paid to the Republick of Genoa i and then he re- 
ftorM theni to their Native Poileffion ; referving 
only Famagufta, the chief City of the liland, to 
himfelf. 

He entered alfo into a War with the Venetians i 
but being overcome in Battle, at his Return he 
was deposed from the Ducal Office, and thrown 
into Prifon ; another being chofen in his Place. 
This was more fortunate ^han his PredeceiTor againft 
the Enemy ; doing them many Injuries ; but at 
length he was kilPd in Battle. 

Then the Genoefe ele^ed another Duke, who 
going to Conftantinople, performed fnch eminent 
Services to the Emperor in his Wars, that ho 

gave 
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Eve him the Hhiid l^lm ; wtikli tht Qemefi 
Id ttU the Year 1 254. 

After tfaii» they created one to nde over them 
under the Title of Prince, in the Year 1381 : Bat 
not Uking his GovemawnCy they threw thenfc- 
fehes upon the Prote£fcion of Charles YII^ King 
of France^ who fent thither his Deputy. Being 
Ibbn weary of the Fnncb Government, tfaey joined 
themfehres to the Duke of M/Am ; under whof<^ 
Patronage they lived till the Year 1435, and then 
abdicating him, they treated a Dose of their 
own again* Thia raisM Fadions in the City s 
whilft fome adhered to the Fruub Intsereft^ and 
ethen efpous'd the Duke of Milan\ Caufe. Ac 
kft they fell again under the Power of the Fnncb^ 
whctai they obeyM i till Anirtas sTOrU having 
^elPd the Seditions, and pacify'd the Conventions 
of the Freggi and i'omi, two prevailing Fa^ions 
in the City; one coniifting of the Nobles, the 
ether of the Commons i he eftabliih*d that Liber- 
ty in the Commonwcaldi ci Gnua^ which fiie has 
etifoyM ei^r fince, till of kte feme new Trmibles 
have been given them by the Kings of Franci and 

At to the Original of the dtrnfit it it unoep* 
tain. Strabof and Others, ate of Opii^on^ that thia 
Nation defcended from the Greeks ; whilft Jbu^ 
sfyAs derive! them from the SUiiiam. Tkcy were 
caird UgMriMs hy the People of Rcmi. And Flonts 
mentions a certam Race of Ligatmm^ who dwelt 
in the Dens and Caves of Mountains, being a verjr 
ibrce and warlike People. 

Bet new^a-cbiys the Qentofe are a very polite and 
civilized People 1 of a lively and fubtle Wit, e^« 
cially in Mercban<Hdng, by which they gr«Mly en« 
rich themfelves. They are alfo extecding mdnllrl* 
0% ibunning no Li^ur or Dangisf bt the iafce 

of 
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6f Gain. They appear ftudiom of thd& (hhigi 
which tend to the Good of the CMiiAOiiMalth » 
yet are extremely fickle and inconftant, givcift to^ 
Fadion, and deiioas of Notrehy, stt k inAiufeft 
by what 1 have before related of them : Which 
Dceafio^d a certain King of Frmnee, When one of 
his Lonis told him, that tbt Genoefe <ii«r/ aiottt ta 
ihriw thmjthoti on bis Patronagt; to anfwet*, noi 
wi^out fome Indignatioiiy That they nn^ht g9 t9 
the De^iifir ProteSiien: Fori, fays h^» ^'ii have 
nothing t^Jo with Men, mtfho ate tnore u^e^Aft than 
the Warns of the Sea, 

This Inoonftancy Hivtfr appear^ more plimily 
than in the late Confpiracy of R^gi, tfid Thrtie, 
which had like to hate pfor'd Of faul Confeqiiefice^ 
As to Vathero and Baiii, they were like the Dog 
in JEfif'i Fables, who loA the Bone to catch at it» 
Shadow in the Water : ^ thefe S&L-Mirmdohs wei« 
not content with the fboDg P&rty whieh th«y ha^ 
SDade in the Cicy^ bat muft n^eds go to eoJrmpt th# 
N|ivy too ; which ruinM all their Defign ; for th« 
Plot was difcovtr'd by one* of the Sea-C^ptaks. 
This Cotttmonwitelth hiui be«i aftia^ With inatty 
Wars and Plagues i but noiie of either Soft eirei^ 
i!kfeilte&*d it Y^th fd Aiiich DdeladOA a^ the Uft f 
Ihe on» having abndft tfxhluKed their T^ibrjr', and 
^e other ^ Met eHiptM the City of it# Ihhabi- 
ttAti. As. kf the Mt Mi^fbrtaiie, thd dcftrtity 
^ Menty, they knew qmckly how to i^nl^y It I 
feeing peHed Ghymifts^ and Mafter^ of the t^ildfo* 
pher^s Stone, if there be any fuch thing in Nature* 
Bat whether there be or hOt, . this is certain. That 
die Genoefi sire old DofloTs ac garbling, tmftfttititiilg 
9^ adnlteratinf of Metals ; And the Ottoman Em** 
pi^ has experienced it to the gnSftt Damage of ooif 
Merchants at ConJIafttin^, Sttyma, Mfpo, and 
other Pocti^ where the Genoefe did put off theiif 

baie 
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bafe Coin, to the Valoe of fome Millions. Bat 
this Cheat may coft them dear one time or 
other. 

The Genoefe appear at prefent more inclinable to 
Merchan^ife than to War. However^ it muft be 
confefsM, that . this Commonwealth has brought 
forth valiant and expert Soldiers ; as is evident 
from the Families of the Dorians, Spittola's, and 
others, who have proved famous Centals, and 
Leaders of Armies in feveral Parts of Europe, 
. Of fuch as thefe has Genoa more caufe to boaft, 
than of any Urong Forts, Cafties^ or fenced Cities 
within her Dominions in lialy. Nay, the chief 
City, Getua itfelf, trufls more in the King of Spain^ 
Protedion, than in her own Strength. That 
Monarch is indebted to the Genoefe Merchants 
eighteen Millions of Gold, befide the Intered 
of ♦ * * ♦ * Years. For this pill was given in to 
him in the Year 1600 of the Chrifiian Hegira, 
By this thou may 'ft guels at the Riches of this 
Commonwealth. 

. As *to the manner of their Go.vernment, it differs 
not much from th^t of Venice \ the fupreme Power 
being in the Hands of the Senate, who ele^l a Duke 
t^tiy two Years by Lot, out of four Men who 
are proposM as worthy of that High Office. No 
Man can propofe any thing to the Senate, but the 
Duke himfelf ; who lives in a Publick Palace during 
the two Years of his Government, and has a 
a guard of five hundi'ed Germans about his Honie 
and Perfon. 

It would be fuperfluous to trouble thee with 
an Account of the Judicial Courts, the Manner 
of eleAmg the Senators, and other Publick Ma- 
giftrates, with the reft of their peculiar Politicks. 
Befides, I believe thou art almoft cloyM with the 
X/ength of this Letter. Wherefore begging thc»B 

CO 
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to put the bed Conftruflion on my ^Endeavours, I 
bid thee adieu. 

Paris, I'jtb of the Zih Moan, 
of the Tear 1681. 



■MtBM 



LETTER X. 

7i Dgnet Oglou. 



I Formerly fent a Letter to the fage Ofman A- 
droonetb, Aftrologer in ordinary to the Grand 
SignioTy wherein I informM^ him of a Cornet^ or 
Blazing-Star, which then newly appearM in the Hea- 
vens. I took an Occaiion in that Difpatch to ven- 
ture my Thoughts concerning the Nature of thefe 
amazing Phaenomena, which ib aflonifh the Minds 
of Mortals, and puzzle the ablefl Philofophers to dif- 
cover their Origin. From this JOifcourfe, I pafs'd 
infenfibly into a more general one, concerning the 
Stars. I iaid what I thought was proper to one of 
his ProfeiTion ; being unwilling to offend, by too 
much Boldnefs, a Man efteemM the moft learnM and 
accompli (hM in that Science of thjs Age. For though 
I give little Credit to Judicial Aerology, as 'tis prac- 
tifed now-a-days ; yet it would have been an In- 
civility, to exprefs fo much to one that lives by it ; 
and who, for his eminent Skill therein, is honoured 
with the Grand Signior'i Friendihip, and a nofale 
Peniion. But with thee I will take the more Free- 
dom, in refpedl of that intimate Familiarity that has 
been' always between U8« 

That 
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Thai tke Hc^vei^y Bodi^P &4ve an Infinx cut 
this Lower World, is an Article, the geoend SenCb 
of all Mankind gives Teftimony to ; whilft every 
Morning we rejoice to fee that glorious Orb ii 
Light, the Sun, imprint the Eaftem Stues and 
Clouds with his refrefhing Rays : He eilds the 
Frontiers of the Horizon, and decks the Tops of 
J(Jountains with chcarful Brightnefs. This Earth, 
the Air, and Seas, participate of the Virtue (^ his 
Beams. *Tis he gives Life to Plants, and Animals : 
He renovates the Elements, and eveiy feUunary 
Being. 

So when he takes his Conee tvtry Evening of 
our Hemifphei(9, he ftiU ;#>ras us Light, though 
but at fecondhand. Whilft he in Penon, makes 
his Progrefs to the Weftem Continent, to chear 
and rjQcr^te \siy his Prduance tj^e remote 9fiA foil- 
tary Border^ of 4^mcai fair Cytthifl, is his Proxy 
here^ attended on by other Planets, waiting in their 
Twrns, and a wh^ I{e<nifp)^ei« of Fjxed Si^t. 

Tbefe ihine by Njght, % otilier Ends, no 4ouU 
than merely to light the Shephinrds as they watch 
their harmle(s Flocks* pr ferve as Flambeaux tp the 
wandnng Traveller : Yie^ this is comfortable in opr 
EIem<enUiry Darjk^ief^. The Mariner rejojcss, wbe9 
in the migh^r Wafte of unknown Sieas, he naak^ « 
Lottery of his Fortune, and truftp his Soul and Body 
to ^ fatten SMf • where SJayery a^d ^Freedom, Lile 
^sA Peath, are-^i^u^l Cha9ces« whqi he ftraggjkf 
with impjBtuouft Winds, and boifteroiu Wav^, 
thieaten'd on all llands by the BAiiam Fury of 
the Sea ; I &y, he is gl9d at fnch a T'mt to havf 
the Light of hi? Friend, though it be but tjie J^nt 
Glimmering c;f the St9rsi tlttt h^ nay fee the 
Perils that encompais him, and u^ the propereft 
Means to avoid them- How is his Heart reviy'd, 
i& in .the ^^m^isA SCQf/9i» be fpka but .o»e poor 
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Chink, or' Crasn^, in the dxi& gloomy Ooodt 
through which the Azune Sky can (hew it felf ? 
And then fome profperoug ConfbeUation, Co ap^ 
pear anidft that Cheqaer Work of dus low Orb, 
and thole above, maku him take Courage, and de^ 
fy the Powers of jEoJus and Neptum, He chdienges 
the Rocks and Sands to hurt him, and mocks the 
fetal Apparitions of Caftar and Pollux. 

Yet thefe, and- many other inferior Ules, were 
not. all for which the Stars were made. They 
have bcfides, undoubtedly, iomt Dominion^ In- 
fluence, and Power on Earth, and all the Beings 
dwelling on it. ' Wherever they caft their Rays, 
there is fome material Emanation fek; and Efflux 
foil of hidden Nfagick. They dart on Men, and 
other Animals ; on Plants, and other Minerab i 
on every thing that is compounded of the EUh- 
ments, and does ceiade within the Sphese oi their 
Aiiivi^ ; each darts, I £iy, its own peculiar 
Fo9ce and Virtue. *Tis proMble, that every Na* 
tion. Tribe, and Family, each Climate, Piovinoey 
Spot and Comer of the Euth, have their particu- 
lar Stars. So have Uie dijBerent Species of all 
fablunaiy Tlungs, and twry individual Being* 
Bat how to determine thdr lofluenoe particularly, 
liy Divination, by calculating Nativities, ' ereding 
Horofcopes, and other Schemes of Aftrology j to 
ibret^ Things to come, to avoid prognolticalied 
Evils, and engrofs all happy Events ; to predict 
odier Mens Fates, whilft we are ignorant of our 
own, &r. is a Thing which appears to me beyond 
ti&e Power of Human Reafon, and a Science built 
OB Sand. 

For, who has numbered the Stars, or vifited 
die Pteces of their different Situation ^ Who has 
imderftood their various Quaiities, Engaigonents, 
Afterifinsj and OUigations? Their lies to one 

aaotheri 
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another; and their Obedience to the Laws of the; 
Univerfe ? O that Mortal Man fhould prefame to 
dive thus far, even into the Heavenly Arcana^ the 
Cabinet-Secrets of Ggd Almighty! Will he be wifer 
than Ptolemy, Cajfander^ Eudoxus, Arcbelauy, Hey^ 
chilax, Halicamajfamy and many others^ moft ex- 
pert Mathematicians^ and Men of a profound Jadg- 
ment, who have confefsM, That after all their Search 
in this Science, they find it impofiible to make any 
certain Concluiion from the Configurations above ; 
in regard of the innumerable Multiplicity of Cau(es 
co-operating with them, to which we are wholly 
Strangers : Befides thofe Things which oppofe, or 
favour, the Influence of the Stars among our felves, 
and with which we are very familiar ; as the Force 
of Blood, Cuftoms, Traditions, Manners, Education, 
Prejudice, PrepofifeiHon, Place and Time ; Empire 
and Subjefiion : Diet and Discipline ; finally, the 
Freedom of Mind, or its Servitude. All which, they 
fay, the Stars cannot compel, but only difpofe and 
incline. 

Moreover, they who have prefcribed the Roles 
of Judicial Aiirology, difler fo extremely in one 
and the fame Subjedi, that there is no Encoarage- 
ment for a thinking Man to hope ever to make a 
true Judgment by their Rules, unleis he be divinely 
infpir*d within, and have a certain natural Inftin^l, 
which fuggeils to him the Knowledge of future. 
Things : Or he is poflcfled by fome preiaging De- 
mon, whofe Whifpers direA him what Judgment to 
chufe among the many that may be made upon the 
Sight of a Scheme, according to the Variety of Roles 
that have been given. And this is the Opinion of 
the learned Hati my Countryman, who has had 
many Followers. So that after all, this boafled 
Science will rather deferve the Name of Sortilogy 
than Ailrology, whilil all its Dilates depend on, 
pu«e Cooje^ure^ or the extempore A£k£Uons of the 

Mind; 
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Mind ; or, which is worft of all^ on the AfflatuA of 
bufy, interefled Spirits, Genii, or Demons oF thd 
Air, who have fome Defign of their own Co* ptkifue^ 
and make Men their Tools to execate it. 

Undoubtedly, they both deceive others, and artf 
deceived themfelves, who pradlife this vain Art ior 
the Sake of filthy Lucre. For, if there was any 
thing of Truth in it, how came they to fail fo often, 
and To egregiottfly in their Predklions } Or, ^ why ^o 
they always couch their Prognoftications in fuch ain- 
biguons Terms ; that like the Delfkick Oracle nlay> 
be taken in which Senfe you pleafe, and- appIyVl-^o 
any Nation, Prince, Time, or Perfon ; at the'AHro^ 
loger (hall pleafe to comment, after foinething of 
what he has faid at random may have happenM ? 
For- from that infinite Variety of Stars and Afpefts, 
it is very eafy for a bold Sophifter in his An, to 
cull out fuch for his Turn, as fhall be proper to^cen^ 
vince ignorant People, that he was in the rightrwhen 
he promisM them long Life, Health, Honours, 
Riches, Children, Friends, Power, Viftory, the En- 
joyment of their Loves, and fuch-like ; or threatened 
the quite contrary $ even juft as they fail out. Bur 
if at any Time they were catch'd in an apparent 
Falfhood, then they either compliment a Man into a 
good Opinion of them, by telling him, J wifi Man 
has Dominion (wer the Stars ; or they infult over htm 
by a thoafand Contempts of bisfuppoid Folfy ; which 
they fay, rtfified the Influence of the Stan, and hindered 
their good Effe^, Yet, thefe Sort of People are. in' 
chiefeft Requeft among the Princes and Potentates cf 
the Earth ; ' efpecially in the Eaji^ where there is" 
nothing to be done either in Peaqe, ^r War, without^ 
lirft confulting the Aftrologer. Tho' really there isr 
not a more unprofitable, not to (ay a more pefliknf 
Race of Men in a Commonwealth. 

M ComiUus 
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Cmtilius fsciius, a grave Author, oomplaui'd df 
them in old Time : So did Farr0, with other finccre 
y^ricers- And it was a Cuftom in JUxaniria for* 
inerlx, for Aftrologers to pay a certain Tribute^ 
which they c^^ FeoUpence, becaufe it was taken 
from the Gain which the Aftrologers made by their 
«wn ingeniona FolIy» and the ciedaloiis Dotage of 
xjutAx Admirers. 

My J^gmt^ if our Lives and Fortunes depend upon 
the Stars, what Keafon have we to be afraid of any 
thing \ Why are we follicitous, and full of acedlefi 
Ores ? Let us leave all Things to G o d : And the 
Heavens, which cannot err, nor tranfgrefs the De« 
ciees of Fate, will be our Guarantees 'till Death* 
But, if our Lives and Fortunes are altogether inde- 
pendent of the Cekilial Bodies, let us bid Good 
Night to Aflrology, as the vainefl Ape, or Mimick 
of a. Science, that ever bofFoon'd the World. 
* It was faid of old by the Sages of Cbaldta^ 7ia£ 
GoP haii committed tht Dijfofal of Da^s to Mofes, 
and of Hours to Jcfus tbt Son of Mary ; ^, That hi 
had reformed tho Momtnts to himfeift ^•d bis loft Fa- 
t^ttrite. Let us therefore every Minute of our Lives 
wait on him, tbiFatb^ofalllhiniSf with an entire 
Refignation. » 

But there is a Sort of pony-fpirited Men, fo tamo- 
lous and void of true Faith, that they will rather 
believe any thing, though the moft incongruous Fic- 
tions of Hobgobblins, Ghofts, ^c. than the Die- 
^tes of folid Reafon. They tremble at the Report of 
Things which have no Exiftenfie in Nature ; and 
whole very Idea is full of Impoflibilities and Con-> 
traditions. Yet they will fland the Brunt of Truth 
with brazen Foreheads, - and refift the Dint of ra<* 
tional Arguments, like fo many Colofmn. Hence 
it comes to pafs, that whereas one hyt is apt to 
take away the Reputation of any honeft Man, fo 
thathefiuJl not be believM when he fpeaks true ; 



Vol. Vin. a spy at Vaki%. »4 J 

OB the contrary here in oar Cafe^ if ah Aftrologcf 
in his random Prediflions, by mere chance hits upoil 
a remarkable Truth, it procures him credit for all 
the Lyes that ever he has, or can be guilty of* 
Impertinent and prepofterous Sort of Fellows ; who, 
whilft they pretend to know, and fbretel futufl 
Things, are ignorant of that which is paft, or pre- 
fent ; and when they are impodently afTertin^ thei^ 
Familiarity with the Houfes of the Twelve Signs \m. 
the Zodiack, know not what is done in their own 
Homes and Beds ; as this Epigram fays : 

AJIra iihi athereo fandunf fefe omnia Fati ; 

Omnibus Iff quafint Fata futura montnt, 
Omnihus aft Uxor quodfe iua fuhlicaiy id te 

. jiftra^ licet videant omnia, nulla monent, 

Bot that which appears moft ftrange is, that they 
afcribe the very Gift of Prophecy to the Stars ; alf<s 
of the Origin of Religions, . the Secrets of Confcience i 
the Power of working Miracles , and cafting out De'vils ;. 
the Efficacy of Prctfer, and even our immortal Happi- 
nefs or Mifery after this Life, Thus they affert, that 
when Gemini is the Afeendant, and in ConjundUoa 
with Saturn and Mercury under Aquarius^ in the 
Ninth Houfe, ft Prophet is bom at that Time, And 
therefore Jefus the Meffias was enduM with {o many 
matchlefs Gifts and Abilities, becaufe he had Saturn 
in his Configuration with Gemini, 

Thus they diftribute the various Scds of Religioa 
that are on Earth, into their diflinA ClaiTes, accord- 
ing to the different Afterifms above ; Jupiter being 
fuppos*d the general Patron of all Religion. Upon 
this Ground, they afcribe the Religion of the Jews 
to Jttpiter and Saturn ; of the Chaldeans to Jupiter 
and Mars % of the Egyptians to Jupiter and the Sun ; , 
of the Arabians to Jupiter and Fenus ; of the Chrr- 
ftianf to Jupiter and Mercury : And that Religioa 

Ma or 
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or Irreligion of AitUhrifif which is to come, they 
aicribe to JufiUr and the Mmn, They (ay alfo, 
nat Mofes pre/crih^d the Obferuatum of the Sabbatb 
from AftrokgUal Grounds ; it hei^ dedicated to Saturn.. 
They aftribe the Deluge to the Infliieiice of the Stan i 
and the Law gtveo on Mimnt Sinai, is in their Di- 
vinity owing to the fame Original. They attribute 
the Conception of fefiu the Som of Maty to Fenuj ; 
and his fappoied Death to Mars. They affirm, that 
the MeJJias himfelf was the great Aftrologer of his 
Time : That he made a particular Choice of Hours, 
wherein to work his Miracles, and to pafs thro* the 
Streets of Jtrufalemy without receiving Damage 
from the Jt^ms. Which made him once ixy to his 
Difciples, ^ Are there not t'wehte Hoiers in a Day ? 
when they warn'd him not to go into the City on 
fuch a Day, for fear of the People. 
• They add, that whofoever has Mars happily placM 
in the "Ninth Houfe at his Nativity, fhall have Power 
to expel Demons from the Poffefs'd ; and whofoever 
has the Moon with Jupiter in Conjundlion with the 
Dragon^ s Head in the Zenith, and fiiall pray to 
God, whatfoever he defires (hall be granted ; and 
jthat immortal Felicity depends on Jupiter and Saturn, 
if they be happily pofited in Leo, For whofoever 
has his Configuration, his Soul after Death being 
freed from infinite Streights and Perils, (ball afcend 
to its Original and Native Seat, the Region of end- 
lefs Liberty and Blifs. 

All this may be true, for ought I know ; but 'till 
I have a Demonfiration for it, I fhall defire to fufpend 
jny Belief. In the mean while, this is my Faith, 
That all Things depend on E*6erlajiing Deftiny, Whe- 
ther the Stars be Inilruments in executing the 
eternal Decrees or no, it matters not much. Alf 
fuhlunary Beings muft ohey the LofOa that cann^ ii 
revoked, 

• 

^hcd 
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Then fuffer not thy felf, dear FrieniJ, to be dif- 
maf'd, or over-anxioas at any thing that happens 
in this mortal Life : But pra^ife that O o b of 
Horace : 

i 

jEquam memento rebus in arduU 
Sernfare Mentem : nonfecus in bonis 
Ab injbienti temferatam 
Latitia^ moriture^ &C. 

Finally, my Dgnet^ be mov'd at nothing. A- 
dieu. 

Paris, ^th of the \\ th Moon, 
of the*Year i68i. 



LETTER XL 

31? Ibro Kalphafer EfFendi, a Man 
£/* Letters at Conftantinople. 



ICoiigratalate the Honour thou haft, in being 
made Super vifor of that noble Work, an Uni- 
verial Hiftory of the World. I wifii thee and the 
other Undertakers, a whole Hegird of Happinefs ; 
whofe Date may commence with, the £nifhing this 
illnfirious Volume. 

The Mufti has ordered me to addrefs to thee fuch 
&rther Inftrudtions as are neceflary to render the Hi- 
ftory compleat ; that nothing either of SiibHance or 
Ornament may be wanting. 

M 3 I for- 



146 Letters writ hy Vol. VIIL 

I fonnerly fent that Patriarch of the Faithfnl, a 
Scheme, or Model, of the whole Work, whick I 
drew up in the beft Manner I could, for the Time 
that was allowed me. Now I fend thee one moire 
ample and correal ; 'tis inclos*d in the Box wliich 
comes with this ; wherein thon wilt alfo find a large 
Catalogue of Hiftorians ; containing almoft all that 
liave written the Afiairs of Kingdoms and Empires 
fince the Beginning of the World ; with their par- 
ticular CharaAers ; that thou may'fl diftingniih fach 
as are worthy of Credit, from the Authors of Fig- 
ments. Neither art thou to wonder, that I haTO 
in thefe Papers given thee ^Cautions how to uie, 
even fome of thoTe whom we efteem of greateft In- 
tegrity and Reputation. For tho* they fcorncd to 
tn'oach Fables, or tranfmit Romances to Poflerity; 
yet they were Flefh and Blood as well as other 
Men ; and many times their Intereft or Paffions 
biafsM their Judgment, and drew their Pens into 
Cabal with a Party i Thus Htrodotus himfelf, tho* 
otherwife a Man of approved Veracity ; yet when 
he relates the Wars of the Athtnitou^ appears too 
partial to his darling Countrymen ; and lets xkoit 
Paiges efcape his Pen in their Favour, which axe 
contradi£led by Plutarch^ and other more difinte- 
reded .Writers, and for which he is particularly re> 
proached by Plutarch^ in ^ treatife of his, intitled. 
Of the Malice ^Herodotus. 

Therefore, in Cafes of this Natare, thou art not 
to confide wholly in any one Author, whom thon 
hail Reafon to fufp^dt guilty of Fi^on ii».Hiftory 1 
or fupindy paft thy Sentiments into thofe of another, 
without examining whether his Relations be tme or 
falfe : But having fo great a Throng of l^ftinonies. 
leferve the hft Appeal to thy felf, and let thy own 
Judgment be the Tribunal where tmy one's Sentoce 
IS finally determined. 

Thus 
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Thas muck may ferve for a Diredion, a^ to the 
Matter of the Hiilory. What concerns the feveral 
Periods of Time wherein . Things were done. Au- 
thors cannot with fach Reafon be fappofed deiignedly 
^Ity, ^s miflaken in their Chronology ; and thoie 
chiefly, who wrote in later Times, and feem only 
to have colkded and tranfcribed out of others, what 
was their Turn. And thou wilt hare Reafon to be 
particularly circumfpefl in what thou takeft on tho 
Credit of Dhdorus Szcm/us, P//^, Paiercuius^ and 
(bme others ; who feem to have been too precipitate 
in iixing the Terms and Periods of Time, requifite 
to the illu ft rating their Hiftories, without making a 
due Comparifon of the feveral Epocha's in ufe among 
the precedent Hiftorians ; from whom they borrow 
their Light. 

In order therefore to the rendring this Univeriaf 
Hiftory the moft correal and free from Error of any 
yet extant ; to the eternal Honour of the Muffulmans^ 
and Advantage of all Mankind ; it will be neceifary 
for thee to have a right Notion of all the different 
Htgira^Sy or Computation of Years, us^d by diverr 
Nations, from the firft Invention of Records to this 
Day. Thefe I have nam'd in fhort, at the Tops 
of Columns to which they belong, in the Scheme I> 
have fent in the Box. Now I will explain their 
Meaning to thee, and fhew which are of moft Im-'- 
port in this Work, and which not. 

To begin then with the uEra which is commonly 
taken for a Series of the Years of the W(»id, or a 
Compotation from the fuppofed Origin of Time t 
Thou oughteft to obferve, that this is moft cyTpatable 
and uncertain of all other Epocha's, in regard it ie 
impoflible to adjuft the different Accounts of th9 
Jiwiy GficUtns, RomanSf Eiyptiam, ArabUms, Per^ 
Juinsy and other Nations ; not to mention the almoA 
eternal Chronologies of the Chimfis, 'and hdiAis^ 

M 4 mhkik 
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which extend many MilHons of Years beyond the 
fuppofed Time of the World^s Creation. 

Wifhing thee therefore, in this Point, to adhere 
to thofe Epocha^s which are mod commonly received 
in the Eaft^ we will pafs to l^otdf^ Flood ; wherein 
thon muft expedt no other Light, fave what is de- 
fiv'd from Mofes and the Hebrew Doftors. Which 
has occafionM many to confound this Deluge with 
thofe of Deiualion^ znA Ogyges^ mentionMi>y Chnii, 
and other GentiU Writers. And indeed, it may well 
Hart a Scrapie in a Mind not over credulous ; how 
It came to pafs, that this univerial Deluge of Noah 
(fuppofing it to be fuch) was recorded by no other 
Nation on Earth &ve only by the Jenm ; as if it had 
not equally concerned all Mankind, to tranfmit to 
Poftcrity, the exaft Time of fo general a Depopu- 
lation of oar Race made by Water. But fo far are 
we from £nding any fuch Memoirs, that there arc 
no Footileps to be trac'd of the bare Matter of Fadt ; 
or any Mention made of a Flood fave thofe of O^yges^ 
and DeucalUn, Whence proceeded this Negle^ in 
the Writers of ^fia f What Intereft, Prepoffeffion, or 
Prejtidice, could byafs the FbeenuioH Antiquaries, the 
Perjmn Magi, the Chaldean Sages, the Ituiian Gym- 
^/aphifts, or the ^onzi's of China, from regifiring 
iiich an Inundation, as (if the Story be true) fwept 
Mray all the Race of Jiiam from ihe Face of the 

5 A r'*'"'^' ^'^^^ Perfansf Or, ihall we fuppofe 

riiat thofe Eight Perfons combined together to con- 

u' % ^^^ ^ Cataftrophc of Human Nature from- 

their Pofterity, making their Children believe, that 

?J?7 wcr6. the firft Mortals that ever lived on Earth ; 

Z,irh\^''%^^^ ^^« Pofterity <tf Sem to be lavourM 

If ^iiL/''^^ ^^^^^«y «>f the Truth; and thofe 
of . japbei and CL^^ i . • r 1 • 

FatherCDehVera^;-^* ^"^ f^T?.'!"'"'^''' ?^ .^^^l 
. 'It. his .bci:n ufu!^ ^'^.n? '^ AlLdeftfoying Deluge? 
I*tc, to cry dottri T^ ^^* Learned Nazarenes of 
y aown the Writings of Manethon the 

Egyptian, 
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Egypfian, Berefus the Chaidean^ Philo the^/w ; with 
Metafthenes, Annianus^ and other Authors of Anti- 
quity ; bccaufe they have delivered Relations whick 
thwart the Errors, of thefe Modern Writers : On the 
fame Score they contemn the Perftan Antiquaries and 
Poets, with all the Records of the Eaft^ as Fabulous 
and not worthy of Credit, becaufe diey have beeai 
more careful than other Nations^ efpecially thaa 
thofe in the Weft, to conferve the Hiftory of the 
Firft Ages of the World entire, and itt^ from Cor-, 
raption. But with what Face will any rational Man 
faften this Calumny on priiline Egypt ; that Jhe nxjos 
the Mother of Fables and Ignorance, which all the 
World knows to have been the fole Nurfe and Semi- 
bary of Science and Truth? Could not fhe inform. 
fcer fcif aright in the Hiftory of the World, who 
firft taught the Ufe of Letters to other Nations ?; 
Where was there any Monument of Antiquity, that 
came not out of Egypt ? Or what Learning, that 
was not £rft derived from the City of the Sun I 
Mofes himfelf, that Renowned Law-giver of the 
Ifraelites, had his Education at the Feet of the. 
'Egyptian Philofophers ; and the whole SyHem of hia 
Laws, 18 but a partial Epitome of their Statutes ; 
which, by adding, diminifhing, and altering, he 
fitted to the peculiar Tradition and Cudom^ of the 
Off fpring of Jacob. And, why may we not fappofe 
lie did the iame in the Hiilorical Part of his Books ; 
particularly fo far as tending to beget Faith and Re- 
verence iik his Reader, to the SanAity of that whicb 
lie celebrates under the Title of the Holy Line ; Iq 
which Noab^vnts the Janus nuitb Two Faces; one 
looking backward on the Old World ; the other 
forward, regarding the future Ages of the New ? 

I fpeak with Fieedom, and a&r the Manner of the 
Sceptkks, believing that the boldeft Difquifitioos, 
even in Things which are of divine AiTurance, are 
the btft Means to eAablilh the Trotlw Xet it no* 

M 5 Ipafr 
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pafi therefore for an A^omest of Ja&6tlitj or 
Athcifhi [irhich feme are pleas'd to lay to my Charge) 
in that i ftrive to recover the loft Antiquities of the 
World ODC of the Ruint of Time and Ignoranu : 
And, that to thU End, I even call in queSion thofe 
Kecordi, which being father'd on Mafii, pals for 
dirine Ondes ; which contain I^tiTages repugnaot to 
buman Realbn j and appear iodnitely more fabaloos 
than thofe, which, for cheir Sake, are condcnn'd u 
fuch, by the fapei^tious Nnxartmi. 

In all this 1 have not concradifled the Alctrm*^ 
which confirms the ScripCurea of the Old Teftamentt 
but declares at the lame Time, chat tbt Dtvii hm 
htJerUd attnf Eriyrs ixit ibim .- It is only againft tbdt 
^Tors 1 difpuie, adoring the Truth wherever I £nd 
it I tho' it were wri;ten in Parchment, made of the 
Skin of an lofidelt which, thou know 'A, iiasgreat 
gn AhemhalitH at the Flip ef a Hig. 

But to retarn to JVeo^'i Flood, or that of Ogjget, 
or Deittalimfi, which thou wilt t (for as the firft it 
u Epocha of the Jti»t, fo the two latter are re- 
markable ^ra'g to the GentUei] thoo wilt do well 
JBX ufiog all three, and leave the Scratiny to otiicrt t 
ftir it will Involve thee in a Labyrinth ef knotty 
Cifputea. 

The next Epocha among the Gtntiiti, it nken from 

Hit Burning of Ua ; whereby Men occaiionally fbond 

out the Way to melt Ir«n, and form it to their ii»- 

ceflaty Ulei ,- and the next to that, it the TranOatio* 

•f Gatrfmtdi : Then the Building of Troy ; Afier tlHt» 

the Expedition of J^oa to get the Golden Fleoce: 

And 4.; YearB afiw that, begin: the great. Epodw 

rteiem ,- The firli Olympiad inftitutcd by 

Next fuccceded the Olympiad) of Jphitui. 

Iiave mention'd the Je-wijb Epocha t which 

ith their Departure out of Eg^i. But ia 

is is only uCed by the Writeri of. that Na> 

ail wlil Hot find it of any- great inpwL 

t ■ The 
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The Yean of Ke^najfar are of genera! OMffvadon • 
So is the Epocha from the Building of R^mt: The 
iEra of Alexander the Great, is ttfed by my Coafttrj^- 
men the Arabian Writers. The Capitoline Gatiiei 
is an i£ra mentionM by Tome Roman Authors,' btti 
Hot of general Remark. 

Thcfe arc all that arc of any Note in ancient VLU 
ftory ; for as to the At^ufian Years, or thoft reckon^ 
cd from the Battle of A^um^ they continued not 
long, and are but fparingfy mention'd in Hiftory \ 
But I had almoft forgot the Calippick Periods, which 
muft not be omitted ; and therefore I have pkoe4 
them at the Top of a Column in the Scheme : Thef 
commence from the famous Battle between Mutttniwi^ 
and Dartus at Arheia ; wherein ihe Perfatns ttcftl¥td 
a total Defeat. 

As to more Modern Hiftory, thou wilt have Oc- 
cafion to ufe the Chriftlan i£ra, the Hegira'of she 
Arabians, and the Perfian Epocha. H&ou Jnti^ alio 
obferve the Difference in the Julian and Gregoriam 
Accounts ; the Epocha of Dioclefian ; the Spani/b 
Mm : And above all Things, both in the Epocha's 
of the Ancient and Modem Hiftory, thou muft have 
a fpecial Regard to the different Times of Year, 
virherein each diftind iEra begins. For they do not 
all commence in one and the ftme Moon, but vary 
their Dates from the Beginning of the Year to the 
End. The Want of due Care therefore in this Point, 
would breed a gi^t Confulran -in «ti Univerfal Hi- 
ftory I and would render its Chronolgy intricate and 
obfcure. 

Follow the jnoft Ancient Authorities, and be not 
difcourag'd at the captious Remarks of Modern 
Writers : For they grope in the Dark ; and having 
let up to themfelves certain fuppofititious Land* 
Marks, whereby to meafure the Age of the World, 
ciey qnarrdl wkh the Ancient Sages for faying, it is 
ef lenget Standing. As if thofe, who are but of 

M ^ YeOcrday, 
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Yefterday, knew better the Extent of Time baclc-* 
wards^ than fuch as lived above Two Tlioufand 
Years ago. Thus they retrench the Primitive Sac- 
ceflions of the AJJyrian Monarchy ; becaufe they are 
flia^d, before their Je^ijb Epocha of Noah^s Flood i 
And in the fame manner they deal with the Egyp' l| 

tians and Indians of the> Eafl ; becaufe thofe King^- 
4oms were in Being long before the Time thefe Up^ 
ftarts have fet the Beginning of the World. 
; But.be not thou partial to the Truth, nor fwear 
to the Words of fuch as have narrow Conceits of 
Qod -asii his Works : Doubtlefs, he is Omnipotent 
und Eternal, and it is no Herefy to affirm. That jB^ 
Ufi'verji^^ kotb in Extent tf Time und Place, is ade^ 
fifate io tboje IneomprebenjSfk Cbaret£tiri rf its Jb-" 
thitea. 

'^ Paris, iphofihe itui Mim, 
tf the Tear i68k 
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LETTER XII. 

To the Wifcft of the Wife, the Key of 
the Treafures of Knowledge, the 
Venerable Mufti* 



I Have obeyM the Order of thy Sanftity, in wrk 
ting to Ibro Kalpbaftr Efftndi^ the Student. I 
have difpatch d to him all the neceilary In((ru6Uon8 
he feems to want; together with a more ample 
and accaiate Scheme of the Work, to which thoa 
haft appointed him. When the Tranflators (hall have 
procarM the Books I have nam*d in a Catalogue* 
there will be nothing more wanting* but the Com^ 
piler*s Care in delivering a correA Chronology. 
Wherein it will be necefTary to deviate from the 
Uaxarem and Ji^ifo Hiftorians ; who feem to have 
curtailed the Age of the World* and reprefented it 
infinitely younger than it is, in the Records of the 
moft ancient and unfofpeAed Writers. 

The Ground of this Error, no doubt* was partly 
the Ambiuon of the Jenmfi Nation* to poflefs a 
Fame of greateft Antiquity* and to be accounted 
older than other Countries ; and partly the Lofs 
of fuch Monuments and Records* as weie extant 
in other Nations before Noalfi Flood. 

Of all People on the Earth* the Jewi feem to have 
been mod guilty of impofing on the World an Opi- 
nion of their Antiquity* and aggrandizing their 
Line above all the Race of Adam. And from them 
the Error is tranfmitted to the Cliriilians ; who giving 
a kind' of implicit and blind Faith to the Hehrifvj 
Hiftorians, have confinM the Age of the World 
.within the Compais of Six thooiand Years ; where- 
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as» if other Chronologies be true, it may, for ought 
we kaoWy be above Six hundred thoufand Years 
old. 

The Egyptian Chronicles g\ye us an Account of 
no lefs than feventeen fuOoefflVe DinaJHes^ or Go- 
vernors in that Nation, before the Jenuijh and Cbri^ 
pan Epochal of the Origin of Time. The AJfyrians 
boaft of a Race of Kings long before Noah*% Flood ; 
whofe Succeffion continued down to the Reign of 
SardanapaiuSf without the lead Interruption or Va- 
cancy made by any fuch Deluge. But the Chinefe 
and Indians exceed all the reft of the World in the 
prodigious Antiquity of their Records. And among 
the latter, their Bratkmans affert the Age of the 
World to be liitle lefs than In'finite or Eternal. 
The Laws and Hiflories of this Nation, (Ifpcak 
of the Gtntile Indians) are Written in a Language 
which is now antiquated, and has no Affinity with 
Btiy other Speech in the World. And the Books 
that are esttaftt in this Language, afTett, that it was 
the firft and priinitive Speech of Mankind. None 
vinderfland it at this Day, but the Priefb and fuch a^ 
they vouchikfe to teach k to, itt their Schools and 
Colleges. Yet this is the Limguage wherein art 
written the Hiftorieij of their firft Kings, the Ori- 
ginal of their Oovernment, and the Fables of the 
Worid's immenfe Antiquity. 

Cenainly, it would be ft Defed worthy of thy 
Mttftiiidence, to pmcure a Tranilatit>i) of fome of 
thefe Records, that fo we may no longer be in the 
Dark, aft to the Uiitory of that renowned Nation. 

And 1 could heaitily wifh our Chronology in this 
Work/ might reteive fome Light from fuch un- 
^ueftionable Monuments. 

The Chriftians declaim againft trtry thiftg, 
tliat dots not fuit wkh their Tenets. They fet 
^ their private SVr6rs as the Standard of TmtlM 
tstA njea whAtActer contnultAs thefe, hs fk- 

buleiu 
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b«t«us and heretic&l. in this they a£t like th^ 
Giant } who, mbm his Qmfts nMn todjkort fir M 
Bid^ cauid tbim to be firetthtd out nvith twines ; and 
mokm they nveri tm lotig^ ht cut off their Legs or Heetds^ 
U ffUtke ^im fa for iieir Lo^itig. So do the Natia' 
reuis deal vnth ancient Writers, and efpecially with 
fach as estead the Age of the World beyoad their 
narrow Efocha ; refolving not to admit of any Chro- 
nology, which exceeds the Limits of their own» 
They retrench whole Ages, and reduce the indefinite 
Meaftize of |^ Time to a Span. They efteem the 
lupous aa Fools, eafily itpposM on by their crafty 
'Prielb, and all the Records of the Eafi pafs with 
them for Fables, or the Dreams of Poets. There*^ 
no Reafon that the enlightenM Muffulmam flioold 
be their Apes, and mock at Oriental Hidory ; (ince 
we are taught from our Cradles, nat 4tU Wifioik 
tomes out of the 'Ea&. 

But they will object, perhtips, How is it poffl>le 
that any Records could be prefervM of the Timeft 
before the Flood, except foch as were 6v*d in Noah\ 
Ark ; fince that univerfal Inundation fwept away 
ail the reft of Mankind, and muft needs ntterly eilace 
their Writings and Monoments ? To this I anfwer> 
That they cannot prove this Inundation to be uni^ 
verfal ; not even out of their own Scriptures, which 
I have narrowly examined in this Point, and find the 
Deluge limited to that Part of the Earth which was 
inhabited ^t that Time. Which verbal Limitatiofi 
foppofes, that the whole Globe was neither ihha^ 
bited, nor drownM ; or elie xhey maft allow a Tauh 
tology in Scripture, 

fiefides, it is evident from what the Bihk byt^ 
concerning Noah's preaching an Hundred and 
Twenty Years before the Flood, that this was 
bnt a particalar Deluge, inflidlfd as a Punifh- 
ment on that obdurate and impenitent Natioii 
where he liv'd^ and who derided the Warnings of 
^\ the 
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the Prophet. FocitdBinot be foppos^d, th&t Nuth 
wandered up and down over the Pace of the whole 
Earth, to preach every where, and warn all Mankind 
of the approaching Calamity, and - 'twould feem 
partial in God, to fend him to preach to one People 
only, and let the reft of the Woiid die in Ignorance. 
•Either therefore^ there were no more People in the 
World than thofe of his own Nation ; or at leaft» 
there were no more to be drowned. He was em- 
ployed in building the Ark, during the Time that 
he preachM ; and the Alcoran makes mention of 
the Water that boiPd in Noah's Pot, which are con- 
vincing Arguments, that he went not out of his 
own Country ; unlefs w will fuppofe he carried 
the Ark, and his Pot along with him ; one of which 
is impofiible, the other ridiculous, and both of them 
full of Abfurdities^ 

Add to this, that It was impoffible for Noah and 
his Three Sons to build an Ark fo big, as to con- 
tain all the Species of clean Beads and Birds by 
Fourteens, and the Unclean by Fours ; and to hkve 
Room enough to lay up Provifxon fufficient to noiK 
riih his Family, with fuch an infinite Number of 
Living Creatures ; fome of ^hich would multiply 
upon him every Moon, others in a little more Time 
and all of them within the Year that they were con- 
finM to the Ark ; for fo long did the Flood laft. 

It is evident then, that it was but a particular 
Deluge ; and that the Ark was made pnly large 
enough to contain the Species of Beafts and Birds 
peculiar to that Country. For .if it were otherwife» 
another Difficulty will flart ; How all the innome*- 
rable Kinds of Beafts could tranfport them&lves from 
the Iflands, and remote Regions, to the Ark ; and 
from thence back again to the Places from whence 
they, caxpe^ aft^ the Flood was abated, and dried 
up ? 
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A great deal more might be iaid ; but this h 
fofficient to render it very probable, if not to de- 
monftrate, that this was no more than a particular 
Deluge, by which God was refolved to exterminate 
the Infidels out of that Land : Even as he has in^ 
flidled Judgments as terrible on other Nations, 
deiloying them by Lightning, or vehement Winds^ 
or by Armies of Wild fieafls, as the Alcoran often 
intimates. Other Hiftories fpeak of whole Cities in 
Africk^ *iuith all their Inhabitants^ turned into Stone 
in one Night*s Time, as a Punijbment of their *walr 
lon^ving in that Vice, mjhofe *very Imagination creates 
a Horror in cbafie Souls* 

Suppofing therefore, that only Armenia, or the 
adjacent Countries, were overwhelmed in this De- 
Inge ; it will be eafy to fuggeH, that the other Na^ 
tions, fuch as Egypt, China, and the Indies, might 
retain their Chronologies uncorrupt, from their Ori- 
ginal Source of Time. 

It is of great Importance to true Hiflory, that 
this Point fhould be thoroughly txzmitCd, and ihe 
Extent of the Flood adjuftol : For if it could be 
apparently made out, that Noah's Flood was but 
, ftrch another as thofe of Ogyges and Deucalion, zSt 
the Mids which darken Antiquity would vanifli. 
The whole Firmament of Chronology would be- 
come clear and ferene ', and we fhould walk in the 
Light of the primitive Ages, without being daa- 
zlcd, orforcM to wink. 

Methinks, I behold this Light glimmering from 
afar like Aurora, the chearful Harbinger of ap- 
jproaching Day. Methinks I fee the Splendour 
of Hiilorical Truth ridng from the Orient, and 
gilding the Tops of thofe Mountains, which the 
Ignorance and Superllition of fome, the Pride 
and Ambition of others, have raifed to hinder 
our Profped of the far-extended Ages of the pri- 
mitive Worldc And wiChout Rapture, or /^/rr 

bole. 
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hoUf I dare be bold to prcTage, That a litth more 
KnonfiAedgtin the Indian Language^and HifiorieSy *wUl 
iri^ tbojh Things to Light , wchich have Been bid for 
wmt^ tboufarnds of Years y from the greattfi Part <^ 
Mankind, 

Go on then» thou facred Patron of Hiftory ; go 
on to encourage- this unparaileird Work ! Send Mef* 
fengert to the Indies » Men of Learning and Pru* 
denoe. Let them court the ^rachnans with the 
Promifes of ineftiniable Rewards : Let them try to 
win thofe renownM Philofophers, to come with 
their Bookf to the Sanctuary of the World ; that 
fo this Univerfal Hiilory may tranfcend all that 
liave been written before it ; and that the proud 
Contemneri of the Mujfklmant may have this Pro- 
verb common among themfeitet, when they would 
tiTerc any thing (erioudy, to fay. It is at true ae 
em Ortsdey or as the Cironoiigy of thofe who he/ieve 
the Alcoran. Great Light of the Faithful, adiea. 

Farii, ^t^h of the xttb Mew, 
^iherearieSi. 

LETTER XIII. 

To Catpi Hall, Phyfician in Ordinary 
to the Grand Signior. 

I Am now arrived to a great Age, and have rdab'd 
thro* many Fatigues in my Life-time. I have 
fiood the Brunt of a thoufand Perils, and undergone 
much Hardihip : Pains and Afflictions have invaded 
me in Body and Soul* Labour, Perfecution, and 
Grief, have been the Portion ef my paft Years : 
(ifow I would fain live at Eafe if 'twere pofiible. 

There'" 
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Tlx^refbre I havtf Reconrfe to thee, ray old Fri^nd^ 
who haft often afford^ me thy Counfei in Time of 
Need. I do not addrcfe iat Faihion fake, or to dif- 
cover the vaft Ffteem I have for a Phyfician, whofe 
fldiful Prefcriptions have To often iav*d my IMt, 
N09 no ; Tm really in wane of Aid \ and no Man 
but thy felf can care me. 

It i$ not eafy for me to define my Diftemper; 
fince 'tis Heterogeneous, and complicated of many 
different Maladies. However/ it is fit that thou 
fhottld'fl be informed of the particular Symptoms, 
and the Caufes, as hx as I can gaefs at "cm ; and 
I can do no lefs than make t^ in part my Con* 
feffor. 

Methink% I feel the Reverfion of my youthful 
* Vanities inherit the Entail of my paft Pleafures i 
which is certainly nothing bat Pain and Torment. 
Thofe Agonits which I laugVd at in other M^» 
are now feileta to vsxj own Share. The Comedies 
of vaj greener Years, are become the feniible Trar 
gedies of my weather-beaten Age. 

Whiift I fweat, frown, and make a thoufand 
Grimaces at the Angnifti given me by the Goue^ 
Stone, Strangury,' Cholick, Cramp, and other acute 
Difeafes, which excruciate me by Turns ; I think 
the divine Nemtju has appointed fome Denni for an 
Inquifitor and Tormentor of every Bone, Vein, Ar- 
tery, Nerve, Mufde, and Gut in my Body. Surely, 
Pm laid in the firft Pickle of Nature's Wrath : I 
wiih it may be the laft ; for I do not in the leaft 
covet her Ill>wilL 

Then I have my focceifive Intervals of Dropfies, 
Aflhma's, Dyfenteries, Fevers, Confumptions, and 
God knows how many more Species of Sicknefs. 
Yet fometimes I am as feemingly well in Health 
as Mortgii Zudiftan, the old Aga, that lived juft 
by the Obeiijk in the Hipfodr^me i who ran away 
from Jus Father in his Youth, and lerv*d ils* 

venteen 
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venteen Years in the Wars of Ptrfia^ liv'd *cill He 
was eiehty-nine Years old ; yet never way 
let Bloody took Phyfick, or was fick in all his 
Life. 

I • proted, *cis hard for me to guefs at my own 
Conftitution, or to find oat the Original of thofe 
different Habits in my Body. Yet I have a feel- 
ing Senfe of that myfelfy which I cannot exprefs 
to another. 

Sometimes T think* there is fome native and ra* 
dical Venom in my Body, derived from the Influ- 
ence of malignant Stars, that had the Dominion at 
my Birth ; 'tho how, or why it fhonld be fo, I 
am altogether ignorant. Neither can an Ailrolo- 
ger, with all his Schemes and heavenly Figures, 
convince me which of the Conftellations or Planets 
dkl me the fatal Injury. I give no Credit to their 
antiquated Tales of Trines, Conjundtions, Oppo- 
fitions, Quartiles, and the xi&, of their Egyptian 
Jargon. I believe there may be fomething true 
and facred at the Bottom of Aftrology, bat *ti$ 
cover*d with a Heap of RubbiHi, Rules^ and Ob- 
fervations* And they chat take moft Pains, dig 
deepeft, and make the narroweft Search into the 
Rains of that noble Science, Ihall, for one genu- 
ine Pearl, find a thou&nd Counterfeits ; for one 
Truth, a thoufand Errors, It fares with Aerolo- 
gy, as it does with Religion ; which is canto- 
niz'd into innumerable Sefts and FaAions ; each 
pofitively aflerting, that they have the only incor- 
rupt Laws of God : Whereas if you make a ftrift 
Scrutiny, you (hall find a very little fincere Piety, 
but abundance of Prpphanenefs, Hypocrify, and Su- 
perftition. 

Well, let it be how it will ; whether the Stars 
have any Hand in the Plot of human Events 
or no : Whether Saturn or Man be malevolent 
or benign Planets, it matters not much : No 

more 
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more does it to hear what they prate of all the ya« 
irioos Afpedb and Configurations of the other Stars. 
This I am fure of, that I endure a great many 
Pains ; which, let them be derived from above or 
below, are very troublefome. 
. ^Tis poflible, that all, or moil, Diftempers which 
^§Ai€t human Bodies in fo many diHerent Kinds, 
may be but the EfFeds of one original Indifpoii- 
tton, of Ataxy, in our animal Spirits ; or fome . 
hereditary Contagion in our filood, or feminal 
PeHs in our Humours ; which, Proteus like, ap- 
pears in different Forms, mafquerading it up and 
down our Bodies, in the Difguife of Fevers, A- 
gues, Ptyficks, Coughs, ConiUmptions, Rheuma — 
(ifms, Fleurifies, and a thoufand more. Or, per- 
haps our Vitals are not found : Some Fall, or 
Knock, or other Accident in our Infancy, might 

?ut us out of Frame ; or the Debaucheries o( 
onth may leave their Sting behind them, to cha- 
ftife our riper Years^ and teach us Wifdom before 
ijcis too lace. 

I tell thee in fhort, all my Maladies, as I conjec- 
ture, owe their Original to an ill-teroperM Spleen, 
and vitiated Hypoch(mdria» This, as I laid before^ 
I can eafily feel within myfelf ; but can hardly 
exprefs the Manner how it comes to pafs, with 
that Accuracy as b requifite to make another fen- 
fible of it : Only, in general Terms, I fuppofe it 
has made me extremely melancholy at fome Times, 
and as exceflive merry and frolickfome at others,; 
both which Paffions, thou know*ll, h^ve an ill In* 
Euence on the Heart, Midriff, Pericardium^ Liver, 
^ud Lungs. This I have found by frequent and long 
Experience ; tho^ I will not under^ke to defcribe 
the mechanick Operation of thefe contiguous Vi- 
ts^fi one upon another ; efpecially to thee, who art 
t^ molt accomplifhed and carious Apatomift 
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■f thi* A^cl SbCcs a (B faf, ihK I h»v per- 
cenol wkkiB ar Ictf, tte mlai Md fbnibia 
CoacnfiiaB w Dihatiai, Hauig «> Cooliiis of 
vmj td tkefe iMsriiw pnodpol hra, to be vcrj 
p p aici oaa to my Healtk ; hang wm ■■■rrtiiw 
Jnftax CB all tk reft, aad fe cm the BokI. where- 
n is oousacd Uk tot *'*^*'1* of tlni laotcd 

Mj dear nffidm, «ar BdAb ir pofca M>- 
cluaa, a«l bbfrA » the life Mifchaco. If 
hm X Smw, a Pin, or nf fixk diauBattfC Tlille> 
px faetwea tfar Wbeds of a Waecl^ *» pcfartty 
ttabnkr*d !■ ks Mocm. The wk^ FrUM of 
the artificBl Uccknuim is ddwr u a Saod, oe 
foes DO Sow or faft. tr u laft my u an fly. 
Sa uc l^iBlldl irregalai' PaSoa, t> amf t£ the 
chii^ Mtmbm of v^ Boiki, difaafa* ami no- 
baa the fkMx (^ lU the icft : k fpoib their Har- 
WMjr, ud Bilccs them >u ; jat Uke a Vi^ wbm 
Cwe UaaderiBg Kzwl has Mw-tara'd the Acs, 
aRcT a tkHfal M:i£caii bad pot tk LiftrnKU a 
Tmk. 

Cefides. Aen is a Iniin Chun of Piwfi i|W ■ 
tt» withou. Oar FitfioM him mc onrftlwi tm- 
fy. bat ochcn ; ud wc icceiie ania the Rncvc 
Jf ti* n.^™. -c gi^ : F» ^t .T^S 
tnralKMM, of JaflJEe hi the Worid. The wh<^ 
[^r^ -^ • PSe« of Cbek-Wotk. whcR om 
"i"^ *»"gfcgr tolsinitr i aMdoacSMia 
■*^ ^^"^ wo-W put an the K«to aa 
Wc \f orcals an Parts ef thit pud Mo- 
particalaT Shatcs is dw KT. 
the trhole. I, for my Part, 
Bifc, If ^-7- .J***" of Midbnoe. the de%Bed 
*-**■ '^^ the conn&ig TeeA of 
■ out: Ifihoo wikbr thy 
*nA pet ae ie FtaHC. tfe 
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Praifc will be thy own : Otherwife, the firft Ardft 
maft even uke me to pieces, difTolve this ufeleia 
Maf» ; and wh^ I am thus reduced to my origi* 
nal Element, he may new-mould my duAiie Sub* 
ftance, and hammer it to what Fafhion and £nd 
he pleafes. 

Only I beg of him, rather to make me any four* 
looted Beafty than a Spaniard^ a Dutchman^ or a 
Jenvt among Men ; for thefe are the Scandals of ha* 
man Race. 

Paris, 2d of the ^d Moon, 
of the Tear 1682. 



mmi^mm 



LETTER XIV. 

» 

To Abdel Melee Mali Omar, Prefi-^ 
dent of the Coll. of Sciences at Fez, 

I Have had to do lately with Men pretending to 
Aftrology ; Perfons of many Words, and often- 
tatious Expreffions ; but of little Senfe, and lefs 
Knowledge, even in the vtry Science they boaft 
of. I can compare them to none more properly, 
than to thofe Travellers, who vifit foreign Coun« 
tries, that they mjiy come home laden with Romances 
and Fables, with triffing Remarks, and jejune Obfer- 
vations, to make a crackling Noife mnong the Vul- 
gar ; whilft wife Men laugh at their Folly, in that 
after all their extraviagant Rambles abroad^ they 
are not able to give a rational Account of any 
thing to the Purpofe ; and are peHedly Strangers 
to the Place of their own Nativity. So thefe 
pretended Star-gazei's, whilft they boaft of being 
ftmiliarly acquainted with all the R^jons of the 
Sky ; can draw Maps, ChartSi and Figures of the 

remote 
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remote Heavens, delineate the Honles -of the Z0- 
dzackf the CouHe of the Signs, the 6oveninients» 
Lawfi» and Jnilaenoes of the PJan^ts and Conftel* 
lations ; are ignorant of their own domeftick Re- 
gion, this Globe whereon they dwell. They know 
not the Things with which they are daily conver- 
iant ; much left can they penetrate into the Secrets 
of the Earth, or difcover the Things that are finder 
their Feet. 

Wherefore turning my Back on thefe vain Scxo- 
lifts, I approach with Reverence to thee, who art 
accompli (h'd in the Myikries of thofe Worlds above 
and this below. I have two Di£kulties apon my 
Mind, which I befeech thee to folve. The £rft 
Is concerning the Original of the Blacks or Ne- 
groes : The other about the Flux and Reflux of the 

Sea. ^ ■ 

r I was in Company not long ago with an emi- 
hent Phyfician of Paris ^ a Pcrfon of great Abili- 
ties, fi fe^rching Spirit, and very curious in .his 
natural Obfervations. Among other Subjects which 
we difcours*d of, we fell at length upon the Grand 
Dividon of Mankind into Blach and Whites, Which 
carried us fo far, as to enquire into the Caufes of 
this Difference in their Colour ; whether it pro- 
ceeded from the various Heat and Influence of the 
Sun, or from the diverfe Qualities of the Climates^ 
wherein they live ; or finally, from feme fpecifid^ 
Properties in themfelves, in the natural Frame and 
Conflitution of their Bodies. 

He was of Opinion, that if Adam were white, 
all his Children mufl be io too; if black, all his. 
Poftericy muH be of the fame Colour. There- 
fore, by Confequence, either the Blach or the. 
Whites are not the Defcendants of Adam. This 
he endeavoured to prove by many plaufible Ar-. 
gumencsj bat he inQfied chiefly on one Experi- 

. . \. meat. 
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luent he had^'&eti iwadeV when prefdrit at the Dif-» 
fefiion of a dead Negro. Fbr he afHrmM, that' 
between the outward and inward Skin of the Corps,' 
was found a kind of Vafiular Piextis^ fpread ovter ' 
the whole Body like a Web or Net, which wlb 
iiird with a Jaice as black asJnk ; from whence he 
CDQckided, the outward Skin received its Unbare. 
And in^^ regard there isiio fiich Web or Net to be 
fennd under the Skin of a White iAzn^ it fefvM M 
him as att Argamenr, that they were two different 
Species qy Races of Men from' the very firft On- 
gmal of Mortals ; Nature having given the one 
Kind an inward as well as an outward Chara£te«- 
jiiftick to diftinguiih them from the other. In this 
diverfe Organization of their Bbdies. ' 

'I maft confefsy 'it has been my Opihion a^^long 
time, that the Negroes, or Blacks, owe\heir CoJour 
to a far higher and aiore ancient 'Origmal than to- 
the Curfe 'which Nodb pronounced on Cham'znd all 
his Pofterity, as is- commonly believed. And I 
could even grant them to be a difl«rent Race ' from 
that of J^m } for it is no new thing with nie to 
Conceive, that Mankind hath a dSferent Original £M>tii 
that which is recorded in ttie Books that go ira-< 
der Ma/es's Name. And I dare be bold to fay^ that 
the Book [of Gate/s'] was either not penii*d by 
Mo/es ; or, if it were, that it has been much cor-^ 
i^pted in After-times i and that at prefent there it' 
not any known Tru«*'Copy of it in the World. 
For how can we father fo many Intongruities, as 
are to be found in that Book, on the Holy Pro-^ 
^h<et f' Or if he were really the Author of foch 
Contradidions and Abfnrdities, how can we believe'^ 
him without forfeiting our Senfe ? G o d gave us 
our Reafon to be a Lamp and a Prop, to light and 
liipport us as we walk through the Dark and Uu'- 
ttrtaia Wildemefs of this M^nrtal Life ; not as an 

^ N J^nii 
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Jgnh FatuHs to. mifgiiidff tiji^ <« a Rett} of ^gj^ah 
ivbkh deceives, biqi tti^t l^Ds^.flto |t» and ci4ife» him. 
t9 fiill. He 1^95. fqiiarU 0ui> F^ciilti09 to the Worki. 
oJF Etermcy. Our native Id^aa. of Thkigs anp ta^-^ 
ad aivi tnie, tU) adult^ii^ted by the falfe Stokca of 
Sdm»tio»,. Saper|itiQf, ajtd fooaigiQ ^rnov. TJiu$. 
19 my lDfaiv;y» I itmciinJlKr I cWd Qot,;0iiifieii«. 
any JLimits to the ExisiiK. ofi ^aq, nor any Be- 
gMiohig to tlw Age qf thQ Wcffl^' A^d I hav» 
t^a^am the iaw^ Notion. q( lafimte ao4 Eternal; 
Mat^r ^er fipce* e^i^ tq tbefe Giay Hairs, Sa, 
1^ tha Original of Mankiod, I^bcjiexe QOt the nar- 
xow aod partial Genealogies of.tkn J^w^ who oaly 
ibrOTe . to f»^lt themCelveft and ttieii? own I.iiiea|{ft 
above all the Natiwt oa J^ith h^M(9. 
- Far iO^JM. F km>w, th^ci vtei? m many 0«igiaal 
fc^/fjh of Morpfe as tl\ere are dificrcw Nar 
tiQDl» :|)€^iDg YSMriouft. iadi<^ aod. material Lai^ 
goag^s ; obeying fev^ ?ocms of Gorermnentf 
a|i4 pj9^ifipg diftin^ Max^aii ^d.Friociples, Of, 
it 10 pNQ^AMej the. Eafi pro4ucf4 09e A)rt of Meo» 
1^ Wffi m<^r: ; w*iWi thie M^/^ apd the. ^<ME<i&, 
Im^]^ ^^^ a^ eq»2al Vaxia^^, Wbo kQ9w§ the> 
^S'onc^ of t)iM Qoi^rllatiPD^ a«4 HtaveAs abo?e; on 
^ hidden Yim^. mkk^k exihale .fiK»m the Dep^. 
hfifm. ? Thc^. may difFfr as fhe Qjmaies do : And 
the firft Ii^pedic^tf ^f thp Eatith. might al) bd 
anark'd ^ith the various AfF(|£lion6^ P^^das^ apl- 
Pifpo&iop^.of :h(y then Co^iufton P^^eot ;. e^ a» 
^Children are. now-ardays AignsaUs&^d* wtfb theiltfiA 
fif a teasing Mpth^-. . 

Oh that it: Wre.pol^ble. wMi 7%^iff{ tei defoead 
Spto the. BoweUofth^s Glphe^ and^cpme upaUye* 
imi iafe again I that ^0. might di^ iotQ.the ^n 
^jSif hclo^ aiKi ^ifit (he.. C^ve^o^ of. perpetual 
^knefs ! th^t we jmight erej^p aloAg b^r the. Aoota 
of' th^ 9»pept Mp4&mm»^ <»;throttgih.thftChaoneiia 

rx of 
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of Mines a thoafattd Miles beneath the SftrfllGe f 
there wooVi^I feck fbr th& Foumain? of^ hidden Wa- 
tisrs, wiiich ^run to and fro in thr Veins- iiti the* 
Earth ; I wouVi find dm^ the Stfbcerranein Seas, 
Lakes, and Rivers, which feed our Upper Ocean 
ivich its Briny Floods. And perhaps^ therelihoald 
difcover the True Caufe of theFlnx and Reflux of 
the Sea, which has fo puzzled all Philofophy. 
■ TeH raei thou Sage of Sages, Cart-alt the Fotrn-* 
tains. Rivulets, mighty Channels, Lakes, and Seas 
which we fee <5n th^^Su^^rfi^^es, :be;(^ii44ntly fup. 
ply*d only by Showers from Heayen, which in fome 
Places fell very fparingty, cmftotat ^? Cou'd the 
conflant Regular Tides and Ebbs foe fHlrnsaiorcain^d by 
the uncertain fickle Rains and Snows \ Or is there 
JMtt an Eternal Citcnlation of Waters thro^ the v^ribtji 
Hollowneflcs of the Earths V. 

In a Mineat Bertiitt Switzerland^ about 23a Yb^ 
ago, theije was fdunda whole SMp-j6 Fa^lK^ deep^ 
with all 'm Tackte,' and - the <!ead Bbdky of many 
Seamen ; 1 afk. How that Slip d^me-thcre y 

Who^an give nae an Accouetof 'thft inany Whirl- 
pools, Viragi^i and 'Cbafybdirs^- thcife arfr ^li diven 
Seas ? There is one o& the l^ortb of ihb WcB-ldi not 
fiir frftm Mujhvyy forty Miles in- Gompafs; whick 
when the* Tide comes in, fwallows up all' the Se^ 
with' an • infupporta^ Noife, above that of. Thun- 
der, with Ship^', Fifh, and' whatfoiever elfe comet 
#ftbm'thatFatiil Stream $ then at thie Bbb it thriywa 
^ra :up' agai» whh eqoal Fury. I>6ubtle6, there: 
are' Innumerable fuch devpqrmg Jaws W the Bartlt 
ond^ the vftrious Bottoms of the Sea. And I wil( 
never* trouble • my fclf anf ferther for the ■ St^utio^ 
of thi* Grand Scruple, which coft- the Sl/>gynt€ 
his Life.' • " ' 

Venerable. Sag^, tell me thy Opinion of thefe 
Thi^jgsj ftw-I could bring Inftatjccs enough to, 

' N 2- . ivftie 
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write a Volame on this Subje£l. But I am brief, 
with thee, who caoft not improve by any Thing I 
can fay ; who write this as one that begs Inftrudion, 
and not to teach or inform an Oracle. 

Paris^ lotb of the ^tb Moon, 
tf the Tear 1081. 



4k 



L E T T E R XV. 

To the Kaimacham. 

HE R E's a Race of Infidels newly Aarted in 
France ; who, if they be let alone, may, for 
for ought I know, in Time depopulate not only this 
Kingdom, bat the whole Earth. A Society ofMif-; 
creants. Sorcerers, Magicians, Witches^ and I know 
not what. They fecretly ileal Children away from 
their Parents, and oHer them in Sacrifice to Damom. 
Their Blood they iave to compound horrible Poifons 
and execrable Enchantments. The Bread of Paris 
and other Cities is become like the Fruit of the Tree 
Zacottn which overfhadows the Center of Hell ; full 
of deadly Venom . The Fountains of once living and 
^frefhing Waters, are now tainted with the Conta- 
gion of StyXf Pblegethorit and Cocytus* There is no 
Safety in eating or drinking. Men chufe to perifli 
by Hunger or Thiril, rather than tafle the ytrf^ 
Fruiu of the Earth. They undergo a Voluntary 
Famine in the midft of Infinite Plenty. And whilft 
there is an Affluence of all things, which ufe to fup- 
port our Mortal Life, People complain of Scarcity, 
and die for want of wholfome Food. 

In the mean while, no body can tdl the Mean* 
ipg of its but a diligent Enquiry is made: Some 

are 
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are arreted on Sufpicion, others are convi£Wd by 
undeniable Evidence, yet will confefs nothing : They 
prove 'em guilty in Matter of Fa£l, pot 'em to more 
than the common Tortures, but can extort not a 
Syllable from 'em, which (hall difcover their Accom- 
plices, or reveal the bottom Secret of this nefandous 
Pradice. 

. Arife f Arife ! Arife ? Medea, Circe, JE/culapiufp 
or fome other Powers more expert in Nature's hidden 
Force : Arife, I fay, and pro|> the fainting Relicks 
of Human I^ce. New Deaihs invade the World, 
Men fpeak. feem flout, they walk the Streets, are 
^merry, brifk, and gay ; and yet in the Height of 
Laughter, down they drop and die. This is very 
ilrange ; but more fo it is, that even after Death; 
;when they are cold, their Chaps remain flill diflorted 
in the fame comical Figure, not much unlike th« 
Statue of the Satyr, which {lands behind the Gate 
of the Womens Apartment in the Serai/. 

I have indeed read of a Fruit, which whofoever 
tafles, will die laughing ; And of the Torpedo, 
which if any M^n touch, though with a Staff or 
Pole in his Hand, immediately benums him, and 
takes away his Senfe of Feeling : But I always af- 
.^cribed thei^ Stories to the romantick Humours of 
P/ifT^, or at leafl of thofe from whom he colleded 
the p^afant Paragraphs of his Natural Hiflory. But 
now I am convinced, that 'tis poflible thefe Things 
may be true. 

In a word, I tell thee plainly, that were it ndt 
for honefl Eliacbim the Jew, poor Mabmut mufl 
Aarve himfelf. For I would rather die weeping 
and famifhing, depbring and lamenting the Mi- 
feries of Human Life, than pafe to Orcus in an 
artificial Good Humour, only fram'd by the Force 
of Poifons and Charms. But Eliachim and aill the 
.Jetus are fingular .in their Diet: They take care 
not to be polluted by abominaUe Infidels. They 

N 3 will 
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will not eat the Bread of the Cbriftians^ nor tate 
^f their Fleih. The Law of Mofes forbids it» and 
thcf. are veiy curious in obferving it : They have 
«hfir Corn-Merchants, Millers, Bakers, Butchers^ 
•Poultoerers, and Fiihmonger^, by themselves s their 
Cauierens .alfo, and fuch as kxve *em with Water» 
Wine, or any other Beverage : They will not eafily 
ht cheated of their Lives, through thie Complai- 
iance of what they call Good Nature : Neither Trench 
vor Ihitch^ Italians or Sfaman^fs, fhaU impoie upon 
them : They eat and drink inore nicely, (I fpeak of 
the better fort) than the In£del Kings of thie Earth. . 

Here lies my Safety amidA the common Danger i 
I never eat or drink of late, but at E/tachim^s 
Houie. Fori dare not.; fo well-grounded are the 
Fears of Poiibn in the Society of Nazarenes at thii 
Time in Pans. 

By the G o D of my Father, and my G o n, t 
would not wiUingly go down to the Shades in n 
Vehicle of Jia-Muia^ Xtrim^ or any other fubtle 
£aAem Opiate, I'd rather fairly fiand the Face of a 
^ulkt, Dagger, Sword, or aay, thhig that with 
.Candor thicatens as above-board. But to be fneak« 
nigly onderminM, circumvented, ^c, goes againft 
ihe Grain, by «he Wounds df Mahomet, which bt 
received before the Holy Flight. - 

O M, M! This Oath brings thy Fame to my 
«IUmemfaiaDce. Who diirft (land againft th^ SworA 
of Jli^ when he was in his Wrath ? Alt, the iNl^ 
Socce^r of the Prophet t 

Doaot take me ^t a Ky^lhmJcbU Hepethk, it^del, &c^ 
for i ^KOxtiS an untainted Race, •a True Believer, a 
Miffhiman inallSenfes : Sii( I hate Phanaticifm, an4 
in^iiicms Bigotry : 7'ho* we Mte the F^rfians^ and 
purfne *«m as inoorrigible Hereticks, may we not love 
4ind hof^wx ^tbe Caliph whom they fellow ? So we are 
^fofi^s'd Enenuesto ihtChrifiians^ ^nd yet we i«ve« 
teaoe J^ due Soa ^Mafp the Chrifiians Mefia^. 

Bat 
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But to tetum t6 the frottb ; tiie King has ^redai 
» kind of Inqoifitioti-CUiirt, *Whidi is caHed tile 
CH^mbier of Poifons. Rete atl fserfoiis fafpe&Mi tif 
th^e diabolical Pradices are ^jtamiffed, al^d -put 
CO the Torture. Alfo MiH^rs^ Bhkel^^ Bucchers, 
Froiicrers, Vintifcri, aifd bthcr Trades, w4iich (AX 
SLVy thing to eat or i^ink, zfe fm>fn in thiit Cham- 
ber, and undergo a fevere Serutiny. So do all Phy- 
-feian», DraggiAs, and Ap^thtscafies. Ediidii are 
•daily pabliih*d, wbereby a/I FtrfiHs prttiniing n ^ 
^*iirit of DMnatkn^ ScC, are <^mfkahded fiHrlh^th 
$0 dtfart the Kingdefn under fhe Penalty of Death. It 
is order^ alfo, that ijohofoiiver has iAus d any Sentent^ 
of the Written Lafw, hy making of Enchantments f Spotfs, 
Charms, or any thing befide or heyokd the Foree of Na- 
ture, Jhall he JeH^erefy funiped. The fame Edift ki\^ 
bids all Vfe of p4nfonSy vnhfs they he fitch as ate hgtt-^ 
dients in ixjholefimi Medicines, and help /to ca^Ynp^u^d 
thofi Phjjkal Preparations ^mhich Ore neceffary /« cots* 
fernje the Lift of Men, And that e<uiH theft foaft not 
ie fold to any Perfon nvbatjoever, hut osrfy to thoje nuh9 
hy their Art and Profeffion are obliged to make ufe %f 

them. Abundance bf €^fe is taken bMJi \xf the State 
and the Chiir<h, by Publick Magiftmtes and tfiivate 
Perfon», to diicover the Abthors of thele nnhumdki 
Tragedies, and to prevent the Hk^ for the fatafre. 
Every Man^l £ye is upon his ISfeigkbotir) and ^Ae)r 
of the fame Houfe are jealous one of another. Xm 
Father furpte^ and narrowly watches the Mottdnt 
of his Sbn, an)! tite Moihefr will not troft the Dautirii^ 
vtx of her Delight. CWildien are ^inxy of tlieir r«^ 
rents, and Ofie Brotheir or Siltef dares not eat 'Or 
drbk any thf«g prepa^^d by imother : Kfeitker die 
Ties, nor even the fai^red Bdndi ^ Prieiedfliip it 
felf, are fuificient to conquer Mens Fears and Ap» 
prehenfions of being pQifob*d. 

In the mean while, the fnlwfMatila ka^ felt a 
terrible Blow from the French Arm». For the King 

N4 ^ 
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of Frtmce havi&g received ibme Affront from thofe 
Cvrfetirsy gave Orders to the Sieur de ^efne, Lieute- 
nant-General of his Naval Forces, to go and bombard 
.their City; wliich was perform^ accordingly, in the 
.Beginning of the 6th Moon : And that bold Warrior 
.threw fo many Bombs into the Town, that he ruinM 
a confiderable Part of it, overthrew the principal 

• Mofque, and killed many thoufands of Men : Which 

• obliged the J/^trhes to become humble Supplicants 
^fbr Peace : And it was granted them on certain Con- 

• ditionsy adirantageous. enough for France. 

This Monarok is wholly addiAed to War, in 

• which alfo he is no lefs expert than Jie is in Matters 
. of State : And he loves to fee his SubjeAs follow his 

Example. To this End, he has lately eilablifhM 

two Seminaries ; one in the Citadel of Toumaj^t the 

other in that of Meix, where a certain Nuniber of 

, Cadets or Younger Brothers, who can prove them- 

felves defcended of noble Blood, are educated at the 

King's Charge, and taught the Method . and Art of 

•. Forti£cation8, with other Bxercifes of. Military Dif- 

•cipline. 

f This is a great Encouragement to the Young Gen- 
try; ftiid Nobles, and fills them with glorious Emula- 
tions I tyery one being ambitious to excel another in 
theiclHetoick AtU* And the King will ;iever want 
sble Soldier's to ferv< him in any Sca^tion at Home or 
tAbroaj* 

Hloftriocis Kaimofhamf this is all the News I can 
a(t prefent ksid thee: May God prote^ thee and 
.ldl the True Faithful from the Ay Attempts of Ma- 
gicjans, Wiichcs, and Poifoners. As for me, T know 
fHot how lifiig- 1 ihall efcape their Snares. But I will 
.be as coaaing as I can. .Sage Minifter, adieu. 



Paris, j^b of tbi ^ib Moon, 
,. ^ $k$X$Mr 1682. 



LETTE R 



Vol VIII. # % J/ Pa HIS. 273 



LETTER XVI. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 

Vienna. 



I Received a Difpatcli Yeflerday, iign'd with thy 
Name, but not writ by thy own Hand, nor in 
thy accaftom*d Stik ; and yet there is no mention 
made of Sicknefs, a broken Arm, or any other Mif- 
fortune which might hinder thee from penning it 
thy felf ; which mis me with abundance of Doubts 
and Scruples. If tiie Palfey, or any other Difeaie, 
has taken from thee the Ufe of thy Lunbs, I hope it 
has not deprived thee of thy Reafon. This Faculty 
would have prompted thee to ej(plain this, my fieri- 
•QMS way of Correfpondence, by the fame Hand 
• which wrote the Letter. I know not what to think 
of it. It: was very odd thus to leave me in the 
Dark ; and thou canft not blame me, if in this Ob- 
,fcuricy» I flumble upon &fpicioiis Thoughts. I am 
^n^t jealous of thy .'Fidelity ; tho* fucti a ConduA 
as C^js would makis a Man fear the worft. But I 
rather apprehend the Ef&A of thy Credulity and 
Negligence. In a word^ I am afraid left fome pry- 
ing Bufy-body has got a Glimpfe of our fecret Bu- 
iinefs, . and mutual Intelligence, and fo put this 
Trick upon me in thy Name,- to fee what Anfwer 
I will make j which they may think cafy to do, by 
intercepting the Letters. which are addrefs^d to thee 
by the Foit. To. prevent which, I fend this by a 
private Meilenger. We cannot be too cautious in 
.tuch Cafes ; where one falfe Step befrays all, and 
lays oar Defigns open to the World. 

X conjure 
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I coojiire tbcc to be very plaio and paiticalar in 
tby next. Satisfy me in all thines ; for I am yeiy 
audous 4t prefent. ' My^Und is full of Thorns and 
Briars. I (hall not write to any of the fublime^Mi- 
nifters, till I have thy Anfwer*by the fiune Meffen- 
ger I febd ; the^efOie diTpatch him With Ex{%ditioh. 

As to Count TikelVt Bnfineft, if this Informatioa 
be really thy own, and cot feat by (bme fly Inter- 
loper^ I like the Projefl well enough, and will 
'commnmcatt it to the Grai^ Viw^ 9)r the KAima- 
cham, widMtt taking Notite of diy O^r^ght in 
patting aie to this Fright Md Tudiiblb. Tile 
Count fan a good .Charater among the French^ whb 
are no Friea£ to the Houie of Auflria^ or Eneffii^s 
to the Grimi S^tmr. This is certain, niw Spirits 
•mnft be niled in the room of tbofe who are tak^ 
away. For Confpiracies of thh NatttVe awft ndt be 
given over upon every Difooufagtmem. Care muil 
-or taken, that the Jiun^urian Faiftiob be conftant- 
]y fupplied with frefh ited^ like tke tf^iira, as fkft 
:«8 the old ones are cut vff. And I kta(Mlr ii6t 
where they could hate pitched upon a riiore .likely 
Man than Coimt TeiiJi : He comes 6f a gpoi Pll* 
lenlage ; and his Alicefton wcve all akng Patriots, 
«nd Sticklers for thbir CouKtry's, Liberties. Tk^f 
ever opposM the tytannoitt fiMlroachfiMMiiSs of te 

'Houlb of AujtriM^ 

C^^od's^ joatnsA rebies sMiiy femlirkiEbte 'Paif&ges 
of the TtkdJi't 1 whofe Caftle, he ^ys, wjeis the ufual 
Rendefisvous t>( all 4he MaleconteVkt Lords in thofe 
Parrs, who were weary of the Gemtan Yoke. 
Therft they cabtUM) «iid helcl »heir |>riV«te Conftilts : 
Tfaeiv they hatchM their PkKs againft the Efttp6- 
ror. I Md thi« Jwnrnal dailjr, £nding nd Hmall 
PJeafuM in it> flnd abundance -^f Profit : For k 
contaioi f^lf^ Mcttolrs of diveirt tuHens Tranf- 
actions and Etfaatt^ that hapfiMiM both in PUb- 
lick and Private, during his Reiidence at Vienna, 

And 
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-And I take the greater Deligikt 16 rciadlng hiniy be- 
caafe his Style is vtry fhort^ -yet cotnprehenilve. ; 
^miliar alio and free, withoot Impertinences, or 
Solecifms. He gives ba'e not the Patigtte of dweilieg 
long upon a Period^ to hammer out the Senie by 
attentive Stady. Bat he couches his Words like a 
Train of Gunpowder, which is no foontr lighted at 
one End, but in an Inflant the other -catches the 
Flames : So you can hardly call your Eyes on three 
•Words at the Beginning of a -Paragraph, -or S e nt e nc e 
in Carcock^ Journal, but you anticipate his Scope in 
all the reft. This argues a great Serenity of Spirit 
in the Author; and an Elegance not to be met with 
but in a Mind void of Clouds. Befides, he relates 
no trival Matters, br Tales (it only for Women and 
Boys: But he treats altogether of weighty and im- 
portant Af&irs, Intrigues of Sftfte, remarkaHe 
Strokes of War, fubtle Overtures of Peace ; which 
he gAcefully intermixes ^ith Parallek of Hiilory, 
with Charamfi and DieforipYions of Conmries and 
their Inhebitiuit» ; and finafly, with Phllofophica), 
Mora), and Polkical Hamarks : adl very agreable 
'tnd pleafaht. 

Noibmy I counfd thee td imitate his ExftiDp^ wi 
leave fdme Memwhil behibd thee of thy Induftty 
^ad Vhrtae. T^ ^nt E«kl, a)»ply thy felf at fpB.te 
Houn to Reading ; but be &itt «fe Caution in tb« 
Choice of 'toc/ks, elft ^s but Time mif-fpent. Be 
coiioiA in' fearching dot thfc lAoft Exeelknt Treati- 
ses ; fer vain and trifling Sobjofts a)re fit •oMy fdr 
the Fire. Han^e a fpecial Regafd to the Credkof 
fuch Uiftorianb as fall in your Why : -^(low; not 'a 
Mofcnent on thofe that ate Mot anthen^k ; kftX^M 
Time call thee to an Accotint for t^ Watle: Theti 
ArcaAom thy Pen to make Bpitomies, AbllralPts, ^aad 
Oolicaions out Of tv4iat thoa itadeft 1 - atid teara fo 
be nice and cleanly In thy Language. A fqualil Stylo 
t«ras tht Stomach of a Aeadejr i whereas polite 

Expreifiona 



> 

t 



njh Letters writ by Vol. VIII. 

Expreflions whet his Appetite, and caufe him to de- 
.vour whole Volumes with a Gaft. 

After all, I bid thee forewel ; and advife thee not 
to negkdl the Grand Signior^s Bofioefs, but mind 
the main Chance. 

Paris, ^tb rf the %th Mton, 
of tbiYiar 1682. 



LETTER XVII. 

7i the Kaimacham. 

I Shall now acquaint thee with an Accident, which 
extremely, furprized me when I £rft heard of it, 
and has dill left me in Confufion. About fevcn 
Weeks are paAM (in<e I ivceiv^d a Letter, dated 
from Vienna, whicl) Nathan Ben Saddi fubfcribM ; 
ibut I preiently per^eiv'd it was not Kis own Hand- 
writing ; which made me ytry uneafy, and full of 
careful Thoughts. For it contained Matters of Im« 
portance. Secrets of, the Hungarian League ; with a 
particular Projed relating to Count ^ekeU^ a great 
.Xord in that Country. 

I coniiderM, that if the Letter were writ with 
Natban^t Knowledge, and by his Order ; he could 
not be fo forgetful, as not to bid the Scribe, who- 
ever he was, give me an Account of the • Reafons 
which hinderM him from writing to me himfelf. 
.For he muft needs imagine I fhould be trou- 
bled, and in no fmall Aftoni(hment» to find Mat- 
ters of that dangerous Confequeocc addrefs*d to 
,me in: an, unknown Hand, under his Name. Or 
elfe I thought, he took me for a Man that made 
no Refle^ons on Things, I knew not well what 
. . to 
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to conclude, amidft (b many probable Uncertain-, 
tics. 

However* I. was refolv'd to a£l more fecarely,' 
and with greater Caution onr my Side, in order to 
a right Information in this MyHery. Wherefore not. 
daring to truft the Pofis, I difpatdiM away a private 
Courier to Fitnna ; one in whom I can confide ;/ 
with ample Inftru^ons, and a Letter to Nathan Ben 
SaJdii wherein, among other Things, I defirM him. 
to tell me the Meaning of this Conduft. 
« My Meiienger is honeftly and iafely returned a- 
gain to Paris^ but no Nathan Ben Saddi to be heard 
of* AU the Account he could learn of him, was. 
That about eight Weeks ago he went out of his 
Houfe, with a Stranger, who pretended Bnfinefs with 
him at the Burfe, or Exchange : But neither he, nor 
the Stranger, have been feen, or heard of fince.: 
Only they faid. That a Day or two after Nathan was 
miffing, there was the Dead Body of a Man fioating- 
in an Eddy of the Damthe^ hard by the Bridge ; but 
the Face was fo mangled and disfigured with Wounds 
and Slafhes, that it was impoiiible for any to diftin-^ 
guiih or difcern who it was. Yet Nathan's Friends: 
were apt to fufpedl it was he himfelf ; and that he. 
had been privately murder'd, and afterwards thrown 
into the River. 

This is the Subftance of what my MelTenger could 
learn of him ; and he was forc'd to ufe Abundance of 
Caution in enquiring fo far ; left by being lefs referv'd 
he might have been brought himfelf into Trouble, 
run Ae Hazard of being, put to the Torture, and 
difcovering what I intrnited him with, beiides othgr 
Inconveniendes. 

Praife be to God, he efcaped all Scrutiny, and 
is come back fafe with my Letter : But what is 
become of that y#«u, God knows. Perhaps feme 
of his own Nation have made him away privately, 
to prevent, his torning Muffulman : For he was un- 

fettled 
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iktled m htt Religion^ and, if, amidft his Waver*' 
Ings, he (eemM to have any particalar Biafs ilron^^- 
thftn oniinarf, it was that which inclin'd faim to the 
Faith of Tirui Bilifnfir^. And if he perifh'd o» this 
Account, we ougJit to edecm him as a Martyr of 
God apd his Prophet. But J muil confcrs> I that > 
well knew the Shallowneis and Inconfts^ncys of Na^ 
tian^s l^per; with the fuperftitioas Attach whidi 
he ever had' for hh RaUtes^ have hardJy Faith ot' 
Charity enough to believe his 2^al for the Alcoram 
would carry h.im to Marbyrdom* Neither can I fo»> 
bear thiaking there is roroethiog woHc ia it. 
. Bat all this which feems fo flrange to me^ may be* 
well known to tha Miniflers of the Auguft Pirte^ 
by whole Ofdery perhi^^ he, h^s reoeived a Secret 
I)eath, as- a Chaftifefi[i«9t of focne Crimes theyhave^ 
found him guiky of; and whidft they could pot infliA 
openly, in a Country of Enemies indtlnlidels. Or, 
it may be, he has privaoely withdrawn himfelf, to 
}u«vent iiich a Punifbiaents' bdog- confciops that he^ 
deferv^di& Be it how it pleafts Goo, and my Su-- 
periors; I hambly crave Advice ^nd Inftruilions, 
about the ordering my Billis aod other Matters* 
Sage Kainmc&Mm, adieus. ' ^ 

. Paris, 6/f^o/fhe wth.MtoHf 
cf tbfi Tear 16.82. 
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L E TTE R XVIIL 
To Dgnet Oglou. 

THIS comes to Uiy Hand by dierabiePoA: with 
oteita tlie Kaunacbant ; therefore I pray thee' 
he quick in ^xecutrng the Conteots ofit^ I have not> 
one Friend in the JW-zt/^ whom I dare traft with Aich* 
a Secret : Thou art lay* only Refage, at a Junduro 
which requijree Fidelity, IVudsnoe, and a dextroQ» 
Condudl in diving and fniarGhing. into a certain My- 
fiery, which^ for ought I know, may concern my 
Life. 

To teH the^ in ihort.; 'Nathan^ Ben Saddi, the. 5ff/J 
/if ff-s. Agent incdgnit9i at Fhnna^ a Jiw by 'D«fcent*and 
Ileligion, is, I fear, privately murder'd by fome Op^ 
der'fohi.the Difvan: Bat for what Heafons I know 
qot; unlefs. it were in Compliance with the old 
Maxims o£ the Sublime. PoKt4j which fe^dom {isi^n 
any Stoire. t» go to his Sepokkre In Rtace, who ha> 
£Qrv*d the Grand Signior^ many Years in any, eminent 
SdLtio^. Her ha^ been miUt^d 9.t Fi$nna tfaefe eight 
Weeks ; and within a Day op two alter hi» fii^ft Ab^ 
fence, the Body of a dead Man was found floating 
on tbe Danube ; but fo disfigurM with WbutMis, as 
it could not poiGbly be known. «(hoi hft. w^is i. which 
gives me the greater Sufpicion that it was he. And if 
10, I may exped to be ferv'd fo my felf in a little 
Time : For my Turn is next. 

Therefore, if thou haft any Love or Friend/hip 
for me, be watchful on_ my Jehaljf^ Attend the 
Whifpers of the Coart, and oblerve the Language 
of thofe who difcourfe with their Fingers Endr. 
The Caft of the Eye many times difcovers the fecrct 
Sentiments of the Heart : So does a Shrug of the 
Shoulder, a Pout of the Lip, or any other arti-fidal 

Gefture, 
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Gefture. They are all iignificant, and exprefiive of 
what Af&fUon and Thoughts we harbour within. 
Thou knoweft how to aA mute upon Occafion, as 
well as any in the SeraiL I conjure thee to ufe 
great Dexterity, 9xA no lefs Expedition in anravelling 
uiis Secret. Feien to know fomething more than 
thoa doft, that fo thou may'ft really learn what F 
would have thee know concerning Nathan^ Fate, 
and mine too, if poffible. Let no cold Indifference 
make thee negled this due Care of thy Friend^s In- 
tereft and Life. We were born to ferve one ano« 
ther with mutual Zeal and Fidelity. The good Of- 
fices thou doft me, are but lent, to be repaid again- 
with others whenever Opportunity prefents it-felf. 
But thefe Arguments are fuperifluous ; thou needeft 
CO Spurs, to do a generbfis Adtion. I know thoa 
loveil me, and wilt be adlive at this Jundture on my 
Account. 

In full and entire Confidence of this, I take my 
Repofe under the Shadow of the Divine Mercy ; 
begging of Go o to afford thee a Shelter in Time of 
Peril ; . and that when thou and I have weatherM all 
the Tempelb of this Mortal Life, we may trium- 
phaotly^ eJQter the Port of Paradife, and enjoy <»e 
another in Eternal FeUcity. 

Paris, 6th tf the 11 th Moon, 
tf the Year 1682. 
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